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Tim Bongard presented an interesting seminar on applying decals using a hairdryer. The decal wraps used a special  

decal made for automotive wraps where the decals are used to ñpaintò the car.   

The 1/32 B-24 was won by a delighted individual. A total of 42 tickets were sold. Good job members!  

Winners at the March Meeting were: 

¶ Themed Contest ï Brian Baker for his FW 190 

¶ Miscellaneous Contest ï Craig Brown for his USN Panther ñBlue Tail Flyò 

We had 60 members and 5 visitor in attendance at the March meeting.  

We are upgrading the raffles each month and have acquired some new items for special raffles. We had some really nice 

items donated by Bill Pelletier. 

Additional benefits that occur later this year are for members only. The caveat to participate is that your dues must be 

paid up for the year by April. They are only $12.00. These plans will be discussed and the meeting attendees will vote 

on the available choices at the May 7 meeting. 

This month, Steve Collins will demonstrate his water washes to the group. At the May meeting, Don will discuss the 

planes he flew with a few stories to go along with the flights. July will bring a discussion by Bill on face painting. His 

figures are exceptional. September brings Craig Brown with a seminar on how he does riveting and re-scribing. We will 

need talks, demos or seminars for June and the last quarter of the year. If you have something you want to share with the 

group, please let the President know so we can schedule the event. 

We are still looking for someone to be the Club Contact for at least the remainder of the year. This job is the official li-

aison between the Chapter and IPMS/USA including regional people. The Chapter Contact must be a member of IPMS/

USA. 

Keep building and bringing in the results. 
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Membership Subscriptions 

To be a member in Good standing you must pay your subscriptions  

before May. 

If you can not attend meetings Bill Dunkle will be happy to take your 

mailed in Check.For details on how to get a check to Bill You can contact 

him on his email address  
 

BDUNKLE@msn.com  

Members in Good standing  have a lot of benefits (see page 20). 

If you are not a member in good standing you will not continue to receive 

these benefits. 

Subs are only $12 a yearðthat is $1 a monthðless than the price of a loaf of 

bread. 
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March Competition (Classic Plastic) 
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March Competition (Classic Plastic) 
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March Display Models 
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March Raffle Winners 
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March Special Raffle Winner 

The 1/32 scale B24 went to Tim Bongard 
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Conversions for Monogram's 1/48 B-26 Marauder  

By Ed Kucharski 

 

 77 years ago this June, four Army B-26s scrambled from the tiny island of 

Midway to face the Imperial Japanese Navy's powerful carrier striking force, 

the KIDO BUTAI. Though chief designer Peyton Magruder didn't intend the 

Marauder to be a torpedo hauler, these four each carried a Mk XIII tin fish. 

Unfortunately no hits were scored with their torpedoes, though Susie Q  

after torpedo release, flew down the deck of the Akagi to avoid flak and 

cap Zeros. 

While doing so, the dorsal turret raked Akagi's bridge sending a dozen IJN 

crew to their demise and forcing Task Force commander Admiral Nagumo 

to change his diaper.  
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Conversions for Monogram's 1/48 B-26 Marauder  

     By Ed Kucharski 

 

After diaper change, Nagumo surmised Midway to be the primary threat and 

ordered a second wave below deck to be armed with land attack munitions. 

This decision was to be become a major tactical error when an hour later an 

American carrier was discovered. Rearming to ship attack munitions gave 

time for USN dive bombers to reach and quickly destroy three of the four IJN 

carriers. 

 

 Enough with the history. I want to build Suzy Q. The Aurora 1/46 scale kit is 

long gone as is the 1/48 AMT/ESCI kit. So that leaves the Monogram (now 

Revell) offering. But suffering from a mild case of AMS, I found the  

Monogram plastic depicts a much later variant B-26 than the ones used at 

Midway. What's a modeler with AMS to do? Aftermarket of course! 

 

 After sacrificing a gazillon electrons surfing the internet, I acquired several 

items to hopefully make my dream happen. First was the Velocette 48:007. 

Though OOP, it offers resin engine parts but wings, tailplane and rudder are 

vac-form. It meets the requirements I am looking for but I am very unskilled 

at vac-form. This kit may just end up in a white elephant boxing. 

Next I found several resin offerings from LoneStar Models of Sugarland, Tex-

as. Almost all parts are resin save the vac-form canopy and tail gunner glaz-

ing. Currently available but buying all items may run up to $60.  

Lastly I found an Ebay seller (109ace) out of Griffith, Indiana. He just recently 

cast resin items for my conversion and offered an introductory price of $15 

plus shipping. Just to let you know his price as I type this (mid-March) is now 

$35. Guess he's just trying to price match the LoneStar offering. 

 

Just a bit more history..... Suzy Q completed her attack on the KIDO BUTAI and returned 

to a crash landing back on Midway, all crew surviving.  After action, they stopped  

counting the bullet holes in her at 500 and scrapped her.  
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Conversions for Monogram's 1/48 B-26 Marauder  

     By Ed Kucharski 
 

On with the conversion story. The real Suzy Q, serial number 40-1391, was simply a B-26, 

no letter suffix, no bloc series number. The Monogram kit most closely resembles a 

B-26B-55. Multiple changes and improvements got it to the B-55 variant. Among them 

were: revised canopy framing, deletion of prop spinners, enlarged engine cowling oil 

cooler and air intakes, six foot additional wingspan, three foot additional tailplane span, 

taller tailfin, revised tail gunner station and four fuselage 50 cal gun paks. 

 

 The most recently released aftermarket comes from Kevin Hofner (109ace) and looks like: 
 

  

 

  

 The older casting by Mike West (LoneStar) looks like this: 
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Conversions for Monogram's 1/48 B-26 Marauder  

     By Ed Kucharski 
Mike does include minimal paper build instructions with his offering. 

 

 After overworking my two brain cells, I came to several conclusions, 109ace first. 

+) wheels, landing gear doors, engine faces and belly gunner hatches included 

+) one piece horizontal tailplane 

+) simpler tail gunner assembly 

 -)  prop spinners undersized 

 -)  engine cowlings oversized 

 -)  no build instructions* 

     *There is an extensive photo build article by Kevin on Hyperscale. 

Now the LoneStar set. 

+) torpedo and inboard flaps included 

+) prop spinners better sized 

+) canopy and tail gunner glazing IS included 

+) more visible engraved panel lines 

 -)  3 piece assemble yourself tailplane 

 -)  cowlings use lower half of Monogram pieces      

* For additional $$, Mike does also offer a full resin cockpit change out. True 

          Details also offers resin wheels. 

 

 Both sets aero surfaces were sized appropriately for the short wing early variant. 

 

 So which is better? I have two Monogram kits and am going to build one using each 

set. 

 

 To quote Scotty from Star Trek, "I'll let you know." 
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January:  Large Scale Must be a large sized model with at least one dimension  
 12-inches or larger.  
 

February: Vietnam Era: Aircraft, boats, tanks, etc., that participated during  
     the Vietnam Conflict (a.k.a. War).  
  

March:  Classic Plastic: Any model kit produced before 1980.  
 

April: NAVAL!: Anything designed to be on, in, or under the water  
          (both Military and Civilian).  
 

May:  Armor: Armored cars, tanks, assault guns, etc...  
 

June: Bombers : Aircraft from WWI to modern, any scale or type.  
 

July: Out of the Box, STRICTLY how it came from the manufacturer;  
        NO AFTERMARKET of ANY kind!  
 

August: Autos  Cars, trucks and SUVs to dragsters, custom builds, etc...  
 

September: Hollywood Any kit (car, plane, figure) that somehow relates 
                    to Hollywood, either in Movies or on TV.  
 

October: The need for Speed Any vehicle specifically recognized or  
                attached to speed or breaking/setting speed records.  
 

November: Helicoptersðself explanatory Any scale or type. ,  
 
December: ñWhite Elephantò 

2019 Club Contest Themes 


