M¢étodo de la Lectura Divina

Hay cuatro pasos al este método: 1.Lectura.
2. Meditacién 3. Contemplacion 4. Oracion.
Sigue el ejemplo abajo para usar este método:

Lectura Divina para la Navidad Empieza
como siempre: En el nombre del Padre...; Padre
Nuestro; Una Ave Maria, etc.

1. Lectura: De su biblia, lee esta Escritura dos
o tres veces. Lucas 2:1-14

2. Meditacién Después de la lectura, toma
unos momentos para reflexionar en silencio acer-
ca de una o mas de las siguientes preguntas:

* ;Cudl palabra o palabras en este pasaje capta-
ron tu atencioén?

* ;Qué parte en este pasaje te consolo?

* ;Qué parte en este pasaje te desafio?

(Si practicas la lectura divina como familia o en
un grupo, luego del tiempo de reflexion, invita a
los participantes a compartir sus respuestas.)

3. Contemplacion: Lee nuevamente el pasaje
de la Escritura, seguida de esta reflexion:

(De qué manera se relaciona este pasaje con la
experiencia de tu vida diaria?

Se promulgo un edicto de César Augusto, que
ordenaba un censo de todo el imperio. |De qué
manera considero las implicaciones globales de
mis acciones, incluyendo mis votos, donaciones
y compras? ;De qué manera apoyo la mision de
la Iglesia de predicar el Evangelio a todos los
pueblos?

No hubo lugar para ellos en la posada. | A qué o
a quiénes no les doy un lugar en mi vida? Como

puedo acoger mejor a los demas, especialmente,

a los mas necesitados?

Les traigo una buena noticia, que causara gran
alegria a todo el pueblo. ;Qué me causa alegria?
(De qué manera esa alegria refleja la bondad de
Dios a todos los que estan a mi alrededor?

4. Oracion: Lee el pasaje de la Escritura una
vez mas. Dale al Sefior la alabanza, peticion y
accion de gracias que la Palabra te ha inspirado.
Después que todos hayan tenido la oportunidad
de hacer su oracion, se termina este momento de
la Lectura Divina simplemente con un Padre
Nuestro. (Fuente: USCCB)

0JO: Las Misas Por El Ano Nuevo

. La préxima fin de sema-
. ...~ . na,lacual es sabado la
} ./( MU/ vispera del aio nuevo, la

misa es normal a las 5 en
/ i la tarde y en ingles. Pero
q(

la misa del dia del afio

nuevo, domingo, la misa
serd a las 9:30 en la mafiana y sera bilingiie. Fa-
vor que apunten sus calendarios que hay sola-
mente esas dos misas.

Platicas Prematrimoniales van a empezar
, de nuevo el miércoles, el 4
| de enero a las 6:30 en la ca-
1 pilla. El parroco Padre Paco
\

habia sido dando estas char-

las y estan para las cinco pa-
" E rejas que habian sido asis-

P |_ A-I-l C A S tiendolas en el otofo pasado

y estan en el proceso ahora
PREMATRIMONIALES . . Y
de discernir un decision a
casarse por la iglesia en el afio 2017.

@ .Cudndo las proximas
platicas pre-Bautismales?
Para el sacramento de bautis-

mo de su nifio/a, se requiere

que los padres sean miembros

| registrados de nuestra parro-

quia. Ademas que asistan en
una clase pre-bautismal y los
padrinos también. El dia y la hora del clase nor-
malmente es en la tarde de un dia de la semana
como las 7 PM. Es necesario que uno de los pa-
dres debe llamar los coordinadores de las platicas,
Juan y Angélica Alejo, (229-591-9846) para co-
municar su interés en asistir en el clase y tener
bautizado su hijo/a . Se debe traer una copia del
acto de nacimiento de su hijo (a) al clase pre-
bautismal.

St. Mary

“the time came for her to have her child,
and she gave birth to her firstborn son.
She wrapped him in swaddling clothes
and laid him in a manger,

because there was no room for them in the inn.

(Luke 2)

Nuestra Mision: Nosotros, los feligreses de la
Iglesia Catdlica Santa Maria en Americus, Georgia,
compartimos nuestra diversidad mientras abarcando
nuestro Bautismo comun adorando a Dios, cele-
brando la Eucaristia, honorando Maria, difundiendo
la Palabra, y sirviendo a los demas.

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

Clases de Preparacion Bautismal - Por favor llame
la oficina parroquial para registrarse por las platicas
pre-bautismales a menos un mes antes del Bautismo.

Clases de Preparacion de Matrimonio - Las pare-
jas necesitan comunicarse con el Padre por lo menos
seis meses antes de la fecha de la boda.

Sacramento de la Uncién de un Enfermo - Si al-
guien estd enfermo, llame el parroco para recibir este
sacramento (favor, no esperar al ultimo momento).

Confesion/Reconciliacion - Sdbado 4:00 pm a 4:30
pm o llame el parroco por una cita particular.

HORARIO DE LAS MISAS

Salado en la tarde—5 PM Ingles

Domingo—Sunday: 8:30 am (Espafiol)

Martes a Viernes a las 12:00 pm (ingles) en la capilla

Catholic Church

332 S. Lee St., Americus, GA 31709
Tel: (229) 924-3495
Pastor: Father Fran Gillespie SJ (“Padre Paco”)

email: fgillespie@diosav.org

Office email: stmaryamericus@gmail.com

Parish Web Page: www.stmaryamericus.com

Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday: 10:00 A.M. - 3:30 P.M.
December 25,

2016 Christmas

Mission: We, the parishioners of St. Mary Cath-
olic Church in Americus, Georgia, share our di-

versity while embracing our common Baptism by
worshiping God, celebrating the Eucharist, honor-
ing Mary, spreading the Word, and serving others.

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

Baptismal Preparation Class - Contact the pastor
by phone /email to register for a pre-Baptism class
at least a month ahead of a Baptismal date.

Marriage Preparation - Couples must contact Fa-
ther at least 6 months before planned wedding date.

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick - Those

quite ill, hospitalized, or facing surgery who wish

the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, please
contact the pastor sooner rather than later.

Confession/Reconciliation - Saturday 4:00 pm to
4:30 pm or call Fr. Fran for an appointment.

SCHEDULE OF WEEKLY MASSES
Saturday: 5:00 pm - English
Sunday: 8:30 (Spanish) 10:30 am (English)
Tuesday thru Friday, 12 Noon, in chapel, English

Diocesan Office for Protection of Children and Young People toll free reporting hotline is (888) 357-5530



Shalom & Christmas Welcome To All

Mass Intention Requests: Please contact the

“Shalom”: A Jewish
greeting Mary and
Joseph would have

: -

: I used to greet shep-
Shalom! herds, relatives, visi-

- lniv

-

tors, magi, strangers.

- A warm welcome to
all who come to cele-
brate our Christmas Masses.

We welcome the stranger, the traveler, the
guest, students home from college.

We welcome armed forces personnel home on
leave.

We welcome those who moved away but rejoin
us over these Christmas holidays.

We welcome all who have been inactive in
their Catholic faith (and pray they find inspira-
tion to revive it).

We welcome our own faith-filled parishioners.

May our Christmas liturgies and gatherings
gladden your hearts and forge deepen bonds to
Jesus.

Welcome and Christmas Shalom to all.

( ,_;'Shalom means \

well-being,
wholeness, and a
reality where
everything exists in
total harmony with

\everything elsej

Weekend Offertory Budget/Presupuesto Surplus/(+Sobre)Deficit/(—Falta)

) pastor by phoning the parish
office to arrange a Mass in-
tention, either for a weekend

or weekday.
q @ k Pedida Para Una Misa: Si

quisiera pedir una intencion
por una Misa, favor de lla-
mar la oficina parroquial y
dejar un aviso al parroco.

Dec. 24-25 Mass Intention Requestor
Saturday Angelica M. Turner
Sunday Parishioners Pastor

Our beloved parishioner
Helen Dill reaches her
100th birthday on January
7th. Those wishing to send
her a card can do so at:
Ms. Helen Dill

Sumter Retirement Village
2124 Hwy 280 West
Plains, GA 31780

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
. There is a pause in our Wednes-
Eucharistic day exposition with silent adora-
\ tion until January 4th, the day
our parish’s Faith Formation
classes resume.

.
Adoration

No Noon Masses Dur-

ing Christmas Week
The usual noon weekday
Masses will not take place

this week, that is December
27th through the 30th; they

will resume the following

SCHEDULE
week. Also Father Sam

Anlekwe the pastor of St. Michael’s in Monte-
zuma, will preside at next Saturday’s evening
Mass at 5 PM (New Year’s Eve). Fr. Gillespie
will preside at the Sunday morning Mass on New
Year’s Day at 9:30 which will be bilingual.

December 4  $3,989 $2,588
December 11 $1,923 $2,588
December 12

December 18 $2.915 $2,588

$1,401

($ 665) Relgi. Retirmt. Fund $1,221
O. L. of Guadalupe Mass $345

$ 327

2nd Collection

@Fﬂ Holiday
ass Schedule

IMPORTANT NOTICE: As
announced in last week’s bul-
letin, the schedule for the two
Masses next weekend which

is New Year’s, is as follows:

Saturday, New Year’s Eve, 5 PM which is no change, same as usual (English)

Sunday, New Year’s Day, one Mass at 9:30 AM (Bilingual)

OUR CHURCH’S CHRISTMAS SEASON
begins with the vigil Mass commemorating the
birth of Jesus Christ. It is for the Catholic
Church not just a single day, i.e., Dec. 25th, but
an extended liturgical season of joy and celebra-
tion, involving many different symbols and tra-
ditions and biblical persons, special music, ac-
tivities, prayers by the priest from the Sacra-
mentary and special readings proclaimed by the
lectors from the Lectionary. Christmas is for us
a season lasting 12 days and ends with the Sun-
day celebrating the Baptism of Jesus. The secu-
lar world, by contrast, commercializes the sea-
son, starting it after Halloween and ending it on
December 25th.

Christmas Season (White)

= Christmas Day (December 25)

= Symbol: The Nativity or “Belen”

= Octave of Christmas
(8 days, Dec 25 —Jan 1)

= Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
(Januvary 1)

= Ends on Sunday of the Baptism of
the Lord

Stewardship Thought for Christmas
When we receive gifts, we
\\'\l] e, .
2 1 thank the giver and then
we use the gift. As our
) God is an exceptional gift
giver, we do well to ask
ourselves this Christmas
Season: how do I thank
God for the gifts God has given me? How do |
use those gifts as God intended to help the
Church to build God’s Kingdom on earth?

Pope Francis On Meaning of Christmas
“On this day, Jesus,
the Savior is born of
the Virgin Mary. The
_ | Crib makes us see the
“sign” which God has
W given us: “a baby

# wrapped in swaddling
7 cloths and lying in a
manger” (Lk 2:12). lee the shepherds of Bethle-
hem, may we too set out to see this sign, this
event which is renewed yearly in the Church.
Christmas is an event which is renewed in every
family, parish and community which receives
the love of God made incarnate in Jesus Christ.
He alone...can save us. Only God’s mercy can
free humanity from the many forms of evil, at
times monstrous evil, which selfishness spawns
in our midst. The grace of God can convert
hearts and offer mankind a way out of humanly
insoluble situations.

Where God is born, hope is born. He brings
hope. Where God is born, peace is born. And
where peace is born, there is no longer room for
hatred and for war. Yet precisely where the in-
carnate Son of God came into the world, ten-
sions and violence persist, and peace remains a
gift to be implored and built. “((Christmas, 2015))

Our webmeister
Chet Crowly in-
forms us of a need-
ed but slight
change to access
our parish web page. Those of you with an eye
for detail will note “of” has been removed from
our former parish web page address; the new
one 1s: www.stmaryamericus.com. Besides the
posting of your weekly parish bulletins, Chet is
posting other relevant links and parish material
so do visit it regularly henceforth.




