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Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission
Applauds Legislation to Protect Bowhead Whale Hunts

The Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) today applauds the
introduction of legislation in Congress by the Alaska Congressional delegation to protect
the bowhead whale hunts that are central to the culture and food security of Alaska
Native communities on the Arctic coast of Alaska. Senators Mark Begich and Lisa
Murkowski introduced a bill in the US Senate, and Congressman Don Young introduced
an identical bill in the US House of Representatives.
The legislation would ensure timely issuance by the Department of Commerce of
catch limits for aboriginal subsistence hunting of bowhead whales by Alaska Native
whalers who live in eleven Alaska communities. The companion bills would require the
Secretary of Commerce to set catch limits for bowhead whales and issue aboriginal
subsistence whaling permits under the Whaling Convention Act if the International
Whaling Commission (IWC) fails to set such limits.
“We thank the delegation for introducing this legislation. The bills send an
important message to the members of the IWC,” said Johnny Aiken, Executive Director
of the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission. “It puts them on notice that the United
States will ensure our subsistence hunting continues if the IWC doesn’t act on our quota
request.”

—more—
The United States is seeking renewal of the current catch limits for a six year
period, from 2013 through 2018, but due to political differences over other issues the
IWC may not act on the request at its upcoming annual meeting in Panama from July 2 to
6.
“The bowhead whale stocks are healthy and growing. The AEWC, supported by
the North Slope Borough and the Department of Commerce, has done everything that the
IWC has asked over the years,” Mr. Aiken said. “Now some people want to hold our
quota hostage to other issues. The treaty says we are allowed to whale to meet
subsistence need, and this legislation would streamline the US law for issuing quotas.”
The IWC is the body created by the International Convention for the Regulation
of Whaling, a 1946 treaty that the US has ratified. If the IWC fails to act on the US
request for a catch limit, the treaty still allows for aboriginal subsistence whaling on
bowhead whales. However, without a numeric catch limit set by the IWC the US would
have to determine how many bowhead whales can be taken annually to meet subsistence
need as required under the treaty.
The legislation would streamline the process for the US to issue catch limits under
the Whaling Convention Act, which is the existing legislation to implement the treaty. In
addition, the legislation would ensure that any catch limits set by the US are limited to
the level set in the need statement provided by the US to the IWC, are sustainable based
on the most recent review of the bowhead stock by the IWC’s Scientific Committee, and
comply with all treaty requirements. Finally, the legislation requires the US to continue
to seek IWC adoption of catch limits, even after such limits are set under this legislation,
thus ensuring continued compliance with all IWC practices.
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