PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
April 2015
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
I want to start by saying thank you to all our amazing hard working members for doing
such a great job on our 29th annual spaghetti dinner, it’s because of you that this event is a
success each year. I want to give special thanks to my father who, while the rest of us were
already home, was still unloading a full truck load at his home at 9:00 at night, you truly are
an inspiration to me.
Thank you to the Paradise and Shasta lodges for coming out to support us and to Joe
for an outstanding turnout with the car show this year. To everyone who worked in the
kitchen, I know your backs are probably still killing you, but you truly are the ones who put
your bodies to the test. Thank you to the wait staff who always seem to keep the flow moving
and the smiles on our guests faces, and the front desk check in group who hide their stress
behind smiles all day. The tables always look great; and I need to thank Sal and his crew for
that, so many compliments from our guests on this. Lauri and Lorna; thank you for keeping
the raffle going, I never knew what a great system you had there. John, you have organized
this event for as long as I can remember, and I am amazed at how well you handle the stress,
let us know what size shoes you wear, so we can find someone to try and fill them and give
you a much needed break my friend.
To all our guests and friends, thank you for understanding why we do this, and for
being a vital part in our accomplishments, we appreciate you. Thanks to Mike and Kelly
Wiltermood for always being a positive influence for me and my family, our community is
better with you two in it!
I look forward to seeing all of you at our regular meeting on April 16th for Good Food, Good
Wine and Good Friends.
Respectfully,
President, Gary R. Smith

OSIA Mission:
To serve as the leading organizational voice on behalf of the cultural, social, political
and economic issues of importance to Americans of Italian heritage.

April Birthdays

Buon Compleanno

RONALD CERANTEZ
PATTI DENITO
LINDA GRANDSTAFF
JOHN JEFSEN
DINO LAGO
RICHARD NOERENBERGH
ANITA PERRY
JACQUELINE PETERSON

Officers Meeting: 2nd
Spaghetti Dinner 12th
Reg. meeting: 16th
Dine out: 24th
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SHARON SALCIDO
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Sons of Italy Bellini Lodge #2519
Meeting Minutes
March 19, 2015
Opening:

The meeting was opened at 6:45 by President Gary Smith.
Buona sera, spero che tutto va bene.
Good evening, I hope everyone is well.

Chaplain:

Opening; Rita Brunelli

Roll Call of
Officers:

Guests:

Absent were: Trustee Georgia Scotella and Guard
Frank Scotella.
Shasta Lodge President Carole Dellaragione, Shasta Lodge
Sentinel Rose Shuman, Shasta Lodge State Deputy Jim
Lamana’s wife Tina and Ken Colgan.

Ken works for California Olive Ranch as a bulk salesman and
has invited our group out to their facility to do a tour. We
will learn about the process from olive to oil bottling. The
facility is in Artois, his office is here in Chico.
We need to pick 2-3 dates, then see what works for him.
Meeting
Minutes:

Installation of
New Officers:

Minutes from our last meeting have been published in our
Bellini Notes. A copy of the minutes are available for
anyone to view. Are there any errors or omissions in the
minutes reported? Hearing no changes, the minutes are
approved.

Installation was given by State Deputy for Shasta Lodge
Jim Lamana, Shasta Lodge President Carole Dellaragione
and our President, Gary Smith.
Those installed were:
Trustees: Franco & Gaylene DiLorenzo and Cathy Lucido.
Mistress & Master of Ceremonies:
Ron & Marilyn Cervantez.

Application for
New Members:
were

Karen Lipari, Tony George and Kim & Nathan Hurst. All
approved by Membership.
We will be adding information to our Web Site and
Newsletter about New Member recruitment protocol.

Communications:
Shasta & Paradiso Lodge Newsletter.
Invitation from Napa Lodge about their 60th Anniversary

Dinner Dance on Friday, April 24th at the Elks Lodge.
Information on the Chico Chambers 53rd Annual Community
Summer Event honoring the Italian Cottage Restaurant who
just so happen to be long standing members of SOI.
Event to be held on Thursday June 11 at Patrick Ranch.
Tickets $30, Sponsorships/tables available.
Info on the Shasta Lodge Golf Tournament.
Other Business: President Gary Smith
President Gary Smith, Michael Smith, John & Lorna Jefsen,
Roy & Yvonne Vanoni made the trip to the Shasta Lodge to
attend their Anniversary Party on
February 21st. They
were a great group of people and it was nice to meet their
new President Carole Dellaragione, who happens to be the
first female President elected into their Lodge.
A group of 18 of us traveled up to the Paradiso Lodge on
March 8th for the Penne Pasta & Meatball dinner.
We enjoyed good food and saw some familiar faces.
Thanks to Sal & Laurie Aiello for being such great
hosts to us. It’s nice to just sit and be able to talk
sometimes.

Payments
Financial Reports:
Read by Financial Secretary Debbie Rossi.
Treasurer Report:
Read by Treasurer Franco DiLorenzo.
Committee Reports
Sunshine:

Elmer & MaryAnn Silvera were both in attendance & doing
well. Elmer’s been staying busy with Shasta Lodge.

Reno is doing well. Cathy Lucido’s brother is not doing so
good—send prayers his way. Angelo is having hip surgery,
Alfred is doing better and Cathy is just fine.
Anniversary
Party:

Cathy Lucido is the Chairperson. This will be a semiformal event, and tickets will be $30 per person.
Invite your friends and family.
The dinner will be a Chef attended Pasta Bar.
There was discussion and vote about who will D.J. this
event, as we are trying to stretch our dollar. We voted
that Dylan Smith, one of our Junior Members, would do it
for the good of the order.
Janelle & Jeanne Smith are in charge of the raffle. They
ask that all members bring a raffle gift.

Meeting
Place:

The cost for our Meeting Hall was set at $100 per meeting by
the church.
At the last Officer Meeting, we decided to put together
a committee consisting of three Officers; Steve, Cathy &
Gary, to explore the costs of having a 3-5 year lease at
St. Johns, ARC or the Veterans Hall.
The three of us will gather our information, go over it
together and submit our findings to the Officers so they can
vote.

Some ideas were that we need to look into what we have
in storage and see how we could scale down. Maybe
assign people items to store and bring once a month.
Pioneer Day
Parade:

Chairperson is Sal Busalacchli and he will have his fire
truck for us again. More info at the next meeting.

Spaghetti
Dinner:

John Jefsen:
Our 29th Annual Spaghetti Dinner is April 12th.
We’ve sold over 200 Pre-sale tickets. It would be nice
to have hit the 600 mark before the event.
Everyone should have their assignments, if not call John.
We have secured the Accordian players who will be in full
Italian dress. One of them is a Opera singer and will be
Singing on and off throughout their performance. Steve
Soldavini said if he sings in full garb, he’ll pay for them.
They will assess the room, and not interfere with the servers.
The idea to possibly have the accordion players/Opera
Singer join us in the parade on the Fire Engine came up.
Gary will look into this.

By the way, word on the street is that Don Smith may
be Chairing the Spaghetti Dinner next year. He is going
to be making up a survey to put on the table to see how
the event went for the ticket buyers.
Golf
Tourney:

Michael Smith.
The NEW date is Monday October 19th.
We still need a major Sponsor & T-Sponsors.
Lunch is catered by Spiteri’s Deli.
If you won’t be golfing but would like to attend the dinner,
tickets will be $30.

We lost our major sponsor, Recology. Tiffany Capuano’s
Husband Brandon works for Comcast. He’s going to see
if they would be interested in sponsoring us.

Wildflower
Music Fest:

Gary Smith.

Tickets are available on line & at the door. They are selling
fast and are being capped at 1,000 people.
This may become one of our strong money making events.
Since no plastic bottles are allowed, we will leave the
water sales to Klean Kanteen. We can sell all of the sodas
we want. At the last Officers meeting, we decided to put
together a committee for this event. We’ll need people to
help work the booth, probably in shifts. Let any of us know
if you can help. Steve is in charge of food, Yvette will help
work the booth & is in charge of the money.
They are doing special things for those participants that
don’t drive in.
Gary will check to see if we are getting advertising on
their Website.
Butte Co.
Memorial
Park:

Gary Smith.
Gary made contact with Ron Schauber. They will be
attending our Spaghetti Dinner and want to present us
with a plaque for helping them last year. They are also very
excited to have their Spaghetti dinner dance again this year
and would love to know if we are helping them. Ron said
they have more help this year and a better understanding of
how the night should go. Gary told him that we’ll meet after
our Spaghetti Dinner.

Bocce
Ball:

Tiffany Capuano.
Joe Serembe from Oakmont Lodge in Chico is challenging
us to a bocce ball tournament with his people.
Gary & Tiffany would like the members to sign up for a
Team of 4, and to pick a name. We will not start our bocce
Ball tournament until after the Spaghetti Dinner. The signup
sheet will be going around again at the next Meeting.

Culture
Report:

Dominick Chiracosta
Dominick was born in Calabria, Southern Italy. They had
no electricity or plumbing, lived off the land and
bartered. Their property was handed down and were
a half day walk to properties from both sides.
They grew their own wheat and veggies and made their
own wine and olive oil. Cultivation was by hand, there
were no mule drawn plows. In the summer they went
to their farmhouse which was an eight room house. Four
rooms on the bottom floor were for food, animals & the
wood fire.
How he got to America; his grandfather on his Dad’s side
came over to be a coal miner. He would go back and
forth and did this three times. His Aunt then decided that
she wanted to come to America. She married at 17 and in
1913 came to America. In the early 50’s Southern Italy
was hit with torrential rainstorms and their hillside property
was destroyed. It was in 1956 when Dominick’s Aunt was
able to get the whole family to America. He Was 14 at the
time. Everything was left behind, which was very hard to do.
His Aunt now had to help his Dad find work. They moved to
Utica New York which is where Dominick met Roseanne.
Dominick has worked in High tech for four different
computer companies and Aerospace. They have 3 children,
one son and two daughters.

Delegates:

Thank you Frank and Georgia Scotella for accepting the
positions as Delegates.

Dine Out:

Cathy Lucido.
The next dine out will be at Panaghetti’s March 27th at
6:30p.m. RSVP to Cathy Lucido, sign up sheet is going
around.
One of the employees at our last dine out from Forcella’s
told Gary that the kitchen was really backed up that night,
but patrons seemed to be happy. They said they owe it to
our group for keeping the positive vibe in the room. Maybe
we should bring some table signs that we put out at our dineouts that say Sons of Italy Chico on them, that way when
people see how much fun our group is having, they might
want to check us out.

Officer
Meeting:

The next meeting will be at Joe & Ellie Azzarito’s home.

New Business:
We are looking for someone to store the SOI Trailer. Gary
has a potential spot, but is still waiting to hear.
Raffles:
50/50Wish you
Were here:

$100:

Not held.

$30 winner was Theresa Lucido, unfortunately she wasn’t
here.
The winner was: Blake (Stella’s grandson).

Good of the
Order:

Gary has some information about Angelina Jolie’s latest
Film, Unbroken. Italian Americans are lauding this film for
its depiction about a heroic Italian American Army Officer &
his close knit family. See Yvette for a copy.

State Deputy for Shasta Lodge, Elmer Silver.
Elmer is glad to be back in the swing of things.
He went to the Monday Night Golf Tourney meeting,
Relay for Life and the Cruise. He hadn’t been able to
attend anything since August 3rd.
State Deputy for Paradiso Lodge, Sal Aiello.
Sal reported that their Penne Pasta & Meatball Dinner went
well, and he thanked all of those who attended.
Shasta Lodge President, Carole Dellaragione sent out
many thanks to Elmer Silvera for everything he does.
State Deputy for Shasta Lodge, Jim Lamanna.
Jim said our Sauce Contest was fun. He thanked all
of those who came to their Anniversary Dinner. They
are getting ready to do the Veterans Luncheon for the
Viet Nam group. He had a gift to present to Rocky, a
“smaller” pasta pot which is something he had asked for.
This is Jim’s gift to our lodge to help out with future
events. He’s still got Cruise tickets for sale. The Shasta
lodge is selling T-Sponsors. They are selling theirs $50 each or
2 for $80. We usually sponsor them, so he gave the info
to Debbie. Jim thanks us for having he & Tina and wishes
all a Happy Easter and God Bless!
After the meeting, there will be pictures taken of the
new Officers.

Sauce Cook-off
Vote:
Our first place winner was Yvette Sanfilippo who was
bestowed a Lovely Italian themed basket by Shasta Lodge
President, Carol Dellaragione. Special thanks to all who
participated and made this a successful and fun time.
Chaplain:

Closing; Rita Brunelli.

Meeting
Adjourned:

By President Gary Smith at 8:20 p.m.

Respectfully
Submitted by:

Recording Secretary Yvette Sanfilippo.

Up coming events
PIONEER DAY PARADE 2nd
OFFICERS MEETING – 7th
Wildflower Music Fest- 9th
REG MEETING – 21st
DINNER DANCE –16th
DINE OUT – 29th

MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE
We are now selecting NEW
Members to run our
Membership Committee! This is
a very fun committee to be a
part of, as it is an opportunity to
bring new ideas and fun events
to our group!

Vincenzo Bellini Lodge #2519
Order Sons of Italy in America
P.O. Box 736
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