
OREGON STATUTES

419B.010 Duty of officials to report child abuse; exceptions; penalty.

(1) Any public or private official having reasonable cause to believe that any child with
whom the official comes in contact has suffered abuse or that any person with whom the
official comes in contact has abused a child shall immediately report or cause a report to
be made in the manner required in ORS 419B.015. Nothing contained in ORS 40.225 to
40.295 [See below] shall affect the duty to report imposed by this section, except that a
psychiatrist, psychologist, member of the clergy or attorney shall not be required to report
such information communicated by a person if the communication is privileged under
ORS 40.225 to 40.295. An attorney is not required to make a report under this section by
reason of information communicated to the attorney in the course of representing a client,
if disclosure of the information would be detrimental to the client.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this section, a report need not be made under this
section if the public or private official acquires information relating to abuse by reason of
a report made under this section, or by reason of a proceeding arising out of a report
made under this section, and the public or private official reasonably believes that the
information is already known by a law enforcement agency or the Department of Human
Services.

(3) A person who violates subsection (1) of this section commits a Class A violation.
Prosecution under this subsection shall be commenced at any time within 18 months after
commission of the offense. [1993 c.546 §14; 1999 c.1051 §180; 2001 c.104 §149; 2001
c.904 §15]

40.260 Rule 506. Member of clergy-penitent privilege. (1) As used in this section,
unless the context requires otherwise:
(a) “Confidential communication” means a communication made privately and not 

intended for further disclosure except to other persons present in furtherance of the
purpose of the communication.
(b) “Member of the clergy” means a minister of any church, religious denomination

or organization or accredited Christian Science practitioner who in the course of the
discipline or practice of that church, denomination or organization is authorized or
accustomed to hearing confidential communications and, under the discipline or tenets of
that church, denomination or organization, has a duty to keep such communications
secret.

(2) A member of the clergy may not be examined as to any confidential
communication made to the member of the clergy in the member’sprofessional character
unless consent to the disclosure of the confidential communication is given by the person
who made the communication.

(3) Even though the person who made the communication has given consent to the
disclosure, a member of the clergy may not be examined as to any confidential
communication made to the member in the member’s professional character if, under the 
discipline or tenets of the member’s church, denomination or organization, the member 
has an absolute duty to keep the communication confidential. [1981 c.892 §35; 1999 c.7
§1]


