Matheson History Museum
Newsletter

Fall 2015
Volume 17, Issue 2

2015 Board of Directors

Church Street, Archer postcard courtesy of the Matheson History Museum Collection

Mary Etta Hancock Cubberly
By Joanna Grey, Marketing and Education Coordinator
Mary Etta Hancock Cubberly was a renaissance woman. She was born on April 4, 1870, in Central
Mine, Michigan, a town known for its copper mine, but her family moved to Archer, Florida, in 1885.
According to the 1880 census, her father, James Hancock, had been a blacksmith but when they
moved to Florida he bought over 100 acres of orange trees. Unfortunately, the Big Freeze of 1886
happened the next year and by the 1900 census Mr. Hancock had become a “well borer.”
Mary Etta was a very smart and determined young woman and in 1886 she began teaching at the age
of 16. She taught in a one-room log cabin “deep in the country […] and not many miles from the
Suwanee River.” She boarded with the Snyder family and was introduced to snuff for the first time,
although she politely turned it down. For the first three days only three children attended. She quickly learned it was because the chairman of the board had decided he did not like her because she was
“a Yankee and nothing but a kid.” Mary Etta did not let that dissuade her, though, and she quickly
won over the rest of the community. After a few weeks all of the children were attending school.
In 1891 she graduated with honors from the State Normal School at DeFuniak Springs. At the time,
this was the main state school for teacher training. Founded in 1887 it would operate until 1905
when female teacher education was taken over by the Florida State College for Women in Tallahassee.
In 1901 she had the rare opportunity to be the co-editor of the educational department of the Weekly
Tallahasseean. She and her co-editor, Professor W. F. King of Bronson, wrote on topics such as
relations between the teacher, parents, and pupils. Their article of January 24, 1901, stated, “It is
with regret that we notice, all over our God blessed land, a growing friction between teachers and
pupils; also, between teachers and patrons. So dangerous to the public welfare, so menacing to the
very foundations of good government, is this friction, that wise and soberminded teachers and patrons all over our southland have determined to look into it, and find the cause and the remedy.” It is
inconclusive how long she held this position, but at a time when very few women held such positions
at newspapers it was quite the accomplishment.
Mary Etta continued to excel and she became the first woman principal in Alachua County. Her
passion for education and her love for her students were always evident. In 1896 when presidential
election fever had taken over the country, she organized a mock election for the students. The students had to pay a one cent registration fee and could vote for either William McKinley or William
Jennings Bryan. The registration fees went to the library fund for the purchasing of books.
Continued on page 2.
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She not only wanted to see her students
grow in their knowledge of the world
around them; she also wanted to see them
thrive physically. Seeing many of her male
students needing more physical activity
she organized a baseball team and acted as
the umpire. A man from Jacksonville commented that she “knew the rules as well as
a regular umpire.”
After 17 years of teaching she married
Frederick Cubberly, the Collector of Customs at Cedar Key and a U.S. Commissioner for the Northern District of Florida.
They were married in Alachua County on
October 21, 1903. As was the custom of the
day, she gave up her profession to run the
Cubberly household and raise the children. They would eventually have two
daughters, Hazel and Helen, and move to
Gainesville in 1909. Their home was on E.
Orange Street, now the corner of SE 2nd
Avenue and 4th Street, but was razed in
1972.
Mary Etta did not let her new responsibili-

ties keep her from being involved in the
community and continue learning. She
was very involved in civic and church
work. Nature, astronomy, and writing
were some of her many passions. In her
later years she helped secure the property
for the Alachua General Hospital and
promoted the building of it.
As a lifelong learner, Mary Etta was a
strong proponent of the Chautauqua
Movement and was instrumental in bringing it to Gainesville. The Chautauqua
Movement was started in 1874 on the
shores of Lake Chautauqua in western
New York. It started as a summer school
for Sunday school teachers but quickly
grew into the Chautauqua Institution,
which encouraged adult education
through correspondence courses by the
Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle.
Every summer students would travel to
Chautauqua Lake to partake in classes and
attend concerts and social events. Mary
Etta and her family traveled there many
summers.

“As a lifelong learner, Mary Etta was a strong proponent of the
Chautauqua Movement and was instrumental in bringing it to
Gainesville.”
GRANTS UPDATE


Technology Grant from
Capital City Bank—Funded
the purchase of a new laptop, camera, tripod, and
two corded microphones.



Florida Department of
State, Division of Historical Resources—$300,000
grant to fund the exterior
renovations of the Melting
Pot building



Alachua County Tourism
Product Development
Grant—Renewed for another year and will help
fund our exhibits and programs



City of Gainesville Community Grant—Renewed for
another year and will help
fund tours for student
groups
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In the early 1900s the movement morphed into a “circuit Chautauqua,” where Chautauquas would travel around the country hosting classes. By 1915 over 12,000 communities
had hosted one, including Gainesville. In 1906 the trustees of the Florida Winter Bible
Conference, which was held for a number years in Gainesville, built a permanent structure to host the conference and traveling Chautauquas. It was located on the present location of the Matheson History Museum. The organization brought in a variety of speakers,
such as William Jennings Bryan and Reverend Sam Jones, along with “dramatic readers,
musical quartets, singers, magicians, programs of slides, and even horse shows” (Hildreth
& Cox, 118-119).
Mary Etta continued to be a renaissance woman even up to her last days. She passed
away in 1950 in Gainesville and is buried in the Laurel Hill Cemetery in Archer along with
her husband, Frederick, his parents and sister, and her parents and brother, Samuel. As
with the six women featured in the Matheson’s current exhibit, Mary Etta left her mark
on Alachua County and Florida.

Images Above: Mary Etta Hancock Cubberly, 1887, courtesy of the Matheson History
Museum Collection ; Winter Bible Conference and Chautauqua, courtesy of the Matheson History Museum Collection

WELCOME NEW STAFF AND BOARD MEMBER
New Board Member
Mr. Lawrence Lokken, J.D., has joined the Board of Directors as Treasurer. Mr. Lokken is the Hugh Culverhouse Eminent Scholar in Taxation Professor Emeritus
in the Levin College of Law at the University of Florida.
He received his J.D. from the University of Minnesota
and B.A. from Augsburg College. He joined the law faculty at the University of Florida in 1974 and was named the
eminent scholar in 1994. He previously taught at the
University of Georgia and New York University. Mr.
Lokken has been a visiting faculty member at many educational institutions, including Duke University, University of Leiden, The Netherlands, and Warsaw University,
Poland. From 1977-1982 he worked as a Research Consultant for Harvard Law School International Tax Program and from 1995-1998 he was a
member of the United Nations Ad Hoc Group of Experts on International Tax Matters.
He is the co-author of Fundamentals of International Taxation and Federal Taxation of
Income, Estates & Gifts.

New Staff Members
Rebecca Fitzsimmons, MLIS, MFA, has joined the
Matheson as our new Curator and Archivist. She holds a
Master of Fine Arts in photography from the University
of Illinois and a Master of Library and Information
Science from the University of South Florida. Prior to
joining the Matheson she held positions at the George
A. Smathers Libraries, Harn Museum of Art, and
Ringling Museum of Art. She is the co-author
of Community-based Collections, published in August
2015, part of the Association of Research Libraries
SPEC Kit series. She can be reached at
curator@mathesonmuseum.org.
Joanna Grey, M.A., joined the Matheson in May as our Marketing and Education Coordinator. She received her Master’s
of Liberal Studies, English concentration, from the University
of North Carolina at Charlotte and her Bachelor’s of Liberal
Studies, history concentration, from Peace College. The
daughter of a Gainesville native, she moved here last fall from
Falls Church, Virginia, where she was the Customer Service
Representative for the City of Falls Church Department of
Public Works. Prior to that she was an assistant teacher in
Charlotte, North Carolina, in first and third grade. She can be
reached at info@mathesonmuseum.org.

Laura Ferrante is the Matheson’s new part-time Research
Assistant. She is currently a student in the University of Florida’s Master’s of Museum Studies program. She received her
Bachelor’s of Art History from the University of Florida. Ms.
Ferrante has interned at the Samuel P. Harn Museum of Art
and the National Museum of African Art at the Smithsonian
Institution. She can be reached at
research@mathesonmueum.org.

VOLUNTEERS
Many thanks to our loyal and
hardworking volunteers!
Mr. Fred Awbrey—Tour Guide
extraordinaire!
Mr. Don Albury—Tireless cataloger of the Tison Tool Barn and
writer of the “Tooling Around the
Matheson History Museum” blog.
Ms. Mae Clark—Her generous
donation helped make the refurbishing of the Matheson’s main
entrance possible and she continues to oversee the upkeep of the
potted plants and front lawn.
Dr. Betsy Albury—We are indebted to her for her continuous work
on grant applications for the Museum.
Dr. Mark V. Barrow—His newest
project is working with the City to
have Sweetwater Branch, which
runs along the east side of the
Museum, restored and beautified.
Mr. Barry Baumstein—We are
grateful for his hard work managing the Museum’s rental properties.
Ms. Chelsea Collison—Master’s of
Museum Studies student and
collections volunteer

Interesting in becoming a
volunteer?
Rebecca Fitzsimmons, our new
Curator and Archivist, will be
overseeing our volunteer program.
At the Harn Museum of Art she
was Coordinator for Adult and
Docent Programs and we are so
excited to have her expertise at the
Matheson! If you would like to
find out more information about
our volunteer program please
contact Rebecca at 352-378-2280
or curator@mathesonmuseum.org
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MELTING POT
BUILDING UPDATE
In 2014 the Matheson purchased
the former Melting Pot building at
418 E. University Avenue. The
building began its life as the
Gainesville Gospel Tabernacle
Church and then became the Barrow Family Antique Store . The
Melting Pot restaurant was housed
there from 1982-2009.
This past July the Matheson received a $300,000 special category
grant from the Florida Department
of State, Division of Historical
Resources. This historic preservation grant will fund the renovations of the exterior of the building, which will be transformed into
a library, archive and community
meeting space.
The renovation of the interior of
the building will be funded by
private donations. The Cade Family Foundation and AEC Foundation’s generous donations have
started the fund but we are still in
need of donations to ensure the
restoration of this beautiful building.
Photos of the Melting Pot
pre-restoration.

UPCOMING EVENTS AND EXHIBITS
Current Exhibit
Saving the Sunshine State: Women Leaders in the Twentieth Century
September 1—October 31, 2015
May Mann Jennings, Zora Neale Hurston, Marjory Stoneman Douglas, Marjorie Harris
Carr, Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings and Mary McLeod Bethune all worked to improve Florida and the lives of its citizens in areas such as conservation, civil rights, writing, education and suffrage. The exhibit tells the stories of these women leaders through a unique
selection of artifacts, documents and images on loan from the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings
Historic State Park, Bethune Foundation of Bethune-Cookman University, The Marjorie
and Archie Carr Family, the Florida Museum of Natural History, and the University of
Florida Special and Area Studies Collections. Each of the featured women will also be
highlighted in a series of programs at the Matheson and in two history bus tours.

Upcoming Exhibits
Florida Girls & Boys & Their Toys
November 2015 to January 2016
Long Road to Freedom: The Florida Black Heritage Trail
February to March 2016
Liquid Gold: The Rise and Fall of Florida Citrus
April to June 2016

20% discount on
History Bus
Tour tickets for
all new and
renewed
members!

Upcoming Events
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings History Bus Tour
Saturday, October 10, 2015
from 10am-2pm
$60 per person, 20% discount for members (lunch is
included)
Take a trip into Florida's rural past with a bus tour to Cross
Creek. Learn about the importance of sense of place to Rawlings's writing with lead scholar Flo Turcotte, literary manuscripts archivist and curator of the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings
papers at the University of Florida. This special event package includes bus transportation from the Matheson History
Museum to Cross Creek with literary guide Flo Turcotte, a
tour of Marjorie Kinnan Rawling's home, and lunch at The
Yearling Restaurant.
To purchase tickets please visit the events page on the museum’s website,
www.mathesonmuseum.org or call 352-378-2280.
Marjorie Harris Carr/Paynes Prairie
History Bus Tour
Saturday, October 24, 2015
from 10am-2pm
$60 per person, 20% discount for members (lunch is included)
Join Lars Anderson and Peggy Macdonald for
an immersive tour of Paynes Prairie. Lars Anderson, a full-time river guide for American
Outpost in High Springs, is also the author
of Paynes Prairie, the Great Savanna: A History and Guide. Dr. Macdonald, author
of Marjorie Harris Carr: Defender of Florida's Environment, will provide an overview of
Carr's quest to save Paynes Prairie, Lake Alice, and Micanopy.
The tour package includes bus transportation from the Matheson History Museum and a
picnic lunch in Paynes Prairie catered by Micanopy's Pearl Country Store and Barbecue (owned by Marjorie Carr's son and daughter-in-law, David and Peggy Carr).
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To purchase tickets please visit the events page on the museum’s website,
www.mathesonmuseum.org or call 352-378-2280.

Mary McLeod Bethune: An American Legend
Saturday, October 31, 2015
from 2:30-4pm
$5 per person
Dr. Ashley Robertson, Curator/Director of the Bethune Foundation and
assistant professor of history at Bethune-Cookman University, examines
the life and legacy of educator and activist Mary McLeod Bethune, whose
influence was felt in Florida and across the United States. Dr. Robertson
is the author of the new book, Mary McLeod Bethune in Florida: Bringing Social Justice to the Sunshine State.
Photo Credits: Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, courtesy of the University of Florida Special and Area Studies Collection; Marjorie Harris Carr, courtesy of Mimi Carr; Mary McLeod Bethune, courtesy of the State Archives of Florida

EVENT PHOTO GALLERY

Park Ranger, Carrie Todd, of the Marjorie Kinnan
Rawlings Historic State Park talks with attendees at
the July 30th marmalade cooking demonstration.

The 7 Lbs. of Bacon Mess Bands plays on the steps
of the 1867 Matheson House before the Civil War
Battle of Gainesville Reenactment on August 15th.

Museum co-founder, Murray Laurie, speaks to a
packed house at the Civil War Symposium on August
13th.

Dr. Mark V. Barrow, museum co-founder, and Dr.
Mildred Hill-Lubin, former UF English professor,
before her reading of works by Zora Neale
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Hurston on September 10th.

FOLLOW US!
History Mystery
photo series
www.facebook.com/
mathesonmuseum
Florida Revealed blog
http://
floridarevealed.
tumblr.com

Support the Matheson and be a part of history!
New Membership

Renewal

Student—$15
Individual—$30
Senior Individual—$25
Family—$40
Contributor—$100

Benefactor—$250
Sponsor—$500
Patron—$1000
Investor—$2,500
Circle of Friends—$500 annual
pledge

Name:________________________________________________________
Tooling Around the
Matheson History
Museum blog
http://mathesontools.
weebly.com

@MathesonMuseum

mathesonmuseum

Matheson History Museum
513 E. University Avenue
Gainesville, FL 32601

Address:______________________________________________________
City/State/Zip:__________________________________________________
Home Phone:____________________ Work Phone:_____________________
Email:________________________________________________________
Please make checks payable to Matheson History Museum. Cut out this form and mail it
with your check. For more information please call 352-378-2280 or email
info@mathesonmuseum.org.
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