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Village Reminders
The last Clean-Up and Electronics Recycling Day for 2016
is scheduled for Saturday, October
15th. To be held at the Village Hall
from 9 am to 12 noon, the event is
open to Village residents and advance registration is not required.
Garden and yard waste will be
accepted at no charge. There will
be a minimal fee for electronics including televisions and monitors.
Additionally a secure off-site shredding service will also be offered at
no charge. Individuals are limited
to three “bank box” sized cartons of
High Speed Crash Demolishes St. Mary’s Vestibule
papers to be shredded. For more inOn September 23rd, 2016 at 5:46 PM 27 year old Brian Snow of East Greenbush, New York was formation call Village Hall at 766arrested for Aggravated DWI after an investigation of a one car personal injury accident on Church 3044, extension “0”.
Street in the Village of Nassau. At 5:20 PM officers received a call for a car crashed into the St.
Mary’s Church on Church Street. After the investigation it appeared the vehicle driven westbound
on Church Street by Mr. Snow left the roadway, struck a mailbox, sideswiped a tree, demolished
concrete steps to a house and then destroyed the vestibule at the top of the steps of the church.
The passenger of the vehicle was transported to the hospital for injuries to his ankle. Mr. Snow was
arrested and processed at Nassau Police Station. He was arraigned by Nassau Village Court Judge
Michael Conway and remanded to Rensselaer County Jail in lieu of $3,000 bail. More charges will
be pending at a later time. Mr. Snow’s BAC was 0.22%. His next appearance will be October 11th
2016 at 6:30 P.M. - From Village of Nassau Police Blotter www.nassaupd.com/blotter.

Nassau Rural Run Scheduled

Speaking of recycling, Nassau
Boy Scout Troop 166 continues
their monthly can and bottle collection at the Grace United Methodist
Church. The next collection day
will be Saturday, October 15th from
10 am - 2 pm.

Finally, a thanks from the BeauThe Town of Nassau Youth Committee is holding its 2nd Annual 5k tification Committee for the many
Rural Run road race on Sunday Oct. 23. The race starts at 10 am with who volunteered this year to be part
packet pick-up and last minute registration from 8:30 to 9:45 am. 1st, 2nd of the Committee. First-timers Jeaand 3rd place ribbons for top runners in age groups at 10 year increments nette Scott and Andy Kahnle joined
will be awarded. Parking and race start at the Nassau Town Highway Ga- us this year, and of course thanks to
the many more who patronized the
rage at 599 Central Nassau Road, East Nassau.
Runners will leave the town highway facility onto Central Nassau Chicken BBQ, Nassaufest and OkRoad, heading west to Mud Pond Road, to a halfway point and return. toberfest. We couldn’t do it without
There is also a 1 mile trail walk on our Mud Pond Preserve for those who you!
The Village Green
do not wish to run. Food and beverages will be available for sale. A raffle
Nassau Village Beautification Committee
will take place to raise money for our town youth programs. There is a $15
P.O. Box 130, Nassau, NY 12123
registration fee and T-shirts to those who register by Oct. 10th! RegistraKurt Vincent, Editor - 766-2291
E-mail:
info@nassau12123.com
tion blanks are available at www.townofnassau.org. To participate please
Your Comments & Material Always Welcome
download, print and send your registration as noted. Call Fred McCagg at
Copyright 2016. All rights reserved.
766-9417 for further information.

NASSAU’S ROLE IN
THE CIVIL WAR

F

rom 1861 to 1865, the American nation was broken as brother fought brother in a Civil War
that remains a defining moment in
our nation’s history. Here in Southern Rensselaer County the call to
arms was answered by hundreds of
men who volunteered to fight.
Records show three separate
regiments held recruiting visits in
Nassau. They were: 125th Infantry
Regiment, Company E, 7th Cavalry
Regiment, Company H and 169th
Infantry Regiment, Company A.
Of the three regiments the
169th Infantry Regiment was the
largest of the three. Of the approximately 1,700 men recruited, 62 are
identified in regimental records
as having enlisted here in Nassau.
Many more traveled to Troy and
other locations to enlist. Of those
62 men who enlisted in Company
A, while extreme by modern standards, their experience was similar
to many other infantry units.
Records show soldiers ranged
in age from 16 - 44 years old;
two were captured and later paroled; two deserted; five died from
wounds suffered after discharge;
two were wounded, but survived;
five died in Confederate captivity;
four killed in action and seven died
of disease while in service.

Shackles on display at the NYS Military Museum in Saratoga Springs were used at Andersonville Prison, South Carolina, where all five
Nassau men died in Confederate captivity.

All About Nassau
People, Buildings and Memories

by Kurt Vincent, Nassau Village Historian

“Hot for the Sunny South” might be a bit hard to swallow as a recruiting ploy, but early in the war
sign-up bonuses were common. In an age when travel to Albany or Troy was viewed as a major
accomplishment, Company A made recruiting visits not only to Nassau Village, but also Hoag’s
Corners, Brainard, Stephentown and Schodack to fill its ranks.

John Ellis Wool - left, (1784 – 1869) was an officer in the United States
Army during three consecutive U.S. wars: the War of 1812, the MexicanAmerican War and the Civil War. In 1861 he was one of four general officers of the United States Army. When the war began, Wool, age 77 and
a brigadier general for 20 years, was the oldest general on either side of
the conflict. For a period of time prior to the Civil War he lived in Nassau
Village at 5 Church Street pictured below in the 1890’s.

John Augustus Griswold - left, (1818-1873) was born in Nassau Village,
where his father was local postmaster. Nephew of Gen. John Ellis Wool,
he became owner of the Rensselaer Iron Works in Troy. He was active
in organizing volunteer army units and fitting out three regiments. He is
remembered as aiding John Ericsson in the construction of the first submersible war ship The Monitor. Griswold Street is named in his honor.
Below, the Monitor and Merrimack battled in March 1862 and is considered one of the most important naval battles of the Civil War.

John Messinger - left (1822 - 1906), was a German immigrant who survived the Civil War and settled in Nassau. His home, at 24 Lake Avenue
survives. A painter and plasterer by trade, he was a member of St. Mary’s
Church, was a Director of the Nassau Fair and served as a Village Trustee.

Samuel J. Lennon (1843 - 1929) was a native of Ireland and a drummer
boy in the Union Army. His headstone in Nassau Cemetery details his
military career. For many years he spoke to students at Nassau School
recollecting his Civil War days. A confectioner, his business stood opposite Nassau Village Square (center building above left) and was later
moved to Chatham Street, turned sideways and
used as a small market where it still stands.
After the war the Grand Army of
the Republic (GAR) was founded
to assist veterans and their widows. In addition to building homes
and hospitals for veterans, the
group promoted war memorials
across the former Union states.
The official memorial to the
soldiers and sailors of Rensselaer
County of the Civil War is located
in Troy, at Monument Square.
If you would like to share your Nassau stories and/or pictures contact us at info@nassau12123.com or telephone Mr. Vincent at 766-2291.
We would love to include your material in a future edition.

