In 2001, 


John Ortberg wrote the book 


If You Want to Walk on Water, 



You Have to Get Out of the Boat.  

Sometime before I arrived here in 2007 


this congregation went through the study.  

I know 


because I see the bible study box when I am in my study


and the title comes up in a majority of the discussion I have 



with members about taking risk 



and trusting God.

One of the chapters in the study asks, 


“Are you going to be a boat potato?  

This nice play on couch potato highlights a few things.  


All of the disciples were in the boat, 



but only Peter got out of the boat.  


They were all following Jesus,



 listening to him, 



being around him, 




but only Peter found himself walking on water.  

As we are joined by brothers and sisters 


from our Mission Affinity Groups in Alaska this morning, 



now is a good time to ask ourselves, 


“Are we going to be boat potatoes 



and sit and watch God at work in the world around us, 


or are we going to be involved in the action of God in the world around us?”  

For we have spent time this weekend 


holding each other accountable 


and looking forward to further accountability.  

And for the most part, 


our stories sounded similar to Peter's.  

There were moments of grace and inspiration 


and then the wind came up 


and we lost our focus 



and we started to sink.

As bad as that sounds, 

as embarrassing as it is to our pride to have to cry out, 


“Lord, save me.”  

That is the type of disciple 


and the type of church I want to be.  

One that is taking big enough risks 


that I find myself dependent on God to make it through.  

One that has left the boat 


and is trusting who Jesus is enough to leave that security.

What that point is, 


is not always easy to discern.  



For the disciples were struggling already against the wind.  

These seasoned fisherman 


were battling the wind in the boat 



and not going anywhere.  



Just stuck in the middle of the Sea.  

So just because life is not easy sailing, 


does not mean you are not being a boat potato.  

For the church has only experienced brief episodes of relative calm waters 


when the world was not pushing against it.  

It is in those periods of history 


that the church was the least healthy.  

For the last five years in ECO, 


we have no longer been rowing against the wind 



for the validity and authority of scripture.  

But with the head wind gone, 


did we take the chance to get out of the boat?  

Or did we stay in the boat 


doing the same things?  

What do we need that would enable us to get out of the boat?

According to the gospel writer Matthew, 


his structure of the story seems to say we need three things from Jesus.  

Hear that good news.  


We need things from Jesus, 


not from ourselves.  

When Jesus greets them 

and the disciples think he is a ghost walking on the water, 


because people don't walk on water, 



Jesus makes three statements.  




“Take courage. 




I am. 




Don't be afraid.”  

We have heard the story enough, 


that we probably hear it as one sentence 



despite the two periods and exclamation point in verse 27.  

These are the three sentences that caused Peter to consider getting out of the boat.

The first is an imperative command, 


“Take courage!”  

The Greek Lexicon describes this Tharseite as: 

To have confidence 


and firmness of purpose 



in the face of danger or testing—


‘to be deaf to threats,’ 


and ‘to have a heart like iron.’  

Jesus is doing something they have never seen before, 


acting as no man ever thought they could.  

He commands them, 


“Don't run away from this new thing, 


but welcome it.” 

We know that God has been telling us this for millenia. 


When we have courage, 



great things happen, 




we finally enter the promise land, 




Jericho's walls fall.  


When we don't, 



we wander in the wilderness for 40 years.  

Do we trust God enough in any situation?  


Do we trust him to save us, 



or will we start to figure out how we can save ourself?  

The other 11 disicples did not take the courage to heart, 


for they stayed in the boat and saved themselves.

Jesus next statement is not a command, 


but almost a title.  

Jesus simply says, 


ego eimi, 


I am.  

This simple statement is a bold 


and world changing claim.  

The story of the burning bush has God describe himself as, 


“I am who I am.”  

In the gospel of John, 


Jesus makes several “I am.” statements.  

This “I am” motif 


is a claim in the name of God.  

Jesus is making a claim 


that supports our doctrine of fully God 


and fully man.

The third statement is another imperative command, 


and it is one that we should know well, 

as we have the same reaction to every theophany 


and have to be told, 



“Don't be afraid!”  

As an imperative command, 


it is an order that would not be ignored or dismissed.  

A little reflection needs to be done on why God 


always has to tell us this when ever he comes into our lives.  

But not much, 


because we are aware of how much we prefer to avoid change, 



even if it is good for us.  

Change means not having control anymore, 


not having a predictable rhythm, 


not knowing what is going to happen next.  

Jesus' three part greeting sets the stage for what comes next.  


He has told the disciples 


and tells us to have courage, 



to ignore the conclusions that you are making, 



because he is God.  


As we realize he is God, 



we find fear creeping in 




because we are both unworthy of God's presence 




and we fear what God is going to change, 



but that stems from forgetting who “I am” is.

To stop the cycle, 


Peter makes a request, 

because Peter is impulsive enough 


to follow Jesus' instruction 


to be courageous that God is present 


and not to fear him.  

But that little bit of fear puts out a test, 


“Lord, 



if it’s you, 




tell me to come to you on the water.”  

While confirming the voice and direction of Jesus 


is always recommended, 

we are often timid about doing so, 


because we know that when it is the Lord's voice, 



we need to follow.  

But Peter misses our usual ignore Jesus maneuver 


and instead hears Jesus say, 



“Come.”

I have only come close to what Peter experienced once.  


While in college 



I taught a kayaking class at the pool, 




as the last class of the night.  

We put the pool cover on each night at the end of class.  

It was the end of the semester 


and they were buying new pool covers, 



so on the last night, 


we tried walking on water.  
That first step was a timid one, 


first with a toe, 


then the foot, 


then pushing down as much as you could 



while still depending on one leg.  

But at some point, 


you had to step all the way on the mat.  

On an Olympic size pool, 


it is intimidating, 


but we did.  



We were like Peter walking on the water!

Granted there was a foam mat underneath us, 


but the sensation was unlike anything I had ever felt.  

To be Peter that night had to be exhilarating.  


You saw Jesus doing something no one had ever done before 


and now you are doing it too.  

It doesn't make sense, 


but you have set fear aside, 


set your heart on the fact that God is here 



and God can do this, 


and you are walking on water.  

You are focused on Jesus.  

You are walking toward Jesus.  


Until you are not.

Again, 


a small taste of Peter's experience, 



was on the same pool, 




same night, 




near the middle.  

In order to walk, 


you wanted to look for the fresh looking foam.  

As I said, the mat was being retired.  

As our confidence grew, 


we lost focus and started running, 


only to suddenly find ourselves sinking 



as we stepped in a rotten spot and punched through.  

We had discussed the dangers of suffocating in a pool cover enough, t


hat when I first fell, 


fear gripped me.  



I cried out to be saved.

The question for Peter's scenario is, 


what caused him to fall?  

We are told that he “saw the wind.”  

But I have done enough illustrations trying to explain the Holy Spirit and wind 


to know that you don't see the wind.  

You see the effects of the wind.  


You see the crashing waves, 


you feel the spray pelting your face, 


Jesus' hair and robe flopping in the wind.  

You see those things, 


but you don't see the wind.  

In order to see all of those things, 


you are no longer standing firm, 


taking courage in the one who is, “I am.”  

And in doing so, 


fear is invited back in, 



even though we are told not to fear.  

Instead twisted ideas about “I am” 


come into our minds 


and the reality that we have created gain control.  

Those realities call us back to the depths.  

Leaving us once again having to cry out, 


“Lord, Save me!”  

Again, 


a command, 


not a suggestion.

Peter is challenged for his little faith 


and asked why did he doubt.  

As we look at the situation, 


we realize that Peter should be challenged.  

But is it because he started sinking 

or because he cried out, 


“Lord, Save me!”?  

Yes, 


Peter took his eyes off Jesus 


and started to sink, 



so that is a valid critique.  
But we get caught up in the story 


and forget that Peter was walking on water, 



because of Jesus.  

When Peter was walking on water, 


Jesus was already saving him from drowning.  

If he can keep you from drowning by walking on water, 


don't you think he can pull you out of the water when you start sinking?  

Did Peter in those few steps 


forget that it was God that was leading him 


and start to think that it was by his own good works, 



his leadership style, 



his forthright nature that he was walking on water.  

When we reach this place, 


we do need to cry out to the Lord to save us.  

But it is not from the wind and the waves that threaten to drown us 


that we need to be saved..  

It is from the much more dangerous self 


that thinks that it can save itself, 


that I can walk on water, 



not because of who Jesus is, 



but because of who I am,




the we need to be saved from.  

When we find ourselves in that frame of mind, 


we are not courageously standing firm, 


not remembering who I am is, 


we are not fearing God, 



but we are also not respecting God either.

As we prepare to get out of the boat, 


may we continually remember that it is the Lord who has saved us, 


is saving us, 


and will continue to save us.  

As we see Jesus do that over and over again, 


and remember it was not us 


but Jesus, 



we too will have no doubt that Jesus is the Son of God.
