CONSERVATION
The King Ranch
contained some of the
finest open country in
Pennsylvania. Thanks
to the efforts of some
dedicated souls, much
of the ranch has been
preserved for posterity.
BELOW: The photo is of
the late Bob and Helen
Kleberg of the King
Ranch.

ington, Delaware. He eventually
amassed 4,000 acres in the Buck
and Doe Run valley. In the mid1940s, Mr. Stewart learned that
duPont wanted to sell.
Mrs. Hannum said in a 2005
interview with this writer that
when Mr. duPont was considering selling his Doe Run land, Mr.
Stewart thought of Bob Kleberg,
patriarch of the famous King
Ranch in Texas. The Stewarts and
the Klebergs had become great
friends through their horse racing
connections. Mr. Stewart invited
Mr. Kleberg to hunt with the
Cheshire. He wowed Mr. Kleberg
with the abundance of lush pastureland and access to the freshest
water, with the added bonus of
railroad access and proximity to

Water For Wilmington

The effort to preserve the headwaters of the Brandywine
led to a community—and foxhunting gem.
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Stewart, Mrs. Nancy Hannum’s
stepfather, first conceived the
idea to start his own hunt in the
area in 1912. To ensure the hunt
access to the finest open country,
he visited local farmers and
offered them a deal they could
not refuse. Mr. Stewart bought
their farms, offering owners the
tenant rights for their lifetimes.
Some chose to live out their lives
on their farms for free, without
responsibilities or taxes, while

others moved away. The win
for Mr. Stewart’s hunt was
farmland returned to open
grassland, perfect for crossing
on horseback.
FOR CATTLE

Lammot duPont was the
owner of a large parcel he
purchased in 1919 in an effort to protect the purity of the
Brandywine Creek, the main
water supply for nearby Wilm-

K. GROVES
COURTESY HELEN
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n the 1980s when the
vast and valuable King
Ranch, in Unionville, Pa.,
was in jeopardy, it took
the tremendous effort and insightful leadership as well as the
sheer determination of many
foxhunters and open-space advocates to save it from massive
development.
Saving Unionville’s open
country began when Cheshire’s
founding Master W. Plunket

eastern meat markets. What
more perfect place to fatten King
Ranch cattle? Mr. duPont wanted
to sell and Mr. Stewart made the
introductions. According to Mrs.
Hannum, Mr. Kleberg turned to
her stepfather and asked, “What
Goddamned fool but me would
pay $40 an acre for that land?”
Mr. Kleberg bought the
duPont property in 1946 and
established Buck and Doe Run
Valley Farms, a subsidiary of the
King Ranch. Slowly he bought
up adjoining farms, so that by
the mid-1960s, the ranch owned
10,000 acres—all open to foxhunting. It was the largest contiguous, privately owned piece of
property in Chester County.
Those 15 ½ square miles
included the villages of Doe Run
and Spring Dell, 18th and 19th
century houses and one-room
schoolhouses, not to mention prime agricultural soils,
the deep forest known as the
Laurels and pristine water of the
Buck and Doe Runs.
When shipping cattle from
Texas to southern Chester
County became increasingly
difficult, Mr. Kleberg commissioned a development analysis
of the ranch property. According to David Shields, associate
director of the Environmental
Management Center at the
Brandywine Conservancy,
the Kleberg’s analysis left
possible the development
of 15,500 residential units,
a half million square feet of
retail, 11 schools, and water
and sewage plants. There was
even a rumor that Disney was
considering the location for a
new theme park.
FOR WATER

According to Mr. Kleberg’s
daughter Helen Groves, this
was when her daughter Caroline and George A. “Frolic”
Weymouth “dreamed up
the conservancy plan.”

The Brandywine Conservancy
was aware of the importance of
saving the land and its natural
resources. Shields notes the
combined flow of the Buck
and Doe Runs nearly doubles
that of the west branch of the
Brandywine and was critical to
diluting water polluted by the
city of Coatesville and Lukens
Steel before it reached Wilmington. Six million gallons a
day are produced on the King
Ranch property alone. The land
was not tilled, therefore erosion
was minimal, and because there
were so few cattle per acre,
manure runoff was not an issue.
In 1982, the water from the Doe
Run was declared virtually unpolluted by the Water Department of Wilmington.
Between 1971 until his
death in 1974, the conservancy
sent many a persuasive letter
to Kleberg, essentially begging
him to preserve the property.
The King Ranch sold 3,500
acres to Diana Strawbridge
Wister and George Strawbridge
Jr. north of Unionville. Jim and
Betsy Sargent and Gerry Lenfest
bought approximately 1,100
acres of King Ranch property.
The Brandywine Conservancy
later put both properties under
easement. The Lenfest property
has since been donated to the
Natural Lands Trust as a nature
preserve.
The conservancy was interested in acquiring the ecologically valuable area known as the
Laurels in the center of Buck
and Doe Run Valley Farms.
Named for the mountain laurel
abundant there, the Laurels
comprises hundreds of pristine acres of hardwood forest
sloping down towards both
the Buck and Doe Runs that
course through the forest. The
conservancy approached the
Alexander family for help in
persuading the King Ranch to
sell 1,200 acres in the heart of
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Experience the Flint Hills

The Moingona Hunt Invitational
THREE DAY PERFORMANCE TRIAL

March 8,9,10 2013
40,000+ acres
near historic
Council Grove,
Kansas.
Limited Fields

Contacts:
Dixon Appel, MFH
515.981.9813 (or)
515.981-0082
Diane Hickman, MFH
515-287-4882

TALLY HO Toto!
This is coyote
country!
rdhickman@q.com

Oldfields School is located in the heart of
Maryland hunt country.
For more information contact Oldfields School
PhillipsA@OldfieldsSchool.org
410-472-4800
www.OldfieldsSchool.org
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Mr. Stewart’s Cheshire
Celebrates 100
MASTER PLUNKET STEWART would be proud to know his
fabled Mr. Stewart’s Cheshire Foxhounds will celebrate its
centennial season, 100 years of foxhunting, this fall with the
opening of the 2012 – 2013 season.
A childhood dream to have his own pack of hounds, his
own country and his own hunt was fulfilled 99 years ago
when the Master of Foxhounds Association recognized Mr.
Stewart’s Cheshire Foxhounds. It all began the year before
when Mr. Stewart was driving in his touring car looking for
his ideal hunting country. He pulled off the road at the top
of a hill overlooking the Doe Run Valley and knew he had
found it. Mr. Charles Mather granted him permission to claim
the area that before had been considered the country of
the Brandywine Hounds. Little did they know then that Mr.
Mather’s consent was the key that unlocked a century and
counting of world-renowned foxhunting, relished by generations of Unionville area horsemen and women.
Young Nancy Penn Smith, Mr. Stewart’s stepdaughter, soaked up every bit of knowledge about the sport of
foxhunting, horses and hounds as she grew up enmeshed
in the life of the Hunt. By the 1940s she was married to
John Hannum and became Mr. Stewart’s Joint Master. Upon
Mr.Stewart”s death in 1948 Nancy Penn Smith Hannum
became soul Master of Mr. Stewart’s Cheshire Foxhounds
and continued the grand traditions of hunting the Unionville
country. Mrs. Hannum’s reputation and that of her pack of
English hounds grew and grew. Breeding the finest hounds
and producing great sport were her life.
Having served as Master and often Huntsman for 55
years, Mrs. Hannum stepped down in 2003. She died at the
age of 90 in 2010. Four Masters now fill her role – Russell
Jones, Michael Ledyard, Bruce Miller and Sanna Hendriks.
Huntsman Ivan Dowling is now in his 9th season as Mr.
Stewart’s Cheshire Foxhounds celebrates its 100th season.
Mr. Stewart’s Cheshire Foxhounds will celebrate the Centennial with a week of hunting and other activities, Saturday
November 10 through Saturday, November 17, 2012.
“Goodnight Ladies,” a documentary film on Mrs. Hannum will be presented by her granddaughter, filmmaker
Christy Hannum, at the Chester Country Historical Society
in West Chester, Pa. on Wednesday evening, Nov. 14. Information on the celebration, and various activities is avaible at
the Cheshire Hunt Conservancy website:- cheshirehuntconservancy.com.

the property. But the ranch was
not interested in any further
subdivision.
Diana Wister says that
although Frolic Weymouth is
hesitant to take credit, once
members of the local community talked to him, he took
the ball and ran with it. As a

member of the hunt at that
time, he was well aware of the
importance of this key piece of
property. He acknowledges he
might have twisted a few arms.
FOR CONSERVATION

Although a stout defender of
foxhunting, Frolic says the

Conservancy was not saving the
King Ranch land for foxhunting; it
was saving it to protect the water
supply for the city of Wilmington.
Kleberg told duPont he would
preserve the headwaters of the
Brandywine to protect Wilmington’s water, and the conservancy stepped in to guarantee that
pledge after Mr. Kleberg’s death.
Longtime hunt member Mrs.
Miles Valentine and the conservancy board agreed to find
a way to buy 5,367 acres, the
largest remaining block of King
Ranch land. The conservancy
would hold onto the Laurels and
sell the rest. But how? The King
Ranch gave them six months to
figure it out. The lawyers went to
work and came up with a plan to
form a limited partnership, Buck
and Doe Associates, to buy, ease
and subdivide. Initially there was
a core group of six investors, but
they needed almost $13 million
to fund the deal, so more inves-

tors had to be found. Shields
says the pitch to other investors
was, “Come and own a piece of
the ranch.”
Investors had to believe in
the conservancy. “There were
lots of ‘ifs’ in this deal, lots of
faith, so many unknowns,”
Shields says. Everyone at the
conservancy was scrambling.
Weymouth gave assurances, and
20 investors made the leap of
faith. Then they had to wait for
a reply from the King Ranch.
After a lot of local pressure,
as well as influence from the Alexander family, the King Ranch
finally agreed and the deal was
made. The final price was $11.8
million, or $2,200 an acre. They
closed on July 9, 1984.
It was the single largest conservation easement for the Brandywine Conservancy at 4,550
acres. The whole piece consisted
of 39 farm parcels, 17 lots and
the Laurels. Strawbridge says

Frolic Weymouth is the person
to thank for negotiating the deal
with the King Ranch and educating the entire hunting community on the absolute necessity of
protecting that valuable swath of
country from developers. “He got
landowners together and made
them interested in land preservation.” More than once, he says,
Frolic Weymouth went back to
the King Ranch to ask for an extension while he persuaded more
people to commit to more land
and then he had to get a loan for
the shortfall. “It was an extraordinary gesture. He was a conservationist and he knew it was a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.
It was a close call. If he hadn’t
been a consummate salesman, it
wouldn’t have happened.”
The hardest sell was convincing people that if they loved this
countryside, others would also
love it and want to overbuild on
it, Mr. Strawbridge says.

For Hunting

Frolic Weymouth says Mrs. Hannum fought word by word to put
into the language of the easements that the hunt be allowed to
go through the eased properties
forever. She never could understand why that would not hold
up in court or how it was possible
that there were people in the
world, much less in Unionville,
who might not want the hunt galloping through their property.
Mrs. Hannum acknowledged,
“The King Ranch saved that piece
of open country and preserved it
well for Cheshire. What is now is
possible because of Mr. Kleberg
and, later, the Conservancy.”
Prue Draper Osborn is a foxhunter and a freelance writer
from Unionville, PA. She has
written an anecdotal history of
Mr. Stewart’s Cheshire Foxhounds, to be released this fall
in conjunction with the Hunt’s
Centennial celebration.
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