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“Preach. Teach. Reach.” 



 

C we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free 
 ourselves. We have not practiced your righteousness. 
 Our hearts have turned away from you. For the sake of 
 the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be 
 reconciled to one another for the glory of your holy name. 
 Amen. 

 

P Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass 
 and new things I now declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. 

 We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 
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Isaiah 42:1-9 

 God’s servant is endowed with God’s spirit in order to bring justice to the 
nations. The servant will not exercise authority boisterously or with 
violence, nor will weariness ever prevent the fulfilling of the servant’s task. 
God’s old promises have been fulfilled; the servant’s new assignment is to 
bring light to the nations. 

R
 1

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my 
 soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth 
 justice to the nations. 

2
He will not cry or lift up his voice, 

   or make it heard in the street; 
3
a bruised reed he will not 

 break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will 
 faithfully bring forth justice. 

4
He will not grow faint or be 

 crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the 
 coastlands wait for his teaching.  

5
Thus says God, the Lord, 

   who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread 
 out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the 
 people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 

6
I am the 

 Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by 
 the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the 
 people, a light to the nations, 

7
to open the eyes that are blind, 

  to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison 



 

 those who sit in darkness. 
8
I am the Lord, that is my name; 

   my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 
9
See, the 

 former things have come to pass, and new things I now 
 declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 

Psalm 29 
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Acts 10:34-43 

Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles 
and proclaims the good news of God’s inclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name 
to Cornelius, a Roman centurion. As a result of Peter’s preaching, 
Cornelius and his family become the first Gentiles to be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

R
 34

Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I 
 truly understand that God shows no partiality, 

35
but in every 

 nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
 acceptable to him. 

36
You know the message he sent to the 

 people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord 
 of all. 

37
That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in 

 Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
38

how God 
 anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
 power; how he went about doing good and healing all who 
 were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 

39
We are 

 witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 
 They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 

40
but God 

 raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 
41

not to 
 all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
 witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from 
 the dead. 

42
He commanded us to preach to the people and to 

 testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living 
 and the dead. 

43
All the prophets testify about him that 

 everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
 through his name.” 
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Matthew 3:13-17 

 Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the 
Spirit, and identified publicly as God’s child. 

P
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Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be 
 baptized by him. 

14
John would have prevented him, saying, “I 

 need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 
15

But 
 Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in 
 this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 

16
And 

 when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the 
 water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw 
 the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 
 

17
And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, 

 with whom I am well pleased.” 
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Pastor Don Glanzer 
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P   Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the 
 world, and all in need. 

 
 

A brief silence. 

 
R Calling God, you speak with power to your church. Open our 

 hearts and minds to the new things you are declaring. 
 Strengthen bishops, pastors, deacons, lay leaders, and 
 teachers of the faith. Equip the baptized for your reconciling 
 and redeeming work. Merciful God, 

R Renewing God, you provide the waters of the earth and in 
 Jesus’ baptism you reveal the waters of life. Cleanse and 
 protect oceans, rivers, and watersheds.  Bring relief to 
 parched lands and to  communities without access to safe 
 water. Merciful God, 
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R Righteous God, you never weary of establishing justice. 
 Increase cooperation and constructive dialogue between 
 nations. Guide local, national, and international authorities to 
 govern with equity, vision, and integrity. We pray for those in 
 military service, for peacemakers, and for our enemies. 
 Merciful God, 

R Blessing God, in Christ you gather the beloved community. 
 Kindle the gifts of your Spirit in your people. Accompany the 
 newly baptized, those recently ordained, and any beginning a 
 new ministry. Inspire synodical leaders and congregational 
 councils to serve with imagination and wisdom. Merciful God, 

P Abiding God, your mercy is steadfast. Give sanctuary to 
 people who flee from oppression, war, poverty, and famine. 
 Sustain health care workers, caregivers, first responders, 
 counselors, and all who help and heal. Comfort those who are 
 grieving or experiencing crisis especially today Virginia 
 Steward, Mark Gehrke, Lisa Thompson, Diane McFarlin, Lucy 
 Wisner and all those we name upon our lips or in our hearts. 
 Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
P We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your 
 wisdom and power revealed in Christ crucified. 
C Amen. 
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P  Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the 
 oppressed go free. Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 
 for all your works of merciful power, and shape us as people 
 of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, 
 through Jesus our Savior, 

12 



 13 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION AND HYMNS 
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P Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth 
 abundantly from this table. Renew our strength to do justice, 
 love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 
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P The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the 

 oppressor’s rod ☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today 

 and always. 

 

C Amen. 
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