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Re: Voting Rights and Ballot Initiatives 

 

 

Dear Miss Kramer,                            

 

I am a former EMT from San Francisco who witnessed criminal behavior from San Francisco Fire 

Department personnel while I was a City College of San Francisco, Paramedic student. I‘ve sent the 

ACLU several letters asking for assistance from your organization in trying to address and resolve the 

issues. The incidents and my witnessed accounts have been inadequately addressed and unresolved by the 

judicial, state and federal levels.  In addition, a cover-up transpired with multiple politicians and 

government agencies. I spoke with someone yesterday who mentioned that resolving the issues are out of 

my control and I should just accept it and move forward with my life.  

Is that the norm? Its acceptable for Americans to allow politicians, government officials and public safety 

officers to abuse authority without consequences.  Negligence is a negative re-enforcement for continual 

misbehavior.  How can we change this continuous decline of respect for equal and human rights or the 

constitution? 

I am trying to put a measure on the California voting ballot called “The Government Accountability Act” 

and “The Vote of No Confidence Act”. I want to reduce unprofessional behavior and hold accountable 

corrupt government officials, politicians, judicial personnel and public safety officers which break or 

manipulate laws which negatively impact society and the public. My goal is to prevent future 

reoccurrences of misconduct on the state and federal level. Attached to this letter are copies of “The 

Government Accountability Act” initiative which I have sent twice already to Attorney General, Kamala 

Harris.  

It has been explained to me that my initiative is improperly formatted. Can you please help me format the 

initiative for proper representation? This is time sensitive for me since I will need to obtain signatures as 

quickly as possible, there are numerous organizations which I believe will support this initiative by 

signing the petition, but time is a factor. 

Local Union 798, is the Union responsible for the San Francisco Fire Department personnel. Late last 

year this union attempted to remove the San Francisco Fire Chief, Joanne Hayes-White under a vote of no 

confidence and was almost successful. However, San Francisco Mayor, Ed Lee blocked the process of 

removing the Fire Chief from position by increasing the budget for the Fire Department to hire more 

personnel and more resources. Had the union not accepted the financial offer of a larger budget as a 

solution, the union would have had the option to exercise their right of challenging the removal of the fire 

chief. This year Mayor Ed Lee is running for re-election, I believe the budget is a buyout to help solidify 
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his position for re-election. I believe his re-election is the only reason an increased budget for the fire 

department is being allocated which is in order to assist with retaining the fire chief and his employment 

position.  

I want to mirror the action of what the San Francisco Fire Department Union, Local 798 did regarding the 

vote of no confidence process into an initiative called the “The Vote of No Confidence Act”. Why should 

corrupt government officials, politicians, judicial personnel and public safety officers be allowed to finish 

their employment term if the results break or manipulate laws which negatively impact society and the 

public? “The Vote of No Confidence Act” would give Californians the right to protest and remove using 

the “The Vote of No Confidence Act” any government official, politician, judicial personnel and public 

safety officer from employment. A petition of 20 thousand signatures of Californians would freeze any 

decision by a government official, politician, judicial personnel or public safety officer that may result in 

negatively impacting society and the public.  

A special election would be provided to Californian residents where whomever is being challenged for 

employment removal would have the opportunity to debate whoever the challenging party or opposition is 

regarding the case of why they should not be allowed to continue in their respected positions. Californians 

would then have the right to vote and the majority of votes win. During the time of the “Vote of No 

Confidence Act” voters will also be exercising their vote of “The Government Accountability Act” 

regarding the penalties which need to be implemented if found guilty.  

At paulmacchia.com, I have uploaded all the documents and letters related to my case which has led me 

to this letter which I am sending the ACLU. I am open to any suggestions and criticism, thank you for 

your time. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, Paul Macchia 

 

Cc:  

ACLU Executive Director, Abdi Soltani, 

Local Union 798 President, Thomas P. O'Connor 

San Francisco, Judge Curtis E.A. Karnow 

ACCJC Commission President, Dr. Barbara A. Beno 

San Francisco Police Chief, Greg Shur 

San Francisco Fire Chief, Joanne Hayes-White 

San Francisco Mayor, Ed Lee 

San Francisco District Attorney, George Gascón 

Attorney General, Kamala Harris 

California Governor, Jerry Brown 

California Senator, Dianne Feinstein 

California Senator, Barbara Boxer 

Minority Leader of the United States House of Representatives, Nancy Pelosi 

Former Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton 

United States President, Barrack Obama  

https://www.aclunc.org/staff/abdi-soltani

