1 JOHN


JOHN’S 1st Letter

1   Dear Friends,

I’m writing to let you know that Jesus demonstrated the kind of life God wants everyone to enjoy.  Some of us have personally seen, heard, and even touched him.  He reminded us that God cares about everyone and wants us to do the same.  
We’re not being honest when we claim to follow God’s advice but continue living a self-centered life.  When we make a sincere effort to follow God’s advice as Jesus did, God overlooks our past behavior and helps us care more about others. 

Encouragement to Follow God’s Advice

2 I want to encourage you to follow the same God’s advice that God gave our ancestors long ago.  More people are beginning to follow it since Jesus showed us how.
The best way to show your respect for God is by caring about others, as Jesus did.  God is ready and willing to help you follow his example.  If you claim to respect God but don’t care about others, you’re a hypocrite.  

When you care more about yourself and your possessions than you care about others, you’re not following God’s advice.  It’s like you’re living in total darkness, unable to see the hazards around you.  So stop striving to achieve fame and fortune, which only provide temporary gratification.  Instead, help people in need, as God suggests, so you’ll enjoy long-term satisfaction.

As I said, Jesus demonstrated the same advice God gave our ancestors long ago.  Those of you who follow it realize that God is helping you improve your behavior by overcoming your self-centeredness.

A lot of your own family and friends will make your lives miserable because they refuse to follow God’s advice.  They don’t believe that Jesus reflected the character of God, and they deny that he was the one that God promised would help people enjoy a better life. 

Don’t let them mislead you.  The only way you’ll enjoy the better life God promised is by following Jesus’ example.  As you courageously do that, you’ll be convinced that the advice he demonstrated is God’s.

The Essence of God’s Advice

3 The more you care about others, the more you reflect that God cares about everyone.  By following God’s advice correctly, Jesus demonstrated how to improve your behavior toward God and others.  If you refuse to follow his example, you won’t have the guidance you need in life.

Don’t let anyone mislead you.  Those who refuse to follow Jesus’ example are following in the footsteps of Satan, who rebelled against God long ago.  It’s easy to tell the difference between them and those who follow God’s advice, because they care about others.

As I’ve said before, this is the same advice God gave our ancestors long ago.  It’s obvious that Cain didn’t care about his brother Abel, because he killed him out of jealousy.  So don’t be surprised when self-centered people make life miserable for you, too.  

The more you care about others, the more you’ll realize that God is helping you improve your attitude and behavior.  Eventually, you’ll even be willing to risk your life for others, as Jesus did.

Jesus demonstrated that the essence of God’s advice is caring about others.  So you’re following God’s advice when you help others in need, and not just talk about it.  Since self-centered people don’t help others in need, they obscure the fact that God cares about everyone.

God’s advice is more reliable than your conscience, so don’t hesitate to ask God to help you follow it.

4 People love to give advice, so make sure it corresponds with God’s before you follow it.  You can tell it does if it encourages you to follow Jesus’ example.  

As you know, people usually follow advice that appeals to their self-centeredness.  But you’re following God’s advice because you know it’s much better than anyone else’s.

God wants to help you enjoy a better life by improving your attitude and behavior.  When you care about others as Jesus did, you’ll know you’re following God’s advice.  If you respect God, you’ll try hard to do that.  

No one has ever seen God, but they can see God’s character reflected in the way others treat them.  So when you improve the way you treat others, you’ll know you’re beginning to reflect God’s character.

Those who don’t care about others have reason to be concerned about the consequences they’ll face for their actions.  But those of you who care about others don’t need to be concerned because you’re doing what God knows is best for everyone. 

God told our ancestors long ago that they show their respect by caring about others.  So if you claim to respect God but don’t care about others, you’re obviously a hypocrite.

 5 It’s not all that difficult to care about others, because God is ready and willing to help.  As you know, everyone has a tendency to be self-centered, but God will help you overcome your self-centeredness by helping you follow Jesus’ example. 

Jesus risked his life to demonstrate that God’s advice for a better life is much better than anyone else’s.  You can tell by the improvement in your attitude and behavior that following his example really works.  So you should realize that when you follow it, you’re doing what God knows is best for everyone.

To summarize, Jesus clarified God’s advice so you could enjoy a better life.  If you respect God, you’ll care about others as much as you care about yourself.  Don’t let anyone convince you otherwise.

Sincerely, 

John

354
353

