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BENTON AG
Plus

Serving rural Benton County, Morrison,
Mille Lacs & Kanabec Counties.

Sauk Rapids Herald
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Pollinator
Kowalzek creates
natural products
from honeybee
by-products
BY ELIZABETH HOAG
STAFF WRITER

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Jon Paul Cofell, Samantha Cofell, and their children
Lawrence, 4, and Lillian, 2, are the newest generations
to operate the Gessell turkey farms near Flensburg and
Swanville. Samantha is the daughter of John Gessell Jr.
and his wife Lynette.

A flock to feed

Gessell family raise turkeys
as independent growers
FLENSBURG — For four generations, the
Gessells have had a place at the tables of families
across the nation. Their turkeys have been the
centerpiece of Thanksgiving feasts and many holiday
and everyday meals.
“Isn’t that an honor?” Lynette Gessell said. “As
an industry, we take that charge seriously. The kitchen
table is one of the most sacred places in the lives of

started
experimenting,”
Kowalzek said.
Kowalzek, originally
from the Pierz area, began
beekeeping when her son
became interested in the

hobby in high school.
Before he traveled abroad as
a foreign exchange student,
he taught his mother the
ropes to continue during his
absence.

Kowalzek has grown
their family’s hives and
purchased
honeybees
from the North Central
Beekeepers Association,
Kowalzek page 3B

ST.
PAUL
—
Residents and stakeholders
of Morrison and Benton
counties will learn more
on how the DNR plans to
implement its Sustainable
Use Groundwater in Little
Rock Creek Area Plan this
month. A public meeting
will take place from 1-4
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 29 at

Rice City Hall, 205 Main
Street E., Rice, where DNR
staff will give updates
on water monitoring and
analyses that are underway.
The DNR continues
to collect and analyze
information to determine
whether total permitted
groundwater use is having
a negative impact on Little

Rock Creek.
Through this meeting
and other actions, the DNR
will continue to work with
individuals, communities
and businesses as the
agency
makes
this
determination
and
implements the Sustainable
Use of Groundwater in the
Little Rock Creek Area

Plan.
The DNR worked
with area residents over
two years to develop a
plan in the Little Rock
Creek Area and has begun
implementing the plan for
DNR actions in the Little
Rock Creek Area. The
Little Rock page 2B

GET READY FOR WINTER
MANY PARTS
ON HAND FOR
&

Don’t forget
to check your
apron chains
WE CARRY

SPREADERS

FLUEGGE’S AG

ROD FLUEGGE “the boss”
2040 Mahogany St., Mora, MN
320-679-2981

BA46-1B-JW

Rubes Sponsored by Fluegge’s Ag

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH HOAG

Amy
Kowalzek
sits
behind a display of her
products Nov. 13 at her
shop, Turquoise Turtle,
in Little Falls. Kowalzek
has been a beekeeper for
20 years and makes her
products from honey and
honeybee by-products.

DNR to host meeting on Little Rock Creek groundwater plan implementation

BY NATASHA BARBER | STAFF WRITER

Gessells page 2B

LITTLE
FALLS
— For the past 20 years
Amy Kowalzek and her
son, Casey, have been
beekeeping. Almost one
decade ago, they decided to
expand their operation and
utilize not only the honey
but also the abundance of
wax by making homemade
salves and creams.
Kowalzek opened up
her business, the Turquoise
Turtle, in Little Falls
and shares her family’s
products with the public
while educating them
on the importance of
supporting pollinators.
“Family and friends
started asking us if we
could make this or that
with by products from our
bees and that’s when we

Farm Material Handling Specialist
WWW.FLUEGGESAG.COM
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Little Rock from front

Gessells

plan outlines steps the DNR will take over the next five
years to ensure groundwater supplies in the area remain
adequate to meet individual and community needs while
supporting healthy natural areas.
The meeting is open to all people who are interested.
Direct questions about this project can be addressed
to Mark Hauck, DNR project manager, at 320-223-7846
or mark.hauck@state.mn.us.
To sign up for email updates and follow progress
of the plan on the DNR’s project web page, visit https://
mndnr.gov/littlerock.
For more information on groundwater management,
visit https://www.mndnr.gov/gwmp/index.html.

from front

people. To be sharing
in that is humbling. We
know how important it is,
and we want families to
enjoy the moments they
can. We know life is hard
in many ways many days,
so if we can bring a bit of
joy and satisfaction on one
day, that’s gratifying.”
John Jr., Lynette’s
husband, agreed with the
sentiment.
where families
Skid loader come“It’s
together,” he said.
& Implement “We farm because we
(Mounting Available)
care about the product we
320-387-2770 raise, and we care about
FEED & FARM SUPPLY STORE Open M-F 7:30-7, Sat. 7:30-5 the people who will be
eating this product.”
According to the
Minnesota
Turkey
Growers
Association,
Minnesota is ranked No.
1 for turkey production.
It is home to roughly 600
turkey farms. The state
raises approximately 46
million birds annually.
The Gessells, who
farm near Flensburg
and Swanville, are third
generation turkey farmers.
Their son-in-law and
daughter, Jon Paul Cofell
and Samantha Cofell are
now the fourth generation
raising turkeys.
The Gessells raise
light hens which they sell
to the Jennie-O Turkey
Store in Melrose. It is
estimated they produce 15
million pounds of turkey
each year on their farm
and partnership farms in
the area.
Each family member
has a role in the farm.
Lynette acts as the
family’s
biosecurity
officer, developing the
farm’s biosecurity plan
which is audited by the
Minnesota Board of
Stop in or give us a call
Animal Health. Jon Paul
is responsible for daily
for more information!
care of the flocks. Both
John and Jon Paul share
management. They talk
multiple times daily to
16250 HWY 10 NW
keep the operation running
smoothly. Everyone helps
Royalton, MN
as needed.
“A lot of facilities
(320) 584-5520
and operations are now
transferring to a new
generation, and it does take
a lot of communication,

Gilman Co-op Creamery

BA46-1B-BP

BA20-tfnB-JW

TIRES

Serving Your Seed,
Application, Fertilizer,
Precision, and
AgChem Needs.

PHOTOS SUBMITTED

John Gessell Jr. and his wife Lynette are pictured at their
home west of Flensburg. The two are the third generation
of Gessell turkey farmers, having taken over the business
from John’s father and grandfather.

mutual
respect
and
acknowledgement
that
things might be done
differently,” said Lynette,
a Minnesota Turkey
Research and Promotion
Council Board of Director.
As
independent
growers, the Gessells reap
both the risk and reward
from their operations.
They
have
received
multiple awards from
Jennie-O for their flocks.
“When the poult
(baby turkeys) comes
onto our turkey farm,
we own it until it is in
the bag,” said Lynette
pointing to a frozen storebought Jennie-O turkey.
“… We assume all the
responsibility and all of
the risk of getting that
poult from 1 day old to
about 13 weeks. We have
large numbers and we
have high production, but
in order to reach business
goals we have to care for
each turkey carefully.”
John agreed.

“Every
bird
is
important,” he said. “We
care about each one.”
When the poults
arrive at the Gessell
farms, they are roughly
24 hours old. Within the
barn, they are placed in
brooding pens made of
corrugated
cardboard
and held up by metal
stakes. The pens ensure
poults remain in close
proximity to food and
water; they also ensure
the baby turkeys stay
warm. Brooding is the
most
labor-intensive
stage of raising turkeys.
The Gessells continually
provide fresh water and
feed, check temperatures,
monitor air circulation,
manage litter and evaluate
the health of the flock.
These tasks are dayto-day operations that
continue throughout the
life of the hens, but are
multiplied in frequency
during the brooding stage.
When the poults reach 4-6

Let us help you
customize your farm

Jennie-O has created a program for
families to hear the stories of turkey
growers. Enter the code on a
store-bought Jennie-O turkey into
https://www.jennieo.com/turkey-tracker
to read about where your bird was
raised. The Gessells’ code is 9B638.

BA24-tfnB-TV

BA46-1B-BP

Helena Agri-Enterprises, LLC

Call
Randy
or
Derek
Today!
Free Estimates
ates • Free Delivery
Locally Owned and Operated

• Residential • Agricultural • Light Commercial • Drafting
St. Martin, MN • www.lifestylelumber.com • 320-548-3459 • 800-699-9774

Lillian Cofell, daughter of Jon Paul Cofell and Samantha
Cofell, stands in front of a turkey barn in Morrison County.
The Cofells are fourth generation independent growers
on Gessell turkey farms.

days old, the cardboard
is removed and they are
free to roam throughout
the barn. Turkeys are
not kept in cages and
have access to the large
space of the barn. After
4-5 weeks in the starter
barn, the young turkeys
are moved to a finishing
barn where the Gessells
raise them through 12-13
weeks.
Minnesota weather
creates a challenge for
turkey farmers. Barns
need to be monitored for
proper air circulation and
temperatures at all times.
“Minnesota
has
extreme
weather
conditions,” John said.
“From one day to the next
can be totally different.
In our business, we
watch the weather seven
days a week so we know
what will be happening.”
Lynette agreed.
“You don’t want
microclimates to develop
in the barn,” she said.
“You really have to be
after that because 24
hours makes a difference
in a facility. It really
does take checking the
barns multiple times
a day to monitor the
conditions and sense
what’s happening. Did
it get warm, cold really
quickly? Do we need to
adjust the curtains?”
Biosecurity is the
most important aspect of a
turkey farm. Growers are
continually monitoring
their actions and flock
for viruses to prevent
disease and outbreak.
When a 2015 outbreak
of
avian
influenza,
H5N2, ordered more
than 43 million birds to
be destroyed in 15 states,
growers were forced to
take precautions for the
safety of their flocks and
the public.
“We
can’t
talk
about turkey farming
without talking about
biosecurity,”
Lynette
said.
“It
changed
everything, and it impacts
every single thing we do
on the farm. You have
to stop and really think
about what you are doing
to ensure biosecurity.”
But attention to detail
in turkey production
is what has allowed
the Gessells operation
to span generations.
The family continues
to educate themselves
on new products and
services and reinvests in
facilities and technology
to keep the farm efficient.
The Gessells knows if
they care for each bird to
the best of their ability,
success will follow.
“We take great pride
in what we do,” John
said. “I’ve been doing
this all my life, and you
always try to do the best
you can to put that good
product out there for
people to eat.”
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Kowalzek

™
THE WORKMA STER 25S

MAY BE SMALL, BUT IT IS MIGHT Y.
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Amy Kowalzek holds a jar of raw honey and creamed
honey Nov. 13 at her shop in Little Falls. Kowalzek
harvests her honey once a year from her 10 hives.

started making an allpurpose moisturizer, which
is good for eczema and it
stemmed from there.”
From
there,
Kowalzek’s
interest
peaked and she began
making soothing and pain
management salves.
“Depending on the
item we are making,
the
measurements
of
ingredients
vary,”
Kowalzek said. “All of our
products are made with
food-based ingredients.”
While retrieving the
beeswax, Kowalzek also
uses propolis, a by-product
honeybees make out of sap
they retrieve from trees to
repair their hive.
“Propolis
contains
antibacterial and antiviral
properties which we can
melt down or sell as a
solid which helps with
toothaches,” she said.
As an experienced
nurse working in the
medical field for over 24
years, Kowalzek believes
in treating the root of a
problem and helping the
body heal and support itself

Amy Kowalzek pours beeswax into a bowl Nov. 13 at her
shop in Little Falls. The beekeeper uses beeswax in most
of her items she makes.

through natural remedies.
“I think it is important
to be able to pronounce
everything on a label,” she
said.
Kowalzek also makes
transcendence
cream,
which contains royal jelly,
a secretion from honeybees
used for the nutrition of
larvae.
“Royal jelly helps skin
cell rejuvenation,” she
said.
The
experienced
beekeeper also makes
vapor rub, lip balms, allnatural deodorant and
many other items.
“The basic formula I
start
with for all my
products
are
coconut
and sunflower oil and
beeswax,” she said. “We
also use tinctures which
help clean up the lymphatic
system and flower essence,
which promotes healing
and
strengthens
the
immune system.”
Because
of
their
increase in supply and
demand, the beekeepers
use their own beeswax as
well as beeswax from other
beekeepers.
“It’s a collaborative
effort that involves the
whole family,” Kowalzek
said. “My daughter, Katie,
helps at craft shows, my
other son, Buck, mans the
website with our friend
Beth Oldakowski. Another
family friend, Jim Mattes
helps as well.”
Kowalzek
prides
herself on helping others,
but she also believes
being an advocate for
the pollinators is equally
important.
“I encourage people
to designate an area that
is undisturbed for bees
and other pollinators,”
Kowalzek said. “Without
pollinators a third of our
food supply wouldn’t exist.
My products are made
from the hard work of the
honeybees.”

T E D WA R R A N T Y

0% FOR 84 MONTHS* WITH PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $99.00

The economical WORKMASTER™ 25S sub-compact tractor is maneuverable,
easy to operate and gives you the rugged power to load, mow, dig, grade and
more. With the power of a 25-hp, 3-cylinder engine, 3-point hitch, rear PTO and
mid PTO as standard equipment, it handles chores a garden tractor just can’t.
• Simple two-pedal operation and standard push-button cruise control
• Deluxe comfort, high-back seat with armrests and automotive-style instrument
panel
• Traction when you need it from standard 4WD and rear
differential lock Learn more about the WORKMASTER™
25S at www.newholland.com
EQUIPPED FOR A NEW WORLD™

*For Commercial use only. Customer participation subject to credit qualification and approval by CNH Industrial Capital America LLC. See your participating New
Holland dealer for details and eligibility requirements. Delivery and Setup not included in price. Down payment may be required. Price is for Tractor and MidMount Mower. Offer good through December 31, 2018 at participating New Holland dealers in the United States. Not all customers or applicants may qualify for
this rate or term. CNH Industrial Capital America LLC standard terms and conditions

2013 Polaris
Brutus™ HD PTO
®

Includes 66” Front Mount
Mower and 66” Snow Plow

$23,750
USED EQUIPMENT
SAUK CENTRE
BALERS
Hesston 856A, Net-Twine, Monitor,
Wide PU ................................................. $11,500
TRACTORS
NH T7000 Front PTO/3 Point Kit ................ $6,500
NH T8.410, CVT, Susp FWA, Lux Cab, GPS,
680Hrs ................................................. $179,500
JD 8650 4WD, 3 Pt Hitch, PTO, 80% Tires,
8000Hrs ................................................. $29,500
SKID LOADERS
NH L218, Cab Heat, A/C ........................... $26,500
NH L230, Cab Heat, A/C, Air Seat ........... .$36,900
HAY TOOLS
NH H7450, 13’ Discbine, Drawbar
Swivel..................................................... $27,900
NH H7450, 13’ Cut, Nice, Consigned ....... $24,500
NH H8080, 885 Hours, Durabine 416 Head,
Consigned.............................................. $79,500
Vermeer R2300, Twin Basket, Hyd Drive ... $10,900
Krone SW1010, 31’ 10” Rotary Rake ........ $12,900
Krone Triple Mowers, EC F320CV, EC B1000CV, 33’
Cut, V-Tine Conditioner ......................... $59,500
TILLAGE
JD 3710, 10 Bottom Plow, Nice, 2013
Model ..................................................... $29,500
Wishek 862LNT, 34’ Disk, 28-3/4” Front, 29” Rear,
3 Bar Harrow ......................................... $39,900
Salford 9809 Ripper, 9 Shank.......................... Call!
Salford 8214 Plow, 14 Bottom .................. $53,500
Salford 8208 Plow, 8 Bottom .......................... Call!
KongSkilde Stone Bear, SB5200, 17’ Working
Width, Demo Unit .................................. $49,500
KongSkilde Stone Bear, SB5200, 17’ Working
Width...................................................... $44,000

PIERZ, MN

320-468-2161
Hwy. 27 West

FORAGE
Krone EC903, 25’ Tri Fold Corn Head,
Consigned.............................................. $67,000
NH FP230, 27P HH, 3PN CH, KP.............. $39,500
Krone EC7500 ........................................... $29,500
Gehl 1260, CH & HH, Consigned ................ $8,500
MISCELLANEOUS
Messer Repair & Fabricating
Attachments..........................................In Stock!
PIERZ
TRACTORS
NH TC 33D, Super Steer, Hydro................ $14,500
NH TM 130, Super Steer, 18.4 Tires,
4850Hrs ................................................. $39,000
SKID LOADERS
JD 675B, 5750 Hours .................................. $6,950
Bobcat 743, 2,300 Hours ........................... Just In!
HAY TOOLS
NH 1412, 10’4” Cut, Hyd Swing/Lift/Angle,
1000 PTO ................................................. $7,900
NH H7450, 13’ Cut, Swivel Hitch,
1000 PTO ............................................... $23,000
NH H7230, 10’4” Cut, Warranty,
Like New ................................................ $22,300
NH H6740, Three Point Disc Mower ........... $6,950
NH 411, 9’ 9” Cut Discbine, 540 PTO ......... $5,500
NH 166 Inverter, Side Chute ........................ $2,950
BALERS
NH BR7090, Net Only, Wide P/U .............. $27,900
NH 851, Auto-Wrap ..................................... $2,000
Gehl 1470, 4x5 Bale, Twine Only................. $4,250
FORAGE
NH FP240, 29P HH, 3PN CH, KP.............. $35,500
MISCELLANEOUS
Polaris Brutus HD UTV, Cab, Heat, A/C, PTO, 2013,
180 Hrs, 66” Mower ............................... $23,750

SAUK CENTRE, MN
320-352-6543
Hwy. 71 South

www.modernfarmequipment.com

BA_Nov17_1-JW

traveled to Kentucky to
retrieve Russian bees,
which are more tolerable
of mites, and has purchased
bees and equipment from
Mann Lake in Hackensack.
“We currently have
10 hives,” Kowalzek said.
“We had up to 60 hives,
but within the last couple
of years the bees have
struggled. We’re working
on rebuilding our hives,
but it gets expensive. One
pound of honeybees costs
$110-$130, so it’s been a
slow adjustment.”
Every year in early
August the two beekeepers
walk to their hives dressed
in full gear, smoker in
hand to harvest the honey,
hoping for 50 pounds per
hive.
“It really depends on
the weather and the health
of the hive,” Kowalzek
said.
Their hives, placed
on 160 acres surrounded
by pasture north of Pierz
and another 80 acres at
a different location near
Swanville, provide the
bees with a food source of
white Dutch clover, willow,
dandelion, wildflower and
basswood.
After retrieving their
frames of honey, they take
the frames to their homes
and process the combs,
scrapping the wax caps off
and letting the honey flow
freely into their extractor.
“Our honey is a raw
wildflower variety that is
strained, but not filtered
or overheated,” Kowalzek
said. “The honey will
crystallize and harden, as
all raw honey does, but can
be eaten as such or gently
warmed to re-liquefy.”
When the mother
and son noticed their
influx in wax, they began
researching how to use
everything from what the
bees made.
“I have a book about
lip balm and our kitchen
became our chemistry
lab,” Kowalzek said. “We
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LET’S TALK AG
The Future
is Bright…

On a farm, you don’t work 9 to 5.
Neither do we.

Central
Minnesota’s
Choice

Let a local independent agent help you cover
all you’ve worked so hard to build.

Pay a Person

BUSINESS LAW
guardianship &
conservatorship
ESTATE PLANNING

Bethany Cross

• ALBANY
140 5th Street
Albany, MN 56307

Coming this Fall

Gilman Co-op Creamery

• MELROSE
502A E Main St.
Melrose, MN 56352

FEED & FARM SUPPLY STORE
F

Gilman, MN 320-387-2770
G
Open M-F 7:30-7, Sat. 7:30-5, Sun. 8:30-1
O

320-252-6650 |advantageoneins.com

Save up to $1200 in FREE GM
aftermarket or upfit charges.*
on Business/Farmer
owned vehicles

Some exceptions apply
GLACIAL PLAINS
BBIG GAIN

BIG GAIN

50 lb.

50 lb.

16% Egg
Mash
$

7505

9.47

Scratch
Grains
Z9126

BIG GAIN

50 lb.

$

11.47

50 lb.

Cracked
Corn
91868

$

7.77

10.97

$

Whole Oats

11.27

FLEET
SUPPLY

91890

$

8.87

GLACIAL PLAINS

50 lb.

Whole
Corn
91850

$

6.87

Hunting & Fishing Licenses
Available At All Locations!

Available at all
Fleet Supply
Stores

No Cash...No Problem. Charge It!

Hwy. 27 E., Little Falls • 320-632-9240
HOURS: MONDAY - SATURDAY 8 A.M. - 8 P.M. SUNDAY 9 A.M. - 5 P.M.

What makes
Gilleland
dierent?

SAUK CENTRE, MN

Check out our
Thanksgiving week
sale! Why wait till
Black Friday?

Your
Your favorite
favorite Hardware
Hardware Store...
Store...
Now
Now in
in TWO
TWO locations!
locations!
FOLEY HARDWARE CO.

12500 MN-23
Milaca, MN 56353

190 Glen Street
Foley MN 56329

(320) 294-5544

(320) 968-7262

BA-LTA46_1B_BP

KOCHS HARDWARE

MIMBACH
FLEET SUPPLY

3355 QUAIL RD NE
SAUK RAPIDS, MN
888.276.3889
320.250.1682

WWW.MIMBACHFLEET.COM

www.modernfarmequipment.com

320.251.6700

“We’re Building Our Company
On Complete Satisfaction”
LET PAUL
TAKE THE STRESS OFF YOUR
SHOULDERS!
• Real Estate
• Consignment
• Personal Property
• Estate
• Farm

Gift cards are always a great gift!

320-352-6543 • Hwy. 71 South

* See Dealer for Details

REAL WORLD
PERFOR
PERFORMANCE
RMANCE
E

We have all your dog needs!
W
Call or
stop in
today!

IRRIGATION
We
can go
where
others
can’t

www.gillelandchevrolet.com
3019 W. Division St. • St. Cloud, MN 56301 • 320-251-4943

Mimbach Fleet Supply

Come see us for live trees &
fresh spruce top planter!

Good
service fair prices
every day -

Center Pivot

• One low price plain &
simple, always
• GM business choice
• Around the clock
towing
• Priority service
• Work ready loaners
• Business
maintenance menu
pricing
• Business incentives
and loyalty programs

50 lb.

50 lb.

Sure
Start
2115

LARGE SELECTION OF WORK-READY
VEHICLES IN THE AREA

COUNTRY PET

BIG GAIN

Simply
Sweet
9079

$

WWW.GILMANCREAMERY.COM

LTA46_1B_BP

18-LTA-42

PRICES GOOD Nov. 16-29, 2018

Get your
Propane
tanks
filled here!

Stefanie B
S
Brown

• PIERZ
205 Main St N
Pierz, MN 56364

• LONG PRAIRIE
9 Central Ave
Long Prairie, MN 56347

• ST. CLOUD
3801 North 3rd Street
St. Cloud, MN 56303

Member FDIC

Successful Auctions Don’t Just Happen,
They’re Planned

1541 - 210th Ave., Ogilvie, MN 56358
320-679-3377 (OfÀce) • 612-390-0535 (Cell)
Auctioneer: Paul Strunge #33-25

One Tough Animal

®

Limited-Time Cash Rebates on Bobcat Loaders and Excavators

Experienced Farm
Succession and
Estate Planning

Central
Minnesota’s
Choice

Now is the best time of year to save big on the industry’s leading
compact track loaders, mini excavators and skidsteer loaders.
Participating Bobcat dealers are offering cash rebates and financing
rates on most models of equipment through December 31, 2018.
These versatile models are ideal for construction, agriculture,
landscaping, grounds maintenance and all of your toughest jobs.

Farm-Rite Equ
uipment, Inc.
Willmar • 877-484-3211
Dassel • 888-679-4857
St. Cloud • 844-262-2281

FARM SUCCESSION
PLANNING

AUTHORIZED BOBCAT DEALER
REAL ESTATE LAW

Visit Bobcat.com/Offers or stop by today for details.
BUSINESS LAW
ESTATE PLANNING

Bethany Cross

Stefanie Brown

guardianship &
conservatorship

*Limited time offer. Available at participating and eligible dealers only. Offer may vary by product type, series, model and select
units in dealer's current inventory. Must take delivery from dealer stock by 12/31/2018. Offers available on new equipment in
US and Canada only. Some restrictions apply. Length of contract may vary. Prior purchases not eligible. See dealer for details.
Financing provided on approval of credit by authorized Bobcat finance providers to well-qualified buyers. Administrative fees
may apply. Offer not available to government accounts, national accounts and municipal/utility bid customers. Non-commercial
customers may not be eligible for low rate financing. Bobcat Company reserves the right to extend or discontinue any of these
programs at any time without prior notice.

Bobcat®, the Bobcat logo and the colors of the Bobcat machine are registered trademarks of Bobcat
Company in the United States and various other countries.

Insuring
your
farms
and
homes
since
1902

Check Out Our Other Agents
The Insurance Shoppe
Foley | 320-968-6217
415 Dewey St, Foley, MN 56329
Cornerstone Insurance
St. Stephen | 320-202-8920
1 Main St W, St. Stephen, MN 56375
Royal Insurance Agency
Royalton | 320-584-5353
412 N Highway 10, Royalton, MN 56373
Hanneken Insurance
Little Falls | 320-632-6592
501 Broadway E, Little Falls, MN 56345

farms and
homes since

Reiny Hanneken - Manager
401 S. Main St. | Pierz, MN • 320-468-2516

BA-LTA46_1B_BP

REAL ESTATE LAW

• HOLDINGFORD
580 Main St.
Holdingford, MN 56340

• SAUK CENTRE
864 Main Street
Sauk Centre, MN 56378

LTA46-1B-BP

FARM SUCCESSION
PLANNING

assets and their approximate value. When compiling your list, you should confirm who owns
that asset during life and who receives that asset upon your death. Seeing the whole financial picture will help clarify opportunities and
issues for the plan.
Phase Two: Map Your Desired Outcome
and Estate Plan Goals. When mapping out your
goals, carefully consider your retirement goals,
your succession plan, and your inheritance
goals. It is essential to envision how you see
your farm running in the future and also think
through the role of children off the farm in your
overall estate plan. A key component in developing the succession plan is making sure you
can live comfortably and that your family will
be able to financially continue the farm. Seeing your goals on paper will help to accomplish
those goals.
Phase Three: Work with a Team of Expert Advisors. A team of expert advisors will
give you access to the advanced tools to best
achieve your goals. Farm succession and estate planning involve a multitude of legal areas: business, tax, real estate, estate planning,
so it’s important to work with an attorney that
understands succession planning as well as the
Ag industry. The right succession plan can ensure you reap the benefits of your years of hard
work, while giving your family an opportunity
to continue farming into the future.

Mobile Wallet
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financial strain at an already difficult time.
A common theme with the farmers we
work closely with every day is that they want
to see their children and grandchildren one day
farm the land that they and their parents have
farmed. With this dream comes the difficult
conversation of farm succession planning. Succession planning means many different things:
bringing the next generation into the business,
creating a structure to protect the assets from
taxes or care costs as you age, and ensuring your
wishes will be honored after your death. It is easiest to break it down into phases.
Phase One: Inventory All Assets. Assets include real property owned individually or with
others, personal assets, farm assets, business assets, or other investments. Make a list of these
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Imagine this scenario: Son has been farming with Dad for years when Dad dies unexpectedly without an estate plan in place. Without
an estate plan, the state laws dictate who gets
the land and the farm operation, likely leaving
future of the farm in question. Now add to this
scenario the fact that the farmer had two other
kids besides the farming son, who live and work
off the farm. Now we potentially have the difficult, but common, scenario that son wants to
farm and can’t afford to buy-out his siblings who
inherit under the law. Even if the farmer’s wife
is still alive, they may have missed a valuable
planning opportunity to provide income for the
widow, minimize both estate and income taxes,
and protect the farm for future generations. Scenarios like this leave families at odds and under

New York calf and heifer specialist,
Sam Leadly, says “You don’t want to
burden them by feeding cold water that
a
at
their bodies must warm up internally,
so it makes sense to feed water close too
their body temperature - about 102’ F.””
Help develop your calves to their fullllll
potential with the help of Gilman Coop.
p.
have floating, sinking, submersible,
e, aand
nndd
a multi use de-icer ranging in price ffrom
rroom
$28.99 - $44.99.
Gilly says, “Trust me, it’s worth it how
important it is to have water readily
available to them.” We also have calff
blankets for your calves & plenty off
warm clothing for you at 40% off!
Stop in & check out
the deals we’ll have on
ALL IN STOCK BOOTS,
Black Friday - we’ll be
BUY ONE GET ONE HALF OFF!
open at 6 am!

Mobile Deposit

320.251.6700 | RinkeNoonan.com

Farm Succession Planning

Feeding free-choice water to preweaned calves has
been proven to improve rate of gain from birth to
weaning by 33%, compared to calves with no water.
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That petri-dish protein

Delay grazing after frost
It is hard to believe
we are already in the
middle of November
with
Thanksgiving
nearing. While this
season’s
weather
conditions and crop
prices seemed to put a
damper on the growing
season, it is always good
to be thankful for the BY NATHAN DREWITZ
harvest and everything
University of
that was accomplished
MN Extension
through hard work and
perseverance throughout this past year. I would like
to extend my thanks to all of the farmers who worked
hard producing the food that will be on tables this
Thanksgiving and every day of the year.
With that being said, it would not be an article
from extension without information on crops.
With the cold weather and frost, most forage
species have gone into dormancy for the year. Frost
can also have a secondary effect that may lead to a
buildup of prussic acid in freeze-damaged tissues of
specific annual grass forage species.
Species of concern are in the sorghum family, with
sudangrass and sorghum being the more commonly
used species within this family. Sudangrass and
sorghums are warm-season grasses that can be planted
as an alternative forage crop source. The potential
toxicity after frost varies by species. Sudangrass
varieties and hybrids are in the intermediate potential
toxicity, grain sorghum is in the high potential, and
pearl and foxtail millets rarely cause toxicity. There
are a variety of environmental and plant stages that
will also influence the potential for toxicity. Plants
that are grown in soils with high nitrogen levels or
that are deficient in phosphorus and potassium will
have a higher risk of prussic acid poisoning. Younger
tissues will have a higher concentration of these
toxins versus the older tissues.
Stay away from grazing on nights where the
frost potential is high and wait until plants are dry
before returning. The drying process will usually take
around seven days. Also, steer away from grazing new
growth after a frost. After a light frost, allow seven to
10 days before grazing or green chopping. Sorghum
and sudangrass crops should be 18 inches tall before
grazing or green chopping to prevent prussic acid
toxicity. At this point in the season dry hay and silage
will be the safer option. The forage can be mowed
any time after frost if it is to be baled. As long as
the hay is cured correctly it is rare for it to contain
toxic levels of prussic acid. Silage is a little different
as it may contain harmful levels of prussic acid
when chopped but due to the fermentation process
is expected to dissipate. To be safe, do not feed the
silage from these crops for at least three weeks after
harvest.

If it looks like meat and it tastes like
Given the high turnout and strong
meat, can you call it meat? The United States
arguments made at the meeting, it is likely
Department of Agriculture and the Food and
other public hearings will follow.
Drug Administration hosted a heated public
Once considered experimental, several
meeting trying to figure out not only what to
companies are looking to join what has
call it but which agency is going to regulate
become a $3.7 billion plant-based market,
it.
according to recent Nielsen data.
The product has been called lab-grown
Reports indicate the cost of using
meat, but proponents say they would rather
cell-cultured technology to develop food
it be called clean meat, a label that is said to
products derived from livestock is onehave little chance of being considered.
fiftieth of what it was a few years ago,
New Age Meats CEO Brian Spears said
making the non-meat market a viable
when they go to market with their products it BY ROGER STROM prospect for food companies.
The Business of Farming
would be dishonest to label it anything other
The natural and organic meat company
than meat.
Applegate Farms, a subsidiary of Hormel
Real meat producers disagree. They do not want Foods, is one of the latest companies looking to move into
something grown in a lab to besmirch the reputation this growing market.
and consumer interpretation of what constitutes meat.
Of course, the real test will be whether consumers will
Kevin Kester, president of the National Cattlemen’s Beef buy the stuff. The challenge is to convince shoppers it is
Association, called the products lab-grown fake meat and not only safe, but it provides the same nutritional benefits
said manufacturers must not be permitted to use the term of the real thing.
beef.
The Iowa Farm Bureau Food and Farm Index found more
Much of the discussion at the public hearing centered than 80 percent of Iowa shoppers read labels. Nearly 70
on safety issues with concerns of contamination during percent do not want plant and lab-based meat substitutes
the production of lab meat. Texas A&M University meat to be labeled as meat and only 30 percent would buy
scientist Dr. Rhonda Miller told attendees, “Anybody imitation meat.
who has worked with cell tissue culture knows that even
Bottom line, if shoppers do not have a clear
in a very sterile environment the cross-contamination understanding of what they are buying and whether it
issues can be very problematic. … And as we upscale the is safe, they are not going to buy it no matter how it is
technology, I think there’s a lot of things we still don’t labeled.
know about how to control some of those. There is also the
… just sayin’.
issue of protecting consumers from potential allergens.”

FSA county committee election ballots due
ST. PAUL — The
United States Department
of
Agriculture
began
mailing ballots to eligible
agricultural producers for the
2018 FSA county committee
elections Nov. 5. Producers
must return ballots to a Farm
Service Agency office by
Dec. 3 to ensure their vote is
counted.
“County
committee
members represent the
farmers,
ranchers
and
foresters in our Minnesota
communities,” said Joe
Martin, Minnesota FSA
State Executive Director.
“Producers elected to these

MIDWEST CLASSIFIED NETWORK
To reach 9 states with your classified call 320-251-1971
CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condition Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. Competitive Offer!
Nationwide FREE Pick Up! Call Now For a Free
Quote! 888-366-5659!
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken

Hay & Harvest Parts

15" x 3.5mm ga 9-Edge Disc
Assembly - #SN18358

Massey 8737 Pillow Pet - 6209PPMF

AGCO Parts Filters

11 degree, Clockwise Disc Mower
Knife - #527746

Moldboard 4" - Right Hand #SN2244-1

19828 US Hwy. 10, Verndale, MN 56481

218-445-5430
www.aldrichtractor.com
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ALDRICH
TRACTOR

committees have always
played a vital role in local
agricultural decisions. It is
a valued partnership that
helps us better understand
the needs of the farmers and
ranchers we serve.”
Nearly 7,700 FSA
county
committee
members
serve
FSA
offices nationwide. Each
committee has three to
11 elected members who
serve three-year terms of
office. One-third of county
committee seats are up
for election each year.
County committee members
apply their knowledge

Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-7030
Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & Voice for
$29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed No contract or commitment. More Channels. Faster
Internet. Unlimited Voice. Call 1-855-5777502
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As
14.95/month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable
High Speed Fiber Optic Technology. Stream
Videos, Music and More! Call Earthlink Today
1-855-679-7096
DIRECTV CHOICE All-Included Package. Over
185 Channels! ONLY $45/month (for 24 mos.)
Call Now- Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE! CALL
1-844-245-2232 Ask Us How To Bundle &
Save!
Viasat Satellite Internet. Up to 12 Mbps Plans
starting at $30/month. Our Fastest Speeds
(up to 50 Mbps) & Unlimited Data Plans Start
at $100/month. Call Viasat today! 1-855-4455297
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels $14.95
High Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart
HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. Some
restrictions apply. Call 1-855-434-0020
NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Publishing will
help you self-publish your own book. FREE author submission kit! Limited offer! Why wait?
Call now: 855-623-8796
Over $10K in debt? Be debt free in 24-48
months. Pay a fraction of what you owe. A+
BBB rated. Call National Debt Relief 855-9951557.
Behind on your MORTGAGE? Denied a Loan
Modification? Bank threatening foreclosure?
CALL Homeowner Protection Services now!
New laws are in effect that may help. Call Now
1-800-496-4918
Attention all homeowners in jeopardy of foreclosure? We can help stop your home from
foreclosure. The Foreclosure Defense helpline
can help save your home. The Call is absolutely
free. 1-800-217-0828
Trailer Sale: 102”X24’ 4-Place Snowmobile

and judgment to help FSA
make important decisions
on its commodity support
programs,
conservation
programs, indemnity and
disaster programs, as well
as emergency programs and
eligibility.
Martin said producers
must participate or cooperate
in an FSA program to be
eligible to vote in the county
committee election. Farmers
and ranchers who supervise
and conduct the farming
operations of an entire farm
but are not of legal voting
age may also be eligible to
vote.

Farmers and ranchers
began receiving ballots the
week of Nov. 5. Ballots
include the names of
candidates running for the
committee election. Voters
who did not receive a ballot
can pick one up at a FSA
office. Ballots returned by
mail must be postmarked
no later than Dec. 3. Newly
elected committee members
will take office Jan. 1, 2019.
For more information,
visit the FSA website at
https:// www.fsa.usda.gov/
elections or contact a FSA
office.

trailer 15” tires, 3k torsion axles, Combo
salt shield- Drive off-ramp (Hold-Over)
$4,7990.00; Triton 2018 TC128 Enclosed
2-Place Snowmobile trailers, three colors
(Light hail) $4,599.00; 2019 H&H 6’X12’ Vnose ramp door $3,099.00 (Spare $49.00);
16,000 & 20,000 lb. Gravity tilt bumper-pull
83’X16’+4” skidloader trailers. 515-972-4554
www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com for information & prices!!!!!
Seniors & Disabled GET HELP NOW! One Button Medical Alert. We will be there when falls,
fires & emergencies happen. 24/7 Protection.
Low Monthly Cost with Free Shipping and
Free Activation. Call 1-844-646-5592 today
for more information.
SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION! World
Health Link. Price Match Guarantee! Prescriptions Required. CIPA Certified. Over 1500
medications available. CALL Today For A Free
Price Quote. 1-866-710-6889 Call Now!
Start Saving BIG On Medications! Up To 90%
Savings from 90DAYMEDS! Over 3500 Medications Available! Prescriptions Req’d. Pharmacy
Checker Approved. CALL Today for Your FREE
Quote. 844-903-1317.
MALE ENLARGEMENT PUMP Get Stronger
& Harder Erections Immediately. Gain 1-3
Inches Permanently & Safely. Guaranteed Results. Free Brochure: 1-800-354-3944 www.
DrJoelKaplan.com
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! Cut your drug costs!
SAVE $$! 50 Pills for $99.00. FREE Shipping!
100% Guaranteed and Discreet. CALL 1-866778-0857
**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE STAIRS** Give
your life a lift with an ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call
now for $250 OFF your stairlift purchase and
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-866-972-4597
Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a button sends
help FAST! Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even if you
can’t reach a phone! FREE Brochure. CALL 888227-0525
SAVE on Medicare Supplement Insurance!
FAST and FREE Quote from eHealth. Compare!
Call NOW! (Annual Election Period October
15th – December 7th.) CALL 1-844-239-6349
ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement Systems

Inc. Call us for all of your basement needs!
Waterproofing, Finishing, Structural Repairs,
Humidity and Mold Control. FREE ESTIMATES!
Call 1-800-640-8195
Paying too much for car insurance? Not sure?
Want better coverage? Call now for a free
quote and learn more today! 855-417-7382
Cross country Moving, Long distance Moving Company out of state move $799 Long
Distance Movers Get Free quote on your Long
distance move. 1-800-503-6126
AT&T Unlimited Talk and Text. Get a new device every year with AT&T NEXT! Call us today
1-844-290-8275.
Were you an INDUSTRIAL or CONSTRUCTION
TRADESMAN and recently diagnosed with
LUNG CANCER? You and your family may be
entitled to a SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call
1-888-404-9903 for your risk-free consultation.
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest senior
living referral service. Contact our trusted, local experts today! Our service is FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-855-811-8392
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW! No paid operators,
just real people like you. Browse greetings, exchange messages and connect live. Try it free.
Call now: 855-651-0114
Free Trial Phone Chat. Chat with Singles from
all over the U.S. Call 1-877-889-1205 or
1-509-676-1205. 30 Mins Free for 1st-time
Callers. No Credit Card needed for Free Trial.
Book Your Flight Today on United, Delta,
American, Air France, Air Canada. We have
the best rates. Call today to learn more 1-855725-6305
DO WARM WINTERS SOUND GOOD?? Bring your
RV down to the warm Rio Grande Valley. J-5
RV Park in Mission Tx. will welcome you with a
country setting, friendly people and lots of activities to keep you busy. We have a special for
first time visitors. Phone us at 956-682-7495
or 515-418-3214. Email info@j5rvparktexas.
com Tom and Donna Tuttle, Managers
Want to purchase minerals and other oil/gas
interests. Send details to: P.O. Box 13557, Denver CO 80201
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Lama club travels to
BIG SAVINGS
on Crystalyx & Minerals
Wisconsin for day of learning OCTOBER
& NOVEMBER 2018
OCTOBER: $7 Discount per Barrel
NOVEMBER: $5 Discount per Barrel

$60 per ton Discount Stockmaster® & Min-Tech Minerals

Register to win 1 of 3 100 Thielen Meat Certiﬁcates!

$

PHOTO SUBMITTED

The club bonded and
visited with friends while
traveling as the first stop,
Mystic Waters Fiber Mill
in Mondovi, Wis., was
nearly three hours away.
The club divided into
three groups as Roxy and
Dave Smith, of Mystic
Waters, gave tours of their
farm. One group started in
the she-shed and shopped
for yarns, rugs, fiber,
dryer balls and other lama
related items, along with

taking their turns trying the
rug loom. A second group
toured the farm. They
met the herd of 30 llamas,
and viewed the barn and
fencing. The third group
learned the process of
cleaning, carding, felting
and spinning fiber. Roxy
explained how all the
machines in the mill were
brought in from Canada
and showed how each one
worked during the process.
The club ate lunch on
the bus as they traveled
to Lazy P Ranch at the
Paquet farm in Ellsworth,
Wis. Lisa and Steffanie
Paquet greeted the 4-H
participants with hot cider
and sweet treats. Lisa
talked about their farm
and breeding program.
Steffanie presented her
training skills and talked
about the therapy animals
and program through
Camelid Companion. This
farm has produced national
champions within the lama
industry.
Being Ellsworth, Wis.,
is considered the cheese
curd capital, the last stop
on the tour was Ellsworth
Cooperative
Creamery.
The group shopped at the
retail store, ate ice cream,
Emmi Janski learns to weave rug yarn onto the loom. sampled cheese curds
and purchased varieties
Mystic Waters has 30 llamas in its herd.
of cheese curds and other
cheese products.

8’, 9’ & 10’ AG-BAGGER RENTALS
Call Lastrup or Little Rock Location
ALL SIZES
OF NET
WRAP AND
TWINE

ORDER FEED FROM OUR WEBSITE:

WWW.SUNRISEAGCOOP.COM

CALL US IF YOU’RE INTERESTED IN SHIPPING
YOUR MILK TO FIRST DISTRICT ASSN.
9361 Creamery Road, Buckman • 468-6433
Hwy. 27, Lastrup • 468-2543
Hwy. 25, Little Rock • 584-5147
14395 Hwy. 25, Pierz • 468-2168

and
Discover the versatility metal
s
durability of Metal Sale ls
roof and wall pane

BUILDIN
RELATIONSHGIP
S
WITH
HOMETOWN
SERVICE

If it’s time to cover your home, barn,
shed, utility building or any other
project, metal panels are the durable
and sustainable choice.

Classic
Clas
Cl
assiic Ri
as
Rib
ib

Pro-Panel II

Benton County 4-H members learn about cleaning and spinning llama fiber in Mondovi,
Wis., Nov. 3. The Central Minnesota Lama 4-H Club toured three sites while on a bus trip
in Wisconsin.

5 units to rent. We also
have ag bags and
bunker covers IN STOCK!
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SAUK RAPIDS –
The Central Minnesota
Lama 4-H Club of Benton
County coordinated a bus
tour Nov. 3 to several sites
in Wisconsin. Leon Ritter,
of Above All Coach Travel,
hosted 22 youth and 21
adults in his motorcoach,
and scholarships were
provided to youth by
the
Midwest
Lama
Association and the 4-H
club to make the trip
affordable for 4-H youth.

Members of Benton
County’s
Central
Minnesota Lama 4-H
Club gather at Ellsworth
Cooperative
Creamery
Nov. 3 in Ellsworth, Wis.
The group took a bus
tour to three stops in
Wisconsin.

Metal Sales Classic Rib and Pro-Panel II
roof and wall panels are available in a
wide selection of ENERGY STAR® listed
w
colors and standard trims.
A 45 year finish warranty makes Classic
Rib and Pr-Panel II Panels a durable and
economical option for just about any
metal roof or wall project.

240 Main Street, Foley, MN 56329
320-968-6291 • www.foleylumber.com

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY
Foley Lumber
is looking for a full time
estimator/sales person.
Experience estimating in
the construction industry is
preferred.
Contact

FOLEY LUMBER
or send resumes to

contactus@
foleylumber.com

BUILDING CENTER

BA46-1B-BP
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Land rent contracts should reflect win-win
BY NATASHA BARBER
STAFF WRITER

LONG
PRAIRIE
— Agricultural producers
gathered across central
Minnesota Nov. 13 and Nov.
15 to learn about land rent
prices and contracts. Nathan
Hulinsky, a University
of Minnesota Extension
Educator who specializes
in agricultural business
management,
presented
information in Long Prairie,
Little Falls, Melrose and
Foley.
Hulinsky began the
informational
session
speaking about farm budgets
and developing financial
plans that can reflect gross

Nathan Hulinsky

incomes and expenses from
prior years, as well as project
upcoming
operations.
He presented examples
and worksheets as well
as recommended farmers

use the tools on FINBIN,
https://finbin.umn.edu, to
analyze where each farmer’s
operations fit in the larger
scheme of the agricultural
industry in their area.
FINBIN gathers realfarm data from thousands of
farms through farm business
management groups across
the Midwest. Minnesota
farms are the largest
contributor to the database
and information can be
segregated by state, region
and even county.
“You can do a summary
report; you can do crops or
livestock,” Hulinsky said.
“If you want to look into
beef cattle. If you want to
look into where the dairy
prices have been the last

WE HAVE GOODIES
& SPECIALS
FOR EVERYONE ON
YOUR LIST!
Coffee &
cider for the
early birds!

Purchase $100.00
in gift cards and
get a $10.00 gift
card for yourself
or to give to
someone else.

We will OPEN
at 6 a.m.
• 20% off toys in Todd's Toyland
• Wood pellets: $3.99 a bag
• Horse tubs - buy one, get one FREE!
• $3.99 for a 50 lb. bag of cracked or
whole corn
- Many gift ideas • Dog bone $1.99 If we don't have it - you don’t need it!
• Treats & toys for your pets
• 4 pc. patio set only $299.99
was $649.99!
• Tool sets for him & her
• Adjustable mechanics tool seat
• Ice fishing gear
• Wireless speakers

Propane Deals!
P
$

49

6
$
99 100 lb. fill!
39

Farm rent resources

Farm rent program – https://fairrent.umn.edu
Lease examples – http://www.aglease101.org
Farmland sales –
http://www.landeconomics.umn.edu
Minnesota Ag Statistical Service –
http://www.nass.usda.gov
FINBIN database – http://www.finbin.umn.edu
Agricultural Business Management –
https://extension.umn.edu/managing-farm
“This could be a starting
point in your discussion with
the land owner to see what
they would like to get for
their (property),” Hulinsky
said.
According to FINBIN,
Benton County land was
leased on average at $103
per acre in 2017, with the
median rate of $62 per
acre. The United States
Department of Agriculture
records Benton County at an
average of $79 per acre.
Hulinsky
presented
a non-traditional rental
agreement, known as a
flexible rental agreement.
He said only 5-10 percent
of renters use this type of
agreement in the state.
“It is a different tool
for determining cash rent,”
Hulinsky said. “There is a
base rent set with negotiation
– that should be less than
a straight cash rent system
(rate). Then, after harvest
there is a final rent due based
on grain market price, the
average yield off the land or
crop revenue, which is yield
times price.”
Hulinsky said there
are
advantages
and
disadvantages
of
all
agreements. With a flexible
rental agreement, the land
owner shares in the risk and
opportunities of crop yields.
The agreements also require
more
communications.
Leasers and leases will need
to evaluate the benefits and
burdens.

Order CRYSTALYX® during the month of December, 2018 and
receive a $5 per barrel and $3 per 200# CrystalBlox™
booking discount!

20 lb. fill!

with purchase.
$7.59 without purchase
with purchase.
$45.99 without purchase

five years, they have some
numbers listed here for all
that information.”
Hulinsky
said
the
website
can
generate
benchmark reports farmers
can use to compare.
“This farm got 211
bushels per acre on corn,”
said Hulinsky of an example
he used. “That puts them
in the 60th percentile. That
means they had higher
yields than 60 percent of
Minnesota corn growers
in this database. … It is a
simple tool to check out
your income per acre and
also your expenses on a per
acre basis to see areas that
need improvement or areas
where you are doing well.”
Hulinsky said knowing
where the farm aligns is an
important aspect of deciding
whether or not operations
need to be adjusted in order
to have profits at the end of
the year.
Two worksheets were
presented that help tenants
and land owners estimate
land rent. The operators cash
rent worksheet, prepared by
extension’s David Bau, help
operators determine funds
available for rent.
“We do not want to
forget about your family
living expense,” Hulinsky
said. “… In the state of
Minnesota, the average
family living expense is
$60-$70 per acre. We want
to make sure we don’t forget
about that number because
the whole point of farming
is to support the family and
make a living.”
A
land
owner’s
worksheet
also
helps
farmers perform the quick
math to calculate the value
per acre multiplied by the
desired return of investment,
adding in the taxes, liability
insurance and other expenses
before dividing it to figure
the sum of land rent per acre.

•Call or stop in by December 28, 2018
•Book Quantity and type of Crystalyx® barrels
or CrystalBlox™ tubs
•Take product anytime between now and April 26, 2019
BANov18_1B-BP

Gilman Co-op Creamery

Open M-F 7:30-7, Sat. 7:30-5, Sun. 8:30-1

FEED & FARM SUPPLY STORE

Good service - fair prices - every day

Gilman, MN 320-387-2770

WWW.GILMANCREAMERY.COM

Oak Park

Co-op Creamery

R38-1B-BP

320.968.7864

16623 Ironwood RD NE, Oak Park, MN
Store hours: M-F 8 to 5 & Sat 8 to 12
BA46-1B-BP

EFFECTIVE DRAINAGE
Brad Herickhoff, Owner
Office: 320-351-4872
Cell: 320-293-0882
brad@agtechdrainage.com
Bill Pasche, Sales & Design
Cell: 320-293-6951
bill@agtechdrainage.com

Gene Mensen, Sales
Cell: 320-429-1036
gene@agtechdrainage.com

Sam Lange, Sales & Site Manager
Cell: 320-232-3102
sam@agtechdrainage.com

Mark Machart, Sales
Cell: 320-429-4633
mark@agtechdrainage.com

All lease agreements,
whatever they may be,
should be put in writing,
Hulinsky said.
“For
legal,
for
clarification
reasonings,
both the land owner and
the farmer can understand
the details because if it is
written down there are no
discrepancies on whether
or not when you shook
hands and talked about it
that is what was decided,”
Hulinsky said. “And, it’s
also a guide for heirs.”
Leases should include
the name and address of
both parties, the legal
description of the land, the
beginning and end dates
of the lease, the due dates
of the payments, the rent
amount, the type of payment
and what happens if the
payment is late. Other details
can include termination
details, farming practice
restrictions, reimbursement
considerations, who pays for
improvements to the land,
how changes of the lease
can be made in the future
and more. The lease should
be signed and dated by both
parties.
All details of leases
should be discussed prior
to use of the land, and both
parties should consider the
other party, compromising
to come to an agreement.
“We want both parties
to be happy at the end of
the day – a win-win is the
ideal outcome,” Hulinsky
said. “We want to separate
the people from the problem
and do not bring up past
conflicts.”
Hulinsky recommended
looking at the realistic,
objective data when devising
the agreements as well as
each party knowing their
walk-away price.
“We don’t want either
party to be taken advantage
of,” Hulinsky said. “We
want both sides happy at the
end of the day.”

PRICES STARTING AT:

per
¢ foot

80
FOR 4 INCH TILE
Price includes design, survey, material & installation.
Prices are subject to prices of material, depth and quantity.

