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MARQUETTE COUNTY
QUILTERS ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 411
Marquette, MI 49855
www.marquettequilters.com

October 5, 2016
Sewing day 1:00 - 9:00 pm
Come when you canCommunity Room at
Peter White Public Library
5:30 pm Potluck dinner

October, 2016

6:30 pm Business Meeting
including 2017 budget preview,
NMU quilting events, and Show
and Tell

Its what we all want: Time to Quilt! Time to get cozy, sew with
friends, chat, share a potluck item, and enjoy doing what we do.
Bring your own project, or finish up Teddy Bear quilts, the teen’s
bags, the Harbor House quilts.
Teddy Bears will be arriving in a few weeks, and we will
dress and wrap them during our November meeting. Time
to get the last 14 bear-size quilts done.
Let’s see the finished projects from Schoolhouse!

October snacks: Pattie Mercure, Marcy Leppanen
Thanks!
Keep reading….there are so many ways quilts are
blanketing our region this fall! So much news!!!
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Just a few days away….. the fruits of our collaboration with many others in our community:

Presentations
11:00 a.m.
Museum Textiles –
Coverlets, Samplers,
other textiles with Jo
Wittler
Clothing from Handwoven
Fabric with Georgie Hurst
12:00 p.m.
Museum Textiles –
Coverlets, Samplers with Jo
Wittler
Cross Stitch – Simple to
Stupendous! with Deb
Eibler and Jean Rahilly
Kids Korner: Finger
Knitting with Megan and
Chris Osier
1:00 p.m.
Knitting Toe-Up Socks with
Helen Lukey
Weaving on the Go with
Yarnwinders Fiber Guild
members Mary Brown,
Naomi Fletcher, Patty Beyer,
Pat Curtis
Kids Korner: Quilt
Block Potholder
with Judy Parlato
and Chris Swenor
2:00 p.m.
Knitting Techniques with Pat
Gunning
Pinwheel Square Block with
Alice Johnson
3:00 p.m.
Tatting with Pat Gruber
Trapunto Quilting with Judy
Parlato
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Now Showing through Dec. 15 at the
DeVos Art Museum
Northern Michigan University

This traveling exhibit features
twenty-five quilts made by
members of the American Quilt
Study Group. Each year the
group responds to a theme and
each participant selects an
existing antique quilt for
research and inspiration.
Sourced from family heirlooms
and museum collections, the
selected quilt must be
recognizable from the period
regardless of the techniques
used. Each participant then
determines their own
construction methods based
upon information gathered
about the original quilt. The
2014 group chose quilts from
the time leading up to and

The Chase Is On, Vicki Hodge, 2014
inspired by Wild Goose Chase, maker unknown,c.1860
photo by Tracey Cairati

during the American Civil War.
The quilts were displayed at the
AQSG Seminar in Milwaukee,

The museum is located at the corner of Tracy & 7th Street
on the campus of Northern Michigan University.
No admission fee, donations gratefully accepted.
Monday – Wednesday 10am – 5pm
Thursday 12pm – 8pm
Friday 10am – 5pm
Saturday – Sunday 1pm – 4pm

where three AQSG members
selected the quilts for this
traveling exhibition.

This is a must-see exhibit!!

4

from Emily Lanctot
Curator of Collections and Outreach, DeVos Art Museum, Northern Michigan
University
Plans are being made for a quilting event at the Museum for Saturday, November 5.
The event will kick off with a talk about contemporary quilting by, Rachel May, a
colleague and friend of mine. Here is a link to Rachel’s website: http://
rachelsmay.com/home.html.
Then we will have a fabric swap, design a square opportunity, a demo of a square,
and quilters could bring quilts they are working on / have made for a show and tell, etc.
I also thought it might be fun to design voting themed blocks as the election will be
moments away. The voting themed blocks were partially inspired by: http://
dagblog.com/reader-blogs/election-cake-and-campaign-quilts-whig-rose-whig-defeatdemocrat-rose-rose-sharon-and-b
Emily will be at our Business Meeting on October 5 to discuss this event with us.

A Note About Color.
While the usual florid display of color in our trees is developing slowly this year, there
is an amazing abundance of color on the forest floor. The ever changing mushrooms
fruiting after our copious rains bring color, shape, texture as they push from trees
both dead and alive, from soils both rich and sandy, seemingly from any surface. As I
walk, I collect words with which to remember this visual bounty.
Red, cranberry, orange, yellow, lemon, butter, rust, brown both
warm and cool, tan, beige, taupe, khaki, eggshell, white, gray,
putty, pewter, lavender, eggplant, black, espresso, salmon,
gold…..
Solid, ombre, speckled, shaded, radiating, fading, soft, jarring,
edged, fluted, swirled, split, capped, open, bowled, curled…..
Shiny, matte, bumpy, smooth, shaggy, pitted, fingered,
powdery, layered…..
Tall, slender, bulging, floppy, squat, shelf-like, clustered, round,
oval, blooming…..

I collect these words. They will not poison me as they roll around on my tongue, feed my
brain.
Jeanne
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From the Librarian: More Quilt Informational
The Internet is a jungle of information – and it is often difficult
to know where to start. Even if you know what you think you
want to find, sometimes, you find the unexpected and that was
really what you wanted to find! The amount of available
information can overwhelm, especially if you aren’t certain where to begin. Continuing
in the same vein as my presentation earlier this month, regarding the vast width and
breadth of material available to quilters on the internet, I thought I would outline how I
searched for the actual information itself.
I spoke with a few people I knew in the group and asked what they would be interested
in finding out about. I asked for questions, and received one about ‘stash busting’. I
brainstormed and wrote out a list of what I thought I would want to discover and came
up with some possible search phrases (also called keywords). I thought about what I
would want to know, if I were randomly searching for information and how I have
looked for information using search engines currently and in the past and added this
information to my list of search terms.
Next, I went to my PC laptop. If I am working on my PC, I tend to use the Firefox
browser. Lots of past reading has led me to believe that this browser has fewer bugs
and security issues for PC users, but as long as you have security software on your PC,
and run the security software on a regular basis, any browser will be ok. You are going
to get the same results searching with browser software – it isn’t the software that
determines the results, but the verbiage that you use and which search engine you are
working from.
When I am working on a Mac of any kind – be it my iPhone, my iPad or my regular Mac
computer in my study, I use the Safari browser. While Firefox is available for the Mac
systems, Safari was the Apple’s first big browser and, for me, is easier to use because I
am familiar with it now.
I then open my search engine. Everyone has their favorite search engine – there are a
variety to choose from. While most people are aware of Google, the most famous
search engine, Google is a one stop shop. Bing, which is associated with Microsoft
Explorer, and Yahoo, the search engine associated with Firefox, are also a one stop
shops. What I mean by this is that you will find only some of the information related to
your search that is available for you to look at. In addition, if you search each search
engine using the same search keywords, you will find different results. (For a full list
of the current search engines available, check out this link: https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/List_of_search_engines ).
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I search for information using a metasearch engine. A metasearch engine looks for
information across as many one stop shop search engines as it has written into its
background coding and algorithms. My favorite metasearch engine is called ‘Dogpile’. You
can find it by typing www.dogpile.com in your browser window. I’ve been using Dogpile
since 1996, primarily because I thought that the way that results were presented to the
user appeared in a more relevant format related to the keywords I was typing in to the
search space. (Plus, I think it is funny that the site has a little cartoon puppy named Alfie
as its mascot!) I have stayed with Dogpile throughout my time on the Internet, because I
still feel that it comes up with information more easily related to my actual, typed-in,
search keyword in the search space. Currently, Dogpile retrieves information from Google,
Yahoo, and Yandex, as well as several audio and video search engines (think You-Tube,
etc.).
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This is what Dogpile looks
like when I type in my
keyword. Notice that in
Dogpile, a list of possible
alternative search terms will
appear. Users can scroll
down and pick one that
maybe they weren’t
thinking of when they began
to type.

This is a portion of the
results page. On the lefthand side of the screen, you
can see which areas of the
web were searched. In this
case, the web, images, video,
news, shopping, and white
pages. Dogpile starts the
page with ‘ads’ related to the
search term: stash buster.
From there, the screen moves
to the ‘Are you looking for?’
segment of the search. Here
users can determine items
such as, was I really look for
that piece of information?
Maybe I really mean to search
for stash buster knitting
patterns? If that were the
case, you would stop looking
at the page here, and click on
the ‘stash buster knitting
patterns’ link – producing a
completely different results
page.
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If the page seems to be
pulling up results related
to quilting stash busting,
you could continue on
scrolling down the page
to find even more
information. Each link is
in blue – and like all
hyperlinks, you can click
on it to go to that results
page. There is (almost
always) one or two lines
of black text describing
what you can find on the
link. The information in
green will generally be
search engine the results
page was pulled from.
At the very bottom of a
Dogpile search page, you’ll
find another search entry
field – which will always
have the current search
term that you typed in.
Believe me, this is cool,
because with all of the
information that you can
find, it is easy to lose track
of your current search term.
Again, there will be more
ads related to your search,
and finally, you’ll have a
‘next’ choice. Notice here
that there are at least five (and probably more!) pages of search results related to
the keyword: stash buster.
Because I have set up my Firefox browser to always open a new window when I click
on a hyperlink, Dogpile will follow this rule when I choose a hyperlink to click on.
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I recommend setting up
your browser for this
function, so that you can
find your original search
page results each time. If
you get caught up in
reading something, you may
forget where you originally
were in your searching!

Please let me know if you have any questions – I hope I have helped demystify, rather than making things more complicated! Cheers - jenstm

Laura R says:
I stumbled across this on Pinterest and thought
members might be interested. Some of us may
have heard of “yarn bombing” public places, but
what about a “quilt bomb”? Type that into
pinterest (or google) and images will come up of
trees, furniture, vehicles, etc. mysteriously
“quilted” with fabric
by some crafty citizen.
Check out these!
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November - two MCQA nights!
Meeting November 2, Program November 3

Our Quilting Legacy:
Why Quilts Matter
Thursday, November 3, 2016
7:00 pm

THE MUSEUM QUILT COLLECTION
Explore the museum's extensive quilt collection
and learn about the recently completed Quilt Index
Study which documented, photographed and
stored all of the museum's quilts.
Learn about prominent local quilters and see their
amazing quilts dating from 1850.

QUILTS, QUILTS & MORE QUILTS
View many quilts on display and see pictures for
the first time of many of the other quilts in the
collection.
Join us as we discuss Why Quilts Matter and the
importance of preserving their legacy for our
families, our communities and our region.

Marquette Regional History Center
145 W. Spring Street
Marquette, Michigan 49855
$5.00 Suggested Donation
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2016 Fall Schoolhouse was a fantastic success!
We had 27 enrolled in classes and 33 participants who came for lunch.
Judy Parlato taught everyone to paint with a credit card in a morning class
while Susan Weston helped her ladies to make a placemat with scalloped
edges during the afternoon session. Kay Beauchamp also did an excellent
job in leading her class step-by-step in creating a Prima Diva wallet with
zippered pockets and several pockets for storage and folding pockets for
credit cards. Mary Poirier led a class in making a centerpiece for the table that could
hold a candle or be hung on the wall as a seasonal decoration/wreath. There was a lot
of fancy stitching going on in Mary’s class to accent the centerpiece/wreath.
Lunch was prepared by the ladies group at St. Louis the King Church and it was delicious
as always! Following lunch the ladies enjoyed a featured Trunk Show given by Barb
Bennett. Barb brought many of her quilts and stories from the past including her very
first quilt. She showed many applique quilts, and quilts made to showcase one of her
passions: large scale floral bark cloth from the past. Barb shared that often she chooses
the backing for her quilt first, and then plans the colors and design in the quilt top to go
with her backing. A love of the color and big flower patterns wins!
Barb ended her presentation with many of her Christmas quilts. They too are a work of
art. Barb’s quilts were then put on display on the many tables so everyone could get a
closer look and examine the applique, hand stitching and quilting designs. Our thanks to
Barb for preparing such a delightful presentation with her Trunk Show!
MCQA would like to thank Karen Wares for all of her creativity and organization these past
several years as she has prepared the many sewing classes at Fall Schoolhouse for our
learning and fun. Karen you have been such a joy for all of us to work with. Thank you for
all the classes you have arranged. Fall Schoolhouse has truly been a lot of fun because of
your work! And, Carol Luoma who has helped all along the way, with her unflagging
enthusiasm, outreach and organizational skills. You both are greatly appreciated.
If you didn’t get to join us for Schoolhouse this year, be sure you make a point to attend
next year. If you have any ideas about what you would like taught in the 2017
Schoolhouse, make a note of it and send it on to the program committee.
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Greetings!
It is hard to believe that fall is upon us and the
Holidays are right around the corner. Wow, where
did the year go? We will be bringing quilts to
Harbor House in early December, my last estimate is
that we have 13 or 14 either completed or in the
works. Teresa Z. has been keeping track of the
Teddy Bear Quilts and purses that have come in. Sounds like we could use a few
more (14) Teddy Bear quilts. She has forty some little purses and I’m sure if you
were so inclined, more of these would be welcome as well. We will be having a
“sewing” meeting for our October meeting. This might be a great time to think
about working on some of these projects.
The 2016 Holiday Season is right around the corner, and that means 2017 will be
following shortly. I’d like you to think about our accomplishments this past year and
how we might want to move forward next year. We will be having a quilt show, I say
this with great optimism! This will take much time and talent from our membership.
However, I feel that we can accomplish much in 2017 and stay true to our mission
of the charity work that we do. Our membership has a great heart and are
passionate about the organizations we currently provide for. As time goes on,
needs change. Some needs are ongoing, others may change. Are there any other
organizations that have needs that we can help provide for? Perhaps we could
rotate other organizations into the mix. Just some things to think about as we go
into the next year.
Thanks again for your generosity and for your passion to provide for our neighbors.
Karen S.
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MCQA Meeting September 7, 2016
President Tracey Cairati called to order at 6:30, welcomed guests, and thanked our hospitality folks
for providing snacks tonight.
Treasurer’s report: Susan reported that as of end of August we have $2099.82 in the checking
account, $7406.41 in savings, and $1812.64 in quilt show account, a total of $11,318.87. A BIG
thank-you to Grace Terpening who volunteered to be the new Treasurer!
Secretary’s report: Laura announced a mailer advertising the Flint Festival of Quilts.
Old Business:
Schoolhouse 2016: Karen W. announced the roster of classes, lunch, and lunchtime trunk show
from our own Barb Bennett, Saturday, September 17. See you there!
Fiber Arts Festival: This event is coming up Saturday, October 1, 10am to 4pm at the Marquette
History Center. There will be various fiber-based demos all day, Judy P and Alice J are each doing
a demo! We need quilts for display at the History Center. If you can, please drop off during setup
time at the History Center (Friday, September 30) or get to Judy P or Tracey C before then. Tracey
passed around a signup for help. Also, there will be a table for quality (not crafty) items for sale.
Jeanne volunteered to work the sale table 10-Noon. Finally, help is needed Saturday at 4pm to
cleanup/take down. Show up to help if you can.
MCQA leaders still needed: Tracey C. and Carol L. volunteered to serve jointly as VP of
Programs for our guild for 2017, thank you! Still need a VP of Publicity. Please speak up if you
can lend your talents. It’s also time to think about the 2017 Quilt Show. We are in need of chairs
for the show. At the October business/sewing meeting, Judy P. will give a report of who from the
last quilt show committee volunteered to do the same jobs again; perhaps that will encourage
chairs to volunteer knowing all the help they’ll have.
New Business:
Historical Quilts Project at the Marquette County History Center: Nancy announced the
program she will be presenting with Alice about the entire collection of historical quilts they
worked to catalog with Karen S at the History Center on Thursday, November 3, 2016. There is
not a set entrance fee; there is a requested donation of $5 apiece to go to the program. Remember
the MCQA will have our meeting “business only” Wednesday, November 2, 2016 here at PWPL,
and then have our “program” Thursday, November 3 at the History Center. Nancy also asked for
info about a mysterious redwork signature quilt donated by the “Sundstroms” to the Ishpeming
Historical Museum some time ago. Any leads?
Gwinn Quilters Group: Don’t miss their display of quilts in the atrium at the Medical Center in
Marquette, the challenge theme was “feathered friends”.
Minutes from September approved by motion of Joan K, seconded by Jen St. Martin.
October Meeting will be at PWPL, with business meeting at 6:30pm and open sewing time
before & after.
Business meeting concluded at 7:00pm, followed by Show & Tell and snacks, and then the
program began. Jen St. Martin presented a program on the many and varied online quilting
resources available.
Laura Reilly, Secretary
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MCQA 2016 Board of Directors
President:

Tracey Cairati

MCQA 2016 Committees
Charity Quilt Coordinator: Karen Sanford

Past President: Carol Luoma

Bay Cliff: Alice Johnson, Joan Kaukola

V.P. Programs: Carol Luoma, Barb

Harbor House: Barb Bennett, Karen
Sanford

Bennett, Gerry Nault
V.P Publicity:
Secretary:

Karen Sanford

Laura Reilly

Treasurer: Susan Vore

Neonatal: Ann Pillote & Material Girls
Teddy Bear Quilts: Teresa Zielinski
with lots of help!
Historian: Judy Parlato
Hospitality:

MCQA 2016 Officers and Committee Chairs Where would we be without them?
As we will be voting in a new slate of
leadership next month, let’s reflect on the
efforts of those who have shared so much
in 2016. Many, many thanks.
Please thoughtfully approach our planning
meeting in November, where our leaders
will be chosen, our priorities and activities
for the coming year determined, and our
budget set. Contact any board member if
you have questions about how you can
serve in 2017.

What’s the buzz?

Laurie Short, Char Grimsby

Library: Jen St.Martin
Membership: Gerry Nault, Chris Swenor
Newsletter: Jeanne Baumann
Property/Equipment: Alice Johnson,
Nancy Henderson
Retreats/ Workshops: Tracey Cairati,
Laurie Short, Connie Hagle, Joan
Kaukola
Webmaster: Kay Beauchamp

Send your quilting news and views to

★Website: quilters@marquettequilters.com
★Newsletter: mcqanewsletter@yahoo.com
Deadline for November news: October 19, publish on Oct. 26, meet Nov 2 & 3

★MCQA Facebook Group - check with Laura Reilly or any FB group
member for an invitation to join this closed FB group of MCQA
members. Lots of late breaking news,
project pictures, tips and more!

