P I O N E E R

P R E S S

S P E C I A L

A D V E R T I S I N G

F E A T U R E

2

Flaherty’s Arden Bowl
Celebrating 75 Years Of Family Fun
The Longest-Running Family-Owned Bowling Center In The United States
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n the past 75 years, Flaherty’s
Arden Bowl has evolved into a
Twin Cities institution that is
the place to go for family fun for
everyone.
“Making money is obviously
important,” said Dan Flaherty.
“But it’s definitely not our exclusive focus. We place just as much
emphasis on making this a fun
place to spend an afternoon or an
evening. We want our customers
to have fun and we want our staff
to enjoy working here. Everything
we do is aimed at exceeding customer expectations.”
Going that extra mile is the
norm at Flaherty’s. For example,
instead of just pizza and snacks,
Flaherty’s Pub & Grill boasts an
extensive menu for breakfast,
lunch and dinner. A festive
party/banquet room is available to
large or small groups for casual or
formal gatherings.
Flaherty’s is a place where you
can bowl, shoot pool, throw darts,
win at trivia, compete in bingo,
try your skills at trick bowling for
prizes, play a variety of arcade

games, eat a multi-course meal,
or just hang out with friends in
the Pub. All this, and much more,

keeps patrons coming back night
after night, year after year.
Cousins Tom and Dan are the
third Flaherty generation to own
and operate the bowling center.
They’ve worked alongside their

fathers and grandfather, and they
take pride in the family’s legacy
of happy
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customers. No wonder Flaherty’s
is the longest-running familyowned bowling center in the
nation.
“Tom and I have both benefited
from the generations who came
before us,” said Dan. “Our parents worked hard to create a
family-friendly environment and
that is ingrained in how we run
the business today.”
Maintaining a high level of
customer satisfaction is also a top
priority with the many long-time
employees at Flaherty’s. Brian
Hove, bowling center manager,
has been with Flaherty’s since
1966. Gordy Miller, facilities

3rd Location A Charm
For the past 50 years, Flaherty’s Bowling Center has been
located in Arden Hills, near the
intersection of Snelling Avenue
and County Road E. But this is
not the first site for the business.

Tom and Dan’s grandfather,
P.C. (Patrick) Flaherty, opened
the first “Flaherty’s Recreation
Center” in 1938. Located at
University and Raymond in
St. Paul, the center boasted six
lanes. Nine years later, the center relocated to the corner of
Snelling and Larpenteur in
Falcon Heights.
In 1963, Flaherty’s moved to
its current home in then
sparsely populated suburb of
Arden Hills. Fifteen years later, a
major renovation added 12
more bowling lanes (for a total
of 36) and greatly expanded the
dining, kitchen and pub areas.,
The second generation of
Flaherty’s officially took over the
family business in 1978 –
brothers Richard and Pat.
Since1995, the third generation
– cousins Tom and Dan – have
been running Flaherty’s.
Throughout its 75-year history,
Flaherty’s has excelled at providing fun for generations – a
tradition that continues into the
future with the fourth generation
of Flahertys getting involved in
the family business.
“I have known league bowlers
who have been with us for 40
and 50 years,” said Tom
Flaherty. “And now their kids
and kid’s kids are bowling here.
It’s a family tradition not only
for us, but also our clients, and it
adds so much to the family fun
environment.”

Dan Flaherty recently appeared on the September 11 broadcast
of “A Tale of Ten Cities,” featuring the 75th Anniversary of
Flaherty’s Arden Bowl. The show is broadcast on CTV North
Suburbs – public access community TV serving the cities of Arden
Hills, Falcon Heights, Lauderdale, Little Canada, Mounds View,
New Brighton, North Oaks, Roseville, St. Anthony and Shoreview.
The show can be seen on CTV 15 on Wednesdays and
Fridays at 6:30pm, and on Thursdays and Saturdays at 2:30am
and 10:30am. In addition, most of the area Government channels
play the show once a week. The show is also available on their
website: www.CTVNorthSuburbs.org. (Click on “Programs,”
scroll to “Tale of Two Cities.”)

Flaherty’s 75 Year
Timeline
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1938
P.C. Flaherty opens Flaherty’s Recreation Center – with 6
bowling lanes – at University and Raymond in St. Paul.
1942
P.C Flaherty leases the bowling center for one year to a
temporary manager while he works on construction of the Alaska
Highway.
1947
Flaherty’s Bowling Center relocates to Falcon Heights at the
corner of Snelling and Larpenteur.
1963
P.C. Flaherty moves the bowling center 50 years ago to its
current location – with 24 lanes – in Arden Hills. Flaherty’s 2 sons –
Richard (Dick) and Patrick (Pat) actively involved with the bowling center.
1976
Members of the Flaherty family buy a nearby driving range and
miniature golf course.
1978
Miniature golf course/driving range sold. Money used to help
finance a major renovation and expansion to the bowling center – 12 lanes
are added creating a 36-lane bowling center. The 2nd generation of
Flaherty’s – Pat and Dick – officially take over the family business.
1984
Automatic scoring is installed, making Flaherty’s Bowling Center
a pioneer in the Twin Cities in modernized bowling equipment.
1995
3rd generation of the Flaherty family now runs the business –
cousins Tom (son of Dick Flaherty) and Dan (son of Pat Flaherty).
1997
The wood lanes in the bowling alley are replaced with a
technically-superior synthetic surface. The bowling area, banquet room
and pub area is also renovated.
Early 2000s
Cosmic Bowling launched, featuring glow-in-the-dark
ambiance, fog, music and laser lights.
2008

Mike’s Pro Shop opens in Flaherty’s.

2012

Named “Twin Cities Best Bowling Alley / 2012” by City Pages

2013
New bowling lane backdrop installed, featuring a montage of
historic scenes from Flaherty’s past.
The Future!
The 4th generation of Flaherty’s is now busy at the
bowling center, assuring another 75 years of great family-friendly bowling
& dining!
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manager/head mechanic, and
Kevin Eiynck, kitchen manager,
both started in 1975. Kevin’s
wife Barb, head of the wait staff,
started in 1974. Peggy Engel,
reservation coordinator, has
“only” been with the company
18 years.
“One of the big draws to
Flaherty’s is that it is familyowned and family-operated,”
Engel said. “It creates a more
personal touch. It’s enjoyable to
work here and it’s fun for customers to be here.”
Another Flaherty’s associate,
Mike Schmid is a professional
bowler who relocated his store –
Mike’s Pro Shop – to Flaherty’s
five years ago. He also has high
praise for the bowling center.
“I thought I had died and gone
to bowler’s heaven when we
moved here,” he said. “I don’t
know of any other bowling
center that has landscaping. The
place has tremendous personality. The people who work here
obviously love the sport and
their customers. People feel welcome here. They don’t feel like a
nuisance because someone has
to set up a lane for them. I feel
very lucky to be here.”
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36 Lanes Of Family Fun

A
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person who bowls is
also called a “kegler”
– a word derived from
the German term for a
bowling pin (‘kegel”).
Flaherty’s Bowling
Center in Arden Hills is a
mecca for keglers of all
ages. In fact, 63 bowling
leagues are headquartered
here, and the members
range in age from six to 96,
according to Brian Hove,
the manager of the bowling
center.
“That’s one reason why
bowling is so popular,” he
explained. “Grandparents
can go bowling with their
grandchildren, and they’ll
all have a good time.”
‘Going bowling’ is even
more fun at Flaherty's
because the employees
enjoy their jobs, the owners
actively reinvest in the

facility, a variety of special
activities keep things lively,
and customer satisfaction
takes top priority. While
many other bowling
centers are floundering,
Flaherty’s continues to
thrive.
In fact, Flaherty’s is the
only bowling center in Minnesota named to “Travel
and Leisure” magazine’s
list of “America’s Coolest
Bowling Alleys.” Only 23
bowling centers across the
nation made the list.
(Check out the article at
www.travelandleisure.com/
articles/americas-coolestbowling-alleys.)
In his 47 years at Flaherty’s, Hove has seen a lot
of changes. The equipment
and the facilities have been
updated numerous times,
high-tech features have

been added, and Cosmic
Bowling creates a festive
‘glow-in-the-dark’ ambience on Saturday nights.
The bowling center is also
equipped with the latest
and greatest technologies
for bumper bowling and
automatic scoring.
Flaherty’s might be
celebrating its 75th
anniversary, but “it feels
like it’s brand new because
Flaherty’s keeps up with
the newest technologies
and innovations,” Hove
noted.
Another long-time
employee, Gordy Miller has
been with Flaherty’s since
1975. The head mechanic
and facilities manager,
Miller arrives early every
morning to make sure all
the equipment is running
flawlessly.
“All last year, we did not
have to send a league team
home once because of a
lane breakdown,” said
Miller, noting that breakdowns are not that unusual
at other bowling centers.
“We just don’t have breakdowns here because the
equipment is kept in great
shape.”
Flaherty’s prides itself on
its family friendly atmosphere. The center offers a
variety of programs that
cater to kids, and provides

Tom, Dan, Gordy & Brian

entertainment that the
entire family will enjoy.
“Bowling is a great family
activity,” said Dan Flaherty,
co-owner of the bowling
center with his cousin Tom.
“Multi-generations can
bowl together and sit down
face-to-face and talk to each
other. It actually re-establishes good old-fashioned
communications.”
Some of the special
programs for kids at
Flaherty’s includes the
youth leagues (ages 3 –
19), Summer & Winter
Bowling Camps for kids
(5 – 10 and 7 – 18), the
Summer Kids Bowl Free®
program (children in the
community can bowl two
games for free all summer
long), and Girls Minnesota
High School Bowling.
Anyone interested in
learning to bowl can sign
up for “Bowling 2.0.” This
free four-week class is
offered a variety of times

throughout the year. Or,
you can receive private
coaching from Mike
Schmid, owner of Mike’s
Pro Shop, located in
Flaherty’s. Schmid is a
professional bowler with
52 years of experience. He
also teaches a bowling class
for credit at the U of M.
One of the most popular
family friendly events at
Flaherty’s is the “What’s
Your Shot?” Game Show
hosted by Lil’ Ollie, a
spontaneously exuberant
Norwegian who also happens to be a deceptively
talented bowler.
Held select Saturday
nights in the bowling
center, the show challenges
bowlers to make trick bowling shots for prizes and
money.
“It’s all about having fun,
and we have lots of fun,”
explained Bob Chase (aka
Lil’ Ollie), who has been
doing trick bowling for 40plus years. “People tell us
that they have bowled at
other centers and this is the
best time they have ever had.”
Prizes range from autographed bowling pins to
$1,000. Last December, Lil’
Ollie recalled that a woman
won the $1,000 by bowling
a strike with the head pin
missing.
Bring the family and try
it yourself. Kegling at
Flaherty’s is a fun experience for everyone!

Party Headquarters For Fun Festive Celebrations

A

Vadnais
Heights
corporation
that provides meaningful work
and enrichment activities for
adults with
disabilities,
Merrick, Inc.
has raised an
estimated
$250,000
over the
years at their annual
Flaherty’s fundraiser.
“Flaherty’s has been a
great partner to us,” said
Mike Greenbaum, finance
and development director
at Merrick, Inc. “They go
above and way beyond
what’s expected to assure
that our needs are met and
our event is a success.”
In addition to the annual
Bowl-A-Thon, Merrick also
holds smaller meetings at
the bowling center. “They
are very accommodating,”
Greenbaum noted. “And
it’s a fun family-friendly
kind of place.”
Flaherty’s Bowling center
can handle a large variety
of events because of its
full-service kitchen and its
party/banquet room that
can be configured to handle large or small groups.

Food choices are enormous. Options range from
breakfast fare to pizza,
multi-course buffet banquets, appetizers, burgers,
taco bar and formal
entrees like prime rib.
Kid’s parties are particularly popular with the
younger set. The
“Bowlopolis Party” features
“Bowlopolis-themed” party
supplies (an online interactive bowling cartoon) and
the ever popular Cosmic
Bowling. For business
meetings, presentation
equipment is available
including oversize flatscreen TVs with computer

and Wi-Fi access.
Bowling can be
added as an entertainment to any gathering
at Flaherty’s, but it is
not required. Use of
the banquet room is
free with the minimum food order.
In recent years,
more community
fundraisers have been
held at Flaherty’s to
“help families going
through tough times
or to raise funds for area
organizations,” said Dan
Flaherty, co-owner. “We
work with the coordinators
to help them organize their

event. Not everything we
do here makes money for
us – but it does make a
difference,” he added.
Thinking of having your
next event at Flaherty’s?
Your guests will have a
great time! Engel’s advice
is to set the date and make
your reservation early. “We
have groups that book a
year in advance,” she advised.
For additional information, go to www.flahertysbowl.com and click on
“events” or call 651/6331777. Reservations can also
be made via email at
parties@flahertysbowl.com.
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Flaherty’s party is a
festive, tasty and
hassle-free event. Not
only will your guests have
a great time, but you can
relax and enjoy yourself.
“We can accommodate
small groups, large groups,
kid’s birthday parties,
fundraisers, luncheons,
holiday dinners, receptions,
just about anything,” explained Peggy Engel, reservation coordinator. In her
18 years at Flaherty’s, she
has helped hundreds of
groups plan their get-togethers.
“Lots of hockey teams –
and other sports teams –
hold their end-of-the-season parties here,” she
noted. The Class of ’68
from an area high school
recently held its 45th
anniversary reunion at
Flaherty’s. Several regional
companies and organizations have had gatherings
at the bowling center –
including Boston Scientific,
Land O’ Lakes, Medtronic,
Deluxe, plus the nearby
medical offices and financial institutions. Fundraisers have included Pins For
Pets, Cruisin’ for St. Jude
and Bowl For Kid’s Sake.
For 11 consecutive years,
Merrick, Inc. has held its
Charity Bowl-A-Thon at
Flaherty’s. A nonprofit
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Flaherty’s ‘Spares’ No Effort
To Serve Outstanding Food

L
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ike a perfect 300 game
of bowling, Flaherty’s
Pub & Grill serves a
winning variety of pizzas,
burgers, salads, soups,
appetizers, sandwiches and
entrees.
“Generally, bowling alley
food anywhere you go is
fried food and pizza,” said
Mike Schmid, a professional bowler and owner of
Mike’s Pro Shop, located in
Flaherty’s. “I’ve been in
the business 52 years and
Flaherty’s has, by far, the
best bowling center food
anywhere. They have a
nice place to eat and a big
menu. And it’s not just
burgers and pizza –
although their pizza is
really great.”

The pub fare at
Flaherty’s is so good that
some people show up just
for the food. And like any
great pub, Flaherty’s sports
a variety of evening

activities including
traditional favorites
like bingo and trivia.
Bowlers and nonbowlers flock to

Flaherty’s for the
camaraderie, the food and
the fun.
“I think the number one
thing that puts us above
the rest is that the customer is number one with
us, and they know that,”
said Tom Flaherty, coowner of Flaherty’s with
his cousin Dan.
“People feel comfortable
here. We’re not trying to
sell them something every
time they turn around. We
enjoy what we are doing

and we work to provide
a fun atmosphere. We
don’t cut short the quality of anything, and that
comes through in our
menu,” Flaherty noted.
Overseeing the
kitchen and the pub at
Flaherty’s is Kevin
Eiynck, kitchen manager, and Tom Flaherty.
“We have always
placed a high priority on
re-investing in the business, and that definitely includes the kitchen and the
pub,” said Flaherty. “A regular group of folks come in
for breakfast several times
a week and they wouldn’t
be doing that unless they
liked the food.”
There’s something for
everyone on the Flaherty’s
menu. Choices range from
wings and mini corn dogs
to cashew chicken wraps

and Irish stew. On busy
nights, a staff of four cooks,
four servers and two
bartenders are kept busy
serving their clientele all
their favorite foods and
refreshments.
The kitchen manager’s
personal favorite?
“I would pick the pizza
every day of the week,”
said Eiynck, who started at
Flaherty’s in 1975. “We
have spent quite a bit of
time building up the recipe.
We don’t skimp on anything. Our pizzas are made
from scratch and the ingredients are top quality.”
Customers often order
two pizzas – one to eat at
Flaherty’s and the second
to take home, along with
the pleasant memories of a
fun night out.

If your company is
celebrating an Anniversary
or Grand Opening, please
contact Carla Sandness
to learn more about
Special Advertising Features
with the Pioneer Press.
651-228-5314 or
csandness@pioneerpress.com

Fun Events At Flaherty’s

E

very night is a special
night at Flaherty’s
Arden Bowl. Don’t
miss these fun events in
the bowling center and the
Pub & Grill.

Lil’ Ollie & Dave (King Pin

) up to their latest antic
s!

great prizes and enjoy Lil’
Ollie’s hilarious antics in
the bowling lanes. You
might even win $1,000
(someone did last year!).
From September – December, Lil’ Ollie will be at Flaherty’s the 1st and 3rd
Saturdays, from 9:30 pm to
close.
■ Strike It Rich: Every
Friday and select Saturday
nights, starting at 9:30 pm.
Colored pin shots on every
lane. Spin the wheel for a
chance to win great prizes,
■ Late Night Dollar
Nights: Select late nights,
from 9:30 pm to close. $1
shoe rental, $1 bowling
lane, $1 tap beer or pop.
■ Family Fun Night: $39
covers 1 large/1 top pizza,
1 pitcher of pop, and 1

hour of bowling for up to 6
people/lane (call for avail
ability). Not valid Friday or
Saturday night after 8 pm.
■ Happy Hour: Take
advantage of specials on
domestic beers, bar drinks
and 9-inch 1-topping pizza.
From 11 am to 4 pm Monday through Friday; from
9 pm to close Sunday
through Thursday.
■ Special Events: Party
Bus to some Wild Games.
■ Special Offer: 10 percent off bowling for active
military personnel and
immediate families!
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Almost from the beginning of Flaherty’s, another longtime family-owned Twin Cities institution has been associated with the bowling center. For many decades, Awe
Vending & Amusements – headquartered in St. Paul – has
provided Flaherty’s with the various arcade games that
have added to the activities at the bowling center.
“Our machines have been in all three Flaherty’s locations,” said owner Don Awe. His father, Harold, started the
company, which supplies quality vending machines, pool
tables, electronic dart boards, and state-of-the-art video
games to entertainment facilities throughout the region.
Today, you’ll find 30-plus Awe machines in Flaherty’s
Bowling Center.
“We go back a long time,” said Awe. “They are probably
my oldest long-time clients. I personally used to do business with Pat, Jr., and I can remember Dan and Tom running around with their short pants on. They are wonderful
people to work with. They make sure their business stays
on top of the newest technologies.”
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■ Friday Night Bar Bingo:
Starting at 6:30 pm. Gift
card raffle at 6 pm. The
liveliest game of bingo in
town!
■ Rock & Roll Bingo in
the Pub: Saturdays starting
at 9 pm. Listen to Rock &
Roll hits and play for
prizes. $3.75 Coors Light
Pints.
■ Trivial Trivia: Wednesdays from 9 to 11 pm in
the Pub. 1st place: $50;
2nd place: $25.
■ Half-Price Pizzas in the
Pub: Wednesdays from 11
am to 3 pm. It doesn’t get
any better than this – Flaherty’s famous hand-made
pizzas at half price!
■ Flaherty’s “Scotch Doubles” No-Tap Bowling: The
last Saturday of the month
at 4 pm. A fun competition
featuring 2-person (one
male/one female) teams.
Games 1, 3 and 5 – the
woman bowls the first ball
of every frame. Games 2, 4
and 6 – the man bowls the
first ball.
■ “What’s Your Shot”
Game Show with Lil’ Ollie:
Bowl for a chance to win

Partnership
Provides Added Fun

Join Our Family & Friends
As We Celebrate 75 Years in
the Bowling Business!
Bowlopolis
Birthday
Parties
Starting at $9.95 per person

1273 W. Cty Rd. E, Arden Hills
651-633-1777
www.FlahertysBowl.com
Family Night
Only $39! Pizza,
Pop & Bowling

Celebrate with us Thanksgiving Week
November 25 - December 1
Food • Drink • Bowling Specials
75th Anniversary Prize Giveaways

Bar Bingo
Friday Nights 6:30pm
Gift Card Raffle 6pm

Happy Hour
Domestic Beer &
Bar Drink Specials
9” 1-Top Pizza only $3.99!

Bowl with Lil’ Ollie

Trivial Trivia

Select Saturdays 9:30pm
Win Cash & Prizes!

in the Pub!
Wednesdays 9pm

