12/10/18
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
In ancient times, roads were often built or improved before a king would travel to a
distant country. The king was supposed to have a smooth, easy ride from one place to
another. The more important or well-loved the king, the bigger and better the highway.
You could learn a lot about a king by looking at how nice a road was built for him.
As is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: “A voice of one calling in
the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. Every valley
shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low. The crooked roads shall become
straight, the rough ways smooth. And all mankind will see God’s salvation.’” Luke
3:4-6
As we prepare for the arrival of our King, Jesus, this Advent season, how will we
prepare the way for Him to come into our hearts? It begins by repenting of everything
that would get in the way—every selfish thought, every evil intention, every hurtful
word, every mean look, every arrogant attitude. Repentance begins with recognizing
what is wrong in our lives and then looking to Jesus as the solution to our sins.
Knowing that in Him we have forgiveness, we seek to thank him with lives that please
him.
In the days before Jesus’ ministry, God used John the Baptist to prepare the way for
King Jesus. Today, God uses people like pastors to preach God’s Word and prepare us

for the arrival of our King. Or, he uses our reading of the Bible or a devotion such as
this one. May God continue to prepare our hearts to celebrate the birth of our King!
Prayer: Loving Savior, we thank you for paving your way to our hearts and leading
us to repent; trusting in you for forgiveness. Amen.
(From the WELS)
…See you in worship.
Keep looking up because the Lord is always looking down – Psalm 121
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