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MNothing Apart From Him
By C.5.

The year 2020 should have been a wake-up call for people (o get their priorities straight and in order. This last year has
challenged our pride and self reliance so that we might realize that we are not in charge and do Mothing Apart From
Him. And yet our capability to compromise is one of the greatest dangers in the church today.

Through un godly relationships and the impact of the Media, we're being influenced, by people who celebrate things that
used to be hidden, like homosexuality and gay marmiages. Our curment society tells us 1o put self first, take what we want,
protect ‘our’ nghts and promole "our” own inleresls above others.,

We all have balete that dahine wiio we Daieve we ane and detarming cur ifestyle and choices. We may like 1o think that
these are a private matter, but in reality, they are constantly on display for all to see. That's because we live them out each
day with our words and our actions, Since baliefs have a powerful influence, we should axamine what ours are saying
about us. Are they leading us to a rightecus life in accordance with God's will, or are they so weak thal our life is domi-
nated by old fleshly nature?

zod has gone to great lengths to put His truth into written form and protect it down through the ages so that we 'might’
spend eternity with Him. It is foolish to ignore His Waords. Instead, most people are prisonars to things like jealousy (you
have greater rights than | dol), greed (| deserve morel) and bitterness (My rights have been violatedl) In lieu of focusing
on what is due to them, people should follow Christ's command here in Matthew 5:44, "Eo [ S5y &5 [, e [Ear
EEniEs, HiEes EeE ol cores ey, i peed 1B Thded wibd BDiD e, Sid FrEpr e (hEed e SEEthdlly med e
andl FarEaEs 1"

We should be more concamed about showing God's love to those whio wrong us than insisting on privileges we assume
are rightfully ours, Perhaps some of yvou reading this may be thinking, "You don't know how I've been mistreated!™ Indeed |
don't. But | do know how Jesus reacted o terrible abuse. He was betrayed by His friends, persecuted by His own people,
condemned by His peers and crucified for "OUR" sins, Yet while hanging there on the Cross in sheer agony, the only thing
that came from His heart and out of His mouth was, “Fihag fErgte I, e Sy @9 Ha Sy wibed Tey @5~ (Luke
23:34)

Before assuming that Jesus' capacity for forgivenass and love is out of reach for us as mere human beings, we need to
remember that His Spirit lives in true believers. Listen here to Romans 8:71, "But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus
from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through
His Spirit who dwells in youw.” And then Paul in Galatians 4.6, "And because you are sons (and daughters), God has
sent forth the Spirft of His Son into your hearts, crying out, Abba, Father!™

We can choose to give away the worldly rights and instead allow God's love Lo work in us and through us. Doesnt Luke
628 tall us to turn the other cheek and give up more than is asked of us? When we choose (o do this we are expressing a
love that far outweighs exerting "our’ rights. We can’t lose when we choose to show others the boundless care of the Lord.
Instead, we gain His blessing, and what’s more important, someone could be saved because of yvour example of obedi-
Ence,

| truly beliave that who we truly are on the inside will at somea point be revealed outwardly by our words and actions. Luke
6:45 (NKJV) Jesus tells us this very thing, %4 @ @ o o (e @ead esars aF ife e Ertuge Mol goed ang
am &l mam eof & I el ireasa e &F e hesr? Bringe farh el [Aar e & dve elbamaEnes @ dhe heard ki mewih
speElEs.” All of us make mistakas in what we say and in fact James leaches this about the tongue in James 3:1-2, “My
brethren, lef not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment. For we all
stumbile in many things. If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle the whole
body."” When Scripture speaks here about a perfect man, the only One ever to be perfect was Jesus Christ.

To the degree in which we walk closely with the Lond, the more evident our speech will become that we are following Him.
Jesus exprasses this idea in the form of a mataphor, in Luke 6:43-45, TR67 & o Fee dDes mal Sesr bogl dnfl, mar
dtbdd & Eodl e Defy aed il [fer ey e 08 e by e aom {90, (Rer oicn O ol grodier s S (s,
MEF S5 WhEy MRliEr ST IR £ BramnelE Ssh, A el fRan e & i mees! IFpasime G i e e el
il and & el moEm ond & Tos ol (reasars & s bears Bringes ferdb el (Sor eod i dhs alamdnnes & dbs G
[ifte apaedh sisales" It's important to recognize how these verses just overdapped from the above paragraph. Jesus is
classifying good Christians as 'good frees’, and through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit working in and threugh us, will
produce His good fruit. Men and women without Christ cannct generate His kind of fruit on their cwn. That's because even
mankind's most virluous deeds onginate from the flesh and therefore are unclean o God. As God reveals here in Isaiah
646 He shows us, "But we are all like an unclean thing, And all our rightecusnesses are like filthy rags; We all
fade as a leafl, And our iniguities, like the wind, Have taken us away.”
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S0, just becauwse we may be 'good frees’ doesnt mean that good words will automatically come forth from our mouths, We
need the Holy Spint ko help us use language that is edifying, gracious, wholesome and true. We MUST consider this: WE
do not support the root, but the root supports us, AMEN!? Life doesn't always meet our expectations and we all experi-
ence what we could call "storms’ in our lives, Storms can come in various forms such as financial, emotional, physical and
even spiritual events. And some of those times these events are a direct result of our own foolish choices. And through
God's law of sowing and reaping, many times these events are a harvesl of what we ourselves have sown. This was cer-
tainly the case for me.

If vou've ever been in the presence of someone axperiancing a storm, you have witnessed that not everyona responds the
same way, When we respond in a healthy way we generally emerge sironger. Yet many others are broken by the same
challengas. Storms can disrupt our normal routing in such a way that we may even stop to consider what the Lord is
desiring to do in our lives.

In 2010, a comective storm came into my life which got my attention, my imprisonment. Sometimes the consequences of
our sin and reballion are so painful and troublasomea that we come (o the end of ourselves and regain our sanses to tum
back o God in humibde obedience. Al least this is the way that it happened with mea. | am going on my 11th yvear of incar-
ceralion. In this process I've often asked myself, "If | had the power to change my circumstances, would 17" Since no ong
has a life without problems, most of us in my current siluation would immediately say, "YES!" However, the reality is that
we must learn to live with some of our difficult circumstances. Only God has the power to our circumstances, but it's us
that create them.

Take the Apostle Paul for instance, Paul had a desire o go to Rome to preach the Gospal bul didnt anticipate the route
God would use to bring him thene. It all began with false acocusations in Jerusalem, an appeal to Caesar, a rough sea
voyage and shipwreck and eventually time spent in a Roman prison. This was probably not what Faul had envisioned, but
as he sat chained to a Roman guard he wrote the following words to the church in Philippi, "But | want you to Know,
brathren, that the things which happened to me have actually turned out for the furtherance of the gospel.”
(Philippians 1:12) The very circumstancas that may have seamad like an unfair misfortuna became the avenua for fruitful
service. S0 even though my actions created a "shipwreck' or detour in my life God can fake it all and tum it arcund 1o use it
for His glory, The Holy Spirit is always attempling, in a still small voice, even when we are in our worldly ways, to turn us
around and head us back on His divine path for our lives. | now know this.

Today, | understand that the conditions arcund and in front of us will fluctuate, but I'm a rue believer that when we belong
to Christ, He WILL use every situation to accomplish His will in and through us. And to be honest, | encounter, just like
everyona else, that challenges my obediance to the Lord. And, there are times when it's hard for me to keep it all together.
| realize that | am not perfect, but 've also learned through the years to be sensitive to the Spinit's conviction and am quick
to returm o the Lord with a repentant heart, Teday, | am actually grateful for the correchon and praise God. Mot anly for
revealing my weaknesses, but also for drawing me back to Him through obedience.

Brothers and sislers, even believers cannol produce these qualities in and of themselves. Trying harder 1o be godly will
never work because it tums into "our’ works instead of the finishad work of Christ Jesus. Character transformation only
truly accurs when we truly submit to God, This means giving Him COMPLETE control of every area of our lives, It's anly
then that the Holy Spirit is free to produce fruit that remains even in the deepest, darkest storms. Remember everyone,
the devil is not afraid of anyone whean their Bibla is covared in dust!

ChyistioniComedy

It's hard to explain puns o kleptomaniacs because they always take things literalhy.

“Anger breeds remaorsea in the heart, discord in the hame, bitterness in the community, and confusion in the sfafe.”

- Billy Graham (1918 = 20718) an American evangalisl, a prominent evangalical Chrislian Rgure, and an ordained Southem
Baptist minister who became well known internationally in the late 19405, One of his biographaers has placed him "among
the mast influential Christian leaders” of the 20th century.

Ohercomers for (Sfirist P.0. Box 42023 Phoenix, Arizona 85050
P s (6021472-8741 » OCACphy@gmailcom



AWhat Others Are Saping...

“Hello brothers and sisters in Christ. Thank you for your continued prayers and encouragemeant. | ook forward to your
letters every manth. Michelle, | was so discouraged before | received your letter. But then your mail came and it brought
sunshine 10 a very rainy day. | will conlinue to use Scriplure 1o give me hope for my life. 've also been encouraging my
cellie with these same Scriptungs.” = H.J.

"Eheerconicrs for (Shrist, P owriting o let you know that | am interested in your monthly booklet that you send to people on the
inside, | love to read, that's my hobby. The more | read about Jesus the more | leamn about the Bible. | too would like to be
saved by Jesus Christ® - K.G.

| will be “getting out® Soon and | wish 10 continue recaiving the newsletter. It has been uplifling, humbling, funry, in yowr
face etc. I'm enclosing my new address as | look forward to continuing to grow through the newsletter. God bless all of you
there at the 3\ 43 as well as the Living Word Bible Church.” - D.C.

"SX348, thank you sa much for all the cards you continue to send me. You have no idea how much better it feals to know
that | am not alona, | love that there are brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus oul thers thinking of and praving for me and
my family. Your kind words mean the world o me. Our Father in heaven is healing me completely, one day at a time." - V..

*Thank you all for the lovely newsletters. The testimonies and the prayers are great. VWhen I'm done with the newsletters |
leave them in the day ROOMS. S0 SoMeana can taka them o their cell. | was surprised to see my cartoon artwork published
in the newsletter. What a birthday present! | literally received the newsletter on my birthday! What a blessing it was. | am
s0 grateful " - A.J,

"Duck, what a pleasant surprise! Thank you for responding to my letter. I'm both ecstatic, and honored to have heard back
from you. The card | received was beautiful and lifted my Spirit. It came along with my newsletter and | was shocked. It did
take me several imes to read the cand to grasp your words. I'd be honored for you to use my testimony! I'd never thought
that one day my pain could be used for something greater. | firmly believe that | was led by His Spirit to writa to you all, |
truly do thank you for responding to me, and your words of encouragement.” - PM.

“May God bless all of you for all that you do for US prisaners. Each newslatter brings joy to my heart and paaca within this
prison celll Psalm 133:1 says, "Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.™
Goercomers for (Sfirist, | thank you for all of your smiling faces.- J.A.

®| just wanted o write to thank you all for the monthly newslatters, 1S always good to 2@ you all in the pictures, The
lessons are always excellent and current with life today. 1've been in DOGC for 10 yvears this March and | have received a
monthly S¥s43 newsletter each one of those months. You all are frue servants of the Lord. It's really encouraging to know
that real people, really and truly live and breathe the Word of God ® - P.B.

*To all the guys and ladies there at GXS«3, thank you for my birthday card. With all of the problems I'm having this year it
was cool io get the card from you all. Things by far are getling betier” - R.D.

"l just want to say, | don't think or believe it wise for any of us to be caught dead without Jesus! | used to my own planning
of things and stuff, but now that I'm "ALL-IN' I'm on His plan, not ming! In His plan | am iold 1 be a fisher of men, | also
want 1o thank all of you there at the Swercemers for (firist for all of the cards and newsletters. | have nothing but the warmest
of thoughts for all of you there. | pray a special prayer of thanksgiving for all of us during thesa darkest of the worlds
days." - S.M.

“Thank you all for all the love, support and ancouragement you give us through your correspondence and newsletters, It
really means a bunch to me and you wouldn't believe how comforting the newsletters are in this dark place. May God
continue to bless you all.” - M.S.

"God is moving in the places of those who call upon the Mighty name of Jasus| | feal real honored that | raceive the news.
letter from the & for (\frizd. | bove @ach of you and | pay attention to the pictures you put in the newsletter. Because
of my drug use in the past | distanced myself from my family. | have respect for the walk they are true in and don't like
them fo see me all massed up, However, now that | am sober and found you all as my extended family, it's 50 cool to feel
a part of something just as | am. Thank you for the warmth you send and for your insides.” - J.L.

*To the family of Sheromers ft Girist. | want to thank you all for the 14 years that you have been by my side. Each month
you send me the newsletters of inspiration. Throughout the years you have never given up on me. This is my very first
letter 1o vou. I'm not much of a writer and still have 7 yvears 1o go. It was this last card you sent that touched me and com-
pellad me to finally write and let you know the work you do for the Lord is 5o wonderful and glonious, | try everyday to
leam 1o read my Bible. I'm still 20 much a baby in the Word, but | don't give up.” - C.5.
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Trusting God, Letting Go of the Wheel
By 5.B.

When | gave my life over to Chiist, for the *| don't know how many times now’, the one difference this time was that | said,
*God pleasa take the wheel.™ In this | am saying to God, "l give You my whole hear this time, please come be Lord of my
life. Take the wheel and direct my life, because | am unable 1o lead mysell.®

It has become obwvious that when | do attempt 1o lead my own life | lend o l2ad d lowards destruchion, Today, doe to 8 rues
conversion | realize there was a LOT of sin in my old life. Now, | know that | need a Savior and with Jesus taking the
wheel and bang Lord, Ha's the One that leads me in His nghtedusneass and evedasting Iife, | am learming that | could
never be rightecus in God's sight, without Jesus as Lord of my life. There is MO right amount of things that | think | can do,
but Jesus' rightecusness that allows me to stand before God, Paul tells us in Romans 3:10, "No one is righteous— not
even one." Mow listen to what | found in the Amplified Version of Romans 3:10, “None is righteous, just and truthfol
and upright and conscientious, mo, not one.™ But NOW, with Jesus as our righteousness, we can “therefore come
boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obfain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”™ (Hebrews 4.16)

When you are in a car or on a motorcycle you generally want to be the one driving, right? When someone elsa is in
control of ‘that' vehicle you are trusting that they will operate the vehicle safely and will get you to where you are going.
Even al that, there are some of us that do some backseal driving because wea're not in control, Like many others, brust for
me has always been a big thing. Many times | have felt that when | have trusted people I've been burned or let down.
Here's a couple of definitions of the waord trust; place confidence or depend; fo commit or place in anes care or keaping.
And, firm belief in the relfabiity, fruth, abiity, or strength of someone or something. 've realized by relinquishing the wheel
of my life, means that | MUST TRUST GOD! 'l be the first to admit that having my fool on the pedal and letting go of the
wheel is scary. Jesus tells us this, in Mark 8:38, “[For mihEErEr mEmS 48 S sy [ifs wdll e 8, G ebosar fess
e gl st an el el o e iG oS eiwnis S uelins

Jesus is simply asking us to give up the wheel and trust Him. He is NOT going 1o wreck us, but we wreck all of the tinme
when we hang on o the wheel, When | asked Jesus into my life, as Lord and Savicr, | gave the wheel over {0 let God
drive. But becausa of my flesh’ trust issues | sometimes still try to grab the wheel back. Through God's Word, His love
and His promises He keeps assuring me that | CAN trust Him. This is what Habakkuk 2:4 says, "Look at the proud!
They trust in themselves, and their lives are crooked. But the righteous will live by their faithfulness to God.” God
also tells us, in Hebrews 10:23, “Lel us hold tightly without wavering fo the hope we affirm, for God can be frusied
fo keep his promise.” Then hera in Exodus 3:17, the promise He made to the Israelites He also promises to us, ™ have
promised (o rescue you from your oppression in Egypt. [ will lead you o a fand fowing with milk and honey.” It's
important for us to note that Egypl is a representation of the sinin our lives, today. It's all relevant.

Letting go and letting God takes trust! But God has shown me ime and time again o where undoubtedly | know, He
REALLY is here for me. Psalm 9:10 tells us, "Those who know Your name trust in You, for You, O Lord, do not
abandon those who search for Youw.” This word even applies to someone like me who walked away from God and was
a satanist for 16 years, God still did not abandon me. Since I've come back 1o God He's been showing Himself to me more
and more and it's greal being in His presence! The darkness | was living in before Chinst was overwhelming.

FOOT and myself have started a Bible study in the moming, before daylight. IF's great to spend time with FOOT, as | only
seem to relate or feel comforiable around cerain people. | realize that just because I'm a Christian now doesn't mean that
things are always going to bae pedfect. But one thing for sure, | KNOW that Jesus is real and is hare for me. You know, |
was thinking about the stories and the people in the Bible and thought, I'm going to meet these people one day. That's
pretty cool! So, | want to learn their stories and what took place as best | can, Maybe it's because I'm clder now, but today
| have a better understanding of what I'm reading. it's exciting to réad and learn in depth what the Bible has to say to me,
and for me.

I don't know what God's purpose or plan is for me yet, but | know He has one. I've been told many times in the past, by
Chnstians at church and others that I've encountered, that God i going © use me in g ways. Pm pratty sure it won't be
for my writing skills though ;)) I've often wondered if those people tell everyone that OR was God telling me that through
them? Either way, I'm pretty sure it's NOT satan telling me to help spread the Word. | feel | need to leam more first, but
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thien | feel | hear you telling me, "You have your testimony and that's powerfull When people see and hear of your true
conversion, that's what makes a greater impact to them than just quoting a bunch of Bible versas.” | know that as | get
more of the Word rooted inside of my heart THAT'S what will help me fight off the principalities of this world. We both
kncw that they are plentiful, and in many forms, but cannot stand up to the Ward of God|

I'm so grateful for FOOT, you and the Shreomers for (Sirist in my life. | want to, and | know that | need to, continue to be
around like-minded people, real people who are down for the real stuffl It fills me nside to know that | am now a Christian
and know that | have joined the body of Christ and the Shwrwmers for (firtel family! And as you have stated, "We are family
now.” | S0 appreciate your encouragement and want to be an encouragament as it states hera in Hebvews 10:23-25, "Let
s hold tightly withowr wavering o the hope we affirm, for God can be rrusted o keep His promise. Lat us think
of ways fo motivate one another fo acts of love and good works. And let us not neglect our meeting together, as
some people do, but encourage ong another, especially now that the day of His return is drawing near.”

Thank You Jesus for never letting go of me. Today, as I've let go of the wheel, | trust that You will continue to help me let
go of the distrust issues |'ve picked up from man. | WILL confinue to trust You as the Divine God and Lord of my life.

Tithe/Giving
By J.L.

I love God 30 much, and to learn even maore I'm taking courses through American Bible Academy. Today's lesson was on
'giving'. I'd like to share some of it with the Sveremers for (frist family. In Romans 8:28 (KJV) we read, "And we know
that all things work fogether for good to them that love God, to them who are called according to his purpose.”
Mow let’s look al it in the Amplified Version, "And we know [fwith great confidence] that God [who is deeply con-
cerned about us] causes all things to work together fas a plan] for good for those who love God, fo those who are
called according to His plan and purpose.” One of the examples of this is the tithe that I've enclosed. In today’s lesson
I learned about the three types of tithes commanded under the Mosaic Law. This also reminded me of the study you had a
while back in the newsletter about tithing. God gave the law to Moses on Mount Sinai, where He made the tithe the
primary principle of giving for the children of Israel. He not only commanded one tithe but seemingly two and even threea.

God gave the command o give a tenth of all the increase of the land each year. This consisted of the grain that grew on
the land, the fruit from the trees and vinas, And this included a tithe of the herds and the flocks. They had a specific tims,
also a counter would take every tenth sheep or goal or cow and turm it aside. The first tenth was o go for the support of
the Levites. This was their inherntance since they never received a land inhearitance when they settled in Canaan. The
seoond lithe was to be used for a sacred meal, to be eaten as an act of worship wherever God instructed. If the [sraelite
Ived too far away from the appointed place for the sacred meal, and couldnt cammy the paricular sacrificefiithe with him he
could convert it into monay and then purchase tha necassary food for that' tithe in Jenusalem. And the third tithe was, at
the end of every three years they brought to the storehouse of the towns - produce for the Levite's, the fatherless, the
widow's and the poor. This tithe was so that they all could come eat and be satisfiad. Through this tithe it was a time for
the Lord to bless the works of their hands. So, to me, | see these current times with the same type of importance on God's
scale,

Man's relationship o his money and his god becomes clear in the light of these two basic principles. God’s ownership of
all things and man's stewardship of the things God has given to him. The truth and reality, yes reality, is we own nothing!
I'm also learning that many Christians conceive of their money as belonging o them exclusively, and if they so choose,
they MAY give God some. However, the reverse is tha truth. It all belongs to God and He permits man to use part of it for
himnself. This has helped me o understand and change my own personal perspective and attitude about God's money.
Today, | see that 10% helps the church and it's costs, It helps the people come together in thanks and honor to God
through a meal - togethermess as a body. And it helps the needy and the lost.

For those of you that may not have a Bible, let me share Luke 72:22-32 wilh vou. Remember this is Jesus speaking.

*Then He sald to His disciples, i [ sy ey, el o e st e 1, walee v 0T aeeg e sl

rheflradSwiatyaubaifan oY ifelistimorelr hanifo oo e elbnaydisirioceitha e tot o g Een s 10 e i elnaye s
continued on page 171...
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Soots Jdible Study
Jeremiah 33:1-36:32

The people of Israel had a hard time keeping
Gaod, but back in their homes and at waork
God, make sure you keep your promi

) mlsﬂﬂ to God. In the Temple, they would solemnly promise to obey
yithGod expressed His great displeasure. If you want to please
5 kept, not just piously made. (34:15-16)

Today many people try to put God's
reject God's Word, but they cannol das

1 Timothy 4:1-5:25
Christ is the Savior for all, but His salvation becomes effective o _tw e SR Nust Him. (4:10)

Timothy was a young master. It would have b ider Ch ng lollock down on him because of his youth. He
has to earn the respect of his elders by setting i 8 speech, life, love, faith and purity. Regardless of your
age, God can use you. Whether you ane y Boe.as a handicap. Live so others can see Christ
in you. (4:12) . / e

Almost everybody has relatives, fam

person who neglects his or her family responsibilitie
those included in your family circle? (5.8

ps are so i_'i'lﬁnrtanl in God’s eyes. Paul says thal a
. Are you doing vour part to maet the needs of

Psalm 89:1-37

In the courts of heaven, a host of angels praise the Lord, This scena is o
beyond compare. His powar and purity place him high above nature and\an
Hebrews 12:22 for more about angels. (89:5)

All that God promises, He fulfills. He will not take back even one word of “'" B 5ays. God can also be trusted to save
us as He promised He would. Read Hebrews 6:13-18. God is completelyréliable. (89:34-37)

B of majasty and grandaur to show that God is
pls. See Deuteronomy 33:2, Luke 2:13 and

Proverbs 25:23-27
You're better off living alona than with a contentious mate who will cal.ﬁﬂ.wl.l cenflict at every comer. (25:24)

To compromise with the wicked, means setting aside your standards of right and wrong. No one is helped by somaona
who compromises with the wicked. [25:26)

Dwelling on the honors you deserve can only be harmful
you the rewards that you think should be yours. Pining
faction of knowing you did your best. (25:27)

=

ggﬁ-;a you hmar discouraged, or angry. And it will not bring
should have received may make you miss the satis-
at you

i b
= Foot™ Notes
Hey ya'lll! Just checkin' up on ya
myself included. As men and
“amazing™ Christians when we all she
expected but the thing is in my cpin
Circle K, Walmart, zoo, or doctor, because
exactly how we're going to fulfill the miss
out when you step out of church. Going ba

Love to ya'll short and tall ... Vaya con Dios

his time around I'm thinking about our behavior,
‘evident that for the most part we're all

tudies or "Christian functions”. Which is

> as the Christian that we are at work, school,
aith around others who do not know Jesus is

dom forward. Basically quit slippin® 180 degrees

were instead of what you proclaim to be.

aster than your angels can fly!
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Brokenhearted? The Lord Is Close
By Rick Warren

“The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” - Psalm 34:718 (NIV)

We've all had our hearts broken in some way, maybe by disappoiniment, fear, shame, rejection, or ridicule. | say to you,
as your friend, I'm sorry, | really am. | care about the hurt you have gone through, and God cares about it oo, He hurts
with you.

What was God doing when you were waeping? He was weeping too. In fact, it is in your pain thal God is closest to you,
whether or not you realize it

The Bible says in Psalm 34:18, “The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in
spirit™ (NIV). How does he do that? He saves you by giving you a heart transplant. It's His specialty, in fact.

It's as if God says, "For the heart that’s guilty, I'll give you a heart that's forgiven. For the hear that's resentful, I'll give you
a heart that's full of peace. For the heart that's anxious, 'l give you a hiearn that's confident. For the hear that's lonehy, 1
give you a haart full of love, The haart that has been bitter and angry? Il give you a heart that is forgiving, lowving, and
generous instead. Let me do a heart transplant in you. | will sat you frea.”

Why do you need freedom? Because, without Chrisl, you're enslaved. You're a slave lo the expeclations of other people.
You're a slave o past memarnies. You're a slave to future fears. You're a slave to current pressure. You're a slave to the
opinions of society, and on and on and on,

But all you have to do is opan your heart to Jesus Christ and give Him all of it. Like David in Psalm 779:32, you can say to
God, " run in the path of your commands, for you have broadened my understanding.” (NIV).

Your heart may have been broken, but it doesn’t have to stay that way. Decide today 1o stop limiting God! He wants to do
50 much with your life—mare than you can even imagine. Open your heart to God, and let him transplant your heart for
his cwvr,

Talk it Ower
When have you felt closest to God? What were the dircumstances surrounding those times?

Have there been imes when you haven't felt God’s presence, even when you know he’s there? Why do you think that
happened?

In what ways have you been limiting God? What has baen the effect?

Update
By Robert Hall

To all the Swromers for Sfrist everywhere, well, I'm home. | got an early release and life sure is a bit different now. The
world has changed.

Okay, so | am al New Freedom. This place is beyond amazing! The stafl here are so pro active. The food here is amazing.
The beds, the rooms, | could go on and on. A buddy | was down with told me about this place a year or 50 bafore my
unexpected early release. He put me in contact with Denise McDonald and then | stared to get the Mew Freedom news-
letters, | did their Peer Mentor Modules over this time.

Denise always kepl in touch and hand wrote every letter 1o me. | did not realize that her husband, Joe McDonald, was one
of the founding members, Jog and | are old friends, we used to do taco Tuesday, big book studies at his house, Tums out
Denise and | have been in the Ay, both in Germany and in the same place at the same time. Opposite ends of the
building, different units. So the connection with these people here and this place, just adds up.

God is amazing! He set out my course and | followed His lead. If you are eligible for any Senate Bill or need a good safe
place to go "Welcome Home" to G.C.H.H/ New Freedom. I'm on a good course and a good journey. When my Jennifer
comes home, it will all be complete. God bless all of my brothers and sisters still doing time, God has a plan for you, just
listen for His voice to lead you. In Jesus name!

Ohercomers for (Sfirist P.0. Box 42023 Phoenix, Arizona 85050

Poug » (602472-8741 o OC4Cphy@gmail.com



ACROSS

1 Blessed are the __

5 Metnc linear wnit

10 Joke

13 Opposed

14 Book by Homer

15 Opinion sampler

16 College haad

17 After that

18 Mimbus

19 Obtained

21 Khaki (2 wds.)

23 Take 1o court

26 Be sick

28 Soldarity

28 Communication device
32 Eye infacton

33 One of Columbus’ ships
24 Rationale

36 Sky light

a7 Authoritative list of scripture
38 Word meaning father
42 For God so loved the __
4.3 Window part

44 Adam's son

46 Young

48 Stamp

51 Miles par hour

52 Cook with oil

23 Peraining to dorm rules
57 Change hue

59 Tides

B0 Last letter of Greek alphabet
62 River sediment

66 He built the ark

&7 Intended

68 Fresh

G3 Put an

T0 Empower

71 Do __ others

DOWN

1 Sore

2 Compass point

3 Airport abbr.

4 __ James Version

5 Snapple's compeliton

& Samuel's mentor

T Dye

& Biblical word for You idiot!
2 Adam and Eve's garden
10 Soccer position

11 Dispense

12 Give _ to God

15 Bogus

20 Rowing device

22 Severs

23 Transgressions

24 Piece

25 Bunsan bumear

27 Rounded part

30 Hearing part

FF

31 Brave

a2 Transgression

35 City destroyed by fire
37 Cheal

38 Tree

39 Punch

40 Smudge

41 Meamber of an alliancs
42 Clean off

44 Gifi consecrated to God
45 Mennonite

47T Make current

48 Scriptural your

48 Use money

20 Mot allowed

54 Very large book

55 Last word of a prayer
56 Heavy metal

58 Twin brother of Jacob
B1 Afmcan antalope

B3 Mo room for them in the
&4 Permit

65 Dua

Shercomers for (Shrist ®.0. Box 42023 Phoenix, Arizona 85080
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From the Inside Tithe/Giving By J.L. ...continued from page T
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[EitEEsE D mites pEer Yo Mgt ™ As believers we can see here, we're encouraged not 1o worry, Instéad, we see hera
in verse 31 we are encourapged, “ai? sl fim SEtne e S, sl sl i D Sl o e o e, s
the opposite of the world™s philosophy, which tells us to rely on oursalves or ather pe?n for our security.

Knowing all that we have already belongs to Him, let's be willing to giveback to the. Father of whatever He has given us.
So | guess if there would be any question e Id be, Are you willing p{f'e God, seck His kingdom and rest in,
"The peace of God, which surpasses all standing, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”
(Philippians 4:17)? i i o
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Reveal ...AND ABRAHAM WENT FORTH

. _ . INTO THE LAND OF CANINE
Sh.'ne glory shine, Spif he Lord

Help us fo be {:pen
Forgetting what's been’ :'

Rebirth us into
Radiate
Make our aclions a mirror of Your goodness
Lord Jesus our armor, wa live for You
Strong tower our hearts into knockow! perfection
Enlighten our minds fo reason like You
Eridle our tongues with holy conversion
Strengthen us for the slim path thal's true

Bring down the walls of demonic elations
Open closed ears for Your Haly Word
Talen! us bold for Your sanctification
Enlighten lost eyes, let them not be blurred
Reflect Your grace in our every action
Help us tolove the uniovable foo
Channel through us, waves of forgiveness
Magnify fo all our love for You

Let not our anger have domination
Lord bend that stiff necked 1°
Burden our fash to yedd to Your Spint
Embolden our speech, lef us nof be shy
Flower our souls with hilarious giving
COpen closed doars, self the captives free
Uproot the barmers that feed segregation
Pour out Your Spirt 50 aif may seel

}/ ATTENTI'DH ATTENTION
I:IEHQ mn-una' We have been working

Editor's Note ATTENTIO

‘vgm'nu:k Ministries, Charis Bible College,
iinu_jim are currently incarcer.

Inmate Bible Study (IBS by mail) \\T\
< f___. apm‘nrﬁ‘ This is FREE of M E w"Hn.m write “-":‘-H. il wp wu' [
T-:- aﬁuﬁxlnaﬁa materials in either English n ym simply nesad to write: And - P.O.

Box 3333 Colorado Springs, CO BW and hugn to grow even deeper in yo rr;ah'l:inrrshlp Mm\ﬂm Lord. Get
started today, your walk will never be the samel | 1
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Living Word Bible Church Locations

Mesa - 3520 E. Brown Rd, Mesa, AZ 85213 Ahwatukee - 14647 5, 50th St #185 Phoenix, AZ 83044
Scottsdale - 5551 E. Anderson Dr, #105 Scotisdale, AZ 85255  Gilbert - 202 5. Gilbent Rd, Gilbert, AZ 85206

e _#_i,h'-l."'l - e —

Ministry Tithes & Offerings
Here is how you can give to the (Swecomers for (Sfrist ministry:

By check or money order - Make checks payable to Living Word Bible Church and in the meme section put "For Overcamers for
Christ”, Mail your check or money order 1o PO Box 42023, Phoenix, Arizona 85080

Your giving does qualify as a charitable contribution on your taxes, For donations of less than $250, your cancelled check is sulfi-
cient prool for taxes. For donations of 5250 or more, you will receive a contribution statement from the organization, IT you have
any questions, please call or write Wade Anderson.

Help us be beller stewards by sending your change of address wihen you move 1o help reduce unnecessary waste and expense

EDITORIAL Wade “Duck” Anderson, Michelle Anderson ART & DESIGN John Dobbins PRINTING Living Word Bible Church
hercemers for (3 frist @ Minisiry of Living Word Bible Church
wiwhw ivingwordonling.org jasonlvingword@gmail.com
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