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This will be the LAST Beacon that will be mailed. Future Beacons will be
available in the Narthex, on our website or by email. If you wish to receive a mailed
or emailed copy you must contact the office at 218-384-4501 or by email at
bethesda55718@msn.com.

Sometimes, just attempting
to do something new or
different is a win. That’s what
I’ve been thinking about this Bible
in 90 Days challenge so far this
summer. Some in our group have
stuck with it, daily reading the
prescribed sections -- even on
vacations! Others have come in
late and picked up where we were at.
And others have found it difficult to
keep on track.
Thankfully there is grace in all of those
situations! Even if you started off
strong and got through
the first five books of the Bible,
you’ve still read five more books than
you would have otherwise
-- and that’s a win!
I have even been behind myself
sometimes. I sometimes had to just
pick up on the right day and read what
I had skipped later on. And this
process got me thinking not just about
reading the Bible, but our faith
journeys in general. There may be
times when you feel like
you’re not catching up with where you
THINK you should be at. Maybe you
feel like other people are further along
in their faith journey than you are.
You’ve taken a break, say for the
summer, from worship attendance and
staying connected with in fellowship,
and you feel like giving up rather than
trying to get back on track.
My advice for you is just to get
right back into the groove. Pick up
where you think you should be and roll

with it! Sure, you may need to go back
and catch up a little bit so you feel
more fully aware of what is happening
in our community of faith, but don’t let
that keep you from making the
decision to come back and get
involved! September is of course a
great time to do that. If you have kids,
it will be easier knowing they have
faith formation classes to attend. If
you’re an adult who has enjoyed what
summer has to offer and have missed
worship on the weekend, try and make
it a priority to be in fellowship with
others.
Fall weather still keeps folks
outside as well on the weekends, but
beginning September 5th our
Wednesday worship services will be
back in action. Our service is usually
about 40 minutes, and you can easily
come for fellowship and worship
during the week so you don’t have to
miss out on your weekend activities
while the weather is still enjoyable. It’s
never too late to make the choice to try
things out again -- the vocation of our
lives can keep us stretched in all
different directions, but the choice we
have to make is prioritizing our
discipleship journey
together.
We’ve FINALLY reached the New
Testament in our 90 day journey, by
the time you read this we’ll almost be
done reading the entire Bible. It has
been a challenge, but I have
thoroughly enjoyed the conversations
and insights that have been brought up

through the summer. Feel free to start
the challenge yourselves; remember,
there’s never “too late” for
discipleship with God!

October Beacon Deadline is
September 15th. Please have all
submissions into the office on this
date. The Beacon crew will be
assembling the newsletter on
September 26th.

Financial Update
Year-to-date ending 07/31/2018

Envelope giving
Non-pledged income
TOTAL INCOME
Salaries/Compensation
General Office Expenses
Utilities
Other Expenses
Benevolence Expenses
Evangelism Expenses
Property Expenses
Social Ministry
Stewardship Expenses
Worship Expenses
CYFM Expenses
TOTAL EXPENSES
Net Income

Actual
Budget
$62,657.52
$71,166.69
($9,214.57)
($9,200.56)
$30,035.54
$35,800.25
$55,086.31
$54,540.46
$5,559.89
$6,028.75
$7,305.61
$6,253.31
$2,282.80
$2,654.19
$5,012.60
$5,693.31
$80.00
$0.00
$1,128.45
$1,575.00
$165.00
$204.19
$50.00
$100.00
$643.34
$1,283.31
$985.93
$2,500.49
$78,299.93
$80,833.01
($48,264.39) ($45,032.76)

Over/(Under)
Budget
($8,509.17)
($14.01)
($5,764.71)
$545.85
($468.86)
$1,052.30
($371.39)
($680.71)
$80.00
($446.55)
($39.19)
($50.00)
($639.97)
($1,514.56)
($2,533.08)
($3,231.63)

Non-pledged income includes Loose offering, Special
Services, Meatball supper, Sunday School, Interest Income, etc.
Memorial money is not included in any of the figures above.

Bethesda Staff
Office 218-384-4501
Mary Fiel, Pastor 507-525-3909
prmaryfiel@gmail.com
Bobbie McCorison, Secretary
Stacy Colich, Treasurer 218-393-7775
stacycolich@yahoo.com
Nita Davis, Bookkeeper/Accountant
515-890-1235
Nita@davisbooksandtax.com
Alice Kloepfer, Custodian
Cathy Dale, Accompanist
Bethesda Evangelical Lutheran Church
204 5th St – PO Box 210
Carlton MN 55718
Email: bethesda55718@msn.com
Website: www.bethesdacarlton.org
Synod’s Site: www.nemnsynod.org

2018 Members of Bethesda
Church Council
*President – Lynn Beatty
*Vice President –Jason Goad
*Secretary - Linda Newlon
*Stacy Colich, Treasurer
Beth Leseman
Dave Beatty
Ryan Swanson
Nevada McCorison
Deb Davis
Jane Joki
Teresa Solomon
Frank Curtiss
*If you have items that you wish to be addressed by
council, contact a member of the Executive Committee,
who sets the council agenda. The Executive Committee
consists of these officers. They also serve as the
Personnel Committee. You can keep up to date with
church business by viewing the Council Meeting Minutes
which are posted on the bulletin board outside the
church office or view them on our website

Bethesda Highway Clean Up will take
place on Tuesday October 2nd. We will
meet at Bethesda at 9 a.m. Looking for
volunteers of all ages. Come rain or
shine! Any Questions Contact Mary
Saarela at
218-384-4412.

Thank you to Sue & Terry Coady for
donating the money to upgrade our
very outdated phone system. We are so
grateful for your generosity!

Crocheted Mats for the Homeless
If you are interested in learning how to
make bedding mats for the homeless in
the Duluth/Cloquet area, to be
distributed through the Chum Center in
Duluth, I will be available to explain
the process during coffee time on
Sunday September 9th. This is a
project that anyone and everyone can
help with...we need clean plastic
shopping bags collected, bags
flattened, bags cut into strips, plarn
(plastic yarn) balls made and of course
people to crochet the mats. My phone
number is
218-343-3881 if you have questions,
Maureen (Johnson) Singleton.

September 23rd after worship.
“God’s Work Our Hands” Sunday
is an opportunity to celebrate who we
are as the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America — one church,
freed in Christ to serve and love our
neighbor. In September, the nearly
10,000 congregations of this church
gather to serve communities in ways
that share the love of God with all of
God’s people.
In Cloquet, we have partnered with
local churches of multiple
denominations to provide a community
day of service to help those in need in
our community. This year Zion will
partner with Our Savior’s, Queen of
Peace, Our Redeemer, Good Hope,
Bethesda and Northwoods United
Methodist in Esko to work together at
this exciting event! Last year we had
250+ volunteers! There are service
opportunities doing yard work and
painting. We also have a work station
set up in the Social Hall at Zion
assembling various care kits to be
distributed throughout our community
and other areas of the world through
Lutheran World Relief.
Worship will be held at each location
before heading out for your chosen
service project.
Lunch will be served at Our Saviors
Lutheran Church from 11- 2:30 pm
in the Fellowship Hall.

You work every day to love your
neighbors and make your community a
better place. Now let’s do it together!
Bethesda participants will meet in our
Fellowship Hall after worship for a
photo then head out for our projects
around 10:30.
NOTE: Those not able to work on
outdoor projects will stay at Zion to
work on various projects.
Below & on the following page is a list
of materials needed for projects. How
you can help: Simply drop off your
donations at Bethesda Lutheran
Church. There will be donation boxes
located in the Fellowship Hall along
with a listing of supplies needed.
Sundresses and shorts for Haiti
Mission:
Colorful pillowcases (new or gently
used) can be donated and will be sewn
into sundresses for children
New or gently used T-shirts can be
donated and will be sewn into shorts
for children
Lutheran World Relief: Baby Care
Kits:
Bath size 8- 9 oz. any brand bar soap
in original wrapping
Lightweight cotton T-shirts (onesies
can be cut to make T-shirts)
Long or short sleeved gowns or
sleepers
52” sq. med weight cotton or flannel
blankets

dark colored hand towels lightweight
Diaper pins or large safety pins
Lutheran World Relief: Personal
Care Kits:
Sturdy combs, dark bath towels
Metal nail clippers
Adult tooth brushes in original
packaging
8-9 oz. bar soap, any brand in original
packaging
Light weight 20”x40” or 52”x27”
Ditty Bags
Razors
Sturdy combs
Travel size shampoo, conditioner and
lotion
Sewing kits
Soap - full size
Adult tooth brush, Toothpaste
Medium or small note book
Lutheran Work Relief – School Kits:
Unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers
2 ½” erasers
16 or 24 count crayons
Pencil sharpener -metal type
Blunt scissors
30 centimeter rulers or ruler with
centimeters on one side and inches on
the other side
70 sheet notebooks wide or college
ruled (no loose-leaf paper)
14”X17” drawstring cloth backpackwith shoulder straps NO standard
backpacks)
Lap Blankets:
Fleece- will be made into lap blankets.

Monies/checks donated- Please make
checks payable to Zion Lutheran
Church and give to Debby
Please contact Debby Johnson
(h)384-3360 with any questions
Thank You.

Member News
Celebrating September
Baptismal Birthdays
Leif Herman, Amanda
Dewitt, Cory Saarela, Liam Antilla,
Tasia Beatty, Elijah Theisen, Donald
Lokken, Alexis Carpenter, Linda
Bong, Spencer Rousseau,
Michael Clark, Danielle Davis,
Christine Erickson, Jay Anderson,
Chase Martin, Ron Peterson, Debbie
Davis, Walter Anderson, Joel
Soukkala, John Foss, Kaden Olesen,
Duane Soukkala, Tim Beatty, Harper
Ostby, Matthew Ostby, Ethan Krone,
Quinn Peterson, Rowan Rockenstein,
Annabelle Soukkala, Marilyn Estrem,
Tony Solomon, Faith Solomon, Joseph
Solomon, Lucas Solomon, Teresa
Solomon, Aiden Theisen & Laura
Castle.

Our sympathy & prayers to the
Families of Dorothy Johnson, Velda
Ableiter, & Rosalie Wiggins. God
gives us hope and strength in the
promise of the resurrection in Christ.

Update from Deacon Candidate
Colleen Bernu
Happy fall, my family in Christ at
Bethesda! As we transition into this
fall season, I find myself reflecting on
the profound beauty and immense
complexity of creation. There is an
amazing interconnectedness among
creation. Not long ago, before people
understood this interconnectedness, it
was not uncommon to introduce new
species to environments. Sport fish,
ornamental plants, wild game, even
insects were carried by settlers to new
areas in an effort to bring a little piece
of their old home to their new
location. These new introductions to
the ecosystem were not always good
fits and many are now included on
today’s invasive species lists. As a
result, we know better today than to
randomly introduce new species to a
location without careful study. We
have a better understanding of
ecosystems, and we are growing to
further understand the
interconnectedness of creation day by
day. An interconnectedness that
includes humans.
As we kicked off summer, Our
Savior’s Sunday School led the
congregation in Special Music by
teaching the Hippo Song (this was a
camp song taught to Bethesda’s kids
by Vicar Pete Warren when he served
internship). One line of this song is
“God’s fingerprints are everywhere
just to show how much God

cares.” This suits the image of God
the potter well in my mind. I imagine
a piece of pottery that includes fine
grooves created by the potter’s nimble
hands and if we look carefully we can
actually see the soft, gentle curves of
fingerprints pressed lightly into the
clay. God is the potter; creation is the
clay. Each natural thing on this planet
has God's fingerprints gently pressed
into it's being. If we look carefully, we
can see God reflected though each part
of creation. God did not desire God's
creative work to be displayed in
isolation as if the world were some sort
of huge art gallery. Instead, God, our
Creator…God, the Creator of all
things, created the world to be
interconnected because God is a
relational God. Relationships with
each other matter. Loving the world
matters. Sharing love with the world
matters.
As Our Savior’s mission teams
continue to reach out to people in their
West Duluth neighborhood, and as the
Our Savior’s congregation enters into
an era of providing the community
with a free breakfast each month, and
Bethesda, likewise, lives in to its call
to ministry, may we as Christ’s
disciples never lose sight of our
interconnectedness with each other and
with the world. May we always
remember that God desires
relationship with us so much that God
walked among us in Jesus and lives
within us in the Spirit. May we grow
to see service as walking and living

humbly among all creation,
interconnected, because we, like God,
desire relationship for relationship’s
sake.
Peace and God’s blessings to each of
you,
Colleen Bernu, Deacon candidate
serving internship at Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church in Duluth, MN

Be a part of Bringing A
Solar Solution to Curran Hospital
Thursday September 20th * 6-8:30pm
Hoops Brewing, 325 S Lake Ave.
Duluth
Join us for an evening of charitable
giving to bring a solar microgrid
solution to Curran Hospital in
Zorzor, Liberia
This hospital has 124 beds, outpatient
services, a school of nursing and 23
rural community health centers and
referral clinics. The hospital is
currently run on expensive, unreliable
diesel generators and is only able to
run for 12 hours each day. Solar power
presents an opportunity for a more
reliable, 24 hr. energy supply for better
healthcare outcomes. RREAL and the
Women of the ELCA are working
together to raise $750,000 by October
31st to complete this empowering
project in the Spring of 2019.
Evening Program Preview
 Music by Medina & Brothers
 The Curran Hospital story and
speakers from around the world.

 Beer, good company, and light
food
 Live Auction featuring charter
fishing on Lake Superior,
wooden chainsaw carving,
custom quilt and more
 Silent Auction featuring Guthrie
Theater tickets, Bulldog game
tickets, solar oven, themed
baskets and more.

Social Ministry
Social Ministry will be
hosting coffee in support of
Welcome Home Ranch on September
16th.

Please remember to
donate to the Food
Shelf
Our local food shelf is at the Salvation
Army on Carlton Ave. in Cloquet. The
collection box has been moved from
the entryway to under the mailboxes.
Please check the expiration dates on
the non-perishable food items you are
donating. Thank you.

WELCA
There will be a WELCA meeting on
Sunday Sept 16th, following worship to
plan this year’s Bazaar.

2018 Fall WELCA Kettle River
Conference
October 13th, 9-noon
Our Redeemer Lutheran Pine City
A brunch will be served after Pastor
Fred’s Bible study on harvest and
climate. Then we will circulate
between four hands-on stationsassembling food in backpacks for
school kids, tying quilts with Our
Redeemer Lutheran church quilters,
assembling school kits for Lutheran
World Relief and carving a pumpkin
with each step focus on a Bible verse.
We will be encouraging our women to
bring their children, as each station is
something kids can do. It will be a bit
different from some of our previous
gathering, and with children there it
might be a bit raucous, but it should be
a great vibrant morning.

Children, Youth, Family & Ed.
The Blessing bags for those
in need can be found in the
Narthex area of the church.
The bags are marked male or
female. Keep a few in your car so
when you encounter someone who
looks in need you can offer them a
bag. Blessing bags are gallon size
baggies that contain snacks, toiletries
and other basic needs that people who
are homeless may find useful.

It’s Great to be Alive in God’s
Northwoods!
2018 Day Camp - A HUGE
SUCCESS…. Our Tri parish Day
Camp with Zion and Our Saviors
Lutheran churches was held Aug 6-11
at Zion Church. The Voyageur
Lutheran ministry staff of 4, with the
help our youth - Noah, Tony, Joey,
Haley and Gram from Zion, and
many adult volunteers, enjoyed
sharing their love of God with the 48
Day Campers. The day began with
Worship and song followed by
learning time, crafts, outdoor time.
Wednesday’s community picnic was
attended by 77 family and community
folks. The meal was followed by the
councilors and campers leading us in
song and prayer. Thursday the
campers walked over to Evergreen
Knoll and shared their love of God
through song. Fridays Program shared
the week-long lessons and songs of the
week. Thank you for your prayers,
donations and support.
Marked your calendar - DAY CAMP
2019 will be August 5-9

Upcoming : Mark your Calendars
Middle School Gathering at Cragun's
Resort, Brainerd.
November 16-17 or November 17-18
2018
Grades 6-9

The speaker will be Dave Scherer, also
known as AGAPE with focus on "The
Sacraments."
The Middle School Gathering brings
together nearly 1000 youth and adults
from across our synod to grow in faith
and build new friendships, while
digging into confirmation teachings in
a unique way!
In the next few months, our youth in
grades 6-9 will be receiving further
information.
ELCA Youth Gathering to be held
in Minneapolis June 29-July 3, 2021.
Update from 2018 Gathering: From
June 27 to July 1, more than 30,000
youth and adult leaders met in Houston
for the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering.
Through days spent in interactive
learning, worship, Bible study, service
and fellowship, young people grew in
faith and were challenged and inspired
to live their faith in their daily lives.

Upcoming VLM Events:
Fall Work Day
Help us put camp to bed!
We’re going to need your
help at the end of another exciting faith
filled summer! Join us for Fall Work
Day on September 22nd at Camp
Vermillion! Work day will be from
9am-1pm and include lunch.

On the next pages are Thank you’s sent to Bethesda from a couple of our youth that
attended summer camp.

Faith on the Go

Pray
Jesus, the Holy One of God, you have
the words of eternal life. You fill us
with good things to nourish our bodies,
our minds and our spirits. We thank
you for your abundant love and
blessings in our lives. We pray for
all who are oppressed, ostracized and
on the margins. May we live our
lives to serve our brothers and sisters
so that we may be one people of
God. Amen.
Connect
What was difficult today? What was
life‐giving today?
Where did you see God at work in the
world today?
Bible
John 6:56‐69 ‐
The words of eternal life
Chat
Day 1
John 6:56‐59
The reading notes that Jesus was
saying these things at a synagogue.
Why do you think that is important?
What do you think it meant for the
people listening?

Day 2
John 6:60‐62
What do you think was offensive to the
disciples? Do you think that these
teachings are easier for us because of
what we know about Jesus?
Day 3
John 6:63
Jesus talks openly about the spirit
giving life. What gives you life today?
Day 4
John 6:64‐65
Has there been a time in your life
when it was difficult to believe the
Gospel? What helped you believe?
Day 5
John 6:66‐69
Where do you turn for comfort? For
wisdom? For understanding? How
central is your faith to your own
wellbeing?
Bless
Jesus said, I am the bread of life. You
will never be hungry or thirsty in
my love.

September Volunteers
9:00
Greeters
2. Dave & Lynn Beatty
9. Debby Johnson
16. Paul Carpenter
23. Sharon Bragge
30. Mary Saarela
Ushers
2. Paul Carpenter & Debby Johnson
9. Dave & Lynn Beatty
16. Sharon Bragge & Des Holm
23. Mary Saarela & Pat Durkee
30. John & Jude Holden
Lay Readers
2. Linda Newlon
9. Renae House
16. Wendy Mitchell
23. Jackie Curtiss
30. Linda Newlon
Communion Assistants
2. Renae House & Nixon Mitchell
9. Janice Dahl & Linda Newlon
16. Frank & Jackie Curtiss
23. Dave & Lynn Beatty
30. Sharon Bragge & Mary Saarela

Acolytes
2. Jaiden Soukkala
9. Nixon Mitchell
16. Anna Bong
23. Annabelle Soukkala
30. Lucas Radtke
Communion Prep & Clean
2. Renee Kesty (P & C)
9. Ryan Swanson (P) Beth Leseman (C)
16. Sharon Bragge (P & C)
23. Frank & Jackie Curtiss (P & C)
30. Linda Newlon (P & C)

Counters
2. Bethany Leseman & Janice Dahl
9. Dawn Soukkala & Gene Bryant
16. Lorna Bryant & Julie Wagman
23. Gladys Sievert & Chris Mitchell
30. Mary Saarela & Jane Joki

October Volunteers
9:00
Greeters
7. Craig & Desi Holm
14. Pat & Marv Durkee
21. Anna Bong
28. Tricia Hackensmith
Ushers
7. Jon Kolb & Ryan Swanson
14. Ginny Korte-Castle & Lew Castle
21. JoAnn Gustafson & Debby Johnson
28. Paula & Noah Olsen
Lay Readers
7. Paul Carpenter
14. Pat Durkee
21. Stacy Colich
28. Bethany Leseman

Communion Assistants
7. John & Jude Holden
14. Bethany Leseman & Stacy Colich
21. Duane & Dawn Soukkala
28. Pat Durkee & JoAnn Gustafson

Acolytes
7. Nixon Mitchell
14. Anna Bong
21. Annabelle Soukkala
28. Lucas Radtke

Communion Prep & Clean
7. Sharon Bragge (P & C)
14. Pat Durkee (P & C)
21. Mary Saarela (P & C)
28. Ryan Swanson (P)
Bethany Leseman (C)

Counters
7. Janice Dahl & Mary Saarela
14. Jane Joki & Bethany Leseman
21. Lynn Beatty & Chris Mitchell
28. Linda Newlon
Coffee Servers
7. Jenny’s Group
14. Social Ministry
21. Beth’s Group
28. Jeannette’s Group

September 2018
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT
1

2
9am
Worship
Sunday Story Time
10:15am
Coffee/ Fellowship
2pm
Parking Lot in Use
~ Oldenburg House

3
Labor Day

4

7:00pm
Al-Anon
Meeting

5

6

7

8

5:30pm
Community
Meal
Mentor
Orientation
6pm
Faith Formation
6:30pm
Worship

1pm
Jam Group
3:30pm
Children,
Youth, & Ed.
Meeting

11am
Men's Bible
Study

2pm
Parking Lot in
Use ~
Oldenburg
House

13

14

15

11am
Men's Bible
Study

Beacon
Deadline

22

9

10

11

12

9am
Worship
Blessing of Faith
Formation Leaders
& Mentors
Sunday Story Time
10:15am
Coffee/ Fellowship
Mentor Orientation

7:00pm
Al-Anon
Meeting

Kettle River
Conference
4pm
Worship
Committee
Meeting
5:30
Women’s Bible
Study

5:30pm
Community
Meal
Confirmation
Grades 6-9
6pm
Faith Formation
6:30pm
Worship

16

17

18

19

20

21

Social Ministry ~
Welcome Home
Ranch
9am
Worship
3rd Graders Receive
Bibles
10:15am Coffee/
Fellowship

7:00pm
Al-Anon
Meeting

5:30pm
Community Meal
Confirmation
Grades 6-9
3rd Grade
Discover your
Bibles
6pm
Faith Formation
6:30pm
Worship

1pm
Jam Group

11am
Men's Bible
Study

23

24

26

27

28

God’s Work Our
Hands
9am
Worship
10:15am
Coffee/ Fellowship

30
9am
Worship
10:15am
Coffee/ Fellowship

7:00pm
Al-Anon
Meeting

25

Beacon Crew
5:30pm
Community Meal
Confirmation
Grades 6-9
3rd Grade
Discover your
Bibles
6pm
Faith Formation
6:30pm
Worship

11am
Men's Bible
Study

29

