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PASTORAL CARE & YOU

As Christians we all seek to deepen our relationship with God. We do this through a variety of ways:
prayer, worship, service to others, giving alms and participating in community events. These are all excellent activities that help us live into our faith, but there is still one other area that is often overlooked.
I would like to invite YOU to think about making pastoral care one of the top priorities in your spiritual
growth category. Now you may be wondering, what is pastoral care and why do I need it in my life?
To begin with the term “pastor” was originally applied to shepherds and their way of life and work
with sheep was described as “pastoral”. Christians adopted this term early on because Jesus described
himself as the Good Shepherd (i.e., pastor) who cares for his flock. In later generations ordained ministers were also called
pastors and the care that they provided to the people in their congregations was labeled “pastoral”.
Today we still use this terminology, but the connotation has shifted. Pastoral care was once understood to include all
the work that a pastor did with and for people, but in recent times this meaning has narrowed. We now think about pastoral
care as the specific ministry to infirmed and homebound people. While it is certainly true that these individuals are included
in pastoral care, the truth is that the definition is much broader.
Pastoral care is perfect for anyone who is experiencing any physical, emotional or spiritual condition that is creating
pain, anxiety, isolation or concern. Whether it is an illness, operation, accident, loss or trauma that keeps you away from
your regular routine, pastoral care is right for you. It doesn’t matter if the duration is a few days or several years, we are
here for you.
Yes, we are proud, independent and self-reliant and most of us do not like to appear vulnerable, weak or not in control.
It is challenging to admit that something is happening in our lives that we cannot fix. It is also true that many of us are
private people and we don’t really want others knowing our personal business. I assure you that your confidentiality will
be respected.
As people of faith we are called over and over again to comfort those who mourn, to feed those who are hungry, to visit
those who are sick, to pray for those in need and to share the body
of Christ with one another. This is not just something we do for
“those” people out there it is what we do for each other. All of us at
some point fit this description.
Engaging in pastoral care is a way for all of us to experience
God’s love in our lives. It helps us to trust and depend on God in
ways that we may not have considered. You may be surprised to
Oct 2, 16 & 30 Morning Prayer 8:30 and 10:30 am
learn, however, that pastoral care here at St. John’s is underutilized.
Oct
2 & 16
Breakfast at 9:30 am
It seems that we Christians are good at taking care of others, but
Oct 9 & 23
Holy Eucharist 8:30 and 10:30
we have a very difficult time asking for any type of assistance for
ourselves.
Tuesday Worship
I invite you to take advantage of our pastoral care ministry. No
Oct 11 & 25
Holy Eucharist at
situation is too great or too small. Please contact the church office
Hope Nursing Center 10:30 am
or myself know and let us know how we may share this good experience of pastoral care and please encourage others to do the
Wednesday Worship
same.

Worship Opportunities
All are Welcome

Sunday Services

Blessings,
Fr. Steve

Oct 5, 12, 19 & 26
Bible Study 10:00 am & 6:30 pm
Holy Eucharist 11:45 am
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A glorious Autumn day helped draw hundreds of residents and friends to our Fall Festival on September 24!
Our fourth annual Fall Festival kicked off with almost
30 crowd pleasing crafters. Our vendors and sponsors generously donated items to our silent auction and ticket raffle. The kitchen staff and grill masters did a great job with
their BBQ chicken, brats, hot dogs and nachos!
Thanks to our generous and talented parishoners, the
bake sale was a sellout and raised nearly $400! CVS was
on hand to administer flu shots. Our children enjoyed the
bounce house, crafts, face painting and games.
Once the craft show and kid’s activities were over,
adults sang and danced to the music provided by Rob &
Max Acoustic, Andy Spisak & the Big City Country Band
and Benny Speer (of Benny and the Jets). Neil Barbu
made sure we had a great sound system and even joined
Benny’s set on the keyboard.
Thanks to all of the committee members, especially
chairperson Sharon Scott, and everyone who contributed,
volunteered and attended! As soon as final numbers are
in, we will share the financial results of this wonderful
event.

St. John’s Episcopal Church Thanks Our
Fall Festival Sponsors & Friends:
Golden Harvest Sponsors
Ken and Sonya Kowalski
Jim and Sande Godbout
Major Sponsors

Michigan Chiropractic Specialists, PC
State Representative Bob Kosowski
Glenn Shaw & Associates

Supporting Sponsors

Men on the Move, Don Nicholson Enterprises
Fireside Bar & Grill, Sign-a-Rama Garden City
Thomas J. Robinson Memorial
Rod Aston, Ted & Sharon Scott, Ken & Jeannie Coyne
John & Joan Harmon, Harold & Joan Smith
Charles Hopps, Fr. Steve Domienik, Alice Kolarov,
Ed & Suzy Parker, Pam & Jeff Brescoe
Gail McDonald

Friends of St. John’s

Veterans Health & Fitness, Norman’s Market,
My Lady’s Florist, Richard LeBlanc, Joni Fuchs,
Mary Vellardita, Mary Ann Ford, Trav Griffin,
Phillip Rossman, Bill Copland, Joan Wegehaupt
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Behind the Scenes of Our Rummage Sale: It’s a Lot of Work!
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Our annual rummage sale took place from Thursday, September 29 – Saturday, October 1st. Thank you to everyone who
donated items and helped to set-up, sell and cleanup! We greatly appreciate all that you do!
All the proceeds from this sale are going to our outreach fund. If you would like to join our Outreach Committee and
participate in the decision-making and distribution of this fund, please contact Fr. Steve.
As Christians we are called to feed the hungry, clothe the naked and take care of the physical
needs of others. We are committed to doing this in our community and the outreach fund
is our way of giving back a portion of what we have. Thank you for your ongoing support!

Daughters of the King New Members Admitted

On Sunday, September 25th the Daughters of the King
admitted three new members to their order at the 10:30
am service. The three inductees are: Claudia Aston,
Christine Brown and Victoria Igwe. Women in this
order seek to expand Christ’s kingdom here on earth
through prayer, service and evangelism. They meet
monthly and promise to pray daily for those in need. If
you would like to learn more about this phenomenal
group of women and what they do, please contact Joan
Harmon.

.....NEWS BRIEFS.....

Diocesan Convention

Our annual diocesan convention will be held on Friday and Saturday, October 21-22 at the Lansing
Center. Our St. John’s delegates, Geoff Smereck,
Ken & Jeannie Coyne will be representing us along
with Fr. Steve. Please pray for our entire diocese as
we gather to worship together as well as discuss
business and vote on important matters of our communal life. There will be a report from our delegates
in the November newsletter.

St.
John’s
Fall
Appreciation
Dinner

Tuesday Rosary &
Eucharist Cancelled

Due to a lack of interest and participation, we are permanently cancelling our
Tuesday rosary and Holy Eucharist
times. We will, however, continue to go
to Hope Nursing Center on the second
and fourth Tuesdays of the month to celebrate Holy Communion with them.
And of course both of our Wednesday
bible study groups will continue.

Our vestry would like to invite
you to a special appreciation
dinner on Friday, November
4th from 6:30 – 8:30 pm. We
want to take time to celebrate
all the wonderful things that
are happening here at St.
John’s. This will be a catered
affair and there will be a special multi media presentation
depicting all of our ministries.
This is our way of saying
“THANK YOU” for all you do
to make St. John’s such a wonderful community for all of us.
You will receive an invitation
in the mail closer to the date,
but we wanted you to mark
your calendar now for this
event. Looking forward to seeing you there!
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Blessing of the Animals on October 23
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Every year we have a blessing for all of our pets on the Sunday closest to October 4, which
is the feast day of St. Francis of Assisi. However, with our new part-time priest status, Fr.
Steve will not be here on the first Sunday of October and the second Sunday is already full
with meetings. So, we are going to transfer our blessing day to SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23.
We are going to do something completely different this year. You are invited to bring
your pets or a picture of your pet at 8:30 or 10:30 that morning and the blessing will be
during the service itself. That’s right, your pet(s) may stay with you during the entire service! Please make sure that dogs are on a leash and that cat’s are in a carrier. All other animals
should be kept in whatever container is appropriate for them. Thank you for being open to
including our pets in our worship. St. Francis would be proud!

REMEMBERING OUR BAPTISM

Our Wednesday bible study group has been focusing on a
six week segment on the ministry of Jesus. Our supplemental text and DVD was from an author named Adam Hamilton. In the first session we discussed the baptism of Jesus
and what our baptisms mean for each of us. Hamilton gave
the example of something that his congregation does to remember their baptism and the ministry they are called to.
They use a pre-printed prayer card that all members are encouraged to place in their showers so every time they bathe
they can say the prayer and remember the waters of their
baptism.
Our group decided that it would be a good idea for all of
us to try this as well, so we made up shower prayer cards
for everyone here to take home and use in the same manner.
These cards may be found on the table when you first walk
into the sanctuary from the hallway. Please pick up a card

FOOD PANTRY OPEN

Oct. 13, 10am-Noon
*Please bring donations in on
Sunday, October 2

OCTOBER EVENTS CALENDAR
WEDNESDAYS: October 5, 12, 19 & 26
Senior Exercise Class 9 am (free will donation)

Oct 2

EVENTS & MEETINGS
Daughters of the King 12 pm

Oct 23

Blessing of the Animals-8:30 & 10:30 am

Oct 9

Oct 29

Altar Guild Breakfast Meeting 9:30 am
Vestry Meeting 12 pm

Trunk or Treat 6:30 pm

the next time you come to
church and place it in your
shower. You may be surprised
at what you experience when
you say this prayer on a regular basis!
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