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A CATASTROPHIC RISK ASSESSMENT TO THE HONEY BEE POPULATIONS AND THE BEEKEEPING INDUSTRY:
Is there a risk; are there conditions or potential problems in the beekeeping industry that put all of
beekeeping in jeopardy? You decide! Bear with me while I lay out some scenarios for you to digest.
The threat/risk to overall honey bee population, colonies/package bee industry/commercial pollination
industry and related. First: Where are the honey bee colonies in the U.S. located?
California: 1,100,000 colonies.
Florida: 245,000 colonies.
Texas: 205,000 colonies.
Idaho: 164,000 colonies.
George: 134,000 colonies.
Ohio, just for perspective: 25,000 colonies.
The total number of colonies in all the United States is Approximately 2.63 million; in all the above
states we have 1,873,000 colonies, that leave’s 727,000 colonies in all the rest of the U.S at any given
time. In February of every year there are approximately 2 million colonies in almond pollination all
congested in a 500 mile by 50 mile stretch through the California Valley. These are not hard numbers
but a reference point and these numbers fluctuate greatly throughout the year and vary from year to
year.
With approximately 2 million colonies choked into one 500 X 50 mile area in the California Valley,
can anything go horribly wrong? This area, Central Valley, produces 8% of the U.S. agricultural output
(Continued on page 4)

LCBA Officers
President:

Denzil St. Clair

440-647-2602

qrcltd@zoominternet.net

Vice President:

Larry Theurer

216-741-3798

larry1724@aol.com

Secretary:

Audrey Gargas

216-534-6195

gargas1@frontier.com

Treasurer:

Gene Gargas

330-273-6308

gargas1@frontier.com

Trustee:

Randy Leiby

440-381-1956

RDLeiby@hotmail.com

Trustee:

Joann Romick

440-366-0444

jromick277@gmail.com

Trustee:

Sheila St. Clair

440-647-2602

qrcltd@zoominternet.net

Video Librarian:

Bill Vittori

440-323-4942

billv99@prodigy.net

Buzzzz Editor:

Mike Yuhas

440-644-0233

buzzzzeditor@gmail.com

Membership Coordinator:

Gene Gargas

330-273-6308

gargas1@frontier.com

Volume 16, Issue 177

Page 3

LCBA original meeting minutes

Continued next month

Page 4
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LCBA 2018 Upcoming Events and News:
All meetings start at 7 pm at Life Church in Grafton unless specified.
Feb 8

Regular LCBA Meeting at 7 pm. Soup Off - Comb Honey Production, Dave Edwards

Feb 26

Our next 100th Anniversary meeting scheduled for Monday, February 25 has
been changed to Tuesday, February 26 at 7 pm

Feb 28

Next Executives Meeting

Mar 8

2018 Beekeepers Reports - Jon Reichel
1st Beginners Beekeepers Classes 7-9 pm

100th Anniversary

The email address to send pictures for the 100th anniversary power point is, buzzzzeditor@gmail.com
In October 2019, the Lorain County Beekeepers Association will be celebrating their 100 th anniversary
with a dinner and auction fundraiser. All proceeds will go towards the association’s building fund.
Would you consider supporting the LCBA with a donation of merchandise, gift certificates, or a service from your business? We are seeking donations for a live auction ($200 value) and for a Chinese
raffle ($25 value). All donors will be listed in a printed program for the October 5, 2019 event. We
anticipate an attendance of 250 people at the dinner. Anyone who makes a $200 donation will have a
½ page ad in our program, free advertisement once a month in our newsletter, LCBA Facebook and
LCBA website for one year. Smaller donations will have their name listed on the donation page.
LCBA is a 501c (3) non-profit organization. Any donation made to LCBA is tax deductible.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact any of our board members.

Jan Raffle

The winner of the 50/50 raffle in January was Brad Shuder

Member Renewals

If you have not renewed by March 1, you will no longer receive the newsletter.

Sell Honey - Fair

If You want to sell honey at the 2019 Lorain County Fair, you must renew your membership by March 1 and attend 4 members meetings before the fair.

February Message - cont.
(Continued from page 2)

@ 4.6 billion. This whole region is in need of a detox because of the decades of continuous agricultural activity and the chemical use that is associated with that activity. Many years of chemical use is even having a negative effect on migrant workers and
local populations as well, according to some reports, is this bad? Is there potential negative fallout for the honey bees as well?
What about an, as yet unknown, honey bee virus or pathogen affecting colonies in this very congested area? What about a
terrorist threat to the American food supply, thousands of colonies can be destroyed in a few hours by a flyover of an insecticide application? Regions of California are prone to fires, mudslides, and earthquakes. A deliberate or accidental seeding of this
area with Tropilaelaps Mercedesas parasite from an unknown source, etc.?
Florida is the next largest honey bee producer with 245,000 colonies of bees. We are told the whole bottom half of Florida is
percolated with Africanized (AHB) honey bees and I suppose that would do in a pinch for pollination. But AHB on slot would
render the entire hobbyist beekeeper population and especially residential beekeepers out in the cold when it comes to beekeeping, and that figure is at about 98% of the beekeepers. I only count 3 (there may be more) package bee supply companies
in Florida and they are all in AHB infected areas. Furthermore, many package bee suppliers in Georgia overwinter colonies and
do pollination in Florida spreading AHB genes throughout the northeast via pollination services as they travel north in the
spring, plus sending queens and package bees north as well with known AHB genes/traits/characteristics.
(Continued on page 6)
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February Message - cont.
(Continued from page 4)

Texas has 205,000 colonies of bees and anyone who has ordered from the big state will probably never
do it again! This used to be a large state for package bee production and the famous Buckfast bee, but
since (AHB) moved in, no intelligent beekeeper orders anything that flies and produces honey from
Texas; Florida will be next, and Georgia is on the clock, so then at that point where are your bees
coming from? Weavers are the only one I know that is still producing package bees in Texas. One Texas producer states his bees are produced in Georgia and gives no reason as to why, but no reason is
necessary, it is obviously AHB.
Idaho is not considered a package bee state per say,
but I did find two suppliers, only one will ship bees.
It is more of a honey production state with 164,000
colonies.
Georgia has approximately 134,000 colonies and has
several well-known package bee suppliers, about 20
overall. The problem Georgia is having is that most
bee producers in the peach state overwinter a portion of their colonies in Florida, and as a result they
share many of the same problems Florida has. Both
states have a terrible problem with Small Hive Beetles and their reputation for selling no weight packages to less than declared weight is damaging their
reputation. Both also have an aggressive honey bee issue which will only increase over time. Many also
ship virgin queens to unsuspecting beekeepers in the north very early in the spring. I think that they
hope local mating can produce a more docile bee or possibly greed has encouraged producers to push
queens into service before mating occurs.
Any area that is concentrated and centrally located can easily succumb to a virus or pathogen.
If package bee availability were cut in half before
spring were to arrive, two things would happen,
many orders would not be filled and the orders
filled would cost 500.00 per package or more. I
felt very secure about beekeeping until I heard
the word Varroa about 30 years ago. Was that
the last shoe to drop? If I learned anything about
beekeeping in the last 48 years, the answer to
that is – NO. This whole thought process may
be a reach but only until it becomes a reality,
then what?
The real point to this article is not so much that possibly, maybe, or if, some catastrophic event (may)
occur to the honey bee population/ industry. You do need an alternate plan and most basically that
would mean, take care of the colonies you have, because total dependency on someone else for your
honey bee population is not a wise plan!
PS. We can never rule out extremes in nature and its consequences.
Be a better beekeeper! Or at least strive to be.
~ Denzil
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FEBRUARY 8 - MEMBERS MEETING

Please plan on joining LCBA for their SOUP – OFF at the February
Members Meeting. If you would like to participate, dust off that favorite soup or stew recipe and join in on the fun. First prize will
be determined at our next executive meeting. Bring a crock pot of
your favorite soup or stew along with the recipe and the members
attending will be the judges. Everyone planning on participating
should have their crock pot and recipe to the meeting by 6:45 pm.
See you there and Good Luck!
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Honeybee Education 2019
Beginner Beekeeping Class, 24th Annual
Class Dates: March 8, 15, 22, & 29, 2019
Know someone who’s interested in starting or would like a refresher?
1.
2.
3.
4.

Time: 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Classes:
March 8: Beekeeping Equipment
March 15: Managing Your Bee Hive
March 22: Pests and Diseases
March 29: Swarms & Prevention
Where: Life Church
1033 Elm Street
Grafton, OH 44044

Hands-on Field Day: June 1, 2019
Time: 10:00 am (Rain or Shine)
Where: Queen Right Colonies
43655 State Route 162, Spencer, Ohio 44275
Bonus Class: Fall Wrap, September 13, 2019
Time: 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Where: Life Church
1033 Elm Street
Grafton, OH 44044
Click here for Beginner Beekeeping Class Registration Form
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2019 L.C.B.A. Membership Form

Name ______________________________________________
Phone______________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________
City ___________________ State _______ Zip _____________
E-Mail _____________________________________________
Enclosed is $20.00 for each year membership desired which includes the newsletter
e-mailed. You must include your e-mail above.
Payment Enclosed $ _____________ Check # ____________
(cash / check / money order)
Please make checks payable to: Lorain County Beekeepers and mail to:
Gene Gargas, LCBA Treasurer, 2410 Brook Haven Lane, Hinckley, OH 44233
Information is also available at our website, www.loraincountybeekeepers.org. Memberships
run on a calendar year basis (January to December).
The above person / family has applied for membership in the Lorain County Beekeepers Assoc. The adult members of the applicant family 18 yrs. and older are requested to take part in
the annual association election of officers to conduct the regular business of the association.
Youth members are welcome to join in on all other association activities.
The above person / family acknowledges that their contact information will be added to the
membership list. This list is a controlled item and will be used only for L.C.B.A. business and
will not be used for any other purpose.
I acknowledge the risks involved in beekeeping activities which include and not limited to:
stings, falls, shock, allergic reactions and personal injury. I agree to hold harmless Lorain
County Beekeepers Association free from any liability, including financial responsibility for injuries or property damages, regardless of whether injuries are caused by negligence in the State
of Ohio.
_____________________________________
Signature

_________________
Date
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To Promote Beekeeping through Education, Cooperation, or any other Efficient Means.

LORAIN COUNTY
BEEKEEPERS
ASSOCIATION

Covering and located in Lorain County, Ohio. LCBA was founded in 1919 as a non-profit organization committed to educating the public about the value of honeybees and the impact
honeybees have on our world. We provide educational appearances upon request for schools
and other groups. LCBA encourages and mentors beginning beekeepers through scholarship
programs for students and adult education.
Monthly Meetings

For Membership Mail to:
LCBA Membership
c/o Gargas
2410 Brook Haven Lane
Hinckley, OH 44233
Newsletter Submissions/
Questions
Email: BuzzzzEditor@gmail.com

When:

2nd Friday of the month. Beginning at 7:00 p.m. until
9:30 p.m.

Where: Life Church (Google Maps Link)
1033 Elm Street

Classifieds

We’re on the Web!
www.loraincountybeekeepers.org

DISCLAIMER: The BUZZZZ places Classified items as a courtesy to paid members of LCBA
and paid ads for non members. The BUZZZZ and LCBA make no promises, warranties, or
representations as to Classifieds and Advertisements and will not be responsible for any
problems incurred from purchasing items placed for advertising in The BUZZZZ. Any items
purchased through these ads are at the purchasers own risk, on an "AS IS" and "AS AVAILABLE" basis and any risk of using is assumed by you; . The BUZZZZ & LCBA.

DID YOU KNOW DONATIONS TO LCBA DEDUCTIBLE
Lorain County Beekeepers Association is now a 501c(3) organization. Any donations made to LCBA
are now tax deductible.

The BUZZZZ Advertising Fees
Members can place classified ads a maximum of four lines (approximately 3/4 inch by 3¾ quarter inch)
for free on a one time basis. If the same ads are placed for more than a month, there will be a fee for
placing the ads. There will also be a fee if ads are larger than the size listed above. Ads will run in the
newsletter which is posted on the LCBA website and emailed to our member circulation and billed
for 12 issues.
Rates for ads are as follows: Provided by customer - * LCBA Officers reserve the right, at their sole
discretion, to change, modify, add, or delete all or portions of ads for content. Terms and Policies
subject to change.
1(Full) page - $25.00 per month/issue
1/2 page ad - $18.00 per month/issue

1/4 page ad - $12.00 per month/issue
1/8 page ad - $10.00 per month/issue

If you have any questions about advertising contact:
Mike Yuhas, 440-644-0233 / buzzzzeditor@gmail.com

