
What motivates your faith?  Do you maintain faith for you 
own glory like the religious leaders? Many religious leaders 
used their faith to gain power and wealth.  Is your faith a 
result of fear of the futureéjust in case God is real? Some 
come to faith and to be baptized in an effort to escape 
Godôs wrath, but donôt really want to turn to God for real  
repentance and salvation.  Or do you have faith because 
you want to be a better person living a better way of life? 
God values reformation of your life above the rituals of    
religion. Are you a part of the Church and do you meet with 
other Christians for the right reasons or for the wrong      
reasons? 
Those who choose to live their lives carelessly and cling to 
faith for the wrong reasons will face Godôs judgment.  A fruit 
tree is planted to produce good fruit.  If it does not produce 
fruit that is good for sale or consumption, it will be chopped down and replaced 
with one that is.  The fruit tree is a good metaphor for Godôs people.  If you are 
fruitful, God will provide you with what you need to bear more fruit.  But itôs not 
just individuals that produce fruit.  The Church should produce fruit as well.  In 
the garden there are many fruit trees, and each church (not a building, but 
people) is a part of that garden. The trees that produce fruit will be given what 
they need to produce more fruit. The gardener sees no reason to fertilize or 
water a tree that is dead and doesnôt produce. We need to ask ourselves, as 
one tree in the garden, should the gardener fertilize and water the First Baptist 
Church? As an individual, should the gardener fertilize and water you? Just as 
a fruit tree is expected to produce fruit, Godôs people, individually and as the 
church, should produce a crop of good deeds.  

Remember, God loves us each absolutely and unconditionally and we can 

never do enough good works to earn His love. However, when we discover the 

love and grace of God, good deeds, kindness, mercy, grace and love in the 

form of good deeds should flow from us as a natural response. People are of 

no value to the Kingdom if they are Followers of the Way in name only.  If you 

cannot see a personôs faith or a churchôs faith in the way that they speak and 

act towards others, they may not be Godôs children at all.  How would others 

describe how they perceive your relationship with God?  How would others 

describe the relationship that First Baptist has with God?  Are we ready to  

answer to Jesus about how we have used the resources entrusted to us?    

Are we here because our greatest desire is to seek the Way of God, or are we 

here for the wrong reasons? 
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 This last month has been mostly quiet for me. One week we had a snow day, 
another week I was ill. However, we were finally able to get out and go bowling. This 

was very exciting for all the youths, as we were able to take them into Elkhorn for 
some fun at The Mark bowling alley. All of our youths were very well-behaved, and we 
are thrilled to see how they have grown into young adults as time has gone on. 
 The youth group is continuing to have conversations about what it means to 
see God as òfor us,ó on our side, and working for our good. Many youths have opened 
up to how God in Christ can be working in their lives. We want these young adults to 
see the world through eyes of faith and conviction that Godõs heart is to transform the 

world and make it better, and that they are called to be a part of it by loving God and 
loving people. We are repeatedly emphasizing that this is decisively disclosed in Jesus, 
and that Jesus is the definitive revelation of God. 
 We are looking forward to this month, as we continue forward through the  
Bible and reading it in a Christ-centered way. That is, we are reading the Bible and   
trying to teach the youths that there is one overarching story: God is faithfully          
redeeming all things, and Jesus is the main character of this story. For me, it is very 

exciting to teach the youths in this way, because we know that the Spirit of God is at 
work when we seek to love others and proclaim the Good News that Christ is restoring 
us to be vessels for His Kingdom. 
 In sum, we are glad to be continuing forward in our study of the Bible, and we 
are continuing to come up with future activities to take our youths out for fun           
memories while they learn about Jesus along the way. I am grateful to be working with 
these budding adults, and I am thankful for the tremendous youth leaders that I have 

been placed alongside to work with. 
 

ðZach Christensen, Youth Director 

If you know of someone in our church   
family whose name should be on this   
birthday and/or anniversary list and it is 
not, please call the office at 721-1265  

to let us know. 

Our Friends Away from Home Linda Crytzer  753-0256 2 
Eli Wiese    2 
Nelda Waugh 721-1169 3 
Betty Adams  721-2048 5 
Kathy Casper 727-9784 5 
Charlie Cusick 721-8000 5 
Rowena Gonzales 591-1469 5 
Jan Smith  721-9757 5 
Jessica Hill    8 
Randy Cash  721-3572 9    
Cynthia Christensen721-5239 9 
Mary Ann Paulger 721-5620 9 
Delores Rasmussen624-5775 9 
Clarence Reiss 652-8120 9 
Shelly Holzerland 721-7605 10 
Joyce Shellgren   14 
Doris Rector    15 
Debra Barden 720-2349 17 
Pat Rolf  721-5961 17 
Roxanne Woodman 496-3827 17 
Felicitas Cardenas   18 
Denise Depue 727-5802 21  
Ashley Hillis  Chicago 21 
Dian Hillis  727-5773 23 
Roger Rasmussen 624-5775 23 
Trish Hansen  727-7475 27 
Brian Weldon 727-5302 27 
Beryl Hornberger 727-4863 28 
Barb Johnson 753-2905 29 
Mert Olson  721-0684 31 

Happy Anniversary! 
 
   4   Steve & Cindi Dodd     727-7228 
 24   Paul & Eileen Cash     721-6418   

 

PREMIER ESTATES 
2550 N Nye Ave, Fremont, 402-727-1710 

Arlene Raasch  Rm 7 
Sharlene Wilkinson  Rm 33 
Leonard Murray  Rm 53 
 

NYE SQUARE  
655 W 23rd St. Fremont 402-721-9224   
Geneva Peterson          Apt 602 
 

NYE SQUARE APTS 
650 W 21st St. Fremont 402-721-9224 

Vivian Meyer    402-753-4229    Apt 150 
Marian Anderson           Apt 124 
Betty Coates           Apt 141 
 

NYE COURT  
650 W 21st St. Fremont 402-721-9224   
Jean Williams   402-753-1694   Rm 411 
 

PATHFINDER HOUSE 
3010 N Clarkson, Fremont, 402-721-7714 

Margie Poole               Rm 115 
 

PROVIDENCE PLACE 
749 E 32nd St., Fremont, 402-727-8200 

Carol Johnson                        Rm 2 
 

SHALIMAR GARDENS  
749 E. 29th St, Fremont, 402-721-1616 
Doris Rector      MS11 

AT HOME 
 

Marvin Gorden, 402-721-0640  
2600 N Clarkson #1101 
 

Shirley Moerker, 402-721-4290 
2345 County Road 11-Select Hospital 
 

Edie Hoffman; 402-721-1503 
1506 E Cuming 
 

Marguerite Smith; 402-721-5552 
543 N Pierce Street 



 

Join us 
for Prayer  
Time in 
the  
Parlor,  
Sundayôs 
at 10:15,  
after  
Sunday 
School.  
Letôs Pray 
for our  
Pastors & 
both of 
our  

Services. 
See you 
there! 

 
Christian 
Rock 
Band 

Third Day 
To play 
Ralston 
Arena 

March 10. 
Tickets go 
on sale 
Friday 



FBC BOARD OF  
DEACONS MEETING 
February 9, 2016 
 
 

Members present: Denise 
Depue, Pastor Brad, Zach 
Christensen, Deb Peterson, 
Ron McKenzie for Joel     
Foreman, Randy Cash, Eileen 
Cash, and Rick Crytzer for David Christensen 
 
PASTOR BRAD: Since he has a short time left before the interim takes over, he is   
changing the focus of the sermons on pro-life.  There are some other sermons he would  
like to do before the interim takes over.  He is going to continue to work with the youth with 
Zach until the school year ends. 
 

 

YOUTH DIRECTOR: The youth will be going to bowling finally, after having to cancel      
several times, in Elkhorn. They will have pizza. There are arcades and laser tag also there 
for the youth.  He has been thinking of having the youth in the summer but has been told it 
doesnôt always work in them coming.  Brad stated the youth tend to go the Liberty Baptist for 
the summer as they go on mission trip for free and then don't come to youth group. They will 
ask the youth to see if they would be committed to the idea. They could take the youth on 
trips. Zach is leading tomorrow at FHS with small groups to follow. This is another avenue to 
get in touch with kids. 
 

ABMEN: They had 12 men at the meeting.  Paul led the meeting since Mike was out of  
town. They talked about the Easter breakfast.  It was approved to continue to do JCF Days 
with the HFC circle. They have decided not to change the prices.  
 

ABWOMEN: There was no meeting because of the snow.  HFC circle has an exciting       
program set for March. We'll have a board meeting to plan the new year because there      
are so few of us. 
 

CHRISTEN ED: no report  
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 5 Sundays in Jan.  Attendance was 155 with the average 31 per 
week. Total offering was $128.55 Seekers class did not meet two of the five Sundays.  There 
were no children in Sunday School for two of the five Sundays. 
 

DEACONS: Marcia will maintain and stock gifts for any new visitors. Joel is the coordinator 
for the Wednesday night meals. The bags for the kids during church time are going to be   
updated and put into plastic bags. There are bags missing and it is assumed they are being 
taken home.  Joel and Ron will take care of Dunklau Gardens. Jim Peterson will be doing 
Premier Estates. Mike Raasch will help unless his grandchild is been born. A combined    
service will be on the 28th with the interim Pastor followed by a pot luck meal.  An open 
house will be on Sat the 27 from 2-4. $550 was approved for a hotel, mileage and meals.  
 

TREASURER: Balance sheet-Gives the cash balance, various accounts and the endow-
ment. There is money still due from daycare. Receivables sent over to collections are still to 
come. The system allows to budget in monthly so instead of everything being divided by 12 
we actually have looked at months and looked at 3 payroll months and tried to project each  

 

Prayer Requests 
¶ Prayer for churches               
experiencing high stress and 
difficulties 

¶ Pray for churches without a 
pastor or in transition: Benson, 
Beatrice, Fremont,  Sunset 
Hills, and Fairbury. 

¶ Pray for victims of violence and 
terrorism wherever they may    
occur. 

¶ Pray for Spring Youth Retreat 

¶ Pray for Prairie Pastors        
Conference 

¶ Pray for the Spring Region       
Convention 

 
Praise the Lord, all you nations;    
extol him, all you peoples. For 
great is his love toward us, and 
the faithfulness of the Lord      
endures forever. Psalm 117 

 

Micah 6:4, 8 "I brought you up out of 
Egypt and redeemed you from the land 
of slavery...He has show you, O mor-
tal, what is good. And what does the 
Lord require of you? To act justly and 
to love mercy and to walk humbly with 
your God."  
 
Things to expect at this year's    
Region Convention: 
-- A focus on Human Trafficking. We 
will discuss how we can join God in 
working against human trafficking in 
Nebraska and across the world.  

-- International Missionary Lauren 
Bethel will teach us how she works 
against human trafficking as a    
missionary. 

-- Celebrate Moses Merrill Camp and 
Conference Center's 40th            
Anniversary at the Linwood, NE     
location. 

-- Fellowship with other Nebraska  
Baptists 

-- Warm hospitality from FBC Norfolk 
-- A time to share the good work God 
is doing in our midst in Nebraska. 

-- Great meals 
-- A convenient schedule  


