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  SAFE ENVIRONMENT 

 
NOTE: If you or someone you know has 
been the victim of sexual misconduct on 
the part of a priest, deacon, or individual 
representing the Diocese of Crookston, its 
parishes, or its schools, your first call 
should be to law enforcement. Red Lake 
County Sheriff at 218-253-2996, Pen-
nington County Sheriff at 218-681-6161, 
Marshall County Sheriff at 218-745-
5411. In addition, the  Diocesan Victim 
Assistance Coordinator is available at 218-
281-7895  
(24-hour confidential number). 

Oklee Sunday 09/17/23 8:00 a.m. For the People 

Grygla Sunday 09/17/23 10:15 a.m Gary Polansky Family 

Goodridge Sunday 09/17/23 12:00 p.m. Ardith Altstadt 

     

Oklee Monday 09/18/23 8:00 a.m. †Tony Weber 

Goodridge Tuesday 09/19/23 5:30 p.m. †Kathy Horachek Siverling 

Oklee Wednesday 09/20/23 8:00 a.m. Mary Schmacher 

Oklee Thursday 09/21/23 8:00 a.m. †Richard Bronken 

     

Oklee Sunday 09/24/23 8:00 a.m. †Matt Genova 

Grygla Sunday 09/24/23 10:15 a.m Priests of the Diocese  

Goodridge Sunday 09/24/23 12:00 p.m. For the People 

5 Padre Pio Miracles  

and What He Wants You To Know About Them 

St. Padre Pio, whose feast we celebrate on September 23rd, is one of the most 
famous and beloved saints of the 20th century. 

As a humble Capuchin priest, he was the recipient of some of the most astonish-
ing spiritual gifts: the stigmata, bilocation, healing, prophecy, and the ability to 
read souls.  

He quickly gained the attention of thousands due to the countless miracles at-
tributed to him. Crowds traveled from all over the world to meet him or to have 
him hear their Confession.  

To this day, the stories about his miracles continue to inspire belief in those who 
were previously skeptical.  

Before we read about some of Padre Pio’s most incredible miracles, let’s remind 
ourselves what the purpose of miracles is in the first place.  

Padre Pio’s Miracles Witness to Christ 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church defines miracles as “a sign or wonder such as a 
healing, or control of nature, which can only be attributed to God.” 

Jesus performed countless miracles—by His own power—throughout His public 
ministry to demonstrate His divinity and to point us to His Heavenly Kingdom.    

While reading through stories of Padre Pio’s miracles, what struck me most was 
how similar the miracles performed by Padre Pio were compared with those per-
formed by Christ! 

Of course, the saints do not perform miracles by their own power, but are chan-
nels of God’s power. He works through them and through the conformity of 
their will to His.              Continue to page 3 



 CLERGY COLUMN 
 

Brothers and sisters, 
 
September has some great saint feast days - we celebrated the birthday of Mary on the 8th, the archangels - Michael, Ga-
briel, and Rafael - are celebrated on the 29th, the great Biblical scholar St. Jerome is on the 30th, one of the Apostles and 
Gospel writers is this week in St. Matthew on the 21st, and a few more good ones. One of my favorite saints is on the 
23rd: St. Pius of Pietrelcina, most commonly known as Padre Pio. I’m currently reading a lengthy biography of him, but a 
person could find something shorter online. I find him to be very inspirational. 
 
Padre Pio was born in Italy in 1887 into a Catholic family, as so many families were in Italy at that time. He had a desire 
to be a priest, which demanded more schooling than what was typical back then. In order to cover the costs for that, his 
parents had to make sacrifices. They were very willing to make those sacrifices if it meant having a priest in the family. 
Padre Pio, born with the name Francesco, joined a religious order of Capuchin Franciscans. After a long ordeal with 
health problems and spiritual battles - it is said that he was literally attacked by demons in the night - he was ordained a 
priest. Eventually he was assigned to a friary in San Giovanni Rotondo in Italy, where he lived for decades. I was able to 
visit his tomb a few years back, a great gift that I treasure. 
 
Padre Pio was known for his holiness and spiritual gifts. He was not a particularly gifted preacher, but he was very gifted 
with helping people make a good confession. There are several documented instances when he would remind people of 
their sins that they neglected to confess. Yes, he had a gift for seeing so deeply into a person’s life that he knew their past 
better than they did. This didn’t happen each time a person came to him for Confession, but it happened often enough 
that he became well-known for being a great confessor. People came to him from all over the world to confess their sins 
to the holy priest from Italy, including people who had served in World War II who needed someone to hear their stories 
from the war. He also had what is called the “stigmata” - the wounds of Christ-crucified on his hands, his feet, and his 
side. They would bleed regularly, but would give off a pleasant fragrance. He was embarrassed about this gift from the 
Lord, so he wore half-gloves to cover the wounds on his hands. He is the first priest known to have the stigmata - a few 
other non-priests have had them throughout history, including St. Francis of Assisi. In addition to these things, he had a 
deep love of the Mass and would easily get caught-up into the mystery. Each Mass that he offered would last for an aver-
age of 90 minutes (!!) and sometimes last for up to four hours. And yet, people loved it. They would come to Mass and 
find themselves caught-up into the mystery as well, totally absorbed in the prayers. The final thing I’ll mention about his 
life is that he also started a hospital in San Giovanni Rotondo, which serves about 60,000 people each year.  
 
There are many more things that could be said about this great saint, but I’ve run out of room. Please do take some time 
to search for a more thorough biography than what this column can cover. 
Padre Pio, pray for us! 
 
May the Lord give you his peace! 
Fr. Bryan 
 
 
            Prayer for the Intercession of St. Pio of Pietrelcina  
 
O God, you gave St. Pio of Pietrelcina, Capuchin priest, the great 
privilege of participating in a unique way in the passion of Your Son. 
Grant me through his intercession the grace of...(Here state your pe-
tition) which I ardently desire. Above all, grant me the grace of living 
in conformity with the death of Jesus so that I may one day arrive at 
the glory of the resurrection. Amen  
 
Glory be to the Father...(three times  



TITHING 
 

St. Francis Xavier’s in Oklee 
Sept 10, 2023 

 
Adult Envelopes $2769.00 
Flowers for Altar $20.00 
Latin America $91.00 
Endowment for Priests $30.00 
Loose Plate $102.00 
Total                               $ 3012.00 
 

St. Ann’s  in Goodridge 
Sept 10,  2023 

 
Adult Envelopes $521.00 
Endowment for Priests $.00 
Loose Plate      $.00 
Total                                      $   521.00 
 
 

  St. Clement’s in Grygla  
Sept 10,  2023 

 
Adult Envelopes $650.00 
Latin America $140.00 
Loose Plate $95.00 
Total                                      $  885.00 
  

We are the Hands of  Christ 
Are you good at making people feel 
welcome?  When you meet someone 
new, a new neighbor, a new work col-
league, a new parishioner, do you make 
them feel at home?   

Many of us probably do a much better 
job at this.  When we 

 

St. Francis Xavier Catholic 
Church   

Prayer Blankets    

  You Matter.  We care.  You 

are not alone.  

There are prayer blankets in the 
back of the church for those whom 
are sick, suffering or dying.  Please 
sign the book to whom it is given to 
so we know who the prayers are for.      

 

  1. The Healing of a Crippled Man 
“Rise, take up your pallet, and walk.”   John 5:8 

Francesco Santaraello was a crippled man with club feet, dubbed the village idiot of San 
Giovanni Rotondo. Unable to walk, he would drag himself along the ground on his knees 
with the assistance of small crutches. He frequently stationed himself outside of St. Padre 
Pio’s friary to beg for money among the crowds of people who came to see the famous 
capuchin.  

One day, as Padre Pio was walking by, Francesco cried out, “Padre Pio, give me a bless-
ing!” Padre Pio looked at the man and said, “Throw away your crutches!” 

Francesco was stunned and did not move. Padre Pio shouted again, “I said, ‘Throw away 
your crutches!’” and left the man, walking into the church to say Mass.  

The crowds watched in amazement as Francesco threw his crutches away and, for the first 
time in his life, walked on his deformed feet.  

Francesco would never use his crutches again.  

2. Healing the Blind  

And Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you well.”  Mark 10:52 

One of the most beautiful miracles of Padre Pio is the cure of Lello Pegna.  

Lello was a Jewish man who had suddenly become blind. He was brought to Padre Pio by 
a priest in hopes of a cure.  

Upon meeting him, Padre Pio was kind to Lello, but told him, “The Lord will not grant 
you the grace of physical sight unless you first receive sight for your soul. After you are 
baptized, then the Lord will grant you the gift of sight.” 

Months went by before Lello would return to Padre Pio with his sight fully restored.  

In spite of strong family opposition, Lello had converted to Christianity and was baptized. 
His miracle had not been immediate—his faith was tested when his blindness persisted.  

Gradually, however, Lello’s sight returned, and the doctor who had once pronounced him 
blind was astonished to discover that his patient’s eyes were now in perfect condition!  

3. Miracles Through an Object 

She said to herself, “If I only touch his garment, I shall be made well.”Matthew 9:21 

Most of the miracles attributed to Padre Pio occurred when he was physically dis-
tant from those who sought his intercession, such as the miracle experienced by Sister 
Teresa Salvadores:  

“Sister Teresa became bed-ridden at 58 years old. She suffered from gastric disorders 
(suspected to be caused by stomach cancer) and a painful abnormality of her aorta. The 
nun suffered from extreme pain, weakness, and vertigo, and her condition deteriorated 
until she was near death. Her fellow sisters were distraught. Many of them had heard sto-
ries about Padre Pio’s holiness and miracles. They wrote to Padre Pio, asking for his inter-
cession for a cure.  

About one month after the sisters wrote to Padre Pio, a priest arrived at her convent 
bringing with him a glove that had been used by Padre Pio. The priest asked if he could 
touch the garment to the tumor in the nun’s side and to her throat.  

Shortly afterwards, Sister Teresa fell asleep. Padre Pio appeared to her in a dream, touch-
ing the side where her tumor was causing her pain, blew into her mouth, and spoke to her 
about heaven. When Sister Teresa woke up, all of the physical sufferings caused by her 
conditions were relieved, though the tumors remained. The nun lived years without suffer-
ing from the effects of her abnormalities.  

4. Casting Out Demons 

Soon afterward [Jesus] went on through cities and villages, preaching and bringing the 
good news of the kingdom of God. And the twelve were with him, and also some women 
who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Mag′dalene, from whom 
seven demons had gone out.  Luke 8:1-2 

Padre Pio cast demons out of several people—and had physical altercations with Satan 
himself.  

People often turned to Pio when they suspected that demonic possession had overtaken 
their loved ones, as in the case of a young wife who had lain in a coma for a year. Her 
family brought the woman to Padre Pio’s friary one evening during Vespers.      To Page 4 



      St Francis Xavier’s         
  
Sunday,  September 17, 2023 
Sacristan:  Emily  
Lector::     Bob M. 
Counters:  Margaret & Linda 
 
Sunday,  September 24, 2023 
Sacristan:  Mary Lynn 
Lector::     Jacob 
Counters:  Jo & Deb 
 
Sunday,  October 1, 2023 
Sacristan:  Phyllis 
Lector::     Brady 
Counters:  MaryAnn & Jan 

St Ann’s  

Sunday,  September 17, 2023 
Lector::   Paula 
Counters:  Marie & Audrey 
 
Sunday,  September 24, 2023 
Lector::   Carol 
Counters:  Deb & Maggie 
 
Sunday,  October 1, 2023 
Lector::   Paula 
Counters:  Marie & Audrey 

St Clement’s  

Sunday,    September 17, 2023  

Lector::    Jim C.  

 

Sunday,    September 24, 2023  

Lector::   Laurie 

 

Sunday,    October 1, 2023  

Lector::   Gary 

 

Sunday,    October 8, 2023  

Lector::   Robbie 

While Padre Pio was blessing the congregation with the Blessed Sacrament, the woman suddenly awoke and began snorting like a 
bull while her body swelled like a balloon.  

Once the service was over, Padre Pio quickly brought the woman and her husband into the sacristy, where he performed a formal 
rite of exorcism. During the prayers, the woman continued to snort, swell, and claw at Padre Pio. She became calm once Padre Pio 
had finished the prayers, and her normal appearance returned.Taking her husband’s hand, she quickly became aware of (and appalled 
by) her disheveled appearance, asked for a comb, and left the friary. 

5. Defying the Laws of Nature 

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 
the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.   John 20:19-20 

Perhaps Padre Pio’s most surprising spiritual gift was the gift of bilocation. Padre Carmelo of Sessano, who was the superior of Pa-
dre Pio’s friary between 1953-1959, tells an amusing account of one of these occasions:  

He was with Padre Pio and some other friars attending a show at a concert hall that adjoined the friary. Padre Pio followed along 
during the show with great interest and enthusiasm. 

During the intermission, Padre Carmelo recalls seeing Padre Pio leaned forward and rested his head and arms on the back of the 
chair in front of him, silent and motionless. The friars assumed that he was tired and did not disturb him while he rested in this posi-
tion for about five minutes. As the intermission ended, Padre Pio sat back up, and spoke with his fellow friars.  

Padre Carmelo thought nothing of the incident until the next day. He was visiting a sick man in town, and the man thanked Father 
Carmelo for allowing Padre Pio to visit him the previous evening.  

Father Carmelo was perplexed. He had been with Padre Pio at the concert hall—and he Pio had gone straight back to the friary once 
the show ended. Pio hadn’t left to visit anyone that evening.  

When Father Carmelo explained this to the man, he and his entire family continued to insist that Padre Pio had physically been in the 
house. When Padre Carmelo asked the precise time of this visit, the answer was the exact time of the show’s intermission—during 
which Padre Pio had appeared to be napping! 

Padre Pio’s Message: Turn to God  

Padre Pio was once asked by a sick woman, whom he had cured, if he was a saint. “No,” he replied. “I am a creature who serves the 
Lord through his mercies.” Padre Pio did not like the attention he received from being a miracle worker. Whenever a person came to 
him for a cure, he usually gave a quick reply such as, “Let us pray to God.” He always made sure to point people back to the source of 
the miracles: God.  

Padre Pio referred to himself as a poor sinner who prayed, and encouraged others to do likewise. When people thanked him for per-
forming a miracle, he would reply with embarrassment, “Don’t thank me. Thank God.”  

The Most Incredible Padre Pio Experience? His Mass.  

It’s hard not to look at Padre Pio’s resume of miracles without a sense of wonder.  

And yet, what impressed his visitors most deeply was not the cures, bilocations, or ability to read souls in the confessional; rather, it 
was his celebration of the Holy Mass. Not because Padre Pio was a great showman performing astonishing miracles at the altar. No, 
those who attended his Mass truly experienced the presence of God in a way that was deep, genuine, and uniquely direct.  

One parishioner describes his attendance at Padre Pio’s celebration of the Mass as follows:  

“At the beginning of Mass, his face was really pale, just as if he were carrying our suffering, our pain, and our sin. After the consecra-
tion his face underwent an amazing change. It seemed to be transfigured with radiant light. From the very first time I went to Mass, I 
realized that the Spirit of God was there.”  When we reflect on Padre Pio’s fascinating life—with its miracles and profound offering 
of the Sacred Liturgy—let it be an invitation to deeper faith, prayer, and a stronger relationship with the God who loves us.  

St. Padre Pio, pray for us!             By Jessica Cunningham       good catholic 

https://www.goodcatholic.com/author/tr_jessica/

