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From the Principal
Dear Parents,
Welcome to 2018! I always love coming back to school in January. It
seems like the work we have done with students all fall starts to really
show and students make great progress this next part of the year.
Students and staff return after the winter break with energy and
enthusiasm. I see students and staff busy with the important jobs of
teaching and learning. Thank you for making sure your child is here
every day unless he/she is running a fever or is very ill. School
attendance is IMPORTANT. When students are absent they miss out

Betty Cobbs
Principal
Woodside Elementary School
17000 23rd Ave. SE,
Bothell, WA 98012
www.everettsd.org/woodside

on the discussions and learning that happens in the classroom that
can’t be made up.
This year elementary schools in Everett Public Schools are implementing a new reading program in grades K-5.
The new REACH for Reading Curriculum is published by National Geographic and includes some beautiful
student readers and multiple resources that integrate social studies and science into the teaching and learning
program. REACH for Learning is organized to build a culture of literacy through speaking and listening,
language and vocabulary, reading, writing, assessment and re-teaching. We are excited about this new program
and look forward to developing stronger readers and writers!
In the area of mathematics, we are continuing to teach the enVisions Math program with the implementation
of a balanced math model that embeds components of conceptual understanding, computational and
procedural fluency and problem solving and application into mathematical practices during math instruction.
You might hear students talking about some of the strategies we are using, such as: math talks, notice &
wonder, numberless problems, counting collections, solving problems using a math model, and etc. Engaging
students in the learning process is a priority in our teaching program.
We are continuing with the implementation of the Eight Step Continuous Improvement Model to insure
students are learning to their highest potential. The 8-step model includes: data disaggregation, timeline
development, instructional focus, assessment, tutorials, enrichment, maintenance, and monitoring. This focus
is evidenced through the work of high performing teams during Learning Improvement Fridays, grade level
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meetings, cadre team work, and staff meetings. Success Time, provides 30-minutes of tutorial or enrichment
for students four days a week.
We have a number of upcoming events that you won’t want to miss. Be sure to check the calendar in this issue
of the Woodside Toucan News. In addition, our school Natural Leaders will meet this month to begin planning
for family events identified at the last NL meeting in November. This leadership program promotes stronger
connections between parents, community and the school. We welcome opportunities for parents to engage in
the education of their children. I am grateful for Ms. Rosario Osterbur, who is our wonderful parent lead for
the NL program this year. We are still looking for one parent per classroom to help plan for cultural awareness
events that we would like to have during the year. Please contact your child’s teacher if you are interested.
I want to remind everyone that Monday, January 15th, is a special day in recognition and honor of Martin
Luther King Jr. There is no school on this day. In 1964, Martin Luther King won the Nobel Peace Prize. These
words are from his acceptance speech in December of 1964: “Sooner or later, all the people of the world will
have to discover a way to live together in peace…We must evolve for all human conflict a method which rejects
revenge, aggression and retaliation. The foundation of such a method is love.”
Martin Luther King is an inspiration for us all. Dr. King believed in world peace, respect, and inclusion of all
people. We must renew our commitment to the ideal that we will not judge people by the color of their skin,
but by the content of their character. Like Martin Luther King, Woodside students have the potential to make
our world a better place.
Enjoy the rest of our winter season and stay warm!
Warm Regards,

Dr. Betty J. Cobbs, Principal
bcobbs@everettsd.org
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Calendar of Events
Monday

1

Tuesday

2

Wednesday

3

Thursday

4

Winter Break – No School

8

Friday

5
Learning Improvement
Friday; 1:35 dismissal

9

10

PTA Meeting
7:00

11

12

Hearing Screening Day.

Learning Improvement
Friday; 1:35 dismissal

January

Family Math Night
6:30 – 8:00

15

16

17

18

MLK Day – No School

22

19
Learning Improvement
Friday; 1:35 dismissal

23

24

25

26

1 Grade Concert;
7:00

Popcorn Friday

st

[School Spirit] Pajama
Day

29

30

31

1

2
Learning Improvement
Friday; 1:35 dismissal

5

6

7

8

PTA Meeting
7:00 – Library

9
Learning Improvement
Friday; 1:35 dismissal

February

PTA Spaghetti Feed;
6:00 – 7:30 – Cafeteria

12

13

Mid-Winter Break
– No School

Mid-Winter Break
– No School

19

20

14

15

16
Learning Improvement
Friday; 1:35 dismissal

21

PTA Skate Deck Night;
6:30 – 8:30

22

23

Choir Concert;
7:00 – Cafeteria

Learning Improvement
Friday; 1:35 dismissal
Popcorn Friday
[School Spirit] Luau Day

26
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28
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News from the Health Room
A friendly reminder from your health room staff as we approach the winter months.
District policy requires that all medications (including over the counter items such as cough drops)
have a signed doctor’s note on file with the health room. Those forms are available from the health
room staff or on the district website at https://www.everettsd.org/Page/9245 (Medication
Authorization/Order Form).
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Kristy Holsopple, RN or Katie Rivera, Health Room Assistant
at 425-385-7806.

Capital Bond and Replacement Levy elections is set for Feb. 13, 2018
School board okays Bond projects to meet future readiness needs and Levy to replace expiring one. Future readiness is
the “why” behind the district’s Feb. 13, 2018 Capital Bond request, according to school board president Caroline Mason.
“Bond funds are needed in three areas,” she said. “Growth readiness, career readiness and facilities readiness.”
Click to read news release.

Woodside Elementary Family Math Night
PLEASE Join us for an evening of math fun!
* FREE EVENT * PRIZES * ESTIMATION JARS * MATH GAMES *

Fun for All!
Thursday, January 11, 2018
6:00 to 7:30 PM
Woodside cafeteria
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What’s happening in music in the New Year!
The 5th Graders will be identifying and performing time signatures as we learn how beats are
grouped in music. Later this month we will study instruments of the orchestra and instrument
families (woodwind, brass, strings, and percussion) as we discuss what instruments are available
to play in 6th grade band and orchestra.
The 4th Graders will begin playing recorders as we prepare for our Washington; The Evergreen State Concert,
which will be on Thursday, March 8th at 7:00PM! In addition to performing on the recorders, the 4th graders will be
singing songs about or from our state, as they learn about Washington History through music.
The 3rd Graders will begin reading music from the staff using absolute pitch names A, B, C, D, E, F, and G. The letters
that go with the lines on the staff are E, G, B, D, and F (Every Good Boy Does Fine). The letters that go with the spaces
are F, A, C, and E (FACE). Reading music from the staff is an important musical skill that we will be using next month
when we begin recorders!
2nd Grade will practice reading, writing, and performing quarter rest (silence), quarter note (ta), and eighth note (ti-ti)
rhythms. Ask your 2nd grader how to write these rhythms at home! We will also begin working on reading, writing, and
performing la-sol-mi patterns on the music staff.
1st Grade is continuing to work hard as we prepare for their Let it Snow Concert, which will be on Thursday,
January 25th at 7:00PM! The concert is based on the book, Snowmen at Night, and the students have learned a
variety of songs about winter that they will share in between narration of the story! We hope to see you there!
The Kindergarteners are working on keeping a steady beat as they continue to learn new songs and singing games. As
you listen to music in the car or at home, ask your kindergartner to find the beat!
To help reinforce music at home, please always encourage your child to show you new or favorite songs from music
class! The more each student practices at home, the more progress they will make in music class!

Upcoming Music Events
♪

1st

♪

Choir Concert
Thursday, February 22nd 1:45PM and 7:00PM

♪

Choir final rehearsal/breakfast party
Tuesday, February 28th 7:10AM-8:10AM

♪

4th Grade Concert: Washington; The Evergreen State
Thursday, March 8th 1:45PM and 7:00PM

♪

Snohomish Honor Choir (Select 4th and 5th grade choir students)
Monday, April 23rd 7:00PM at the Everett Civic Auditorium

♪

3rd Grade Recorder Concert
Thursday, May 24th 1:45PM and 7:00PM

Grade Concert: Let it Snow!
Thursday, January 25th 1:45PM and 7:00PM

To keep up to date on music events and concerts make sure to regularly check the music website!
http://www.everettsd.org/woe-thill

www.everettsd.org

Page 5

Everett Public Schools

January is School Board Appreciation Month
The month of January marks the annual observance of School Board
Recognition – a time to salute the work of school board members and
celebrate public education. This year, they were named a Board of
Distinction. You can learn more about board members online.

Smarter Balanced Assessments
Because Smarter Balanced Assessments are such an important topic for
families, the link to everything you ever wanted to know about these tests
is in the Quicklinks section on the district home page.

2018 Capital Bond and Replacement Levy
The school board voted to propose a Capital Bond to meet
future readiness needs and a Replacement Levy to replace
the expiring one. If voters approve both the Capital Bond
and Replacement Educational Programs and Operations
Levy on Feb. 13, 2018, tax collections to complete those
projects begin in 2019. That year the local school tax rate is
projected to be $4.89 per each $1,000 of property value.
That rate is the lowest local school tax rate for property
owners in the district since 2013. Find more information on
the district website.

Support for students in temporary or inadequate housing
If your family is in a temporary or inadequate living situation due to a loss of housing or a family crisis, your child may be
eligible for certain educational rights and services. If you lost your housing and now live in a shelter, motel, vehicle,
camping ground, temporary trailer, on the street, doubled up with family or friends, or in another type of temporary or
inadequate housing, your child might be able to receive help through a federal law called the McKinney-Vento Act. The
McKinney-Vento Act may be able to provide support through transportation so that your child can continue enrolled in
school, or through access to programs and services so that your child can participate fully in school.
Please contact your child’s counselor or Amy Perusse, McKinney-Vento Facilitator, aperusse@everettsd.org, 425-385-

4032, for more information.

Kindergarten registration begins in March
Do you have a child who will be 5 years old by Aug. 31, 2018? Registration begins on March 5, 2018, at all 17 district
elementary schools. Which school will your kindergartner attend? To find out, click on School and Route Finder under
the Parents tab, or call the transportation office at 425-385-4144.
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Mobile app
Have you downloaded the mobile app yet? The latest news and information from schools in Everett
Public Schools is now available on smartphones and mobile devices with a new mobile app. Everett
Public Schools is expanding its communications outreach with a free mobile app that is now
available in the online iTunes® and Google Play® app stores.

Everett Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion,
color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual
orientation including gender expression or identity, the presence of any sensory,
mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a
person with a disability in its programs and activities and provides equal access to the
Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.
Designated to handle inquiries about nondiscrimination policies are:

3900 Broadway
Everett, WA 98201
425-385-4000
www.everettsd.org
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Affirmative Action Office – Carol Stolz, cstolz@everettsd.org, 425-385-4106



Title IX Officer – Randi Seaberg, rseaberg@everettsd.org, 425-385-4104



504 Coordinator – Becky Ballbach, rballbach@everettsd.org, 425-385-4063



ADA Coordinator – Becky Clifford, bclifford@everettsd.org, 425-385-5250
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