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WELCOME

We welcome you to Mt. Hermon Lutheran Church!
If you are worshipping with us for the first time, WELCOME,
If you are worshipping again, WELCOME BACK.
Worship is much more joyful when we add our voices to offer praise and
thanksgiving. If you need anything, just ask one of the ushers or greeters.
A nursery is provided for younger children should you want to use it at any
time. If you would like to discuss discipleship at Mt. Hermon,
Pastor Gina would love to speak with you!
Again welcome ...
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PRE-SERVICE Where He Leads Me/He Leadeth Me Adams

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please see the Community Announcements in the back section of the bulletin.
Please note that all congregation responses are printed in Bold and Italics.

We are silent as we prepare our hearts for worship.

PRELUDE All the Way to Kingdom Come  Rich Mullins

THE GATHERING

We stand and face the baptismal font.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F* one God,

who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.
Amen.



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

As broken children, we begin worship by acknowledging our sinfulness and
asking for God’s forgiveness.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God,

have mercy on us.

We confess that we are captive to sin

and cannot free ourselves.

We turn from your loving embrace

and go our own ways.

We pass judgment on one another

before examining ourselves.

We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions,
and turn us again to life in you

through Jesus Christ, and Lord. Amen.

God hears the cries of all who call out in need,

and through his death and resurrection,

Christ has made us his own.

Hear the truth that God proclaims:

Your sins are forgiven in the name of *}* Jesus Christ.
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness
to do God’s work in the world. Amen.
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CCLI Song # 9990
© 1984 New Spring
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



GLORIA
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
We pray together.

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings.
Give us your grace to overcome them, keep us from those
things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

We sit.

THE WORD
READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32
A reading from Ezekiel.

1The word of the Lord came to me: 2What do you mean by
repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The
parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set
on edge”? 3As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no
more be used by you in Israel. #‘Know that all lives are mine;
the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is
only the person who sins that shall die.

25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now,
O house of Israel: [s my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are
unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from their
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righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the
iniquity that they have committed they shall die. 27Again, when
the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have
committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save
their life. 28Because they considered and turned away from all
the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely
live; they shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, “The way
of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is
it not your ways that are unfair?

30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you
according to your ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn
from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your
ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have
committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a
new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no
pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then,
and live.

The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

Music Oceans Crocker/Houston/Ligthelm

READING: Philippians 2:1-13
A reading from Philippians.
1f then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation
from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and
sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having
the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard
others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to
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your own interests, but to the interests of others. >Let the same
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
éwho, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
’but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
8he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
‘Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
10sp that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed
me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;
Bfor it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will
and to work for his good pleasure.

The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.



We stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 215t chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the
elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, and said,
“By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave
you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you
one question; if you tell me the answer, then [ will also tell you
by what authority I do these things. 2°Did the baptism of John
come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they
argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say
to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of
human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as
a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And
he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority [ am
doing these things.

28%What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the
first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 2He
answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went.
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30The father went to the second and said the same; and he
answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 3'Which of the two did
the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them,
“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going
into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you
in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but
the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even
after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe
him.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

We sit,
CHILDREN’S SERMON

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Please pray with me the prayer of preparation.

Holy God, you have a word for me today. Make my heart soft
and plant your word in me in order that it may bear fruit in
your kingdom. Amen.

SERMON Authority

HYMN Lord, Whose Love In Humble Service
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APOSTLES’ CREED

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith with the Apostles’ Creed.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
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born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need.

After each petition: Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

The Prayers conclude:
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we
entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

We sit.

OFFERING

We give our monetary offering to support Christ’s mission in this place and
around the world in gratitude of God’s amazing grace. You may contribute any
time by visiting www.WeAreMtHermon.com and click on “On-line Giving.” You
may also mail your check to 3011 Leaphart Road, West Columbia, SC 29169.
Thank you for your gifts and your stewardship.

OFFERING I Will Give Thanks Joseph Martin
12



We stand.
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OFFERING PRAYER

We give thanks for these gifts and we pray together.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.

You have set before us these gifts of your good creation.
Prepare us for your heavenly banquet,

nourish us with this rich food and drink,

and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering
world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

THE MEAL

Christ is truly present in the most ordinary and unexpected of places.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed...

As often as we eat this bread and we drink of this cup, we
proclaim the Lord's death until He comes again.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup, we remember your Word dwelling
among us, teaching us, leading us, and guiding us.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up
as the body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet table
where Christ gives himself as food and drink.

You are invited to call the church office and schedule a time to receive

communion. We will have Drive-In Communion on the 15t & 3 Sundays from
10:30-1:00.

MusIC Break the Bread, Pour the Wine  Mark Hayes

THE SENDING

BLESSING

There is no place where God does not live.

There is no moment when God has, is, and will not be present.
There is no time that God does not love you.

May you go now into the world knowing God *F is right by your

side. Amen.
16
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Thy Strong Word Manz

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FLOWERS today are given to the glory of God and in honor of
our son, Jason's birthday by Dennis & Cyndi Thurman.

~ Sunday School

on Zoom
2nd & 4th Sundays
_10:30 a.m. |

To join the group, please email
pastorgina@WeAreMtHermon.com
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Communion Distribution
and Blessings

on Sunday —e—
October 18th

Enter paved parking lot near the bus E
and loop in front of the church office.

Live Streaming
and Recording of| =
worship

If you would like to contribute to this miﬂnis_;ry,
mark your check or envelope
"LiveStreaming Ministry"
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Evening
devotions

Wb

Whotwen Mo)a'-ruw# Rovers 6 : 3 5 pm

‘«I’?I e Wl taver,

Join the FaceBook
community
for a time of

daily reflection.

Pastor Gina

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SB153820. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2020 OneLicense.net. Annual License A-
730945. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.
Used by permission. Copyright © 2020 Christian Copyright Licensing International. Annual License #2016869. All rights reserved.
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Tithes, and Offering for 09/20/2020
Live Stream Worship - 128+
Drive-In Communion - 60

Current & Benevolent Received $3,507.05
Building Improvement Received $345.00
Growing on Holy Ground Received $830.00
Live Streaming This Week $0.00
Live Streaming Total Rec’d $6,033.27

Honorariums and Memorials (all funds)

In memory of Lynwood Crout by Perry & Trudy Bouknight, Ann
Bouknight, Cindy & Joel Price, Karen Nicholson, Terry & Allison

Swygert, Jean & James, Friendship Sunday School Class, Ryan &
Jennifer Price

Your continued financial support to the work of God at Mt. Hermon is needed. You may drop
your check in the US Mail: 3011 Leaphart Road, West Columbia, SC 29169. You may also
drop it in the locked box on Leaphart Road. Some of you have taken advantage of banks
mailing a check straight to Mt. Hermon. Many of you are taking the opportunity to use
online giving. Thank you for your financial and spiritual support to Mt. Hermon!

Tithe.ly Online Giving.
You may download the Tithely app and select
Mt. Hermon Lutheran Church 3011 Leaphart Road

Or you may give from our website at www.mthlc.com and select
Online Giving http://www.mthlc.com/online-giving.html
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MT HERMON PRAYS ...
*family of Lynwood Crout

Homebound and Care Facilities
Patricia Bachman, Carolina Gardens Rev. Everette Price, home

Alberta Berry, home June Roof, Rapha

Hazel Bockus, Carolina Gardens Tom Roof, home

Nell Buff, home Lois Watson, Lexington Place
Lila Catt, home Lena Wessinger, Presby. Home

Margie Hook, home

Members in Special Need of Prayer
Bryce Addy Becky Koon Gene Schofield
Suzie Wattenbarger Rodney Oswald Jeff Bucknam

Family and Friends Who Have Requested Our Prayers
Jimmy Mills, father of Tommy Mills

Bob Eastwood, brother-in-law of Marie Kleckley

Harold & Mary Prater, parents of Ray Prater

Molly Kate Shealy, friend of Jean Shealy

Chuck Bachman, nephew of Jean Shealy

Floyd Fuller, uncle of David Marsh

Dawn Mcllwain-Merck, friend of Robin Ellisor

Gary & Linda Hodgin, friends of Herb Bucknam

Lois Moore & family, family of Dennis & Cyndi Thurman
Bill Harrell, friend of Ryan & Jennifer Price

Don Morris, father of Keith Morris

Cheryl Coureville, friend of Herb Bucknam

Iris Wellborn, sister of Earl Sease

Richie Tallent, friend of Danny Scott

Mandy McLemore, co-worker of Amanda Boyd, Kim Addy, & Alyson Price
John Catoe, family of Ellisors

Jenifer Gooding, co-worker of Joel Price Jr. & Mary Price
Sherri Crapps, sister-in-law of Linda Waters-Hamilton
Megan Sease, granddaughter of Earl & Mary Frances Sease
Tommy Roof, son of Tom & June Roof

Martha Eastwood, sister of Marie Kleckley

Eric Powell, friend of Kim Fulmer

Jason Wardlaw, friend of congregation

Andrew & Candice Coleman, friends of Erica Conklin
David Hydrick, cousin of Buddy Hydrick

Clara Shultz, friend of Sheila Starkey

Debbie Smith & family, niece of Dennis & Cyndi Thurman
Sarah Hiltz, granddaughter of Buddy & Angie Hydrick
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NEXT WEEK'S EVENTS

Sunday, October 4t 18% Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 am  Worship - Live Stream
3:00 pm Zoom: SC Bishop Installation
*No Drive-In Communion October 4t

Monday, October 5t
6:00 pm  Worship Team Meeting via Zoom

Tuesday, October 6t
6:00 pm  Executive Committee Meeting via Zoom

Wednesday, October 7th
9:00-11:00 Food Pantry (Andrea Bowers & Jo Leach)

Friday, October 9t
12:00 pm Sunday’s Bulletins will be in the mailboxes

Saturday, October 10t
9:00-11:00 Food Pantry (Parker & Diane Boulware)
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www.WeAreMtHermon.com
3011 Leaphart Road
West Columbia, SC 29169

Mt. Hermon Lutheran Church

803.794.6430
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Rev. Gina D. Metze, Pastor 803.951.3784 PastorGina@WeAreMtHermon.com
Ruthie Brannen, Director of Music Ruthie Brannen@gmail.com
Susan LaCons, Parish Administrator 803.794.6430 Susan@WeAreMtHermon.com

Matt Hansen, Seminarian Matthew.Hansen@my.Ir.edu

CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS

Ronnie Fulmer, President Marion Leaphart, Vice President
Robin Ellisor, Secretary Parker Boulware, Treasurer
Annette Price, Financial Secretary Ricky Bouknight & Terry Swygert, Sextons

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS

Sunday, September 27t 17t Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 am Worship - Live Stream
10:30 am Sunday School via Zoom

Wednesday, September 30th
9:00 -11:00 Food Pantry (Angie Hydrick & Doris Maddox)

Friday, October 2rd
12:00 pm Sunday’s Bulletins will be in the mailboxes

Saturday, October 3rd
9:00-11:00 Food Pantry (Koon Family)

Pastor Gina
will be on

VACATI™N

Thursday, October 1st thru
Sunday, Oct. 11th
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