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POND ROAD EROSION PROJECT

Plymouth nabs $100K grant

DPW will make sure
town meets June
deadline

PLYMOUTH - Chalk up
another winning grant appli-
cation for the town’s Division
of Environmental Manage-
ment.

The state has announced a
new series of grants under
the Coastal Pollution Reme-
diation (CPR) Program and,
near the top of the money
list, with a grant of just less
than $104,000, is Plymouth’s
poetically named “Pond Road
Stormwater Drainage Imple-
mentation Project.”

Pond Road is an unpaved
road in the south end of Ply-
mouth characterized by steep
sections that consistently suf-
fer significant erosion dur-
ing rainstorms, resulting in
sediment and pollutants being
carried into Great Herring
Pond.

According to the grant an-
nouncement, Great Herring
Pond has a direct connection

to the Cape Cod Canal and.

provides important habitat
for two species of herring -
blueback and alewife — both of
which are listed as federal
species of concern.

The town of Plymouth re-
ceived a CPR grant last year to
design this system, and this
year’s grant, along with near-
ly $100,000 in matching
funds and in-kind services
provided by the Plymouth
Department of Public Works,
should ensure the comple-
tion of the project by June.

“The residents of that area
are ecstatic,” Plymouth Envi-
ronmental Technician Kim
Tower told the OId Colony.

“It’s been an ongoing issue for
over a decade, discharging un-
treated water and sediment
into the water there, and af-
fecting the herring run”

Once completed, Tower said,
the town the erosion to
be dramatically reduced, the
runoff nearly eliminated and,
perhaps most importantly, the
pollutants that were making
their way into the pond water
practically eliminated.

That will be accomplished,
Tower explained, with a vari-
ety of systems, including oil
separators, bio-retention areas
and a kind of rain garden
(similar to the one at Nelson
Park).

The work should begin in
March and in order to be able
to utilize state funds it has to
be completed by June.

“Great Herring Pond is one
of the largest ponds in South-
eastern Massachusetts and I
want to thank Secretary Sulli-
van (Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Energy and Environ-
mental Affairs) and the town
of Plymouth for recognizing
the importance of maintaining
and improving the overall
health of the pond and its
unique marine life,” Senate
President Therese Murray
said. “There is a direct rela-
tionship between the envi-
ronment and our quality of life.
And I will continue to advocate
for the protection of the envi-
ronment and our coastal wa-
ters on the South Shore and
Cape Cod.”

A total of $400,000 in
grants was awarded through
the Coastal Pollution Reme-
diation (CPR) Program for
five projects designed to pro-
tect Massachusetts coastal wa-
ters.

The projects receiving fund-
ing include efforts to design
and implement controls for
runoff pollution from road-
ways and parking areas and the
installation of a boat pump-out
facility for both commercial
and recreational vessels.

Along with Plymouth, the re-
cipients of CPR funding in-
cluded the communities of
Duxbury, Hingham, Ipswich
and Marshfield.

Municipal sources in these
communities are expected to
match the grants with an ad-
ditional $247,000, either in
money or in-kind services,
thereby extending the power of
the grant program.

The mission of the CPR
grant program, which is ad-
ministered by the EEA’s Office
of Coastal Zone Management
(CZM), is to improve coastal
water quality by reducing or
eliminating what is known as
nonpoint source (NPS) pollu-
tion.

The leading cause of water
pollution in the nation, NPS
pollution is caused by con-
taminants that are swept along
by rainwater and snowmelt,
transported by runoff or
through manmade drainage
systems, and deposited into
the nearest water of body of
water.

“We are particularly excited
about this year’s batch of
awards, which will lead to im-
mediate improvements in local
coastal water,” CZM Director
Bruce Carlisle said. “Through
the CPR grants program, CZM
is able to directly support the
efforts of coastal communi-
ties to open shellfish beds, im-
prove water quality at public
beaches and protect impor-
tant coastal habitats.”
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