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NEXT REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING:  WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 7, 2018 beginning at 10:00 A.M. at AAA-Mid Atlantic, Hamilton, NJ.  Dominic J Magnolo, Trenton Executive Director of Duane Morris Government Strategies will do a presentation.
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  I’d like to thank everyone for a very productive January meeting.  The best way to keep our association strong is to participate and be active.  I’d like to encourage members to sign up for one of our newly formed committees regarding social media or legalized marijuana.  If you have any ideas regarding training, please contact our training coordinator, Rich Maxwell, and we will do our best to host it for the membership.  As a reminder, meetings will begin promptly at 1000 hours, please plan accordingly.  Thanks, and as always, stay safe.  Nick

	AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES: NHTSA says drivers can expect a mixed fleet of autonomous and 
conventional cars for decades.  Autobrake, for example, won’t be in 80% of registered vehicles until 2033, 
even with automakers pledge to make it by 2022.  Uber and Lyft are saying they are testing an autonomous 
vehicle it aims to bring to ride-hailing and ride-sharing services early next decade.

SEEING MOTORCYCLES:  More than 8,000 two-wheeled crashes with motorcycles could be prevented or
immigrated each year by equipping passenger vehicles with front crash prevention, lane maintenance and
blind spot detection systems design to detect motorcycles.

REAR VIEW CAMERAS REDUCE CRASHES:  Rearview cameras can be expected to prevent nearly 1 in 6
police-reported backing crashes, an Insurance Institute for Highway Safety study concludes.  The study 
compared rates of backing crashes for vehicles equipped with rear view cameras from four manufacturers
with crash rates for the same models without the feature On average, the cameras cut crashes by 16%. 
Drivers ages 70 and older appeared to benefit the most. 


MARIJUANA IS DANGEROUS FOR TEEN DRIVERS:  Although a majority of teenagers recognize that impaired driving is dangerous, rough fully a third of teens and a quarter of parents think it’s legal to drive under the influence on marijuana in states that permit recreational use of the drug for adults.  Eighty eight % of the 2,800 high schoolers surveyed and 93% of the 1,000 parents agreed that alcohol impaired driving is dangerous while 68% of tens and 76 % of parents said that driving under the influence of marijuana is risky. Data found that insurance claim rates under collision coverage rose about 3% overall after recreational marijuana began in Colorado, Oregon and Washington, the first 3 states to permit recreational use of the drug for adults 21 and older.
CHRISTMAS CRASH STATISTICS:   2017:-7  Tinton Falls Boro, Passenger Car Driver.  Gloucester Township, Passenger Car Driver.  Brick Township, Pedestrian.  Hamilton Township Atlantic County Passenger Car Driver Passenger Car Passenger.  Lakewood Township, Pedestrian. 

ALCOHOL STILL KILLS:  Alcohol research is clear when it comes to impaired driving.  Alcohol remains the biggest threat.  One third of all drivers who die in crashes in the U.S. have BAC of 0.08% or higher.  That number hasn’t changed since 1994.  Nearly 7,000 deaths could have been prevented in 2015 if all drivers were below the limit.                                                                                                                                                                               
NJ WEIGHTS AND MEASURES: The NJ Division of Weights and Measures will test Radar tuning forks for departments A through M at the February 7 meeting.  Departments N through Z will be tested at the March 7, 2018 meeting.  Please keep your tuning forks together by rubber band or in a large envelope.  Also bring along a blank department letterhead, a self-addressed envelope, a purchase order or voucher.  The cost is $10.00 per fork and made payable to NJ Division of Weights and Measures.  If either meeting has to be canceled, the testing will be done at the following meeting.  Details will be in the newsletter and on our website. 
As of January 22, 2018 there were 31fatalities on NJ roads compared to 55  during the same period in 2017,  A DECREASE OF 24 DEATHS. 
	COUNTY
	2018
	2017
	CHANGE
	COUNTY
	2018
	2017
	CHANGE

	Atlantic 
	01
	05
	-04
	Bergen 
	01
	02
	-01

	Burlington 
	04
	04
	00
	Camden 
	04
	06
	-02

	Cape May 
	01
	01
	00
	Cumberland 
	01
	01
	00

	Essex 
	05
	06
	-01
	Gloucester 
	01
	03
	-02

	Hudson 
	01
	03
	--02
	Hunterdon 
	00
	00
	00

	Mercer 
	01
	03
	-02
	Middlesex 
	04
	05
	-01

	Monmouth 
	00
	01
	-01
	Morris 
	02
	03
	-01

	Ocean 
	04
	04
	00
	Passaic 
	00
	02
	-02

	Salem 
	01
	03
	--02
	Somerset 
	00
	01
	-01

	Sussex 
	00
	01
	-01
	Union 
	00
	03
	-03

	Warren
	00
	01
	-01
	 
	
	
	


Deaths: Driver,15; Passenger, 04; Pedalcyclist,00; Pedestrian,12. Crashes, 28. 
	DEATHS IN NEW JERSEY:  The death rate in NJ as of this publication is 607 – much more than expected, 
or predicted.   We were hoping that we would not pass 500 but we saw early on that 500 was fast
fadding early on.  There was talk going around blaming the increase on the stable price of gasoline and 
more than likely that was it.  The other talk I heard is to put the blame on Trump but the reasoning fell short
 of what is proper for this publication.  The best we can do is try to make it 500 in 2018 – that we can do.  

MEETING CANCELATION: If we have to cancel a meeting for any reason it will be posted on our website,njptoa.org, the day of the meeting.  We will try to give as much notice as possible.  
SAFER-RIDE:  NHTSA's SaferRide will help keep drunk drivers off our roads by allowing users to call a taxi or a friend and by identifying their location so they can be picked up.  
 ENGINE IDLING LAW:    Enforcement of motor vehicle idling (diesel and gasoline). Motor vehicle statute 
C. 39:3-70.2 revised by legislature to clarify that violation includes idling in addition to visible smoke
or contaminants in excess of standards. The Motor Vehicle and Traffic Act, C. 39:3-70.2, and Air Pollution
Control Act, C. 26:2C-1 should be cited. Minimum penalty amount for violation of C. 39:3-70.2 is $250.00.
Does not apply to motor vehicles idling in traffic or in a queue of motor vehicles that are intermittently 
motionless due to traffic or other conditions over which the driver has no control. Idling can be enforced on
 public roadways and on private property. Penalty monies go to municipality, county and state.   
AUTO CARS: Reports indicate that New York will probably be among the first to have cars that drive 
themselves. Wonder who gets the ticket when a violation occurs?                                                                       NHTSA RECALLS:  Initiated safety recalls require a manufacturer's action to announce and remedy the 
defects.  A recall is issued when a manufacturer or NHTSA determines that a vehicle, equipment, car seat,
or tire creates an unreasonable safety risk or fails to meet minimum safety standards. Most decisions to 
conduct a recall and remedy a safety defect are made voluntarily by manufacturers prior to any 
involvement by NHTSA.  Manufacturers are required to fix the problem by repairing it, replacing it, offering 
a refund, or in rare cases repurchasing the vehicle.  Using our VIN lookup tool, you can access recall 
information provided by the manufacturer conducting the recall which may be not posted yet on NHTSA’s site. 
An estimated 37 million vehicles are currently under recall for approximately 50 million defective Takata 
air bags that can explode when the air bag deploys, causing serious injury or even death. Additional air
bags are scheduled to be recalled by December 2019, bringing the total number of affected air bags to 
around 65-70 million. Takata supplied these defective air bags to many vehicle manufacturers for years, 
creating one of the largest and most complex recalls in U.S. history. NHTSA and vehicle manufacturers
urge the public to get their vehicles fixed as soon as possible; the recall repair is FREE. 
Vehicles affected: 2001-2003 Honda Acura and Ford Vehicles with Takata air bags..                                                                                                                                                       SUMMER TIPS:  Heatstroke can occur when a child is left unattended in a parked vehicle. Remember: Never leave a child alone in a parked car, even with the windows rolled down, or air conditioning on. Children’s body temperature can heat up 3 to 5 times faster than adults.  Always look in both the front and back of the vehicle before locking the door and walking away.  Heatstroke can occur in temperatures as low as 57 degrees. On an 80-degree day, temperatures inside a vehicle can reach deadly levels in 10 minutes.  Always lock your vehicle doors and trunk and keep the keys out of a child’s reach.
NEXT REGULAR MEETING FEBRUARY 7, 2018 AT AAA MID-ATLANTIC, HAMILTON, NJ
    

REMEMBER TO WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLETPROOF VEST WHILE ON DUTY


NJ Police Traffic Officers Association

PO Box 664

Voorhees, NJ 008043

856-220-1433

E-MAIL: njptoa@hotmail.com

2018 INVOICE

	DATE
	ITEM
	AMOUNT

	1/1/2018
	Annual Membership Dues for Police Department
	$50.00

	
	
	

	
	TOTAL:
	$50.00


DATE:  1/1/2018   SIGNED:  NICHOLAS SCHOCK, President 
Our Tax ID number is 22-2344113

Copies of purchase orders can be faxed to 856-783-0012 or scanned for an e-mail and sent to NJPTOA@Hotmail.com.

Note:  If you would like to receive the newsletter by e-mail instead of by postal mail, please send your request to njptoa.tparenti@gmail.com
(Please check mailing label.  Correct if necessary by phone call, text, or e-mail)
