Athens Lutheran Church
Newsletter August2019
I’m A Stranger Here
I’m but a Stranger Here…
Do you sometimes feel alienated fr om the wor ld ar ound you? The Rev. Dr . Dale Meyer posits that
question in his Meyer Minute for July 31, 2019. If I didn’t know better, I would think that he was talking
about me. I have been pretty much of a loner for most of my life. I had friends as a child and hung out with
them from when we got up until evening, but I was never lonely when I had to fend for myself. As an adult,
I tend to be an introvert and enjoy people watching; back before 9/11, I flew a lot, often multiple times a
week. I would get to the airport early and sit near a gate that was boarding and watch people as they said
good-bye. When I watched arriving flights, I would watch the faces as they exited the jet way. Did their eyes
look for the signs to baggage claim or were they looking for someone there to greet them? How did they
react, I loved to watch the joy of a son or daughter greeting daddy or mommy after a time away. It was safe,
I didn’t have to interact with anyone, I could be alone in a crowded space. In a lot of ways, I have always felt
alienated from the world.
I have wor ked with people in my differ ent jobs for 40 year s and I love inter acting
and working with others to solve problems, but I have always felt different. I can’t really
explain it but that is how I am wired. But over the past few years I feel totally out of
place in the culture in which we live.
Last night I was wasting time and looking thr ough Facebook when I came acr oss a
video of a performer who surprised elementary school students when he showed up to
their school talent show. What caught my eye was how excited the kids were and how they knew every word
of the song he was singing. The performer goes by the name Lil Nas X and the song is Old Town Road. I
was enjoying the song and the kids when I heard one of the lyrics, from the mouths of the children: Cheated
on my baby You can go and ask her and then one worse that I won’t mention here. I am lost in a world where
2nd and 3rd graders know songs like this and sing them in school. (I am not naïve; I know that kids are taught
much worse in many schools but that doesn’t make it right. I also know that the lyrics are downright mild
compared to much of the tripe that passes as music these days, but the standard shouldn’t be so low that you
must dig a tunnel to get under it.) Maybe I am alienated from the world.
In r eading the pundits talk of how the pr esidential pr e-pre-primary debates went last night I am again
feeling like Dorothy in the Wizard of Oz: "Toto, I've a feeling we're not in Kansas anymore." The values
shown last night, and the understanding of our great country espoused by those who want to lead us, are
unrecognizable to me based on my education and upbringing and experience. I sometimes feel like Rip Van
Winkle after he woke from a 20-year nap. The country and culture I live in is foreign to
me. I don’t think that I am alone, I read many of your Facebook posts.
But the point of Dr . Meyer’s essay wasn’t that I am an oddball or that the culture left me
behind, rather my misunderstanding that I ever was a part of this culture. I recently read of
a pastor and author who not only left the pastorate but also renounced Christianity. (When
I searched for this, I found another pastor of a mega-church who had done the same thing.)
I can’t judge their motives nor their former faith but from reading their stories I don’t think
they were ever “sojourners and exiles”. They rejected Christianity because they tried to fit
it into their understanding of how the world around them works rather than understanding how Christianity
works despite how the world works. Their touchstone was their life in this world rather than Jesus.
When I do this same thing, I get frustrated. When I feel lost and left behind in a culture that
celebrates male weightlifters winning female athletic competitions, I want to cry for my country.
When I hear of people celebrating their abortions, I want to give up. When I see people trying to
change the very fabric of our form of government because they don’t like who won this or that
election, I want to scream.
Continued….
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But J esus pr edicted this: John 16:33 I have said these things to you, that in me you may have
peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world." It
must have been worse for Jesus, He came into a world that He created, to be rejected by people
He created and loved; to be abandoned by His closest friend and was betrayed by one of them.
Jesus knows how you feel, and He is here to support you through your feelings of alienation.
Please realize that you will be alienated from this world until the time that Jesus comes and
restores creation to its perfect state.
In the meantime, we can take guidance from what God wrote to the exiles in Babylon through the prophet
Jeremiah: Jeremiah 29:4-7 "Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have
sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their
produce. 6 Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in
marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. 7 But seek the
welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare
you will find your welfare.
We live our lives normally, but understanding that we don’t belong, we are indeed strangers and aliens, but we have a charge from God to work for the welfare of the place in which we live.
All the while knowing that we don’t belong and will one day go to our homeland where we
will live eternally with Jesus.
The Meyer Minute for July 31, 2019
Do you sometimes feel alienated fr om the wor ld ar ound you?
Yesterday at a stop light I looked over at the car next to me. The
driver and passenger, both teens in a parent’s expensive car, were preoccupied with their phones. When the light turned green, I let them get away
from me. More and more I feel like an old fuddy-duddy. It’s more than tech
and teens. Have you ever imagined how you’d be ridiculed if your true
religious beliefs were known? I believe in heaven and hell, in a six-day
I’m But a Stranger Here
creation, that Jesus means it when He says He’s the only way to heaven
LSB 748 (John 14:6), and other old-fashioned beliefs. Put those beliefs out in public
and you’ll be laughed at. Decades ago America was nominally Christian,
1 I’m but a stranger here,
public morality followed the Ten Commandments more or less, and the
Heav’n is my home;
beliefs of the church were largely accepted in public life. No more. When
Earth is a desert drear,
our beliefs are known today, many people think we’re peculiar.

Heav’n is my home.
Danger and sorrow stand
Round me on ev’ry hand;
Heav’n is my fatherland,
Heav’n is my home.

2 What though the tempest rage,
Heav’n is my home;
Short is my pilgrimage,
Heav’n is my home;
And time’s wild wintry blast
Soon shall be overpast;
I shall reach home at last,
Heav’n is my home.
3. Therefore I murmur not,
Heav’n is my home;
Whate’er my earthly lot,
Heav’n is my home;
And I shall surely stand
There at my Lord’s right hand;
Heav’n is my fatherland,
Heav’n is my home.
Text: Public domain

1 Peter was wr itten to “sojourners and exiles” who lived in Asia Minor
(1:2; 2:11). Are those words literal or figurative? Were those Christians
literally outsiders, like today’s immigrants, or is it just figurative, “I’m but
a stranger here, heaven is my home”?
Many scholar s favor a liter al under standing. Those ear ly follower s of
Jesus were not a majority of the population; they were a very, very small
minority who were ridiculed because they didn’t agree with popular
morality, didn’t believe all roads lead to heaven, and tended to keep to
themselves. They felt alienated from the world around them.
You can wor r y about Chr istians who don’t feel some sense of alienation
from today’s public life. They’re not understanding the distinctiveness of
following Jesus Christ. And should you feel alienated because the beliefs
you espouse in the safe surroundings of your church are not the beliefs you
bump into during the week, then you are blessed. You are experiencing in
often uncomfortable ways that following Jesus Christ in head, heart and
conduct is distinctly different than blending into today’s public spirituality.
Yes, you are “peculiar” in a special sense of that old word. You are claimed
by the heavenly Father to be His own. The King James Version translated 1
Peter 2:9, “Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
peculiar people.” The ESV translates “peculiar” as “a people for his own
possession.” Out of step with today’s world? Let the reason be you’re
following Jesus.
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July Attendance:
Our Gifts to the Lord ~ July 2019

8am

SS

10:30 am

Offering this month:

$10,625.18

7/7

10

29

47

Expenses:

$11,985.50

7/14

9

28

41

7/21

15

25

38

7/28

18

29

38

Difference:

Join us at Dominion
Senior Living Center
for Praise & Song the
1st & 3rd Monday at
11am…. and at
Athens Place the 1st &
3rd Tuesday at 4:15.

We held Vacation
Bible School the week
of July 9th and had a
great turn out.!

- $1,360.32
We had the opportunity to
host the TN Wesleyan's,
Love Thy Neighbor Project
again on July 13th.
Thank you to all who
volunteered to assist
with this project.

August Birthdays
3rd
5h
6th
9th
11th
13th
17th
30th
8th
20th
26th

Ed Little
Elizabeth Borchers
Jeremiah Clift
Pastor Munch
Ellie Sellin & Kenneth Fite
Collin Austin
Nancy Storey
Nancy Arfsten

August Anniversaries
Alan & Diane Healey
Del & Shari Tesch
Janis & Hal Wenzel

Thanks to all who
volunteered to assist as
it was much
appreciated.
Fun time had by all.
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Jerry & Elizabeth Borchers
Jerry and Elizabeth Borchers are charter members of the church. They have been in attendance since 1971 and
helped to organize it into Athens Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.

Jerry grew up in a farming community in Danforth, Illinois. He received an electrical engineering degree from
the University of Illinois. After college, he obtained a job with Westinghouse-Small Motor Division and moved to
Lima, Ohio. Elizabeth got a dental hygiene degree at West Liberty State College outside of Wheeling, West
Virginia, which is her hometown. She also moved to Lima for a job. God brought them together by placing them to
live in the same apartment complex.
Jerry & Elizabeth got married in 1971 and moved to Athens, as Westinghouse built a plant
here. They expected to stay here about two years but Jerry kept moving up in the ranks and
eventually became plant manager. Elizabeth had no trouble getting a job as she was the first
dental hygienist in Athens. In the early days, she worked part time for three dentists. She is
not sure if the patients were more amazed to have a woman, a Yankee or a Lutheran working
in their mouths.
They have two children Scott and Deanna. Scott has a doctorate in philosophy and lives in
Murfreesboro, TN. Deanna is a geologist. She is married to Steve and they have two beautiful girls, Anna, age 9 and Marte who is 6. They live in Seattle which is too far from the grandparents. However, it is closer than Norway where they lived previously for 2 ½ years.
Both Jerry & Elizabeth retired in 2003 and built our dream home on Luther Ridge. Jerry plays pickle ball and
does woodworking. Elizabeth goes to the YMCA for a 6:00 a.m. exercise class, plays bridge, delivers Meals on
Wheels and cooks for Grace House once a month.
Jerry and Elizabeth said “We have been blessed to be able to travel to many foreign countries Bora Bora, being a
favorite, plus all 50 states including all 30 major league baseball parks. Our favorite trip was to Israel. To actually
be where Jesus lived was so spiritual!

Houston Astro’s

Deanna & Steve,
Anna & Marte
Wedding Picture
Seattle Glass Museum with
grandchildren! A Favorite place
since they live there.

We have been blessed in many
ways including having all of you
as our church family.”
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