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August News & Events
Sunday August 6
The Rite of Installation for Pastor Amy Heinz
John Sutherland, one of the assistants to Bishop Hoyme will do the
installation and preach August 6.
Special offering-The Northwest Synod of Wisconsin has established a Fund for Leaders to help seminary students off set the
cost of tuition. A special leadership fund offering will be collected
as part of Pastor Amy’s installation service.
Congregational Meeting –After worship on August 6 a
congregational meeting will be held to discuss the septic problem
and/or vote on what needs to be done to remedy the situation. Plan
to attend. A vote will be taken in the event that expenses from the
project exceed $2000.00. The property co-mission needs congregational approval before the work begins.
Potluck Reception—Members of Trinity Lutheran, Unity,
invite members of Our Saviour’s to a potluck reception at 11:15 following worship to celebrate the installation of Pastor Amy Heinz.
Bring
your favorite dish to pass.
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Property Co-Mission – The church roofing project is on hold
until cooler weather this fall. The shrub area on the north side of
the church on either side of the door will be landscaped with
rock. Contact Ed or Kurt to help out. After a rotten egg smell was
reported, a valve was replaced on the propane tank. Surface water
is entering the holding tanks. The tanks need to be checked to see
if gaskets need replacing, or possible crack in tanks. A large
backhoe will need to be brought in as the top of the tanks are 9
feet below the ground surface. Closing the basement bathrooms
and converting the area to storage was discussed. Information
will be presented during the announcements on Sunday July 23.
A congregational meeting will be held August 6 to discuss the
septic problem and/or vote on what needs to be done to remedy
the situation. Kurt Staab reporting.
WELCA – no meeting in June. Anniversary Dinner is planned
for October 15. Dorothy Pagel reporting.
Worship – no meeting in June. Barb Krug said she liked the 4page bulletins which contained the worship service and readings
and would like to see this format used again. Carol Lekies reporting.
Treasurer’s Reports
Our Saviour’s - Barb Krug made a motion to accept the report,
Kurt Staab seconded. Passed
Joint Treasurer’s Report – No report.
Old Business:
Call process done.
New Business:
The church signs on the corners of County Road E & O and on
Apple need refurbishing. Contact Ed if you can help.
Instillation of Pastor Amy Heinz will be August 6. Paula, Elaine,
Barb and Ed will be assisting. Pastor John Sutherland, assistant to
the bishop, will do the instillation and preach. Members of Our
Saviour’s are invited to Trinity Lutheran, Unity for a pot-luck
reception for Pastor Heinz following worship. Our Saviour’s will
not be doing a reception as pastor has to get to Unity for worship.
Paula made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Elaine seconded.
The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Meet Pastor Amy Heinz
Pastor Amy Heinz is a recent graduate (Master of Divinity) of Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa, and
comes to Our Saviour,s with previous management experience in both profit and notfor-profit settings. She studied flute performance as an undergraduate at The University of Texas at Austin, and non-profit management as a graduate student at The University of Wisconsin at Madison. She also
plays piano, organ, and hand bells.
Husband Mark is self-employed as
an accountant and musician (specializing in
clarinet, sax, keyboard, and accordion).
Mark and Amy are looking forward to finding the best fish fry in the
area. Their oldest son, Jonathan, works as a diesel mechanic for River States Truck and Trailer in La Crosse. Their youngest, Ben, is a
senior at UW-Madison majoring in bio chemistry and Russian.
In her free time, Pastor Amy likes reading, word puzzles, jigsaw
puzzles, watching football (UT Longhorns and MN Vikings-go
ahead and throw those rotten tomatoes at the Viking fan!) and yarn
(yes, just… yarn).
Favorite scripture passage right now? Romans 8:31-39. Go look it
up and see what you think!
The ordination service of Amy
Mohwinkel Heinz was July 13,
2017 at Trinity Lutheran Church,
La Crosse. Rev. Rick Hoyme,
Bishop, Northwest Synod of
Wisconsin presided. Rev. Timothy J. Smith preached for the
event. Barb Krug, Ed Rowe,
Brenda & Todd Nernberger of
Our Saviour’s attended the event.
Pictured are Pastor Amy with
Bishop Hoyme.

Provisional minutes
submitted by Carol Lekies, acting secretary.
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A note from Pastor Amy
As I emerged from the hectic week that was ordination, someone
asked me if I felt any different. I do feel different, but it’s not what
I expected. The only word I can find in my vocabulary for how I
feel is “claimed.” I feel claimed. By God. By two congregations
excited to begin anew. By my home congregation in La Crosse, and
all the congregations of which I have been a member. By my family
and friends. By the synod, the ELCA, and the global church.
Claimed even by those dear ones who now are alive in Christ, and
who I long to see again.
I’ve known for my entire life that I have been claimed by most of
these people, and by God first and foremost, but having it marked
in such an intentional way at ordination reminded me of it in a big
way. You have also been claimed—by your family and friends,
your co-workers, your congregation, and your community. Most
importantly, in all these settings and in many different ways you
have been claimed by God for
service in Christ’s name. And
now God has claimed us and
called us together through the
Holy Spirit, and together we
will discover what God would
have us do, in all kinds of places
and in all kinds of ways. It
doesn’t matter if we feel inadequate to the task, overwhelmed
by the process, or overconfident
in our abilities; it is enough to
do it in Jesus’ name.
“But now thus says the Lord,
the One who created you…’Do
not fear, for I have redeemed
you; I have called you by name,
you are mine.” [Isaiah 43:1]
In Christ’s service,
Pastor Amy
revamyheinz@gmail.com
Cell: 608-498-5772
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Proclamation

Women from the
NW Synod of
Wisconsin at the
recent Triennial
Gathering. Marian Nernberger
back row left
side.
Carol Lekies
front row left
side.

Council Minutes
Our Saviour’s July Council Meeting
The meeting was called to order on July 17 by president Ed Rowe
with six members present,
Paula Stroinski, Elaine Hallgren, Kurt Staab, Barb Krug, Carol Lekies, Dorothy Pagel and Ed Rowe.
Ed read the minutes of the June joint meeting with Trinity at Unity.
Dorothy made a motion to accept the minutes. Paula seconded.
Passed.
Parish Secretary’s Report
Newsletter deadline this Friday.
Co-Mission Reports
Agape – Personal care kit collection continuing throughout the
summer. We will begin collecting items for school kits. Carol
Lekies reporting.
Education & Youth – VBS coming July 26. Activities will be at
Our Saviour’s. Still time to register. Barb Krug reporting.
Finance Co-Mission – Funds are ok. Phone and electric bills
checked over. The propane budget was reviewed. Our Saviour’s
has a credit balance of $687.53. Propane will be locked in at $1.19/
gal for the 2017-18 winter. Brenda Nernberger will be paying the
Pastor’s salary and mileage from a joint account. Elaine will pay
all other bills. Elaine Hallgren reporting.
13

Triennial Continued
Leymah Gbowee, A Nobel Peace Prize winner from Liberia,
has been called a loose cannon, a loose woman and a trouble
maker for peace. She says she needs to be the trouble maker of
the world to change the world. She has made a difference for
women rights and girls education in Africa. She also organized a
peaceful women’s protest that helped put an end to the Liberia’s
civil war.
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton gave the sermon during Thursday
evening’s worship. The topic of the sermon was the woman at
the well who Jesus asked for a drink of water. Scripture doesn’t
tell us what happened in this woman’s life or why she had 5 husbands. Rev. Eaton brought up the question of what might have
happened to her husbands? Maybe she buried all five. We don’t
know. She cautioned us not to be too quick to judge others.
Along this same line was a workshop by world-famous scripture scholar Mark Allan Powell. He said Bible Commentaries
were written by white, educated, European men. Powell explained how well-known Bible stories are understood differently
in other parts of the world based on race and life experiences.
He used the story of the prodigal son in his illustration.
On a happier note, I enjoyed singing in the choir. The director was from Mt. Dora, FL and invited the snowbirds to head
south for the winter and sing in his choir. He is director for music
and worship at St. Phillip Lutheran Church in Mt. Dora.
Central Lutheran Church is across the street from the convention center. Free mid-day organ recitals were offered. I made it
to one. The music was wonderful. The organ is huge having
over 5000 pipes. I also attended the National Lutheran Choir
concert there. Wow, choir and pipe organ, it doesn’t get any better than that!
Other highlights included meeting the editor of the Gather
Magazine after the film screening of “Beauty of Their Dreams,”
making new friends, voting in the quilt challenge, and shopping
in the Ra’ah Villeage exhibit area.
The next Triennial Gathering is in Phoenix, AZ in July of
2020. I plan on being there. I hope some of you attend with me.
For those who have family in the area, invite them to attend. The
event is open to all women. I met a friend who there with her
two sisters and step mom all from different parts of the country.
Carol Lekies
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Member News
Our Saviour’s council would like to thank the member s of the
transition team, Warren Behling, Harvey Halverson, Paula,
Stroinski, Brenda Nernberger, Nicole Anderson and Barb Krug.
Their work to get the congregational profile completed and
submitted took many hours and much thought.
We also want to thank the members of the call committee,
Brenda, Nicole and Paula. Even though it looked like things were
simplified for them by having Amy as a candidate from the beginning, their work to conduct an interview, submit more paperwork
and complete the process was time consuming.
Our Saviour’s has been blessed through this process!
Ed Rowe, Council President
Mary Guenther would like to thank ever yone for the bir thday
cards and letters.
Funeral—Rose Ann Guenther, 66, was laid to rest at
Our Saviour’s, Wednesday July 19, with Pastor Nancy
Amacher officiating. She was born August 22, 1950.
She passed away at Aspirus Care and Rehabilitation in
Medford on Saturday, July
8, 2017. Rose was united in
marriage to Harvey Guenther on
December 1, 2008 at Our Saviour's.
Rose is survived by her husband,
Harvey of Medford.
The cemetery association would like
to thank Mary Guenther for her recent donation.
(Above) Winner of the WELCA 2017 Triennial Quilt Challenge

National Human Trafficking Hotline

1-888-373-7888

If you suspect something call.
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Vacation Bible School
Getting S'more of Jesus—July 26
Through Bible stories, songs,
crafts, a scavenger hunt, an obstacle course and a camp fire with
S’mores, children learned that Jesus is the light of the world and to
let Jesus be their guide. In spite of
the rain, children had a good time.
Close to 50 children attended.
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Triennial Highlights
Thank you to everyone who helped to make this a memorable
event. Thank you to those who made Gift-in-kind items.
There were 3322 women present from every state and 11 countries.
Of course I did not get to met one from each state. The workshops
that I did attend were informative and helpful in looking forward to
what we can do. I makes one realize how large the organization is,
and how far the outreach.
One memorable quote that I will carry along, was if someone is
hateful or carries a grudge. She puts them in the microwave and hits
defrost. What a thought.
I encourage everyone to think about the opportunity to attend a
Triennial or even our own Synod convention to feel the work of the
Lord in all we do. Carol and I will discuss our time spent in Minneapolis at the August WELCA meeting. Come and see what we have
and more of what we learned.
Marian Nernberger
I recently attended my second WELCA Triennial Gathering. I
left with a heavy heart. The topics were troublesome. The main
speakers focused on the injustice in our world, some right in our
own backyard. Injustice isn’t pleasant to hear about. We are all encouraged to pray for our leaders and those working to make our
world a better place.
Young men in South America and Mexico live day by day with
little hope for a future. I can’t imagine my son being approached by
the Mara gangs and given three choices: run, die, or join. And if
you join, you have to kill a family member to show your allegiance.
We were told of a young boy approached after school. He ran home
with gang members in pursuit. They were met by his father who
said, “You will not take my son.” The father was shot in front of
the boy. This is only one of many injustices that take place. That is
why people risk everything and try to escape to America only to be
left in a locked in semi trailer in 100+ degree heat to die, as recently
happened in a Walmart parking lot in San Antonio, TX. I wish
there was an easy answer.
The Rev. Alexia Salvatierra, a national leader in the areas of
poverty and immigration and an ELCA pastor from southern California, spoke about the need for immigration reform. Salvatierra
says the average person can’t bear to look at the unnecessary and
unjust suffering that goes on. Immigration is a long, drawn out,
complicated, expensive project when you can afford a lawyer. Imagine the difficulties faced not having a lawyer and when not profi11
cient in the language.

Lutheran World Relief

Youth News

LWR School Kits
Imagine having to choose between a meal or
purchasing a notebook. Project Promise School
Kits are sent to places where even the few
required school supplies may be more than a
family can afford. Pencils and paper can help
write a positive future.
Our Saviour’s is collecting school supplies for Project Promise
Lutheran World Relief school kits. With summer half over, school
supplies will hit the shelves soon.
Shop the sales and pick up the following items:
70-sheet notebooks (wide or college ruled)
30 centimeter ruler *
blunt safety scissors
unsharpened #2 pencils
blue or blackball point pens
Crayons16 or 24 count
2 1/2” eraser
*We have rulers left over from last year.
Monetary donations are welcomed and used to purchase supplies
we are short of.

Our Saviour’s Sewers have been busy
making beautiful backpacks.
Please help fill them with supplies.
God’s Work, Our Hands.

Thank you for your support.

Our Saviour’s 2016 Lutheran World Relief Totals
102 school kits, 75 quilts, 33 layettes
There isn’t a lot of time. School kits, personal care kits and
quilts are shipped in October. Your donations are appreciated.
If you would like to help assemble, pack and ship these items,
call Carole Jari at 715-748-2753
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The first day of Sunday School will be September 10.
The program is for youth age 3—6th grade. To enroll first-time
children contact Barb Krug at 715-965-5696 or email
barbkrug@charter.net. Details will also be posted on the Sunday
School facebook page, Our Saviour’s Sunday School, and in

Confirmation Schedule to be announced.
This two year program starts in the 7th grade.

ATTENTION PARENTS
For Our Saviour’s to offer Sunday School, dedicated teachers
are needed. Materials and lessons are provided. If you love the
Lord and working with children, this may be a fit for you.
Contact Barb Krug if you would like to help.
Keep in mind, if we don’t teach our children to follow the Lord,
the world will teach them not to.

VBS Thank you
Parents, thank you for bringing your children to Vacation Bible
School. You ar e to be commended. Br inging your child to
VBS helps fulfill the promise made during baptism to nurture
them in their faith and prayers.
Lots of planning and hard work made this day possible. Take
the time to thank Barb Krug, coordinator and the following
 teachers & helpers: Danielle Garcia, Dalton Krug, Zach
Kawa, Kelsie Drake, Elaine Hallgren, Andrea Kawa, Margaret Hamann, Gerry Cypher, Kaci Klemm, Barb Krug
 treats maker: Amber Larson
 kitchen helpers: Marian Nernberger & Dorothy Pagel
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Youth News
Luther Park Bible Camp Highlights
What I liked most about bible camp was singing camp
songs and nine square. I had a good time. I hope I can go back
next. Thank you for letting me go and for the scholarship. I
camp.
Brayen Larson, age 7.
My favorite things to do at bible camp was gaga ball. My
favorite song was HeHaw. Next year we are saving up so we can
go for a week. Thank you for letting me go to bible camp.
Tanner Kunze, age 9.
I like the pool, 9 square in the air, and gaga. I also liked the
song Be Bold. We are saving up for a week next year. Thank you
for letting us stay and giving us money. Your camper,
Lexi Kunze, age 9.
This summer I went to Luther Park Bible camp in Chetek,
WI. I spent a week working on music, art, drama, and dance. In
the beginning of the week we were told to choose which category
we wanted to focus on. I chose art. Everybody was told they had
to do two songs together. One of them we wrote and the other was
from You Tube.
In the art group we made a phrase. We split the phrase into
6 parts and each person got 2 pieces of it. We each had to use a
different medium. It turned out to be a bible verse, “ Imitate God
in everything you do.” Ephesians 5:1.
Thank you to the church and my family for letting me go to
that amazing camp.
Angela VanDerleest, age 13.

Baby clothes needed for layettes
Sleepers
Wash Cloths (dark colors)
Bars of Ivory soap
Sweaters with hoods or caps
Receiving Blankets
Layettes also include cloth diapers. The women have enough
flannel for diapers. Donations are greatly appreciated.
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Fall Clothing Drive
Now through September 1
Mexico Clothing Drive and Homeless Veterans Project
We will be gathering clothes for our Mexico clothing drive from
now throughSeptember 1. Bring in clean clothes that are in good
shape, sizes children to adult.
We will also collect winter coats, caps or hats, gloves, mittens,
winter vests, and NEW long underwear and WOOL socks for the
Homeless Veterans project.
We will do this now so it won’t interfere with our other Christmas projects. If you have any questions call Carole Jari.
Sent to Mexico last year were: 32 quilts, 9 boxes of material,
and 12 boxes of men’s, women’s, children’s, and baby clothes.

Lutheran World Relief
Personal Care Kits
Our Saviour’s is assembling personal care
kits. Soap, combs, nail clippers & towels are
being collected for the kits. A towel is used
to wrap the items and secured with a rubber band or string.
Monetary donations to purchase items are also welcome. Light
weight, dark colored towels are preferred no bigger than 53”x27”.
Collection boxes and a sample personal care kit are in the fellowship hall.
Needed for each kit: 1 light-weight bath towel
2-3 bath-size bars of soap
an adult-size toothbrush
a sturdy comb
one metal nail clippers*
*We have nail clippers left over from last year.
Sending hope through a bar of soap.
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