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A LOOK BACK AND A LOOK FORWARD - This was a banner
year for us. The museum started it’s sixth year in the new building
with a completely new display concept. We divided the museum
into zones (quarry, fishing, boats & docks, wineries, etc.) and
started from scratch to design displays that better met the
expectations of our visitors. It was not just enough to push items
around, oh no! We moved walls, dug into our collection and pulled
out items that were amazing. Leslie created over 100 posters
describing the Island’s history. They contained hundreds of
pictures that were never shown before. We created a more intimate
history of the Island.
But that wasn’t all. Each year we feature a new display. In
previous years we displayed sport fishing and the Tin Goose, and
2016 was no exception. Our display, Bars & Saloons, started off
slow, but gained momentum when people realized that THEY had
just a little bit to share. So many things were loaned to us for the
display. Add to that our very popular Tarzan the Talking Dog of
Casino fame (in the 1960’s) and we were off and running.

AND FORWARD - So, what do we have planned for THIS YEAR?.
We are working on expanding the Business & Commerce section
and creating a whole new display called Kelley’s Island Kitchen. What was it like in your
grandmother’s, or even great grandmother’s kitchen? How did she do what we do today? Was
everything really made by hand? Well, we were a little surprised to find out that the early 1900’s
were the golden age of patents and creativity. Wait until you see what we found!
KELLEYS ISLAND KITCHENS By Patti Fresch
The kitchen is considered to be the heart of the home. This year’s special exhibit will
focus on early Kelleys Island kitchens. In researching early kitchens I marveled at the physical
labor that was involved in preparing the daily meals. Let’s imagine the start of a Fall day. Upon
awaking to the rooster in the back yard, the woman of the house enters the cold kitchen and
lights a candle or an oil lamp, no flipping a light switch, there is no electricity. She feeds the fire
in the stove, pumps water from the well, grinds the coffee to start the day. She answers the call
of nature in the outhouse and proceeds to gather the eggs for breakfast. The nasty rooster spurs
her and she promises to put him in the pot on Sunday. Inside the coffee smell wafts through the
air and she slices the smoked bacon that she got from the pantry. She fries the bacon in the
skillet on the wood stove, followed by the eggs fried in bacon grease, and toast the bread on top
of the stove. After breakfast is the clean up. More water was pumped, set on the stove to heat to
wash the dishes with soap that she made and it is now around 6 a.m. Her day has only started.
Imagine laundry day. Water needs to be pumped and heated followed by scrubbing the clothes
by hand, rinsing and twisting the clothes before hanging them to dry. Exhausting!
They early settlers did purchase certain food items such as flour
Did you renew your
and coffee but for the most part they had to grow and preserve
Membership!
their own food. They also kept livestock and did their own
If there is a form in this
butchering. Hunting and fishing provided variety in their diets.
newsletter, we have not yet
If you have any stories or suggestions for this exhibit, please
received your renewal.
contact me at pjefkiohio@gmail.com. Thanks and remember
Remember you can renew
"The past is how we got here" Patti Fresch
online at Join Now.
TAX SEASON COMETH – When you make a donation to us, it is tax deductible. And
remember to check the History box on your tax return. These funds go into a pool that is used
for grants.
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DONATIONS - History museums are not something that everyone thinks about. They just
seem to be there, hovering in the background. But as you can see, we believe that our Island’s
history is amazingly interesting. Where else can you experience the history of a community and
then actually go out and see where it all happened? But, like every other museum, we find that
sharing our history is not a big money maker. As a result, we rely heavily on donations. We
would like to thank the following members who so generously gave to us as part of our year-end
drive:
In memory/honor of Bill Gorchester – Deanna Allensworth; Robert Schnittker – Carol Schnittker; Dr. Jeanne
Lackamp – Jennifer McWilliams
General Donations – Ann Cassidy, Michael & Marjorie Gallagher, and Robert & Mary
Quillin
It’s not too late – You can still donate and help us continue to share our history. We
acknowledge each and every donation so you will be ready at tax time. Since we are a 501(C)(3)
corporation, your contributions are tax deductable. Your generosity keeps our doors open.

HERE’S WHERE WE SAY THANKS!
LIFE MEMBERS – We have a special place in our heart for our
LIFE members: Teri Behrends, Peg Bradburn, Jody Brausch,
Catherine Christie, Ila Dick, Jack & Rita Eaton, Anne Eddowes, Mike
& Vi Feyedelem, Charles & Cindy Herndon, Rose & David Herndon,
Frederick Himmelein, Rick Holmes, Robert & Nancy Howley, Bobby
Jo Kennedy & Chris Kipfer, Alison Kobs, John & Judy Kobs, John
Kobs II, Ed & Fran Kuchar, Knut Lahrs, Bob Luckay, Ed & Carol Nofziger, Kevin/Kim/Betty
Pape, Roger & Lynne Renwick, Daniel Schmoldt, Jodie & Scott Smith, John & Dee Spirk, Phil &
Valerie Stichter, Fred & Elizabeth Stueber, Carol Vogler-Bright, Fred & Betsy Walcott,
Madeleine & Roger Williams, Ned & Linda Williams, and Steve & Sally Williams-Weary.
We welcomed five NEW LIFE MEMBERS this year: Dan & Lizabeth Fresch, Michael &
Janet Killam, Peter Mooney, Christopher Walcott and Micki Wiles.
Our PATRON MEMBERS are pretty special too: Tom & Dee Hartley, Carol Lasser &
Gary Kornblith, Mary Jo Lacamp, David Lambros, Ron & Elaine Lickfelt, Allen/Diane/Erin
Nickles, William & Diane Scott, James Selfe and Toby Zettler.
OUR VOLUNTEERS – It’s hard to imagine, but we run this entire organization, gift shop and
museum using nothing but volunteers (except for the gift shop
manager, Shirley Selig who works so hard to stock and manage the
gift shop and Steve James who covers inside and outside
maintenance). Just two paid employees. That means, we rely on
VOLUNTEERS to keep this operation going. We extend a special
thank you to June Campbell, Anne Eddowes, Janet Killam, Leslie
Korenko, Ed Frindt, Knut Lahrs, Mary Ann Pileski, Sonia Taylor (who also does those beautiful
flower arrangements), and Mary Wilke. We also thank Bruce Korenko who cleaned up,
straightened and repaired the outhouse and picked up so many large donations for us. Let us
know if you are interested in Volunteering – KImuseum@msn.com.
BARS & SALOONS by Janet Killam and Patti Fresch
We would like to thank Gary and Jackie Finger for their generous loan of items for our
2016 Exhibition, Bars & Saloons on Kelleys Island. The Mongoose box from Martin's Bar, back
when McCune owned it, was a hit and startled many a person as the lid snapped shut. The
antique bar taps were in beautiful condition and many visitors fondly reminisced about the taste
of those old beers they used to drink. We appreciate the effort it took to dig these items out of
storage and clean them off, as well as your continual devotion to the museum. Thanks so much.
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We would also like to thank Jeri Dick Yoest for allowing us to feature her newspaper articles and
photographs of Tarzan, the talking dog from the
1950's. The photos showing Tarzan entertaining, playing
chess and being served by the likes of some human
celebrities, were so much fun. They added immeasurably
to the Casino part of our 2016 exhibit (Tarzan has his
own page on our website). And thanks to Lisa Matso for
sharing memorabilia from Matso’s Place and to Leslie
Korenko for finding all those old photos that told the
stories of the bars that are now long gone.
ADDITIONS TO OUR COLLECTION - Sometimes we have to shorten our list, by not
including an item’s history or not including every item that was donated. The whole story can
usually be found in our inventory (available on our website under Our Collection). Here are
some of the items that came to us late last year: LOIS BROWN reminded us that the ice boat
that we mentioned in the last issue was actually built by Lee E. Brown in the 1920’s as a
Christmas present for his son, Frank H. who was born in 1917. Lois said that the children would
set it on the ice and play with it.

Sometimes
items
come
home via long distance. STU HUMPHREY donated a weathered
board found by his friend Kieth Hodel who now lives in Florida. The name Pilkington Bros., St.
Helens, England came into use in 1892 and the company had a manufacturing facility in
Thorold, Ontario, shipping glass on Lake Erie until it was closed in 1924.
LEE & HELEN BROWN donated a spectacular hand-made quilt. What makes this so
very special is that it was made by Lee’s mother’s great-great aunt Mamie. You can see where
she embroidered her NAME and the date 1892.
JIM SELFE (yes, a descendent of Elizabeth Selfe) donated 3 photos
taken by the original Jim Selfe and a reference book for our library (the
history of the interurban railway system on northwestern Ohio). One of these
cars is now a house on the Island, No. 33.
JUDY DUSHANE donated a Sunbeam mixer (above) – c1930 and two
boxes of horse tack, including collars, harnesses and single trees from the
Bauman farm.
On Loan from TERRY HAAS is this
spectacular Thomas Edison ‘portable’
phonograph with the classic morning glory horn! It will be
on display this summer on top of the piano. It is
magnificent.
She
also
donated a lovely sewing
machine.
We would love to get
some of the items onto
Pinterest – if we can find the
time.
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Thanks to Our Business Members
Support them like they support us.

Vi's Island Treasures
419-746-2268
http://www.kelleysislandcham
ber.com/place/vis-islandtreasures/

Kelleys Island Brewery
http://kelleysislandbrewpub.com/
419-656-4335

Register your Kroger Plus Card.
When you shop at Kroger
they donate to us.

www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com

Crafts Lakeview Lane
cottages, motel & bait shop
Email: KelleysIsland@cros.net
http://www.kelleysisland.com/pro
perties/crafts-lakeview-lane/

Lake Disposal Services
of Northern Ohio
http://lakedisposal.com/inde
x.html
877-582-6800
LakeDisposal@yahoo.com

The Charles Herndon
Galleries & Sculpture Gardens
www.charlesherndon.com
419 746-2249

Unc'l Dik's
833 Division St.
http://www.kelleysislandcha
mber.com/place/uncls-diks/

Use this link when you
shop Amazon
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=
smi_ge_rl_rd_gw?_encoding=
UTF8&ein=34-1329728

SHOP AT GFS
Just tell them your
business is
KELLEYS ISLAND HIST ASS
(just saying it is fun).

