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STAMP COLLECTING
IN THE XXI CENTURY

Austrian Lloyd Steam Navigation
Company, by Bill Sandrik
Only loose letters delivered directly to the

Volume 53 Issue 6

Enrique Setaro, US Citizen

GOALS: PROMOTING

Shown below is a cover from my exhibit collection of Austrian Lloyd postal history used in
1868. The cover is franked with a 15 soldi
issue of 1864 from Lombardy-Venetia, used in
combination with a 20 para Danube & Black
Sea Railway (D.B.S.R.) local stamp. Both
stamps are tied by a clear strike of the Lloyd
Agenzie Kustendje 22/9 circular cancel, and
was sent to Vienna. This cover is expertized
and signed by Otto Friedl and Edwin Mueller
of Mercury Stamp Company, and was formerly in the collection of Baron Rothschild II. It is
one of the major rarities in Austrian philately.
A similar cover sold a couple years ago in a
Vienna auction for over 50,000 Euros.
In the late 1850s, a British Company, the
D.B.S.R. secured a concession from the Ottoman Government to build a railway line between the towns of Kustendje (Constantza)
on the Black Sea and Czernawoda, located in
the Dobrudja (Romania) on the Danube River.
The service was inaugurated in 1860. The
local stamp was issued in 1865.

Austrian Lloyd Agent in Kustendje would affix
the local stamp as well as other postage
stamps as may be required, and cancel them.
All the letters would be carried 47 miles by
rail to Czernawoda. This short trip by rail was
created to shorten the trip by several days on
the waterways and the Black Sea between the
Danube Steamship Navigation Company's
(DDSG) terminus at Sulina, Romania with
Austrian Lloyd ships, who would put the mail
on DDSG steamers and traverse the Danube
river to Vienna.
Only a very few covers are recorded bearing
this ‘20 para’ local stamp, perhaps ten are
known. This cover is illustrated on page 134
of The Private Ship Letter Stamps of the
World, Part 2, by S. Ringstrom and H. E. Tester, where two other covers are illustrated. ©

This 20 para local stamp was created to indicate payment for an additional charge levied
on mails carried aboard the railway between
Kustendje and Czernawoda (and visa-versa).
Austrian Lloyd ships traversing the Black Sea
would dock at the port of Kustendje, unload
the mail, and letters (still in closed bags)
would then be put on the train.

HSC Weekly Meetings Information
The Hollywood Stamp Club meets
every Tuesday from 5 to 9 PM at
the Fred Lippman Multipurpose
Center, 2030 Polk Street,
Hollywood, FL 33020, US, North
America, Telephone: (954) 9213404.
All Club members are encouraged
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to submit articles, notices, or any
other data believed notable to our
membership.
Contact the Editor, Enrique Setaro,
by phone (305) 428-0516, via
Skype, ID: ensetaro or via e-mail:
ensetaro@gmail.com

MEMBER’S CORNER

Hal Peat

1949

Hi! To all Members

Gross Jay

1950

Maintaining a healthy and long continuity of an organization (Club) like ours, we need to recruit and
maintain good standing members.

The Committee and the Board wishes a warm welcome to these new members and wish them a
“HAPPY HUNT” finding their missing stamps to
complete their collection (s).

This article will be considered our first “Member’s
Corner” post where we are thinking of providing
continuous new information regarding memberships.
For this journal, we are starting by providing new
members’ names and their respective members
numbers. This was approved at our Board meeting
of September 11th, 2018.
Name:

Number

Susi Seiler

1947

Farah Juan L.

1948

Club membership fees:
First time applicant

$15.00

Yearly renewal:

$12.00

(These pricing will last until further changes)
WELCOME!!!!
Membership Chairman
Robert Lavoie Jr

PHILATELIC TALKS INITIATIVE.
When you are
offered a high
value stamp for
a very low
price,
remember this:
”If it too good
to be true, it
probably is.”

Using a “vintage” TV that I donated to the club, we
have started with some short talks about philatelic topics. The purpose was to provide a way of exchanging
information of interest to our membership. We started
with “British Old Currency System” on Stamps. These
talks will be delivered every other week for 10/15
minutes starting at 6 PM. The following talks were about
“Topical Cocoa/chocolate on Stamps”, “the Flight of the
Gelber Hund”, and “Great Britain Seahorses”. The latest talk discussed “Advertisement Labels, Panes & Booklets”. Other topics available are: “WW 2 Emergency Forces Messages”,
“Stylized Views of the Cities of France”, “Imperforate Steamships of Buenos Aires”, and
“Russia 1915-17 Currency stamps”. If any of our members would like to prepare and
deliver a talk, I can help if you provide scans of the material to be used and I
can set them up into an Adobe Acrobat File.©

Members: call for action
Have YOU considered sharing
your knowledge?
Why not write an
article for the
Hollywood Philatelist? Or share a
nice cover and a
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paragraph about
it. Contact the Editor at the meeting, or via E-

Mail, or call me
at 305-4280516.

Paraphrasing
President Kennedy:
Do not ask what
the club can do for
you. Far better, ask
what YOU can do
for the club.

HSC’s Officers and Members of the Board for 2018
Chairman of the Board: Karl V. Shallenberger
E-Mail: KarlShall@comcast.net
President: Parker A. Bailey, Jr.
E-Mail: pbaileyjr@comcast.net
Vice-President: Jacqueline Cortes
Treasurer: Richard Knierim
Recording Secretary: Hilda Bailey
Membership Chairman: Robert Lavoie, Jr.
Directors: Arthur Morris, Hamlet Gayadeen, Robert Lavoie,
Jr., Stephen Ehrlich, Alan Levak, Michael Rogers, and
Richard Sandler
Editor: Enrique Setaro; Asst. Editor: Thomas Walend

HSC Meeting Location on Map

HSC ACTIVITIES: PHILATELIC CALENDAR

HSC NEWS AND ACTIVITIES.

NOV 6. $5 Auction, door prizes, and refreshments

•

NOV 13 . Meeting, $5 Auction, door prizes and refreshments
NOV 20. $5 Auction, door prizes, and refreshments
NOV 27. $5 Auction, door prizes, and refreshments
DEC 4 . $5 Auction, door prizes, and refreshments
DEC 11 . Meeting, $5 Auction, door prizes, and refreshments
DEC 18 . $5 Auction, door prizes and refreshments

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
President’s Message:
As I am writing this it is hard to believe
that we looking back at another great
Hollywood Stamp Club year. We have
maintained our membership at approximately 200 members, again making us one of the largest
stamp club in the country.
The club has participated in several philatelic events. The
first was when the HSC helped sponsor the February ADSA
Show in Fort Lauderdale. We participated with the USPS in
the issuance and First Day Ceremony of the 2018 Forever
Flag booklet and coil stamps. The Hollywood Stamp Club
was mentioned in the official FDC folder and I was honored
to be a signer of this program for the club.
On Sept 14th the Hollywood Stamp Club helped sponsor
the Dedication of the First Responders Stamp. The ceremony was held at the Davie Police Department and attended by uniformed members of various police and fire departments, who were naturally being honored by this
3

Praga 2018: TRADITIONAL PHILATELY (AMERICA)
13030-13037
Frohlich, Alfredo
Chile, The Rouletted
Issue, 1877 - 1899,
90 Points. GOLD
Award. At Prague,

Czech Republic
•

Meetings: Dec 18
will be the last
meeting in 2018; on
January 1, 2019 the
Senior Center will
be closed , so the
first 2019 meeting
will take place on
January 8.

stamp, and members of the
HSC, public officials and the
general public. This was hosted by David Guiney, Postmaster of Fort Lauderdale. We got
media recognition with the
presence of four television stations and news media all of whom gave the event coverage
on their stations and newspaper (Sun-Sentinel).
We also had the largest Go-Go auction in May that the club
has ever hosted with the tables overloaded with goodies,
most of which were eagerly taken home by our members.
Naturally, no year could go by without our semi-annual
luncheons, this year being held at the Jacaranda Country
Club in Plantation in February and September. No one
went home hungry!
Now we are looking forward to next year and will make it
even better than ever. I hope that everyone makes his or
her best effort to make sure that it happens. In closing I
wish you all the best for the holidays and the next year. ©

HYPERINFLATION AROUND THE
WORLD: IMPACT ON CURRENCY
AND STAMPS

Hungary 1946

The pengő was the currency of Hungary between 1 January 1927, when it replaced the korona, and 31 July 1946,
when it was replaced by the forint. The pengő was subdiMost recently Venezuela is currently under a hyperinflation vided into 100 fillér. Although the introduction of the
period. We will review similar situations in the past in other pengő was part of a post-World War I stabilization procountries like Germany, Hungary, and Zimbabwe to see its gram, the currency survived for only 20 years and experienced the most serious hyperinflation ever recorded.
impact of currency and postage stamps.
The pengő lost value after World War II, suffering the
highest rate of hyperinflation ever recorded. There were
After World War One ended in 1918 Germany was left with several attempts to break down inflation, such as a 75%
high debts and reparation costs. The government started
capital levy in December 1945. However, this did not stop
printing money in the national currency, the mark, in order the hyperinflation, and prices continued spiraling out of
to buy hard currency and pay for the debt.
control, with ever-higher denominations introduced. The
denominations milpengő (one million pengő) and b.-pengő
As more marks were printed, they quickly lost value. But
(pronunciation: bilpengő, one trillion pengő) were used to
the worst of the crisis came after Germany missed payalleviate calculations, cut down the number of zeros and
ments in 1923, prompting French and Belgian troops to
occupy the Ruhr Valley, Germany's industrial heartland, to enable the reuse of banknote designs with only the color
and denomination name changed.
demand payments in hard assets. This led to strikes and
halted production.
Exchange rates (1 USD = X pengő): 10 July 1946
Germany 1923

In October 1923, inflation had spiraled to 29,500% a
month - with prices doubling every three-four days. A loaf
of bread, which cost 250 marks in January that year, had
risen to 200,000,000,000 marks in November. People collected their wages in suitcases.
The highest 1923
banknote denomination was
500 billion marks
(“Funfhundert
Milliarden
Marks”).
Agriculture Minis- 500 Mlrd Banknote
ter Hans Luther
proposed a plan that substituted gold for rye and led to
the issuance of the Rentenmark ("mortgage mark"),
backed by bonds indexed to the market price of gold. [18]
The gold bonds were defined at the rate of 2790 gold
marks per kilogram of gold, the same as the prewar gold
marks. Rentenmarks were not
redeemable in gold but only indexed to the gold bonds.
The domestic postal rate was 20
Marks in January 15, 1923; by
December 12 it was
50,000,000,000 Marks (50 Mrd).
The mint stamps of this period
are abundant and very cheap.
However, genuine used stamps
are hard to find. There are
many supposedly used stamps
50 Mlrd Official Stamp
with fake postmarks. Certification by a BPP Expert is a must for the higher face values or
hard to find stamps.
4

(4.6×1029) pengő.

460,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000
The adópengő (lit. "tax
pengő") was introduced on 1
January 1946 as an accounting unit for budget planning.
However, from 8 July 1946, it
could be used as legal tender.
It was intended to retain its
value as the pengő's fell.
100 Million Adópengő Banknote
However, although its value rose dramatically relative to
the pengő (finally reaching 2×1021 pengő), the adópengő
nevertheless suffered severely from inflation. By July 1946,
the adópengő became the only circulating currency as the
pengő's value had fallen to such an extent
that even the 100 million b.-pengő notes
were effectively worthless.

40,000 dópengő Stamp.

The domestic postal
rate for the period of
July 24-31, 1946 was
400,000 adópengő.

Zimbabwe
Hyperinflation in Zimbabwe was a period of currency instability in Zimbabwe that began in the late 1990s shortly
after the confiscation of private farms from landowners
towards the end of Zimbabwean involvement in
the Second Congo War.

During the height of inflation from 2008 to 2009, 1. That is, a 1
it was difficult to measure Zimbabwe's hyperinfla- followed by 25
tion because the government of Zimbabwe
zeros.
stopped filing official inflation statistics. However,
Zimbabwe's peak month of inflation is estimated
at 79.6 billion percent in mid-November 2008.
In 2009, Zimbabwe stopped printing its currency,
100 Trillion Dollars Banknote
with currencies from other countries being used.
In mid-2015, Zimbabwe announced plans to have
completely switched to the United States dol10,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 to 1). That
lar by the end of 2015.
many dollar bills piled up would reach to the closThe attached image shows Zimbabwe banknotes est star and back 100,000 times! By 2009 the
ranging from 10 dollars to 100 billion dollars
currency was losing half its value twice per day
printed within a one-year period. The magnitude and was useless.
of the currency scalars signifies the extent of the
At that point Zimbabwe abandoned its currencyhyperinflation.
and converted to the US Dollar, with the South
A monetarist view is that a general increase in
Africa Rand and Botswana Pula also circulating
the prices of things is less a commentary on the and accepted.
worth of those
things than on This printing of money and subsequent inflation
wrecked the country and also the Post Office. By
the worth of
2009, 90% of the schools were shut, and the
the money.
This has objec- postal system collapsed.
tive and sub- People there report surviving by using email, the
jective compo- telephone, and private messengers to conduct
nents:
business. Transactions were by barter, or expressed in foreign currency, mainly the USD. GroObjectively,
that the mon- cery stores made change with credit coupons in
ey has no firm USD, and gas stations would sell coupons good
Zimbabwe Banknotes Range
basis to give it a val- for x liters of petrol!
ue.

This photo shows a Lady preparing the weekly
Subjectively, that the people holding the money pay packets for a 4 person office. Then each
would
lack confidence in its ability to retain its value.
take a
Crucial to both components is discipline over the shopcreation of additional money. However, the Mu- ping
gabe government was printing money to finance bag for
involvement in the Democratic Republic of the
the
Congo and, in 2000, in the Second Congo War,
money
including higher salaries for army and governand go
ment officials. Zimbabwe was under-reporting its spend it
war spending to the International Monetary
quickly.
Fund by perhaps $23 million a month.
©
By February 2009, The Z$ had been devalued in
3 steps for a total devaluation of 10 Septillion to
5

British London Bridge: Then? Where?
Now?, By Editor
On June 15, 1825, the
first stone was laid by
the London Mayor of
London, John Garratt,
in the presence of the
Duke of York. Six years
later, William IV and
Queen Adelaide opened London Bridge 1831 Stamp
the New London Bridge
in 1831 and the old one was demolished.

City, AZ, submitted the
winning bid for
$2,460,000 in 1968.
McCulloch spent another
$7 million to move the
London Bridge to Lake
Havasu City which took a
total of three years.
London Bridge now at Lake

The bridge was shipped Navasu City, AZ.
by boat 10,000 miles to
Long Beach, California. From there, it was trucked to
Lake Havasu
City where it
This London Bridge
was stored
was built out of granin sevenite which was quaracre fenced
ried on Dartmoor. It
storage
was a structure of 5
compound.
arches, and its overall
On Septemdimensions were 928
ber 23,
1831 London Bridge
feet long and 49 feet
1968, the
wide.
Lord Mayor
Aerial View od London Bridge in Lake of London,
The new bridge, wide and spacious was busy at once
Havasu, AZ
Sir Gilbert
and even more so when the railways came to LonInglefield,
don, and London Bridge Station opened just south of
laid the corner stone. Robert Beresford, a civil engiLondon Bridge. Soon a new bridge user, "the comneer from Nottingham, England oversaw the reconmuter" joined the bridge's traffic and thousands
struction of the London Bridge in Lake Havasu City.
crossed Sir John Rennie's
bridge every day and
The current London Bridge (In London) was debecame its most familiar
signed by architect Lord Holford and engineers Mott,
scene.
Hay and Anderson. It was constructed by contractors
John Mowlem and Co from 1967 to 1972 and opened
In 2002 A set of stamps
by Queen Elizabeth II on 17 March 1973. It comprisshowed some of the Lones three spans of prestressed-concrete box girders, a
don bridges, including
total of 928 feet (283 m) long. The cost of £4 million
the 1831 Bridge.
Old 1831 Bridge with
(£51.9 million in 2016), was met entirely by the
heavy XX Century Traffic
In 1902-04, it was widBridge House Estates charity. The current bridge was
ened by means of corbuilt in the same location as Rennie's bridge, with the
bels, increasing the space between the parapets to
previous bridge remaining in use while the first two
65 feet and the footpath to 15 feet. In 1962, it was
girders were constructed upstream and downstream.
discovered that the London Bridge was "falling
Traffic was then
down," sinking into the Thames River because it was transferred onto
not adequate for the inthe two new
crease in traffic.
girders, and the
The City of London decided previous bridge
demolished to
to put the 130-year old
allow the final
bridge up for auction and
two central girdconstruct a new one in its
1973 London Bridge at the Thames
place. Robert P. McCulloch, ers to be added.
©
founder of Lake Havasu

Plate of the bridge in Havasu
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Thomas Fletcher Waghorn – British Postal
Pioneer, By Editor
I happen to have a postcard
whose description read: “Port
Tewfik, The Waghorn Monument. This caught my attention, so I did some research on
line and what I found is summarized in this article.
Thomas Fletcher Waghorn
(1800–1850) was an English
T. F. Waghorn, 1847
postal pioneer who developed a
new route from Great Britain to India. Waghorn's route reduced the
journey from 16,000 miles (26,000 km), via
the Cape of Good Hope, to 6,000 miles
(9,700 km): from three months to between
35 and 45 days. His statue stands in Chatham, Kent.
Waghorn was born in Chatham, England,
and baptized at St Mary's Church on 16 July
1800. His father, also Thomas, was a butcher
and had married Ann Goodhugh at All Saints'
Church, Snodland, on 28 July 1794. At
twelve years of age, Thomas entered the
Royal Navy at Chatham, joining HMS Bahama
Kent Statue as a midshipman in November 1812. He married Elizabeth Bartlett at St John's Cathedral,
Calcutta, in 1822. He became a pilot and
took an interest in the early attempts at establishing a
steamship route from England to India and the East. But
the East India Company—which effectively ran that continent for Britain—showed a remarkable indifference to his
ideas.

lived among Arabs in the desert and
laid the foundations for the overland
route across the desert from Cairo to
Suez. This involved building resthouses and supplying guides, boats,
horses and carriages for travelers.
The statue at Port Tewfik, also
shown here, was destroyed during
the 1956 Suez Crisis.
Here is another pre-philatelic letter
date 1851 from London to Madras,
India. ©

Port Tewfik Statue

1925 POSTCARD FROM ARENDORF, GERMANY
TO JAPAN. By Editor
This postcard carries 15 pF stamps to pay for the international rate. On the top of the PC it reads “Per Luftpost”. In
the middle down there is a Moscow, Russia transit marking
dated April 10, 1925.

After leaving the Navy as a lieutenant in 1832, he made
the journey to India via Egypt as an experiment to send
mail. Disastrously, the journey took four and a half
months—but on
his way back, he
met the Pasha of
Egypt, who supported his desert
route idea.
Attached is copy
of a cover "Care
of Mr. Waghorn"
2 May 1839 by
the Overland
There were no long distance aircraft so it is assumed that
Mail,
Calcutta
via
Lufthansa carried the PC to Moscow, Russia, where it was
1839 Calcutta, India Cover
Egypt and France handed on to the Russian Trans-Siberian Railway to Vladito London.
vostok [9,289 km (5,772 mi) 6 days 4 hours] From there it
would have connected with a ship or short range aircraft to
Waghorn's business plan began to flourish. He set up an
its Japan final destination. ©
agency in Cornhill, London, for conveying post—and passengers—to India via Egypt. Between 1835 and 1837, he
7

On the front face of the mechanism there is a fixed ring
dial representing the ecliptic, the twelve zodiacal signs
marked off with equal 30 deThe Antikythera mechanism is an ancient Greek analogue
gree sectors. This matched with
computer and orrery used to predict astronomical positions the Babylonian custom of asand eclipses
signing one twelfth of the eclipor calendar and astrological purposes
tic to each zodiac sign equally,
decades in advance. It could also be
even though the constellation
used to track the four-year cycle of
boundaries were variable.
athletic games which was similar to
Outside of that dial is another
an Olympiad, the cycle of the ancient
ring which is rotatable, marked
Olympic Games.
off with the months and days of
The artefact was discovered on 17
the Sothic Egyptian calendar,
May 1902 by archaeologist Valerios
twelve months of 30 days plus
Stais, among wreckage retrieved
five intercalary days. The
2006 Greek
from a wreck off the coast of the
months are marked with the
Greek island Antikythera. The instru- Stamp showing
Egyptian names for the months
replica
ment is believed to have been detranscribed into the Greek
signed and constructed by Greek scientists and has been
alphabet. The first task, then, Schematics of the device
variously dated to about 87 BC, or between 150 and
is to rotate the Egyptian cal100 BC, or to 205 BC, or to within a generation before the endar ring to match the current zodiac points. The Egypshipwreck, which has been dated to approximately 70-60
tian calendar ignored leap days, so it advanced through a
BC.
full zodiac sign in about 120 years.

Astronomy. Antikythera Mechanism: Old
Greek Device, By Editor

The device, housed in the
remains of a 340 mm
× 180 mm × 90 mm
(13.4 in × 7.1 in × 3.5 in)
wooden box, was found as
one lump, later separated
into three main fragments
which are now divided into
82 separate fragments afDevice as fiound at Atheter conservation works.
na's Museum.
Four of these fragments
contain gears, while inscriptions are found on many others. The largest gear is approximately 140 millimeters (5.5 in) in diameter and originally had 223 teeth.
It is a complex clockwork mechanism composed of at least
30 meshing bronze gears. A team led by Mike Edmunds
and Tony Freeth at Cardiff University used modern computer x-ray tomography and high resolution surface scanning to image inside fragments of the crust-encased mechanism and read the faintest inscriptions that once covered
the outer casing of the machine.
The original mechanism apparently came out of the Mediterranean as a single encrusted piece. Soon afterward it
fractured into three major pieces. Other small pieces have
broken off in the interim from cleaning and handling, and
still others were found on the sea floor by the Cousteau
expedition.
To understand how the device worked it was analyzed by a
3D X-Ray analyzer and an HP 3D photographic equipment.
Operation
8

More info:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antikythera_mechanism

The unanswered question is: How could this so advanced device extensively use differential gears,
that were invented much later in the 16th Century?
See photo of modern replica at the end of the article. ©

