6

|

a

LOCALNEWS |

the MacoMb Daily

MoNDay, auGust 4, 2014

Cruise
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with us, stay with us,’ until the ambulance and police arrived,” said Sheri Ritter of Clinton Township. “I
took his pulse and it was
pretty strong. Another guy
put his wallet in the man’s
mouth to prevent him from
biting his tongue.”
The driver of the Mustang was not seriously hurt.
The incident could have
been worse as a number of
children were sitting along
the curb where the accident
took place, but fortunately
neither vehicle ended up
leaving the roadway.
Police had to close down
two lanes to conduct their
investigation, which caused
a traffic backup during the
last hours of the cruise.
Greene said the accident
remains under investigation
and asks that anyone who
may have witnessed the collision to call 586-493-7894.
Prior to the incident,
the cruise was moving full
steam ahead as spectators
said there were more classic cars and hots rods on
the road than in past events.
Some suggested this was the
strongest of the 12 cruises
put on by the cruise committee with an estimated
1,000 cruisers.
Henry Smith of Ray
Township had a front row
seat on Gratiot to take in all

Safety
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tween 2007 and 2014, due
to the Great Recession and
decreases in State Revenue
Sharing funds.
According to Bruner’s
figures, Mount Clemens has
$3.8 million in revenue budgeted for a public safety program that costs $4.2 million -- a difference of about
$381,000. The gap projected
to grow to $481,000 in 2015.
Bruner said the state
“balanced its budget on

SMART
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ban Mobility Authority for
Regional Transportation.
Increasing the millage from its current 0.59mill level to 1 mill would
cost the average Macomb
County homeowner with a
$150,000 house about $75 a
year compared to the cur-
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ava Gallucci gets ready for the pedal-car event for kids
as Nolan petz waits for the flag to kick off the pre-cruise
festivity.

clinton township clerk Kim Meltzer is seen in the passenger seat of a car during the Vip
parade to kick off the cruise. behind her are state Rep. tony forlini and township trustee
Ken pearl, while trustee Dean Reynolds and his son are in the third car.

of the color and chrome of
the cruisers.
“I’m just loving all of
these beautiful cars,” said
Smith, a retired roofer who
owns a 1955 Chevy Bel Air.
“This cruise brings out people from all over and puts a
smile on their faces.”
Frank Buscemi, a retired barber and banker,
escorted Macomb County
Treasurer Ted Wahby and
Clinton Township Supervisor Bob Cannon in the VIP
parade in his 1963 convertible Thunderbird, one of six
classics he owns.
He said while memories
of cruising Gratiot or Woodward are fun to re-live, he

feels the cruise is a celebration of “American-made”
automobiles that had more
character than current
models.
“Back in the 1960s and
70s, we had an affair with
our cars,” said Buscemi,
68. “We made our cars distinguishable by adding
leg pipes or a bubble skirt,
something that let people know who was driving.
These cars today, you don’t
know a Toyota from a Taurus - they all look the same.”
David Lockard of Marine
City agreed.
“We are looking at Motor
City cars -- cars that were
made right here in Detroit

and have stood the test of
time,” said Lockard, who
was behind the wheel of a
1962 Impala with his wife
and children.
One clear difference between Clinton’s cruise
and one held on Gratiot in
neighboring Rosville eight
days earlier was the number of people hanging out
in shopping center parking
lots to enjoy the action.
Some centers in Roseville, such as Eastgate, reportedly had spectators
evicted from their property,
but many Clinton Township
businesses such as Hampton Inn, the Target shopping center and Regional

the backs of cities” for more
than a decade, so Mount
Clemens lost 43 percent of
its State Revenue Sharing
financing between 2000
and 2012. Bruner said as a
result, Mount Clemens was
left in the position of either
cutting services or seeking
more revenue in local property taxes.
“You get what you pay for,
so taxpayers should be prepared to live with the consequences of paying less,” he
said in a statement.
The city’s proposed 20142015 budget of $9.6 million
includes $1.1 million more

in expenses than revenue,
so the commission has
again dipped into its fund
balance for the shortfall.
The fund balance will be
depleted in 2017 if the city
stays on its current spending course with no increase
in revenue.
If voters approve the
millage increase and the
commission levies the full
5 mills, it would generate about $1.6 million in
the first year, according to
Bruner.
If the millage plan is defeated, city officials are expected to petition the state

for emergency help in the
form of asking for a preliminary review to determine
whether an emergency finance manager should be
appointed to oversee municipal operations.
Bruner began working in
Mount Clemens on a temporary basis in April before former City Manager
Doug Anderson’s employment ended.
He elected to stay on to
help the city with the election, and plans to step aside
MacoMb Daily file photo
on Aug. 8 at which time the Mount clemens city officials say the cost of providing
new manager, Steve Brown, police and fire service has grown beyond their ability to pay.
takes over.

rent SMART levy of approximately $45 annually.
The new rate would
generate an additional
$27 million annually that
would modernize a SMART
fleet of 40-foot buses in
which 80 percent of the
fixed-route vehicles have
more than 500,000 miles
on them. Without the infusion of new funds, Hertel said, the system would
have to shut down at some

point next year because, by
law, it cannot operate in a
deficit situation.
Macomb County voters
are traditionally skeptical
of millage proposals but
the county electorate has
approved recent SMART
tax renewals by huge margins.
The tri-county business
community has stepped up
as a leading supporter of
the ballot proposal as 70
percent of SMART riders
rely upon a bus to get to
work.
Transportation advocates warn that a shutdown would sever the
“lifeline” that public transit provides for seniors, the
handicapped and the disabled.
“You may not have kids,
but people still want neighborhood parks and good
schools,” said Megan Owens, director of the nonprofit group Transportation Riders United, or TRU.
John Waterman is executive director of a program
known as PEAC that serves
more than 1,000 students

ages 14 to 26 with learning
disabilities in the Detroit
area. Halting the SMART
bus system, he said, would
create a huge setback for
his older students who are
striving for a chance at independent living.
Waterman added taxpayers who doubt SMART’s
need for more funds should
consider that the transit
system has spent increasingly large sums on maintenance and upkeep of aging buses.
“You can Band-Aid and
you can Band-Aid and you
can Band-Aid. But at some
point you have to make a
decision,” he said.
In recent years, the
transpor tation authority has secured wage and
benefit concessions from
its white-collar workforce
and the four labor unions
that represent their drivers
and mechanics. They also
imposed a fare hike for riders. And the workforce has
been chopped to 800 employees, a 20 percent reduction since 2008.
After numerous cut-

Romeo Community Schools

Packages start at just $178.
Fall Tours Sept. 13 – Oct.13, 2014.

Book your Packages at agawatrain.com or
call 1-800-242-9287 for your package guide.

The Romeo Community School District’s Board of Education will
receive sealed proposals for the following:
Classroom AV Systems
All bids are to be sealed in accordance with the
Bidding Documents and clearly marked “SEALED BID –
CLASSROOM AV SYSTEMS” and delivered to the attention
of David Massoglia, Executive Director of Business Services,
Romeo
Community
Schools
Administration
Building,
316 N Main St, Romeo MI, 48065.
A pre-bid conference is scheduled for August 12, 2014, at 10:00
am local time. All bidders are responsible for attendance at
the pre-bid conference. Bidders shall meet at Amanda Moore
Elementary School located at 209 Dickenson Street, Romeo
MI, 48065. Bids are due no later than 2:00 pm local time on
August 26, 2014 at which time the bids will be publicly opened and
read aloud. A bid tabulation summary will be available.
The Bidding Documents will be on ﬁle on or after
August 4, 2014 and may be examined at the following
locations during regular business hours, Monday through
Friday. The ofﬁces of: Integrated Design Solutions,
LLC, 1441 W Long Lake Suite 200, Troy MI, 48098, 248-832-2100.
The Engineering/Technology Designer will furnish electronic
documents to the bidders. The documents may be downloaded from:
http://cloud.ids-troy.com /bids/bids/rcs/classroomavsystems.
Bidders are responsible to check the website from time to time to
verify they have all addenda, requests for information, and other
documents related to the Bid. All questions regarding the bid
should be directed to Integrated Design Solutions.
The Board of Education of the Romeo Community School District
reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids, or any part
thereof, and to waive any information therein.
M.D. 8/04/14 & 8/11/14

it’s dumb,” said Drolet, a
former state representative and Macomb County
commissioner.
“Frankly … it would be
cheaper to buy each rider
a car. You could buy each
one of them a $6,000 or
$7,000 or $8,000 car for
less money than SMART
spends year after year.”
As critics like Drolet
question the need for any
form of public transit,
SMART officials note that
their bus system is more efficient than the nine other
public transit operations
across Michigan, in places
like Grand Rapids, Lansing, Flint, Ann Arbor and
Kalamazoo.
All of those transit authorities rely upon a tax
levy of 2 mills or more
and those nine transit systems combined cover a
smaller geographic area
than SMART.
The suburban bus system operates 234 fixedroute buses on major roads
seven days a week and the
small-bus “connector” service offering curb-to-curb
service for the elderly.

INVITATION TO BID

2012 TECHNOLOGY BOND

Your fall color adventure begins with a one-day
Canadian Wilderness rail excursion, then experience
all that Sault Ste. Marie has to offer, including the ‘new’
Heritage Discovery Centre, Canadian Bushplane Heritage
Centre, Art Gallery of Algoma, and Parks Canada Canal.

backs, Hertel said, eliminating more routes would
be counterproductive because it results in a reduction in federal funding.
The only opposition to
the millage has come from
a few tea party groups and
the Macomb Townshipbased Michigan Taxpayers Alliance. While SMART
averages about 40,000 riders per day, with the Gratiot route from Eastpointe
to Chesterfield Township
as the most popular, MTA
director Leon Drolet argues that the buses are
not a cost-efficient means
of transportation.
While SMART officials
say that buses traveling on
major roads are routinely
crowded at rush hour,
Drolet claims that many
buses are nearly empty at
certain times of the day
and that in some pockets
of suburbia practically no
one relies upon a bus for
transportation.
“If you look at their
number of riders and
their budget, it’s an inefficient way to get people
around. It’s not SMART,

shal. He later hosted a meetand-greet for fans and performed a short acoustic set.
Cruise committee chairwoman Shannon Rupkus
said Gutt’s attendance was
a big selling point.
“We’ve had non-stop
phone calls asking about
him,” Rupkus said.
Gutt, who resides in Clinton Township, rode in the
VIP parade with his son
Talon at his side. He recalled his first car -- a 1977
Chevy -- and said he loved
seeing all of the muscle cars
on Gratiot.
“These cars are like music -- they don’t build them
like they used to,” Gutt said.
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INVITATION TO BID

Make a date
with Adventure.

Shopping Center were all
vibrant with cruise activity.
“Top Hat” John Jendza, a
Harrison Township-based
automotive historian and
car collector, said Clinton
Township’s Gratiot Cruise
has cemented its place in
the cruise calendar in southeast Michigan.
“This cruise is always a
little bit larger than some
of the other ones and there’s
just a real nice camaraderie
here. Everyone is having a
good time,” Jendza said.
For non-car fans, there
was a big attraction in Jeff
Gutt, a finalist from last
season’s “The X Factor,”
who served as grand mar-
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SNOW PLOWING SERVICES
RFB 11.1415
The necessary speciﬁcations and bidding documents
can be accessed at Chippewa Valley Schools website
address: http://vendors.chippewavalleyschools.org/bids.
Questions regarding this bid document shall be directed to:
Chippewa Valley Schools Purchasing Department at (586)
723-2150 or emailed to: purchasing@cvs.k12.mi.us.
Bid Proposals must be received at the Administration
Building no later than 2:00 p.m. E.S.T. on Wednesday,
August 20, 2014, at which time they will be publicly opened
and read. All bids shall be clearly marked on the outside of
the envelope, “Snow Plowing Services, RFB 11.1415.” Fax
or E-mail bids will NOT be accepted.
A pre-bid conference will be held on Tuesday, August 12,
2014 at 2:00 pm. The pre-bid conference shall be held at
Chippewa Valley Schools, Administration Building, 19120
Cass Avenue, Clinton Twp, MI 48038. Bidders are highly
encouraged to attend this meeting.
All bidders must provide Iran Linked Business disclosure
in compliance with Public Act 517 of 2012 and attach this
information to the bid proposal. The bid proposal will be
accompanied by a sworn and notarized statement that their
business is NOT an Iran Linked Business. The District will
not consider a bid proposal that does not include this sworn
and notarized disclosure statement.
The Board of Education reserves the right to reject any
or all bids, to award contract to other than the low bidder, to
accept any or all alternatives, to waive irregularities and/or
informalities and, in general, to make award in any manner
deemed by it, in its sole discretion to be in the best interest
of the Owner. The Board of Education will not consider or
accept a bid received by the Board after the date and time
speciﬁed for bid submission.
M.D. 8/4/14
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