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Preserving What’s Special
About Lower Matecumbe
Lower Matecumbe Key Association President, Donna
Gleason, and the Board of Directors have been hard at
work this summer assuring the collective voice of the
island is heard on critical issues impacting the island. In
the June 2013 Matecumbe Neighbors newsletter we
reported on efforts the Association was undertaking to
find solutions to issues at Sea Oats Beach and the “fill”
between Upper and Lower Matecumbe.
The effort has now been extended to include the “Party
Beach” on the bayside of Port Antigua and White Marlin
Beach. Every weekend there are as many as 100 boats
or more anchored in the shallow waters very near the
shoreline in front of residential properties. The boats
bring in overflow crowds swimming, drinking, and
playing loud music, leaving trash behind when they
leave.
A letter has been sent to several agencies including the
Village of Islamorada, Fish and Wildlife Commission and
the National Marine Sanctuary from numerous groups
including LMKA. (see the letter on page 4 of this
newsletter.)
In the last week, residents of the island and board
members of LMKA have attended meetings of the
Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary’s
Advisory Council and the Village Council in an effort to
implore them to implement immediate and lasting
solutions to the “Party Beach” atmosphere that is
causing likely environmental damage to the fragile
nearshore environment, including seagrass beds and
impacting the quality of life for nearby residents.
Who has jurisdiction and what agency is most likely to
help has come into question. The Village code includes
a “no-wake” zone out 300 feet from any improved
shoreline, residential or commercial. The code also
authorizes police powers and jurisdiction 1200 feet
into tidal waters surrounding the Village land masses.

From Village Code
Sec. 66-2: Operation of Vessels in
restricted areas
(b) Prohibited activities. It shall be prohibited for any
individual to operate a motorized vessel at a speed
greater than four knots or in a manner which creates
a wake, in the following restricted areas:
(1) Within an area designated and marked
as an idle speed - no wake zone;
(2) Within 300 feet of a "diver down" flag; or
(3) Within 300 feet of improved
residential or commercial shorelines.
(c) Exemptions. The following acts shall be exempt
from the regulations contained in this section:
(1) A motorized vessel operating under emergency
conditions during an emergency; or
(2) Operation of a motorized vessel within an
officially marked channel at the speed specified
in the officially marked channel.

Sec. 66-3. - Police powers and
jurisdiction
Islamorada, Village of Islands, Monroe County, is
authorized to exercise its police powers and
jurisdiction 1,200 feet into the tidal waters adjacent
to its established corporate limits; however, the
exercise of such police powers and jurisdiction
beyond the corporate limits of the village shall
extend only to the abatement of nuisances, the
enforcement of sanitary laws and regulations, the
regulation of zoning, and the suppression of crime.
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You are encouraged to contact the Islamorada Village
Council….
Email Village Clerk, Ariana Lawson, at ariana.lawson@islamorada.fl.us and ask her to distribute the
email to council. Or send an email to individual members to let them know how you feel ….

Mayor, Ken Philipson
Ken.Philipson@islamorada.ﬂ.us

Councilman, Dave Purdo
Dave.Purdo@islamorada.ﬂ.us

Councilman, Mike Forster
Mike.Forster@islamorada.ﬂ.us

Vice Mayor, Ted Blackburn

Councilman, Deb Gillis

Ted.Blackburn@islamorada.fl.us

Deb.Gillis@islamorada.fl.us

Lower Matecumbe Key Association Statement of Purpose
The Lower Matecumbe Key Association, Inc. shall actively work to preserve and enhance the quality
of life and environment through participation and democratic process by the residents.
Goals shall include:
1. Monitoring activities such as zoning and construction.
2. Communicating with all members to alert them to potential problems or opportunities.
3. Coordinating the efforts of the individual neighborhood associations on common objectives.
4. Providing an open forum for presentation and discussion of issues.
5. Taking appropriate action on behalf of the membership.
Board of Directors:
President Donna Gleason
Vice Pres and Treasurer—Hermine Zavar
Secretary Dennie Zetwoch
Board members: Dick Wilson, Ann Haber, Krissy Gustinger, Rosemary Duke, Laura Lynne Kennedy
Newsletter: Sue Miller, editor
The opinions in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinions of the Board of Directors of LMKA.
Articles with opposing points of view are encouraged.
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Sea Oat Beach, the “Fill” and Bayside Beach Parties
The Village of Islamorada Mission Statement:
To
To
To
To

Protect the Resident's Right to Quiet Enjoyment of Life
Plan for Enhancing Our Village Character
Preserve Our Community; Its People, Natural Resources, and Pride
Provide Basic Services to Support our Quality of Life

Islamorada’s Comprehensive Plan, approved in 2001, is a 150 page document outlining the goals, objectives
and policies of the Village. On the very first page the plan states “that the Comprehensive Plan must describe
public and private actions needed to protect and retain the Village’s waterways and natural resources
comprising our unique ecosystem as well as preserve the quiet solitude of the backcountry.”
Objective 5-1.1 (6) of the Village Comprehensive Plan states that the Village shall restrict activities that would
damage or destroy coastal resources by maintaining regulations designed to protect water resources by
“managing nearshore waters and flats through the enforcement of speed limits, no wake zones and no motor
zones.”

Many residents are concerned that not enough is being done to assure the
Village lives up to the established goals and policies.

“Party Beach” on bay side
of Lower Matecumbe on a
holiday weekend

Crowded parking conditions at the
unimproved “ramp” on the Fill

FDOT’s temporary fix to keep
motorists off Sea Oats Beach
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Request for Action Letter
The letter sent by the Lower Matecumbe Key Association, Port Antigua Property Owners Association,
Sandy Point Owners Association, and White Marlin Beach Park Association on July 9, 2013 to Florida
Keys National Marine Sanctuary, State Representative Holly Raschein, Florida Keys Marine Sanctuary
Advisory Council, the Islamorada Village Council , Islamorada’s Near Shore Water Advisory
Committee, Florida Wildlife Commission (FWC) and Monroe County Sheriff’s Department:
RE: Lower Matecumbe Key Bayside Shoreline Habitat Destruction
The undersigned are collectively submitting this letter along with the attached photographs and exhibits to advise of an
urgent matter existing on the bayside of Lower Matecumbe Key in Islamorada, Village of Islands
The sensitive bayside shoreline of Lower Matecumbe Key is currently under great distress by recreational boaters who
are effecting the ecological destruction of the shoreline marine habitat including the near shore turtle grass beds. The
area of Principal Concern is from the Wheel Ditch to the BSA Sea Base Complex.
The area of Critical Concern of this destructive activity is on the bayside shoreline from the entry canal at Port Antigua
subdivision to and including the BSA Sea Base Complex. Please see Exhibit A which is highlighted with the areas of
Principal and Critical Concern.
On holiday weekends and throughout the summer, boats congregate and anchor along the grassy and sandy shore in
numbers estimated at times to be over 100 boats along a half mile of residential beach front directly adjacent to Port
Antigua, White Marlin Beach and Sandy Point shorelines. Boat parties in this area extend well into the evening hours.
This area is known as a “Party Beach”. The cumulative effect of this frequent anchoring activity and prop scarring along
with jet ski traffic is the rapid destruction of the marine habitat and the sea bed floor including permanent destruction of
the sea grass vegetation. Additionally, there is an environmental impact of trash including bottles and cans and other
non biodegradable debris along with the frequent urination and defecation along the shoreline by the boaters and their
dogs.
The residents of Port Antigua, Sandy Point and White Marlin Beach are suffering through this onslaught of boaters and
are being denied their right of peaceful enjoyment of their property. Loud offensive music, the deposit of a significant
amount of trash including broken glass on the sea floor and shoreline and especially the destruction of the habitat has
become intolerable.
We would request that the Village Council get involved in this matter based on the Village’s Mission Statement which
addresses the right for residents to a quiet enjoyment of life and protection of the Village’s natural resources.
The area of Principal Concern from the Wheel Ditch to the BSA Sea Base Complex is currently posted with 300 foot “No
Wake” buoys. The buoys from Port Antigua to the BSA Sea Base Complex have no effect. There are a number of buoys
which are missing. There is a considerable safety problem with the collection of boats of all sizes and numerous jet skis
which are operated in a reckless manner inside the 300 foot “No Wake” Zone with many of the operators under the
influence of alcohol. The reckless and dangerous operations of the boats in this area also have a destructive effect on
the habitat.
There is a woeful absence of law enforcement by the State of Florida FWC and the Monroe County Sheriff’s Office.
We request the emergency establishment of new regulations by The Shallow Water Wildlife and Habitat Protection Group
for this area of Principal and Critical Concerns such as you are contemplating for “The Sandbar” and Rodriguez Key. The
Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary and the State of Florida have established “No Motor Zones” on the flats just
southwest of Lignumvitae Key (also known as The Swash), Tea Table Key as well as several other “No Motor Zones” in
sensitive areas at Shell Key just west of downtown Islamorada.
We believe that the emergency establishment and strict enforcement of a “No Anchor / No Motor Zone” within 300 feet of
the shoreline from The Wheel Ditch to the BSA Sea Base complex, bay side, would immediately alleviate and preclude the
continued damage to the habitat and sea grass environment. Such a “No Anchor / No Motor Zone” would not preclude
the public from swimming, kayaking or paddle boarding within the 300 foot zone. The “No Anchor / No Motor Zone” could
allow boat traffic outside of the restricted zone to idle in and out of subdivision access canals or other established
residential and motel dockage areas. The current 300 foot “No Wake” Buoys require this anyway.
The undersigned signatories to this letter urge your prompt review of this situation and we are soliciting your assistance
in securing emergency and permanent relief.
We invite a delegation to visit with us on Labor Day weekend or earlier so that we can further press our case for
emergency and permanent relief as well as solutions to this matter.
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Reprinted from the Reporter:

Offshore partiers upsetting waterfront residents
Feds, state and village say not much can be done about it
By DAVID GOODHUE dgoodhue@keysreporter.com
Posted - Friday, July 12, 2013 11:18 AM EDT

Four neighborhood associations in Lower Matecumbe Key are asking federal regulators and the
village of Islamorada to stop offshore-boater partying that they say is destroying the environment and
residents’ quality of life.
The neighbors want a roughly five-mile bayside area between mile marker 74 and 79 to be included in
the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary’s revised management plan. The associations presented
a request letter to the Sanctuary Advisory Council at a Tuesday meeting at the Islander Resort.
“On holiday weekends and throughout the summer, boats congregate and anchor along the grassy
and sandy shore in numbers estimated at times to be over 100 boats along a half mile of residential
beach front directly adjacent to Port Antigua, White Marlin Beach and Sandy Point shorelines,” the
letter states. “Boat parties in this area extend well into the evening hours. This area is known as ‘Party
Beach.’”
The letter — signed by the Lower Matecumbe Key Association, the Port Antigua Property Owners
Association, the Sandy Point Owners Association and the White Marlin Beach Association — says
parties involve repeated anchoring and frequent personal watercraft activity.
This results in the “rapid destruction of the marine habitat and the sea floor, including permanent
destruction to the seagrass vegetation.”
Peter Wawerna, president of the Sandy Point Owners Association, said in an interview he believes
most of the revelers come from Miami-Dade and Broward counties.
“It’s total congestion and they have complete disregard for the bay bottom,” Wawerna said.
Wawerna, 65, admittedly says the situation is not new, but “it seems to get worse every year.”
The village placed buoys denoting a no-wake zone within 300 feet of the shore, but Wawerna and his
neighbors said the buoys do nothing to curb the partying or damage.
But it’s not likely the celebrations will end soon. The Sanctuary’s Shallow Water Wildlife and Habitat
Protection Working Group has submitted its recommendations about what Keys areas should receive
more federal protection, and Lower Matecumbe Key is not on the list.
Officer Bobby Dube, the FWC’s Keys spokesman, said the spot has been popular among daytime
boaters for years, but he acknowledges more people are partying there. He said it is an alternative for
people who don’t want to travel to the sandbar off Whale Harbor on the oceanside.
Asked if the increase in popularity means there are more arrests there, Dube responded: “None
whatsoever. It’s just that more people have found out about it.”

President’s Corner

Membership Application/Renewal

By Donna Gleason First Name(s): _____________________________

It is now time for individuals to write, email
and make phone calls to deliver the
message that as residents we are tired of
the destruction of our pristine ecosystem by
people who have careless disregard for the
fragile environment that makes the Florida
Keys so very special. The beauty of the
Keys draws people here – but we must
assure that the behavior of our residents
and guests causes improvements not
damage to the environment.
Ask the Council to strictly enforce the “No
Wake Zone” out 300 feet from residential
and commercial properties and to further
regulate boating activities by approving
appropriate boating-restricted areas.

Last Name: ________________________________
Mailing Address: __________________________
_____________________________________________
Local Address: ____________________________
Phone (local): _____________________________
Other phone: ______________________________
Email: ___________________________________
Provide your email please!

Get your newsletter faster and save LMKA printing/
postage costs! We only use the email address to
send newsletters, information and reminders about
Ask the Council to do everything they can to Lower Matecumbe.
support FDOTs efforts to protect Sea Oats
Make check payable to
Beach.
LMKA P. O. Box 911, Islamorada, FL 33036
Family $20; Single $12
Enclose a note if you will serve on the Board,
volunteer with projects or newsletter or if you have
ideas for making our community better.

Lower Matecumbe Key Assoc
P. O. Box 911
Islamorada, FL 33036

