Change is a constant part of life.  


If life is not changing, 


death is present.  

Even the most static parts of our planet, 


rocks like granite 



are undergoing change.  

As we have experienced, 


with the change 



come two parts of the conversation, 


what is gained with the change 


and what is lost with the change.  

No matter how wonderful the change, 


something is gained 


and something is lost.

In becoming  followers of Jesus, 


Paul and the Corinthians experienced great changes.  

The way they regarded people changed.  


Everyone in Christ became a new creation.  


People were reconciled to God.  


Our sins did not count against us anymore.  



We became ambassadors of this  reconciliation.  


All this is leading to us becoming the righteousness of God.  

That is a lot of change.  


With it comes a whole new way of viewing the world 


and interacting with it.  

So being slow to adjust to it has its grounds.

But this is what we were called to.  


We can see this in the development of the name for followers of Jesus.  

At first, 


they were referred to as 



followers of the Way.  

It is a fun bible search to put 


“the way” in quotes 



and see the texts that come up.  

In the book of Acts however, 


you see that the “Way” becomes capitalized.  

Saul uses it in Acts 9:2 


to describe those who align with Jesus.  

Later in Acts, 


it is capitalized four more times 



in 19:9 and 23 



and 24:14 and 22, 


as this movement sweeps through Asia Minor.  

Odou is the Greek word for “the way,” 


the first meaning defined as, 



“the narrow path trodden by those who have gone before.”  

The story of Acts 


is the people of God 



trying to follow the narrow path trodden by Jesus 




who went before them. 

In Acts 11:26, 


at the church in Antioch, 



a new name is used. 


Remember change?  

Christianous, 


was supposed to be a diminishing nickname 



when the people of Antioch used it, 


but as we know today, 



it stuck.  

The ending on the root word of Messiah 


means “Belonging to the party of,” 


or “Christ folk.”


You may use the term Christian.

We find Paul using another way of saying this in 2 Corinthians.  


He uses a term almost mainly translated to English as “Ambassadors.”  



“Representatives” 



and “speaking for Christ” are two other ways it is used.  

But this is a word that as Presbyterians, 


we want to pay attention to.  

The Greek word is Presbeuo, 


the same root as Elder.  

This derivative 


emphasizes the ability to function as a representative of a ruling authority.  



Hence the ambassador title often used.  

When an ambassador enters into a conversation with another party, 


the promises he or she makes, 



are backed up by the authority that sent them.  

If you have ever thought that 


having that kind of weight on your thoughts and words 



would be too much pressure, 


you may want to rethink being a Christian.  

Paul is telling the Corinthians that this is exactly who they are supposed to be.  


They are to be out in the world, 



with the authority of the God, 



to continue the work that Jesus did.  


We are supposed to be out in the world 



doing the same thing.

Not necessarily walking on water 

or miraculously healing people, 


definitely not dying as the ultimate sacrifice for all creation.  

But we are to be ambassadors of the one who did.  


Telling people what Jesus did.  


Helping to bring them into a right relationship with Jesus. 


 This is what the word reconcilliation, 



used 5 times, 




is all about.  

But what is reconciliation?  


We do it with our bank accounts regularly.  


Scripture speaks of spouses reconciling, 



as well as people with one another 



and with God.  

It is a step further than forgiveness, 


as our text demonstrates.  

When we are reconciled to God, 


we are a new creation.  


The old way of life is gone, 



replaced by a new way of life.  
The definition is, 


“to reestablish proper friendly interpersonal relations 



after these have been disrupted or broken. 


(the componential features of this series of meanings involve 



(1) disruption of friendly relations because of 

(2) presumed or real provocation,





(3) overt behavior designed to remove hostility, 





and (4) restoration of original friendly relations)—


‘to make things right with one another,.’

If you have watched the show Ted Lasso,


you won't be surprised that the root word for reconcilation is



Lasso


our word is katallasso.
This transformation changes the way everything works, 


which is why it can be very hard to adjust to.  

Because the world is quite satisfied with the way things are running.  


The church can get used to the way the world is running as well 


and we start to drift away from this work of reconciliation.

One of my favorite excuses to avoid it is, 


“They are grown adults 



and they can make their own choices.”  

But I am in accountability groups with other pastors, 


because we are grown adults 


who also want to make our own choices, 



and often those choices are not from the perspective 




that the death of Jesus is making all things new.  


I am wanting some self-effort demonstrated, 


some signs of growth, 


people to demonstrate why they deserve God's benevolence 



before I or the church act. 

As the food bank has made decisions on how to help those in need, 


we have felt that tension.  

How do you act generously 

and at the same time, 


limit people taking advantage of your generosity 


and be good stewards?  

These have been uncertain times 


without 100% assurance that those ships are going to show up, 



until we see the first one, 



blocking the view of Haines in our harbor.  

At the same time, 


there is so much that God gives each day


 to each one of us, 



it has been hard to find the balance.  

Our text highlights what I am probably missing, 


possibly you as well.  

Being an ambassador means 


that you are not the one responsible for making things happen, 


or it is not from your pocket 



that you are providing the money or resources. 


If you want to argue that you have to right the check,



remember our offering,




we are giving back to God the things of God.


All that we have to work with is God's that we are using. 

Remember, 


you are speaking on behalf of an authority 



who has given you permission to offer their abilities and resources 


to bring the relationship back into proper standing.  

But as the ambassador, 


I am often reluctant to bring this up.    

The work that the Triune God did 


through Jesus' life, death, and resurrection, 


through the Holy Spirit dwelling within us, 



is what we are supposed to be pointing to.

You need food?  


Great, 



let's talk about what God has done 



and promised to make sure you receive your daily bread.  


The city has been an outstanding partner 



making sure that no one goes hungry the last two years, 


so how can we help you to see how this is God's desire for you as well?  



Money to shop with, 



help filling out applications, 



talking about what kind of jobs you would excel in, 



what hurts, hang ups, or habits 




keep getting in the way of full-time employment?  


Let's talk about the ways in which God has dealt with those as well.  

In the process, 


we will discover that some of the systems are not working 


and others that are underutilized, 

and in the end, 


the person hopefully discovers that they are a new creation.  

But we have to be willing to enter into the discussion with them.  


Not just try and fix the surface issue.

We can't just fix the surface issue, 


because who they are as a creation made in the image of God 



goes much deeper.  

My struggles as a parent, 


are not just that the girls did not pick up the clothes like I asked.  

When they don't do what I have asked, 


my worthiness as a parent comes into question.  


Our relationship for the next 30 years threatens to influence my reaction.  


My desire for some order and participation in maintaining the household 



is on the table.  


My ability to communicate needs and desires clearly 



is at play.  

But for them, 


they just got focused on the next book that they found 


on the way to pick up the clothes.  

A majority of these things 


should not be an issue for me, 



because I am a new creation in Christ.  



The old has gone, 




the new has come.  

The problem is that often, 


the old is still loitering in my head 



telling me that these things do matter.  


When I speak firmer and louder, 



they are less likely to get distracted by the book.  


But our relationship also feels the effects.

Paul again, 


commands us on Christ's behalf, 

“to be reconciled to God.”   

We have this message to take to the nations.  

We have this message to take to ourselves, 


to our own hearts.  

When we are looking to God for our value, 


we find one who has created the world, 


gives everything life, 


and rules over all.  

That God has asked you and I to speak on his behalf 

and tell the world what he has done


 to make everything come out okay.  

The debt that we all owed, 


has been paid by Jesus his son.  

Moving forward, 


there is nothing that we do not have access to 



in order to do the work of reconciliation.  

So what is stopping us?  

What is stopping you?  

What is stopping me?  

We have a command to do so.  

We have been made a new creation.  

All of the former restraints are no more. 


God's economy 



works differently that the worlds.  


As do the ethics, 



motivation, 



and distribution of gifts.  

Our point of view 


should be no longer that of the world's 



of serve your best interest, 



but instead serve others.  


We should no longer be counting sins against one another, 



because Jesus changed that as well.  

So what is stopping us?

As I mentioned earlier, 


searching “the way” in scripture 



brings up a whole series of texts.  

But one that might have popped into your head 


without looking could have been John 14:6.  

'Jesus said, 


“I am the way, 


the truth, 


and the life. 


No one comes to the Father 




except through me.”  

If we fully want to live into this new life, 


we need to follow the way, 


believe the truth of the way, 


and live out the life of the way.  

In order to do this, 


there is episode after episode of saying, 

“The way I am going about this 


is not right.  


There has to be a better way.”  

Until that truth, 

that way, 

that life is lived, 


reconciliation is stunted.  

It will be our freedom that others will see reflected in our lives, 


that will make what God offers a more physical reality 



that they want to be part of.  

It will be reminding them 


that the barriers that they thought were between them and God 



are real barriers.  


But God dealt with those 



and reconciled us to a zero debt life, 




when Jesus went on the cross. 



And then offered all that he had 




so that we had abilities beyond our imagination. 


It is in presenting that message over and over 



that we 



and those around us will come to see that this is true.  


Even though it is constantly occurring.  

Sometimes we just need someone to point out how much our lives have changed, 


hopefully for the better. 
