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Olyphant priest 
back in rectory

The Rev. Francis 
Wieszak, pastor of  the St. 
Michael the Archangel con-
gregation in Olyphant, was 
back in the rectory after 
being evicted by several 
members of  the church’s 
lay board.

While Wieszak was say-
ing Mass at Holy Ghost 
Hall, church board mem-
bers came to the rectory to 
evict their pastor.

They were met by the rec-
tory’s housekeeper, who 
was armed with a loaded 
revolver. Wieszak returned 
and told the housekeeper to 
lower her weapon, saying, 
“Those who take the sword 
shall perish by the same.”

The eviction was the 
result of  remarks Wieszak 
made in regard to dance 
halls and saloons. Several 
members of  the church’s 
lay board were saloonkeep-
ers. The board members 
also were the deed holders 

for the land the rectory was 
built on and two other prop-
erties associated with the 
congregation.

Attorney Frank Lynch 
immediately filed an injunc-
tion petition on behalf  of  
Wieszak seeking to stop the 
eviction. Lackawanna 
County Judge James 
O’Neill granted the petition.

Deputy Sheriffs Matthew 
Connor and P.V. Scanlon 
went to Olyphant and 
served the injunction 
papers to the board mem-
bers who were still at the 
rectory.

Later, Burgess John Kil-

cullen placed several Oly-
phant police officers and 
four state troopers at the 
rectory in case there was 
any trouble from the board 
members.

The board members sent 
a response to Lynch saying 
if  the church’s members 
reimburse them for the 
three properties, they would 
have “nothing more to do 
with the priest.”

Welsh Day draws 
large crowd

Close to 15,000 Welsh 
men and women filled 

Rocky Glen on Aug. 15 for 

the annual Welsh Day 

gathering.

Five choirs performed 

throughout the day. The 

groups were the Druids, the 

Tydvil, the Anthracite Glee 

Club, Dr. Perry’s Glee Club 

and the Welsh Day Choir.

In addition to music, 

the day was filled with all 

sorts of  competitions. 

There was a baseball 

game between the West 

Side and Mid-Valley hos-

pitals. There were con-

tests involving nail driv-

ing, wood sawing, fruit 

and vegetable peeling, egg 

rolling and swimming.

An award was also given 

out for the oldest person in 

attendance with the last 

name of  Davis. The award 

was presented to a 76-year-

old woman, a Mrs. Davis.

BRIAN FULTON, library man-
ager, oversees The Times-
Tribune’s expansive digital 
and paper archives and is 
an authority on local history. 
Contact Brian at bfulton@
timesshamrock.com or 570-
348-9140. 

Actor Debra Paget is 89. Former MLB 
All-Star Bobby Richardson is 87. Actor 
Jill St. John is 82. Singer Billy J. 

Kramer is 79. Former 
President Bill Clinton 
is 76. Actor Gerald 
McRaney is 75. Actor 
Jim Carter is 74. 
Rock musician John 
Deacon (Queen) is 
71. Actor-director 
Jonathan Frakes is 
70. Political 

consultant Mary Matalin is 69. Actor 
Peter Gallagher is 67. Actor Adam 
Arkin is 66. Singer-songwriter Gary 
Chapman is 65. Actor Martin Donovan 
is 65. Pro Football Hall-of-Famer 
Anthony Munoz is 64. R&B singer Ivan 
Neville is 63. Actor John Stamos is 
59. Actor Kyra Sedgwick is 57. 
Country singer Lee Ann Womack is 56. 
TV reporter Tabitha Soren is 55. Actor 
Matthew Perry is 53. Rapper Fat Joe is 
52. Olympic gold medal tennis player 
Mary Joe Fernandez is 51. Actor Tracie 
Thoms is 47. Actor Callum Blue is 45. 
Country singer Rissi Palmer is 41. 
Actor Erika Christensen is 40. Actor 
Melissa Fumero is 40. Pop singer 
Missy Higgins is 39. Actor Peter 
Mooney is 39. Actor Tammin Sursok is 
39. Olympic silver medal snowboarder 
Lindsey Jacobellis is 37. Actor J. Evan 
Bonifant is 37. Rapper Romeo is 33. 
Actor Ethan Cutkosky is 23.

Today is Friday, Aug. 19, the 
231st day of 2022. There are 
134 days left in the year.

In 1812, the USS Constitution 
defeated the British frigate HMS 
Guerriere off Nova Scotia during 
the War of 1812, earning the 
nickname “Old Ironsides.”

In 1960, a tribunal in Moscow 
convicted American U2 pilot 
Francis Gary Powers of espio-
nage. (Although sentenced to 
10 years’ imprisonment, Pow-
ers was returned to the United 
States in 1962 as part of a 
prisoner exchange.)

In 2020, Kamala Harris accept-
ed the Democratic nomination 
for vice president in a speech 
to the party’s virtual conven-
tion, cementing her place in 
history as the first Black wom-
an on a major party ticket.

On this day

Celebrity  
birthdays

Lotteries

Asked& 
answered
Today we ask: Which film 

franchise do you prefer: “Pred-

ator” or “Alien”? Log on to 
vote.

Yesterday we asked: Have 

you ever taken an IQ test?

Yes: 57%      No: 43%

Find the familiar phrase, saying or 

name in this arrangement of letters. 

Solution is below.

Whatzit

Solution: The game is up

Obituaries
Mary Ann Blasi .....................B8

Mary Ellen McGowan Moylan ..B8

Joan R. Phillips .....................B8
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Corrections
It is our policy to correct 
errors promptly. To report an 
error, call the Metro Desk at 
570-348-9121.
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Have a name to drop? Submit news 

and notes about local people to  

The Times-Tribune YES! Desk at  

thetimes-tribune.com/namedropper.
NameName   dropperdropper

BRIEFLY

Pennsylvania
Thursday

Pick 2, 1:35 5-1 (7)
Pick 2, 7 0-6 (1)
Pick 3, 1:35 1-9-1 (7)
Pick 3, 7 3-0-7 (1)
Pick 4, 1:35 3-6-5-0 (7)
Pick 4, 7 9-5-5-6 (1)
Pick 5, 1:35 4-5-1-1-9 (7)
Pick 5, 7 3-1-7-5-1 (1)
Treasure Hunt, 
7-10-13-14-15
Cash 5, 
2-4-10-11-17
Match 6, 
7-11-12-14-18-30
Cash4Life, 
2-19-25-26-60+4
Powerball, Wednesday  
23-28-41-50-55+24
Powerplay: 2
Mega Millions, Tuesday      
33-35-41-45-51+1
Megaplier: 2
Today’s “Pennsylvania Cash 

5” jackpot will be worth at 
least $530,000.
Today’s “Pennsylvania 

Match 6” jackpot will be 
worth at least $770,000.

BRIAN FULTON’S DAY IN HISTORY — 112 YEARS AGO

Car club donates to children’s cancer foundation

The Villa Capri 
Cruisers Car Club 
donated $1,000 to 
Alex’s Lemonade 
Stand Foundation for 
children’s cancer at 
their cruise at 
Friendly’s in Dunmore. 
From left: Club mem-
bers Bill Sibio, Nick 
Tielli and Tony Veno, 
Mia Lameo, accepting 
the check, and club 
members Joe Carra, 
Sal Pizzo and Butch 
Pagotto.

TIMES-TRIBUNE ARCHIVES

Female choir members perform at Welsh Day at 
Rocky Glen on Aug. 15, 1910.

STAMOS

Dairy team helps out  

at Super Hero 5K

The Susquehanna County dairy princesses and promotion team 
were at the annual Super Hero 5K and Kids Event at the 
Bridgewater Church pavilion. The event is organized by the Stahl 
family in memory of Matthew Stahl. Team members served ice 
cream, judged superhero costumes and offered chocolate milk 
to runners as they crossed the finish line. Front row, from left: 
Lynsey Zawiski and Emmory Coy-Puzo, dairy maids. Back row: 
Ava Hughes, dairy ambassador; Courtney Marvin, alternate 
dairy princess, and Jason Goldman, winner of the 5K race.

Dance recital proceeds benefit 

Ronald McDonald House

Proceeds of Jeanne’s Dance Studio’s annual recital go to the 
Ronald McDonald House of Scranton to support families as their 
children receive care in local hospitals. From left: Lizzy, Alex and 
Cate Wintermute, dancers who performed in this year’s recital; 
Jeanne Voytek, artistic director at Jeanne’s Dance Studio, and 
Warren Shotto, executive director at the Ronald McDonald House 
of Scranton.

WMH medical staff donates to Cottage Hose Ambulance

The medical staff of Wayne 
Memorial Hospital donated 
$1,000 to Cottage Hose 
Ambulance. The 
Carbondale-based ambu-
lance corps handles the 
majority of transports leav-
ing its facility to Wayne, 
Lackawanna and 
Susquehanna counties. 
From left: Dr. Sean 
McVeigh, chief of the medi-
cal staff; Stephen Fish, 
Cottage Hose operations 
manager; Dr. Sandra 
Cosklo, medical staff presi-
dent, and James Pettinato, 
Wayne Memorial chief 
executive officer.
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