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THOUGHTS ABOUT JULY 4TH AND CHRISTIAN FAITH
Forgive me for stating the obvious here, but I am going to review what this day has come to mean for
us. We all know this is the national holiday of the United States and most of us just refer to it as the
4th of July. The proper name for it however, is INDEPENDENCE DAY.
This day commemorates the adoption of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. This document was written to establish independence for the English colonies from the Kingdom of Great
Britain. This federal holiday acknowledges the history, government and traditions of the United States.
Independence in this context connotes that a nation, country or state is no longer controlled by a larger
power. The break away entity seeks to exercise self-government and sovereignty over its territory.
We will recall that the U.S. push for independence from England was fueled by such things as unfair taxation, oppression,
governance from a perceived tyrant and an occupying foreign army which meddled in the lives and of the people. We
refer to the colonists who advocated for separation and revolution against Britain as the “good” guys, as patriots or
sons of liberty, and we typically denegrate the colonists who wanted to stay aligned with Britain by labeling them as
traitors. Of course, the British viewed it the opposite way calling the signers of the Declaration of Independence, “rebels”
and the faithful subjects as “loyalists”. It obviously depends on which vantage point you have as to who the good guys
and the bad guys are.
I find it very interesting that less than 100 years later the new nation fractured and the breakaway Southern states that
sought “independence” from the United States government were called “rebels”. These disillusioned Confederate states
that were facing economic hardships and an infringement upon their way of life by an oppressive ruling power were
not called “patriots” as their ancestors were just a few generations before as they sought independence from England.
No, these revolutionaries who wanted to have their own sovereignty were deemed the bad guys. How quickly things
change!
When I hear about armed conflict around the world today, I always wonder who the “good guys” and the “bad guys”
really are. Who is labeling whom? Our descriptions of others carry heavy connotations implying right and wrong, good
and bad. I also question the labeling of patriots and revolutionaries. Who are the innocent ones and who are the terrorists?
The answer to these questions often depends on which side of the fence you are sitting.
Independence also means not relying on someone or something
else for our livelihoods, conduct, support or power. This applies
to nations as well as to individuals. We in the United States tend
to believe that we are completely autonomous as a country and
as individuals. That we don’t need anyone else’s help and that
we can do it all by ourselves.

Continued on page 2

Worship Opportunities
All are Welcome
Sunday Services
July 2 July 9 July 16 July 23 July 29 -

9:30 am Morning Prayer
9:30 am Morning Prayer
9:30 am Holy Eucharist
9:30 am Morning Prayer
9:30 am Morning Prayer
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Independence as we know and define it is a human creation. Our world values it, seeks it and perpetuates it. But this
tradition and practice of independence conflicts with our Christian faith. I know this is a bold claim, but think about it.
We hear this over and over again in our scriptures. We are called to inter-dependence with creation and each other and
a complete and total dependence on God.
Jesus is always talking about relying on God for everything rather than putting our security in ourselves or in the riches
of this world. As Christians we are dependent on God for our very lives. Being independent from God is seen as separating ourselves from the love of God and is considered sin.
As with most things, independence in our lives has to be balanced. We have to take responsibility to support ourselves
and our families rather than count on someone else to pay our bills AND we have to completely trust and depend on
God.
So as we celebrate this national holiday of INDEPENDENCE DAY, let us not forget that we are both independent and
dependent at the same time!
Blessings,
Fr. Steve

Our Outreach Committee met in June to develop a schedule of outreach activities for Nativity to engage in during the
coming year. We received several suggestions from our congregation regarding potential partnerships. We considered
every idea and made some decisions about where to put our energy. Please continue to share your thoughts with us and
keep those suggestions coming because we will craft a new schedule next June.
We selected six outreach activities and staggered them every other month. We will continue to collect items for SOS
and St. John’s Food Pantry on a regular basis. Those bins are located in the Narthex in the closet cubicle next to the
Social Hall. In addition, we will provide a dinner again when St. David’s does the week of hosting for SOS. The date
of that event is yet to be determined.
Please review the schedule below. One of our parishioners will be coordinating each event and we will publicize the
needs and ways that you may participate. Please see the article on Common Ground in this newsletter to find out more
about our upcoming August outreach opportunity. I hope you will join us in engaging all of these worthy programs!

OUTREACH SCHEDULE 2017 – 2018
July
August
September
October
November
December
January
February
March
April
May
June

Common Ground
Baldwin Center
Bound Together
COTS
Freedom House
Snack Pax

Special thanks to our Outreach Committee Members: Dee Damico, Bev Bryan and Diane Wittlinger for their enthusiasm and leadership!
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DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION PRESENTATION
On Sunday, June 11th, Margaret Sands-Goldstein did a presentation during coffee hour on material that our Bishop’s
Committee learned about during a Diocesan training back in February. Our Episcopal Church is embracing ongoing
conversations about how we as individuals and congregations can better understand, welcome and include people
who are different from us.
This diversity may include such things as: political perspectives, age,
race, ability, education, career, sexual orientation, economics, marriage, culture, worship/music preferences and country of origin.
As Christians, we often say that we welcome everyone into our faith
communities and neighborhoods, but unfortunately we still exclude
people whether we realize it or not. This exclusion comes in many
forms and is typically the reason why churches do not grow. More
importantly, we are called to love all our neighbors, not just the ones
who agree with us or look, talk, and act as we do.
It is our hope to provide more opportunities for this type of conversation and reflection throughout the coming year. Thank you for participating and thanks to Margaret for facilitating!

July 26
Chad and Mary Creager

July 14 - May Kuofie
July 22 – Miriam Goldstein
July 26 - Fr. Steve
July 29 – Bev Bryan and Cynthia Braun
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COMMON GROUND
Our Outreach activity for August is to provide needed items to Common Ground, a residential program in Pontiac that
specializes in mental health and substance abuse treatment. Below you will find a list of things that you may bring in
during the month of August.
We will have a designated space for you to drop off these things. If you do not want to go out shopping for these products, you may certainly donate money and we will go out and shop for you! Checks should be made out to Nativity
with the words Common Ground in the memo line.
Margaret Sands-Goldstein is the coordinator for this activity. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact her.

Needed Items:
Lip balm
Socks for men and women
Inexpensive reading glasses
Composition notebooks (available at most dollar stores)
Lightly used suitcases, duﬀle bags, backpacks, re-usable shopping bags

FATHERS DAY BRUNCH
We wish to thank the women of New Outlook Ministries for sharing
their time and culinary talents in providing us with a scrumptious pancake breakfast on Father’s Day! Thank you to all who made this possible! We enjoyed it very much!

Nativity Episcopal Church
21220 West 14 Mile Road
Bloomfield Twp.MI 48301
Office: 248-646-4100
office@nativityepiscopalchurch.org
Priest@nativityepiscopalchurch.org
www.nativityepiscopalchurch.org

Nativity Episcopal Church
STAFF
Rev. Steve Domienik, Priest-in-Charge
Priest@nativityepiscopalchurch.org
Priest Cell 203-641-2068

JULY CALENDAR EVENTS
July 2 - BC Meeting cancelled for July
July 16 – Sacred Spaces Meeting
after coffee hour.
July 23 - Mariner’s Inn presentation
11:15 - 11 45

Cynthia Braun Music Director
Cindy Hampel Office Manager
BISHOP’S COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Tim Wittlinger – Sr. Warden
Russ Hiatt – Jr. Warden
Mary Creager – Recording Secretary
Sharon McIlnay – Treasurer
Russ Hiatt - Bookkeeper
Beverly Bryan, May Kuofie, Margaret Sands-Goldstein

