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Isaiah 11:6
New King James Version
6

“The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb,
The leopard shall lie down with the young goat,
The calf and the young lion and the fatling together;
And a little child shall lead them.”
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES:
8:30 a.m. in Chapel
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for All
10:45 a.m. in Sanctuary
11:00 a.m. ―Hearts on Fire‖ in the Fellowship Hall
Tuesday—4:30 p.m.—Young Adult Bible Study in the Youth Room
Wednesday- 6 a.m.– Men’s Bible Study
Wednesday - 9 a.m.– Women’s Bible Study
Wednesday—5:15 p.m.—Kid’s Club, 7 p.m. Kid’s Bells
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The Mission of the United Methodist
Church is to make
Disciples of Jesus Christ for the
Transformation of the World.
Dear Congregation,
I distinctly remember the day I received the phone call telling Joyce and I we would receive
our first appointment in the Methodist Church. It was an exciting day as we began to plan the
future. We were young, enthusiastic and ready to change the world. After more than 40 years of
ministry the phone has not stopped ringing. God continues to call during the night, on weekends
and interrupts the day off. That‟s the job. After more than 40 years the excitement wanes and the
enthusiasm can be dampened. So when I ran across John 7:17 in the New English Bible these
words spoke to me, “whoever has the will to do the will of God shall know…”. Sometimes we
have to will to do the will of God.
The New International Version uses the archaic word „ascribe‟ in Psalm 29. Ascribe is a
command word to give glory to God. A very modern translation of the word ascribe might mean
„Just Do It‟. Whether we feel like it or not we are to give glory to God. The Ten Commandments
are commandments to obey regardless of our thoughts on the situation. Jesus‟ words to His
disciples were often a mixture of command and invitation. Psalm 96:9 commands us to „worship
the LORD in the beauty of holiness‟ and to fear Him regardless of other distractions in life. Love
is not optional with Jesus.
I was invited to speak at vespers at Copeland the night of the Super Bowl. We had some
good natured fun with the residents at Copeland about preaching opposite the Super Bowl and
possible low attendance. One resident light heartedly offered to read my sermon notes to the
attendees if I just wanted to „fax it in‟. As it turned out Joyce and I enjoyed time with our
grandchildren that weekend. Michael Dean visited that afternoon and we had just a few minutes
to sit down before departing for Copeland. We were tired and I have to admit once I collapsed
into the recliner I didn‟t want to leave. That offer of faxing in the sermon was tempting, but God
had called us to go and preach. I was less enthusiastic about answering that call than I was to
answer the very first call over 40 years earlier. Yet Joyce and were so glad we went. The music,
fellowship and presence of God were a great encouragement to the both of us. We were blessed.
That‟s how it works. There are times that we will the will of God to be done then God
consecrates and rewards. It is not always easy but great spiritual blessings are available when we
will ourselves to do the will of God. Joy.

Blessings! Pastor P. Douglas George

Betty Milhoan has graciously agreed to
head the Prayer Chain.
If you are on the prayer chain or would
like to be a part of this ministry, please
call Cristina in the church office at 330337-9531. We are still working to
rebuild this ministry following Stella
Pridon‟s death. Your help with this
endeavor will be greatly appreciated.

“SACRED SPACE”
by Dr. Bill Harvey

NINE GIFTS FROM GOD PLUS ONE MORE

In Galatians 5:22-23, St. Paul tells us about
nine blessings God gives us: LOVE, JOY,
PEACE, PATIENCE, KINDNESS,
GOODNESS, FAITHFULNESS,
GENTLENESS AND SELF-CONTROL.
He says that God‟s Spirit in us produces “the
fruit of the Spirit,” these nine. He says, “God‟s
Spirit has given us life,” and these nine
describe the life the Spirit gives. Plus, there is
one more. “The Holy Spirit will come upon
you and give you POWER” (Acts 1:8). As we
begin each day with God in prayer, let us ask
God to bless us with LOVE, JOY, PEACE,
PATIENCE, KINDNESS, GOODNESS,
FAITHFULNESS, GENTLENESS, SELFCONTROL and POWER. Going through the
day filled with these blessings, we will be a
blessing to others!

On January 28, 2018, we welcomed Karla McClain as a member of
our congregation. Karla came to us via Letter of Transfer from
Vance Memorial Presbyterian Church in Wheeling, WV.
Karla moved to Salem to be closer to family a couple of years ago.
She is a regular attender of the 10:45 a.m. Sanctuary service and also
attends the 3M Sunday School class.
Please make Karla feel welcomed as part of our congregation!

Saturday, March 10th from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m.
Fellowship Hall
A.L.I.C.E. is a program designed to help us deal
with an active shooter situation in our church.
This informal training class will be taught by
Mary Jo Kidd.
All Ushers, Sunday School Teachers, Nursery
Workers, and those involved in Children and
Youth Ministries are encouraged to attend this
informational training session.
Please see Pastor George or Mary Jo Kidd
for more information.

March 25th—Palm Sunday
8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. services
will be in the Sanctuary
March 29th—Maundy Thursday
7 p.m. Communion Service in the Sanctuary
March 30th—Good Friday
Service at noon in the Chapel
April 1st—Easter Sunday
6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service in the Youth Room
7:15 a.m.—Continental Breakfast in Youth Room
8:30 a.m.—Devotional Gathering in Chapel
9:15 a.m.—Coffee Hour in Sanctuary
9:30 a.m.—Sunday School for All
10:30 a.m.—Music Prelude in Sanctuary
10:45 a.m.—All Church Service in Sanctuary
Coffee and Treats following 10:45 a.m. worship in
Sanctuary. Please mix and mingle!

The Youth Group invites you
to come for an Easter Sunday
open house to see the newly
re-done youth room.

The 6:30 a.m. Sunrise
Service will be held in the
Youth Room followed by a
Continental Breakfast at
7:15 a.m.
Please come!

The Youth Group meets on Wednesday evenings
from 5:45 p.m. to 7 p.m. in the Youth Room.
Newcomers are always welcome!
The Youth Room is getting a much needed make-over:
The Youth Group has been busy cleaning and painting.
The Youth Room will be ready to host the 6:30 a.m.
Sunrise Service on Easter Sunday.
The Youth Group will be attending the Love is Red
Conference in Canton, Ohio.
The Youth Group will be participating in the Lenten
Impact Services on March 14, 21, and 28. at 6 p.m.
There will not be regular youth group those evenings.

Please see Jeff Barton for details on these and
other upcoming Youth Group activities.

The annual Easter Egg Hunt is set for
Saturday, March 31st at 10 a.m. in the south
parking lot. The festivities will be moved
indoors in the case of inclement weather. So,
please mark your calendars and round up your
children and grandchildren for this fun event!
Candy donations are now being accepted.
There is a candy receptacle in the
Sanctuary. Small pieces of individually
wrapped candy would work best.
Please see Barb Irwin for more information.

PENTECOST RETREAT | APRIL 20th & 21st
Salem First U.M.C. is hosting a Conference-Wide Pentecost Retreat. This retreat will encompass the entirety of the church building. No
other activities may be scheduled in the church during this retreat. The retreat will begin on Friday and will end at lunchtime of Saturday.
On Saturday afternoon we will host the Mahoning Valley District annual meeting. Our U.M.W. will be providing meals for this event. The
bulk of the expenses for this event has been paid for via a grant from the East Ohio Conference. There will be a nominal fee which will
cover the cost of the meals.
The congregation is invited to attend this retreat. Please see Pastor P. Douglas George for more information.

The church calendar is quickly filling up.
Please be mindful and check with Cristina or
Yvonne in the church office regarding the
availability of the church facilities for an event
that you are planning.

Here is what is scheduled thus far:

April 20th & 21st—Pentecost Retreat (Entire Church Building)
April 28th—U.M.W. Meatloaf Preparation Day (Fellowship Hall & Kitchen)
Men‟s Rally in the Valley (Church Van will provide transportation)
May 4th & 5th—Private Wedding Rehearsal & Wedding Ceremony in Sanctuary
May 11th & 12th—U.M.W. Rummage Sale in Fellowship Hall
May 18th & 19th—Private Wedding Rehearsal & Wedding Ceremony in Sanctuary
May 28th—Memorial Day (Church Office Closed)
June 2nd—Super Kids Soapbox Derby & Faithful Hearts Concession Stand
June 10th—June 14th—V.B.S. at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
June 17th-19th—Outdoor Tent Revival in the south parking lot
June 23rd—Private graduation party in the Fellowship Hall
July 4th—Independence Day (Church Building closed)
August 11th—Annual “Free for All” Block Party

MARCH 1, 2, 3
$25.00
Canton, Ohio
Permission Slips are required.
Please see Jeff Barton for details.

The Widow’s Group
12 p.m. Lunch in the Café
Monday, February 26th
Please join us ~ You’ll love us!
We will also meet on March 26th
At 12 p.m. for lunch in the Café.
Please see Pat Mosley for details.

How Does Your Flag
Look?

Troop 2, Methodist Church is selling American
Flags that are “Made in America”!
Prices vary, depending on the size of flag you
choose. They also have polyester flags that are
more weather resistant.
Please honor our Scouts, as well as America, by
buying a flag!
STAND UP FOR AMERICA!
BUY LOCAL . . .BUY FROM OUR OWN
SCOUTS!

Gary & Kay Davidson
Norm & Jean Oyster
Terri Sims
Terri Spack
Merry Beth Tausch
Prayer requests may be submitted by calling
the church office at
(330) 337-9531 or via email at
office@firstumcsalem.org.
Unless otherwise requested, all names shall appear on
the list for one month and then will be removed.
Thanks!

Thank-you to the generous
donors who have provided the
office with colored 81/2 by 14
paper for the church bulletins.
This congregation has been
awesome with your response and
generosity.

Order Blanks are on the Welcome Center

From the Office:
Dear Committee Leaders:
As your groups, committees, choirs, scouts, etc. begin to plan your
activities for spring and Easter, please let Cristina know in the office.
This way, it can be placed on the church calendar and announced as
needed in the Mirror and bulletins.
As always, the deadline for the Mirror is the 15th of the month for
the following month.
Thank-you!
Cristina

Attention Copeland Residents:
Please join Pastor George for a time
of food and fellowship in the Terrace
Dining Room. All residents of
Copeland affiliated with Salem First
U.M.C. are invited to attend.
The next lunch date is planned for
Wednesday, March 28th at 11:30 a.m .

Please plan to attend!

Do you want to hear the services in the privacy of
your home? We are offering the recordings of the
10:45 services on CD. If you would like a copy of the
service, please contact the church office.
If you would like a copy of the previous
worship services, we will still have copies
of the cassette tapes available.
Thanks! Patty DiAntonio

January
Income $22,123.46
Expense $23,491.68
$-1,368.22

Year to Date
$22,123.46
$23,491.68
$-1,368.11

ROC
$ 190.00
Pantry $ 111.89
Trustees $1,215.15

Salem 1st United Methodist Church
244 S. Broadway Ave., P.O. Box 463
Salem, Ohio 44460
office@firstumcsalem.org
Phone: 330-337-9531 Toll Free Number: 844-638-0604
Rev. P. Douglas George, Senior Pastor
pdgeorge56@hotmail.com
Jeff Barton, Youth Director
jlbarton@student.ysu.edu
John Fitch, ―Hearts on Fire‖ Worship Pastor
Dave Sigman, Pastor of Visitation
Cristina Huffman, Office Manager
Linda Peterson, Organist
Yvonne Bennett, Church Treasurer
Chris Brown, Director of Music
Rick Menough, Maintenance
Charles Ruble, Housekeeper

Dear Salem FUMC’ers,
Please consider receiving the Mirror electronically. It
will save the Church the expense of the paper, printing and
postage. You can see the current and past Mirrors on our
website at www.firstumcsalem.org.
You may notify the office if you choose to do this, and give
us your email address by emailing us at
office@firstumcsalem.org. Thank you!

March
Birthdays
Frances Baughman
Karen Zeigler
Ben St. John
Laverne Hummel
Jeff Barton
Isabella Stewart
Judy McKee
Michael Popa
Joe Toporcer Sr.
Wayne Allio
Lisa Toy
Nancy Ciotti
Diane Collins
Kaylee Carlisle
Kaylee Morgan
Jerold Smith
Alaina Frazier
Bill Schilling
Larry Oesch

03/03
03/04
03/05
03/06
03/07
03/08
03/09
03/09
03/09
03/12
03/12
03/13
03/14
03/15
03/15
03/16
03/20
03/28
03/29

It‟s time to order Easter Flowers (spring bulbs).
Order forms will soon be distributed in the
bulletins and will be available in the
church office.
The deadline to order is Sunday, March 18th.
The flowers will be delivered on Friday,
March 30th and will remain on the altar in the
Sanctuary until following the 10:30 a.m.
Easter Service.
Please order yours today.

March 2018
GREETERS FOR MARCH
03/04 Ron & Mary Lou Shively
03/11 Wayne & Pat Clark
03/18 Richard & Lillian Morenz
03/25 Bill & Heather Sedlacek (8:30 Service)
Mark & Laura Schmidt (10:45 Service)
ALTAR CHAIR FOR MARCH
Becky Bartholow

ATTENDANCE FOR FEBRUARY
Sunday, February 4, 2018
8:30 – 40
SS – 76 10:45 - 143 11:00—0
Sunday, February 11, 2018
8:30 – 38
SS – 75 10:45 – 100 11:00—27
Sunday, February 18, 2018
8:30 – 40
SS – 65 10:45– 93 11:00— 35
There were 22 in attendance at the
Ash Wednesday Service.

ALTAR FLOWERS FOR MARCH
03/04 Open
03/11 Open
03/18 Open
03/25 Open (Palm Sunday)
COFFEE HOUR HOSTS—9:15– MARCH

03/04
03/11
03/18
03/25

3M Class
Men’s Group
Open
Open

SECOND HOUR HELPERS
03/04 Barb Irwin (Volunteers Needed)
03/11 Janet Borders & Missy Iler
03/18 Christine Toporcer & Lora Herbert
03/25 Joe & Lynn Popa
NURSERY - MARCH
03/04 Lisa Toy & Kathy Bennett
03/11 Cecelia Hrovatic, Kay Davidson
Linda Oesch, Kiersten Schell
03/18 Lisa Toy & Ginny Huffman
03/25 Pat Clark & Karen Zeigler
Subs: Tammy Peppel
Elaine Omslaer
Ginny Huffman
COMMUNITY EASTER SERVICE
The “Hearts on Fire” team will be
conducting a Community Easter Service
at the Memorial Building in Salem. It
will be at 9 a.m. on Easter Sunday
(April 1st).
Pastor John Fitch will bring the
message and the H.O.F. Praise Team
will provide the praise music.

READERS FOR MARCH
8:30 - Gloria Cecil
10:45 - Randy Keene
03/04
03/11
03/18
03/25

USHERS FOR MARCH
Team #1, Schmidt
Team #2, Hiner
Team #3, Shively
Team #5, Peppel

03/04
03/11
03/18
03/25

ACOLYTES FOR MARCH
David Sigman & Mason Brown
Lexi Tsibulsky & Kendall McClish
John Kidd & Ellie Kidd
Luke Schell & Mason Brown
VAN DRIVERS FOR MARCH

Bob Floor & Joe Popa

Daylight Savings
Time begins on
March 11th.
Please spring
ahead and be on
time for church!

TACO BAR
Missions Meal

KIDS’ CLUB
Every Wednesday at 5:15 p.m.
Please use the South Entrance.

Sunday, March 11th

There will be snacks, Bible lessons, music
and activities.
Children from grades 1 to 6 are welcome

Following worship
services.

Please see Krista Fitch for details.

The combined Missions Meal and Fellowship
Meal will be on Sunday, March 11th following
worship services. The proceeds from this
meal will support the Youth Camp Fund.
Scott & Lori Brooks
Jim & Donna Beardsley
Michael & Mary Jo Kidd

29 Years
6 Years
19 Years

03/04
03/10
03/13

Song of Solomon 8:6-7
6
Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal upon thine arm: for love is
strong as death; jealousy is cruel as the grave: the coals thereof are coals of
fire, which hath a most vehement flame.
7

Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it: if a
man would give all the substance of his house for love, it would utterly be
condemned.

We will be doing Blood Pressure checks after 1st
Service 9:30 to 9:45, and prior to second service 10:15
to 10:30 in the Pastor’s study. This will be on the first
Sunday of each month only, the next one will be
March 4th. There will be no blood pressure check in
April due to Easter. We will resume in May.

We are having a fun filled taco bar. You’ll
have your choice of hard tacos, soft tacos, or
taco salad with all the fixings. Please bring a
complementary side dish or dessert.
Remember this is for the kids so Doritos,
cookies, confetti cupcakes, etc. will be great
choices. Thanks!
So, please spring ahead that morning and
come for worship and stay for the meal.
Please see Fred Bennett for details.

My family and I would like to
express our sincere thanks to
the congregation. Your cards,
phone calls, thoughts and
prayers were much needed
and appreciated in the days
following Clyde‟s death.
I will never forget your
kindness and compassion.
Barb Brown

Saturday, March 3rd at 9 a.m.
Chapel
Please see Pastor George for details.

Saturday, April 28th
Covelli Center in Youngstown
The church van will provide transportation. There
will be a sign-up sheet for this event after Easter.
Please see Jim Mueller for more information.

MEN’S MISSION TRIP
It’s not too late for men aged 18 and
up to register for this mission trip to
Hattiesburg, MS.

As part of our Lenten services we will try
something new this year. We will gather in the
newly renovated youth room for what we will
call an Impact Service.
Simply put these services will include music,
fellowship, devotions and testimonies on how
God has impacted our lives. Our Youth
Director Jeff Barton will lead these services
from 6 -7 p.m. on March 14, 21 and
28. Everyone of all ages are invited.
Please see Jeff Barton or Pastor George for details.

We would like to thank our church family for
your prayers, cards and words of
encouragement during my sister‟s (Flo
Ferguson) illness and death in December.
It is a blessing to be part of this family of
fellowship.
Again, thank you so much!
Linda and David Peterson
Thank-you to the many groups that
have signed up to sponsor Fellowship
Meals in 2018. We still have slots
open. So, please gather your Bible
Study class, SS class, pew mates, etc.
and sign-up to sponsor a meal. All
costs are covered out of the offering
basket first. The “extra” money
donated goes to a work project around
the church. If a date is left open, there
simply will be no meal that particular
month.
There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board
across from the church office.

Please see Fred Bennett for details.

Please see Fred Bennett for details.

It would be wonderful to see some new faces
at the Welcome Center.
If you could stay after the 10:45 a.m. service
for a few minutes to greet members and
VISITORS, it would be greatly appreciated!
Please see Pat Mosley for details on how you
can get involved.

Sunday, April 8th
Following Worship Services
The Faithful Hearts will have a gift basket auction fundraiser.
The gift baskets to be auctioned will be on display by Easter.
Janet Keene will be the auctioneer for this live action to be held
during the April 8th Fellowship Meal.
So, please come for U.M.W. Sunday and stay for the meal and
have some fun. The highest bidder wins!
The proceeds will benefit the work of the Faithful Hearts.
Please see Lori Brooks for details.

The church office will be closed
on Monday, April 2nd.
The Faithful Hearts are a group of caring and
energetic women who work to raise funds to
support church projects. In 2017, the group
raised $3,417.01 through various fundraisers
including the Cookie Walk, Bake Sales, Candy
Sale, Concessions Stands, etc. After expenses,
the group was able to donate $1,382.57 to the
Trustees to help pay for the new security system
in the church office, $300.00 to the camp fund
and $100.00 towards the white cross ministry.
The group also made some other donations.
The Faithful Hearts meet the third Sunday of
each month at 8:45 a.m.
Please see Lori Brooks for more information.

U.M.W. SUNDAY

Please make a note of this and
plan accordingly.
Thanks!

TIMOTHY’S
TEAM
The Missions Committee is restarting Timothy‟s Team with a slightly
different scope. The goal is to help folks maintain their homes and
help out with all those little projects that have become physically too
much as you‟ve matured. It could range from loose joints on those
kitchen chairs, that light bulb that requires a trip up the ladder, small
wall repair and painting projects, catching up on little outdoor cleanup, etc. We will consider all requests, but the size and complexity of
our projects will be modest.
We are also looking for volunteers to help our older, frailer friends at
Salem First U.M.C. maintain their homes. The request cards are in
the rack next to the Upper Room booklets on the left side of the wall
across from the main church office. The volunteer sign-up sheets are
in a green folder on the Welcome Center.
Please see Fred Bennett for more information.

Sunday, April 8th
Our U.M.W. ladies will be
conducting the 8:30 a.m.
service in the Chapel and
the 10:45 a.m. service in the
Sanctuary.
Please come!

WHY FELLOWSHIP MEALS ARE IMPORTANT
Fellowship meals provide a chance to bond and talk with our fellow
congregants. That personal connection can itself become a powerful
tool for ministry. Also, the proceeds of the fellowship meals are used
for work projects around the church. In 2017, enough extra funds
were generated that the Missions Committee was able to pay for the
electric work in the Café. Your participation and donations have
made these meals a success. Thank-you!!!

