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LSSD
it is clear that LGBTQ students
are often the targets of discrimination, straight students can also
be targeted by homophobic behavior. It appears that the presence of a group like a GSA can
create a more supportive environment, one that also decreases suicidal thoughts in LGBTQ students by half.

dents who can get a sense of
what their friends are going
through.

Further research indicates that
the longer GSAs exist in a
school, the greater effect they
have. In schools where a GSA
has been around for three years
or longer the risk for having suicidal thoughts for bisexual and
gay boys was lowered by 70 percent.

Students lead the group, and
decide together what they want
out of the meetings. Getten says
that in addition to networking,
students use the space to talk
about how things can be made
better, how to communicate
about issues with staff and especially substitute staff who don't
know them as well, and raising
awareness. They have also taken
action by putting up posters, and
presenting about the group at a
recent school pepfest.

Acting as a network of peers,
GSA groups lessen feelings of
alienation and isolation for
LGBTQ students, and support a
sense of empowerment and belonging. Further, GSAs give
straight students a forum to act as
allies for their peers.
THHS sixth grade teacher
Brian Getten became the group's
staff liaison after a tenth grade
student approached him last year
with the idea. The student had
attended a school in Duluth previously where a GSA existed and
wanted to see it brought to
LSSD. Getten says the results
have been positive.

“The kids say this time after
school is a safe place to be who
they are, and is a much needed
option to support students mental
health before they are in a crisis,”
said Getten.

“Some of the posters put up
were about the group and were
taken down, and they talked
about that, and other posters have
just had positive messages,”
Getten said.

“It's amazing how positive
these kids are and how much
they want to affect change and
awareness,” said Getten.

According to the website
youth.gov LGBT youth and teenagers who express their gender
differently than societal expectations are more likely to experience alienation, rejection by
friends or family, physical violence, and emotional bias. These
conditions put these students at
higher risk of mental health challenges, including anxiety, depression, and attempted suicide.

Getten says that the group,
which meets in his classroom every Thursday after school, is not
only a safe place for transgender
and homosexual students, but
also an alliance with straight stu-

“Kids tell me this helps them
know they are not alone, and
most weeks someone new comes
to the GSA,” Getten said, “They
have such full hearts, they want
good in the world.”

"Spring Fever" Voyageur Art
Club's Annual Spring Exhibit
Now on Display!
Cedar Coffee Company will
again host the annual spring
exhibit of the Two Harbors
Voyageur Art Club.
Paintings, drawings, and
photography from 17 of its
members will be on display
through April 30. There will be
an opening reception at the Cedar
Coffee Company on Friday, April
5th, from 5:00 to 7:30. Cedar
Coffee Company is located just a
few blocks north of Super One
Foods in Two Harbors.
There are 30 works, plus prints
and note cards created from this
talented group of artists! The
group was formed in the 1960's,
meeting in each other's homes for
critiques and conversations. In
the 1990's, they moved into their
permanent home in the Art
Center, which also is the home of
the Senior Workshop and the
Two Harbors wood carvers. The
center is located on South Avenue in historic downtown Two
Harbors, just east of the Train
Depot Museum.
The Voyageur Art Club meets
the third Monday, September
through May, at 1:30, starting

with a demo, and followed by
their business meeting. Newcomers are always welcome, and they
are more than a "watercolor"
group: ceramics, glass, photography, sculpture, mixed media,
jewelry, as well as paintings in
all media round out the talent in
the group.
Members from Duluth to Silver
Bay are encouraged to come to
the Art Center and check them
out.

“Here Comes the Sun” Acrylic painting by Arlee Wilkes

The gallery opens for the
summer season, starting Memorial Day Weekend and remains
open (on Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays) through the end of
September.
One of their long time members, Arlee Wilkes, teaches at
watercolor class at the Center
each Thursday from 10 -12. Stop
by and see what Arlee and her
students are up to, or join in the
fun! For more information,
contact the club's President,
Sandi Pillsbury Gredzens at
(218) 391-2456. They hope to
see you at their reception, or
simply drop in to the Art Center!

“Spring’s
Here”
Watercolor
painting by
Linda Gerga

