Skagit County Fire District 9

16818 W. Big Lake Blvd

Mount Vernon, WA 98274

Meeting Minutes

September 13th, 2021
The regular business meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners of Skagit County Fire District #9 was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Commissioner Gubrud.  The next business meeting is scheduled for Monday, October 11th at 6:00 p.m.  The meeting minutes of August 9th and August 23rd were approved as written.  Present were Commissioner Gubrud, Commissioner Harmon, Commissioner Thomson, Chief Berg and Secretary Berg.  Firefighters Phill Zimmerman, Anya Paxson, Michael Keith, Mark Redis and Brian McMahan called into the meeting via Zoom.  Lieutenant Jeff Olson came in late. 
Correspondence:  N/A
Old Business:  

Newsletter – Next newsletter will go out later this month.   
Fire Engine – Commissioner Harmon and Chief Berg are still working on ways to be able to fund a new engine.
Retention Pond – Commissioner Thomson had a representative from Fisher Construction Group come out and give an estimate to fix the pipe and control valve for the retention pond.  They would install a 12” pipe with catch basin which will bring the retention pond up to the original specifications. Commissioner Harmon made a motion to accept the proposal and move ahead with the installation of the pipe with a number not to exceed $24,790.77.  Commissioner Thomson seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
Vaccine Mandate – There was a lengthy discussion about the governor’s vaccine mandate including comments from the firefighters.  As of the day of the meeting, 18 of our firefighters have submitted their vaccine card.  The commissioners agreed that the only options for those not vaccinated are to complete a medical accommodation, complete a religious accommodation, take a leave of absence or stay with the department but provide no patient care.  For those that do not turn in a card before October 18th, they will be limited to no patient care.  Commissioner Thomson made a motion to obtain everyone’s Covid vaccine record but operate as normal until October 18th at which point the non-vaccinated will be limited to no patient care.  Commissioner Harmon seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.   Commissioner Thomson will attend the next Association meeting to discuss these options with the firefighters.   
Call Report – Secretary Berg gave an update on the call volume for 2021.  We have responded to 230 calls so far this year.  We responded to 26 calls for the month of August.
New Business: N/A
Chief’s Report:  
· The 911 parade had 40 trucks this year and the highway was full of people.
· Training has been hit and miss.  They are planning on having more on-line training and having training where everyone can split up. 

· The Heli Tec Crew had Covid and there have been several firefighters that have had it recently.
· We are down two defibs. They are $9,000 to replace.  Chief Berg thinks we can bill EMS for part of the cost.

· We are still waiting on the FEMA grant.

· Chief Berg would like for Captain Klinefelter to step into Assistant Chief Miner’s position while he takes a leave of absence.  Commissioner Thomson made a motion to fund the Assistant Chief position with an individual appointed by the Chief.  Commissioner Harmon seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

· Joe Fleming and Tanner Braman are in the academy.  Chief Berg has ordered new gear for Joe.

Public Comments:  
Executive Session:  N/A
Commissioner Thomson made a motion to approve payroll check #’s 3536-3541 and EFTPS in the amount of $3,492.77 and accounts payable check #s 3542-3565 in the amount of $16,204.27 Commissioner Harmon seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:22 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

____________________




___________________________

Tracy Berg, Secretary




Mike Gubrud, Commissioner Chair

