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President’s Letter
by John Mecklenburg
Friends,
It’s that time of year. . .
Thanksgiving’s
behind us and we’re
headed into the
joyous, if not hectic,
Christmas season.
For many (if not most) of us, the
coming four to six weeks will be the
busiest (and perhaps most stressful)
time of the year, ever.
As you dive into the Christmas season,
may I invite you to take a few minutes,
to take a deep breath, to relax a bit, and
to remember. . .

standing that, if even for just a few
fleeting moments, we are a truly
BLESSED people.

in the coming year. Think about the
opportunities that will present themselves in the coming weeks to help a
friend, a relative, or even a complete
stranger, see the coming year with
HOPE and EXCITEMENT!

Oh sure, everything might not be
exactly as we wish it to be and, sure,
we can always hope for brighter, more
prosperous days in the future, but, all Then, take a few EXTRA MINUTES,
in all, we ARE blessed.
every chance you get, to sit and visit
in front of the club’s living room or
We are blessed to live in a great
country, a great area, and a great town. library fireplace. . .to have dinner with
friends. . .and to, just simply, enjoy
We have family and we have friends.
yourself and Rockford’s greatest social
And, we’re still here, with the
opportunity to make life even better, in club. . .a club that’s great. . .primarily…
the coming year, for those around us. because YOU’RE a member!
And then, look forward. Look forward
to the coming Christmas season. Look
past the bustle and hectic pace that’s
likely to take over your life, as the days
draw closer to the holiday.

What you were thankful for as you sat
with your family on Thanksgiving,
Look forward to making someone
surveying those around you and under- else’s life BETTER this Christmas and


Try this and, perhaps, the upcoming
five or six weeks will be a little more
joyous and little less hectic.
And friends, from Kathy and me,
please have a BLESSED and
JOYOUS Christmas!



Welcome, New Members!
New Member
Organization
Sponsor
Alma Mater
Norman Dasenbrook/Heidi Buchholz Dasenbrook Counseling/Retired Joe Geraghty U of Wisc/NIU
David E. Anderson, Jr.
U.S. Navy
Sherri Habben Valley Forge Military Academy




Member News
Applause to Einar Forsman and Ruth Little for being recognized with a Spirit of Caring Award from Crusader
Clinic.
Hats off to Linda Niemic for being presented with the Danny K. Davis Achievement Award from the Illinois
Primary Health Care Association.
A “well done" to Becky and Pete Rundquist for helping Habitat for Humanity build ten homes for ten families
in ten days in Hawaii. It was their second trip to assist Habitat in Hawaii.
Congratulations to Mike Schablaske upon receiving an Alumni Award of Distinction from Rockford University.

The Social Corner
by Patrick O’Gorman,
Chairman Social Committee
2017 Recap

The 2017 Social Calendar concludes
with the holiday teas and visits by
Santa Claus to all our good little
boys and girls. As I reflect on our
club’s social year, I am proud that
we have done a good job of turning
this club into not only a great supper
club, but a true dining and social
club. We could not have made that
our without the vital help of our
staff who really pitched in to make
all the new social events a success.
We thank them for their dedication.
I would also like to thank our social
committee for their good ideas,
follow-through and leadership.
A year and a half ago when the
board met with the consultants, it
was stressed that for this club to
continue we needed to expand our
membership, and that more social
events could drive in new members
as well as retain current members. A
look back at our social calendar for
2017 shows a lot of entertaining,
educational and fun events. We
continue to have our holiday
brunches and expanded to three
summer holiday picnics. Forbes
University continues to be a success,
and we had our first dinner & movie
events this year. Of course we had a
great summer for dinner on the
deck, often with live music. Another
memorable Club Rio de Rock, a
great Cubs game in Milwaukee, and
the first Chuck Wagon Dinner and
Barn Dance. The fall brought us
painting events, the start of our
book club, our annual Thanksgiving
Eve party and we topped it off with
the trip to Chicago for dinner at the
U Club of Chicago and then on to
“Hamilton.”

FORBES UNIVERSITY
Stimulating Discussion/Lecture Series

Begins January 11, 2018
“What In the World Is Going On?
“Professor” Ben Healy reprises his popular current events session and
challenges you to think, question and re-consider what’s going on.
Come with an open mind, questions and suggestions.
Join us for stimulating discussion/lecture series of Forbes University, 6–7 p.m. in
the Card Room. Then, stay for a delicious dinner prepared by Chef Ty. When
making reservations, please specify if for both discussion and dinner.
Bring Friends & Guests! The series is free to U Club members and their guests.
Bring your friends, colleagues and neighbors.
How Do We Top 2017?

Forbes University continues in 2018,
with January 11 as the first evening.
This winter the social committee
would like to try a monthly game
night at the club with a different
game each month like Bunco,
Pictionary and Trivia.

another Chuck Wagon Dinner and
Barn Dance and Head of the Rock
Regatta viewing. How about a bus trip
to the 2018 Cheese Days in Monroe
in September?

We can do all these things with your
help, input and attendance. I ask
members to consider being a financial
Mark your calendar for Saturday,
sponsor for one major event each
February 10 as we present a
year. The sponsorships range from
Valentine Dinner and Dance. It will $100 to $500. These corporate/
be a great evening of fine dining and individual sponsorships provide you
dancing to the music of a local band. with valuable recognition and privileges. Most of all, they can really help the
club continue to offer high-quality
social programs that can make your
membership investment more
enjoyable and meaningful.

We will continue with the monthly
book club and again roll out the
dinner & movie in the spring.
Before you know it will be baseball
season again and we will offer
another Cubs vs. Brewers game.
Summer will mean dinner on the
deck, summer picnics and swimming.
Look for another summer fun night
with a movie on the lawn and Club
Rio de Rock. Kick off fall with

Thank you very much for your
consideration. Please contact me
with any questions.

Club Notes
December 5, 12 & 19 | Taco
Tuesdays with a Twist

Join us the first three Tuesdays in
December from 6–8 p.m. as we
offer a light meal and great camaraderie in our Varsity Room and Card
Room. Each night will be a different
“taco.” The nightly special is listed
in the calendar and in eblasts. Please
enjoy $3 glasses of house wines and
other drink specials to compliment
the food. Please make reservations
so we have enough for everyone.
December 11 & 13 | Children’s
Christmas Party with Santa!

Santa Claus is coming to the U Club
for our annual children’s Christmas
Party. The festivities start at 5:30 p.m.
Shirley Temple cocktails, eggnog and
the adult- and child-friendly buffet
opens at 6 p.m. sharp. $18.95 adults
and children four and older; $12.95
for children under four. Children
12 and under will receive a gift
straight from Santa. Reservations
are required; please specify age and
gender of each child in your party to
guarantee a gift for every good little
boy and girl.
December 11-15 & 18-22 |
Holiday Teas

Please join us for our ninth annual
Holiday Tea in the beautiful and
festively decorated living room of the

University Club. The teas are Monday
through Friday, the weeks of December 11–15 and December 18–22,
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. The cost is $28.95
per person including gratuity and tax.
Chef Ty’s creations of delectable tea
sandwiches as well as savory and
sweet treats, accompanied by our
specially blended tea are a highlight
of the season. Champagne mimosas
and poinsettia cocktails are available
to order additionally. Due to the
popularity of the teas and the waiting
list, there is a 24-hour cancellation
policy. Please make your reservations
early to the best tea in Rockford.

December 12 | Book Club

D_]_m\_r 11–15 &
D_]_m\_r 18–22
11:30 [.m. to 1 p.m.

Please join us on Tuesday,
December 12 at 7 p.m. as member
Shauna Gustafson leads the group
discussion about two classic stories,

“A Christmas Carol” by Charles
Dickens and “A Christmas Memory”
by Truman Capote. Taco Tuesday
with a Twist begins at 6 p.m. so
consider arriving a bit earlier for
dinner. Please contact the club if
you plan to attend so we can set
up accordingly.
December 15 & 22 | Deadlines for
Holiday Carryout Orders

The U Club makes preparing your
holiday dinner easy this year by
doing the cooking for you. Whether
you need the whole meal or just
homemade gravy, we have you
covered. Order forms are available
at the club and on the web site at
www.uclubrockford.com. Please
contact Julie or Lisa if you have any
questions. Christmas orders must be
received by the close of business on
Friday, December 15 at noon, with
pickup on December 22 between
2–6 p.m. The deadline for New
Year’s Eve orders is Friday,
December 22 at noon, with pickup
on December 31 between 12–4 p.m.
Meals are fully cooked and come
with reheating instructions.
(Continued on page 4)

Club Notes, continued
December 14 | Two for
$29.95 Dinner

A great and affordable way to treat
your friends and potential new
members is our “Two for $29.95”
dinner. Enjoy a salad or coleslaw,
choice of entrée and a side dish.
Dinner also comes with a choice of
our house wine (cabernet,
chardonnay, pinot grigio, merlot
or white zinfandel). Reservations
help us serve you better.

option for people attending the
RSO’s Holiday Pops at the
Coronado Theatre that afternoon.
Reservations are required, so please
make them early.

Prix Fixe New Year’s Eve Dinner
with seating times available from
5–8 p.m. The New Year’s Eve
dinner will feature a four-course
menu; the culinary options will be
announced on December 1. We can
accommodate 75 reservations for
this event and there is a 24-hour
cancellation policy.

December 16 | Saturday
Pre-Concert Dinner

We will be open for dinner service
5–7:30 p.m. on Saturday, December
16 before the Rockford Symphony
Orchestra’s Holiday Pops concert at
the Coronado Theatre. Reservations
help us serve you better, so please
call ahead to reserve your spot.
Look for more details in our
weekly emails.

December 21 | Yulefest Buffet

Celebrate Rockford’s Scandinavian
heritage on Thursday, Dec. 21 from
6–8 p.m. with the club’s traditional
Yulefest holiday buffet. Chef Ty
has put his spin on family recipes
donated by some of our own
members to help create this special
December 17 | Holiday Brunch
A festive way to start your Christmas holiday feast. Adults $18.95, children
under 12 $9.95, and children under
week is our annual Holiday brunch
three are free. Please make your
from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Enjoy
reservations in advance so Chef Ty
your favorite holiday selections at
can prepare accordingly.
our all-you-can-eat buffet, $25.95
adults, $12.95 children 12 and
December 31 | New Year’s
under, and free for three and under. Eve Dinner
Please join us for a celebratory
To add bottomless Champagne
evening on Sunday, December 31
and mimosas to your buffet, it’s
just $5 more. This brunch is a great featuring Chef Ty’s specially created

Hours for Christmas and
New Year’s Day

The University Club will be closed
from Saturday, December 23
through Tuesday, December 26 and
on Monday, January 1 in observance
of the Christmas holiday and New
Year’s Day. The Club will be open
to welcome you back on Tuesday,
January 2.

(L–R) Enjoying the U Club deck and the last, warm days of fall are Craig and Julie Flynn with new members
Priscilla and Jay Heath.

Club Notes, continued
Featured Wines in December

Tenshen Red Blend 2015

January 10 Annual Meeting

Mark your calendar for our annual
meeting, Wednesday, Jan. 10, 5:30
p.m. Immediately following the
meeting enjoy our prime rib and
roasted chicken buffet dinner for
$19.95 per person. When making
reservations, please specify if it is for
the meeting, dinner, or both. The
meeting is open to members and
their spouses/partners. Although we
are taking reservations, we will not
be reserving tables, as the tables are
first-come, first-serve.

Black cherry, oregano,
eucalyptus and dried
sage show on the nose.
The palate packs a mix
of herbal seasonings,
including anise and
spearmint, alongside
black cherry and baked
blueberry fruit.
$11 Glass; $40 Bottle
Pairs well with Black Angus Filet,
New York Strip & Chipotle and
Garlic-Marinated Pork Tenderloin
Tenshen White Blend 2016

Aromas of tangerine
and ripe melon lead to
• U Club logo rocks glasses, $5 each; flavors of peach and
apricot. Balanced acidity
pair of two Moscow Mule mugs
and juicy honeysuckle
with the U Club logo, $20/set.
Proceeds from the sale of U Club accent the finish with a
hint of hazelnut.
logo glassware benefit the
U Club’s scholarship endowment. $9.50 Glass; $35 Bottle
Holiday Gift Giving Made Easy

• Give the gift of wine to your
friends and family this holiday
season. Please contact Kelly
for available wines for purchase
and/or suggestions.
• What about a U Club dining gift
certificate for your fellow U Club
member friends? Please contact
Julie for more information.

Pairs well with Ginger
Shrimp Wrapped In
Applewood-Smoked Bacon & Seared
Diver Scallops

• Remember that the U Club
can help with catering for your
in-house parties this holiday
season. Contact Lisa at the club
or at lpass@uclubrockford.com
to help plan your menu.
• The U Club is a great place to
start your evening when attending
downtown Rockford events.
Whether it’s a full dinner or just a
cocktail, start your night with us
and then carpool to your event.
Check our club calendar for
hours of operation.

University Club of Rockford
945 N. Main Street
Rockford, IL 61103
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Phone: (815) 962-1730
editor@uclubrockford.com
president@uclubrockford.com
buildingandgrounds@uclubrockford.com
foodandbeverage@uclubrockford.com
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• December 5, 12, & 19 | Taco Tuesdays
• December 11 & 13 | Children’s Christmas Parties with Santa
• December 12 | Book Club
• December 16 | Saturday Pre-Concert Dinner
• December 21 | Yulefest Buffet
• December 31 | New Year’s Eve Dinner

Most Members
make reservations—
Thank you!
It helps us
serve you better!

December 2017 Calendar
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

Remember, Kids and Grandkids eat FREE from Kids’ Menu with the purchase of a
regularly priced entrée on Thursday nights.
Reservations allow us to serve you better.
3

10

4
Homestyle Menu
5–8 pm
• Fried Pork Chops
• Spaghetti
Bolognese

5
Taco Tuesday
Beef Tacos
5–8 pm

6
Club Closes at 2 pm

11
Children’s Christmas
Party with Santa,
5:30 pm

12
Taco Tuesday
Maid-Rite Sandwiches
5–8 pm
Book Club, 7 pm

13
Children’s
Christmas Party
with Santa,
5:30 pm

 Holiday Tea—December 11–15,
17
Holiday Brunch,
11 am –
1:30 pm

18
Homestyle Menu
5–8 pm
• Open-Face Roast
Turkey
• Meatloaf

19
Taco Tuesday
Chicken Tacos
5–8 pm

20
Club Closes at 2 pm

 Holiday Tea—December 18–22,
24
Club Closed

25
Club Closed

31
New Year’s Eve Carryout Pickup,
12–4 pm
New Year’s Eve Prix Fixe Dinner,
5–8 pm

26
Club Closed

27
Club Closes at 2 pm

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1
2
Fabulous Friday Fish,
5–9 pm
• Perch

7
Early Bird
5–9 pm
• Martini Filet
• Dijon Salmon

8
9
Fabulous Friday Fish,
5–9 pm
• Catfish

14
Early Bird
5–9 pm
• Two for 29.95*

15
Fabulous Friday Fish,
5–9 pm
• Northern Pike
Christmas Carryout
Orders Due, noon

16
Pre-Concert
Dinner
5–7:30 pm

11:30am–1:00pm 
21
Yulefest Buffet
6–8 pm

22
23
Fabulous Friday Fish, Club Closed
5–9 pm
• Tilapia
New Year’s Eve
Carryout Orders Due,
noon
Christmas Carryout
Pickup, 2–6 pm

Lunch & Dinner
Hours
Lunch Service

Monday – Friday
11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Monday Night
Homestyle Menu

5:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday Night
Taco Tuesdays with
a “Twist”

5:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Thursday Night Early Bird

11:30am–1:00pm 

5:00 – 9:00 p.m.

28
Early Bird
5–9 pm

Fabulous Friday Fish

29
30
Fabulous Friday Fish,
5–9 pm
• Walleye

*Two for $29.95 Special entrée choices:
Blackened Red Snapper and Tavern Steak

5:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Reservations Appreciated
(815) 962-1730
lpass@uclubrockford.com

