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Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

Sent as Disciples

There might be some interesting corollaries
between our Gospel text this morning and the
celebration of our 240th birthday as a nation
tomorrow. People have taken a lot of time
and energy trying to wrap the flag around any
number of purposes, mostly self-serving.
What | hope to draw our attention to this
morning is the parallel between our country’s
early history and discipleship.

In our Gospel text, the disciples of Jesus are
sent out to complete their task, with one major admonition-trust in God. What
Jesus gives as marching orders for these people amounts to a call for them to trust
in God and the plans that He has for them. | think it is safe to say that the same
condition could be suggested for our forefathers.

They risked everything for the prospect of liberty. They took steps when others
urged them not to and acted on their convictions and trust. They put lives, families,
and property on the line, that they would be free. | simply do not know how this
could have been accomplished without a solemn dependence upon the Almighty at
some point in time. If we look and listen, we find that God was all over the hearts
and minds of those who brought liberty to our land.

Just as there was risk in birthing a new country, there is equal risk in becoming a
disciple. The world looks down on such an occupation. People who claim to be
disciples use all manner of other agendas other than merely trusting God for the
results don’t do the concept much service either. There are at least 77 chances for
mistakes and mis-steps in putting together a group of 70 today. Yet God issues the
call to carry on His work by modeling a life of service and trust in Jesus.

It's not easy being a disciple. It takes time, energy, a lot of risk, but mostly trust.
Imagine for a moment if no one acted or took the risk in 1776. We might be living in
an entirely different time and space, with little recourse to the path we have today.
It just takes trust that God will do the heavy lifting!

Pastor Jonathon Kosec
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OUR WORSHIP TODAY
GATHERING AND MEDITATION TIME

Pre-Service Music, Welcome, and Announcements
CONFESSIONAL PRAYER

In this Pentecost Season, we confess to You, O Lord — our division, for we are not
gathered together as Your people in one place; our fear of the rush of your Spirit in
our lives and what it might call us to do or to be; our desire for a monolingual
society, even when you allowed the early church to transcend all language, not
favoring one over another; our actions that can be like the crowds that taunt and
torment, mocking those who are filled with your Spirit that burns like fire and rushes
like wind. For the times we have done this, we know we need to offer our
confession to Almighty God:

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by the
things we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen

ABSOLUTION

Pastor: In this Pentecost season, Lord — help us to let down our barriers to your
Spirit; guide us over to live lives filled with joy, abandon, and faithfulness; and
create in us new hearts to be new people who worship only You. As a result of the
love of God, the work of Jesus, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, | forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Go and sin
no more, that the rest of your life might be pure and holy and modeled after our
Lord Jesus in all we say and all we do, we pray and celebrate this Easter joy in His
Holy Name, Amen.

HYMN 599 My Country Tis of Thee 1-4

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY (Unison): O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus, you
are the city that shelters us, the mother who comforts us. With your Spirit
accompany us on our life’s journey, that we may spread your peace in all the
world, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, and let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly. Alleluia.
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FIRST LESSON- Isaiah 66:10-14 New Living Translation (NLT)

“‘Rejoice with Jerusalem! Be glad with her, all you who love her and all you who
mourn for her. Drink deeply of her glory even as an infant drinks at its mother’s
comforting breasts.” This is what the Lord says “l will give Jerusalem a river of
peace and prosperity. The wealth of the nations will flow to her. Her children will be
nursed at her breasts, carried in her arms, and held on her lap.

| will comfort you there in Jerusalem as a mother comforts her child.” When you see
these things, your heart will rejoice. You will flourish like the grass! Everyone will
see the Lord’s hand of blessing on his servants—and his anger against his
enemies.

THE SECOND LESSON: Galatians 6 New Living Translation (NLT)

Dear brothers and sisters, if another believer is overcome by some sin, you who
are godly should gently and humbly help that person back onto the right path. And
be careful not to fall into the same temptation yourself. Share each other’s
burdens, and in this way obey the law of Christ. If you think you are too important
to help someone, you are only fooling yourself. You are not that important.

Pay careful attention to your own work, for then you will get the satisfaction of a job
well done, and you won’t need to compare yourself to anyone else. For we are
each responsible for our own conduct. Those who are taught the word of God
should provide for their teachers, sharing all good things with them.

Don’t be misled—you cannot mock the justice of God. You will always harvest what
you plant. Those who live only to satisfy their own sinful nature will harvest decay
and death from that sinful nature. But those who live to please the Spirit will harvest
everlasting life from the Spirit. So let’'s not get tired of doing what is good. At just
the right time we will reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up.  Therefore,
whenever we have the opportunity, we should do good to everyone—especially to
those in the family of faith. Notice what large letters | use as | write these closing
words in my own handwriting.

Those who are trying to force you to be circumcised want to look good to others.
They don’t want to be persecuted for teaching that the cross of Christ alone can
save And even those who advocate circumcision don’'t keep the whole law
themselves. They only want you to be circumcised so they can boast about it and
claim you as their disciples.

As for me, may | never boast about anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Because of that cross, my interest in this world has been crucified, and the
world’s interest in me has also died. It doesn’t matter whether we have been
circumcised or not. What counts is whether we have been transformed into a new
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creation. May God’s peace and mercy be upon all who live by this principle; they
are the new people of God

From now on, don’t let anyone trouble me with these things. For | bear on my body
the scars that show | belong to Jesus. Dear brothers and sisters may the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 New Living Translation (NLT)

The Lord now chose seventy-two other disciples and sent them ahead in pairs to
all the towns and places he planned to visit. These were his instructions to them:
“The harvest is great, but the workers are few. So pray to the Lord who is in charge
of the harvest; ask him to send more workers into his fields. Now go, and
remember that | am sending you out as lambs among wolves. Don’t take any money
with you, nor a traveler’s bag, nor an extra pair of sandals. And don’t stop to greet
anyone on the road.

“Whenever you enter someone’s home, first say, ‘May God’s peace be on this
house.” If those who live there are peaceful, the blessing will stand; if they are not,
the blessing will return to you. Don’t move around from home to home. Stay in one
place, eating and drinking what they provide. Don’t hesitate to accept hospitality,
because those who work deserve their pay.

“If you enter a town and it welcomes you, eat whatever is set before you. Heal the
sick, and tell them, “The Kingdom of God is near you now.” But if a town refuses to
welcome you, go out into its streets and say, ‘We wipe even the dust of your town
from our feet to show that we have abandoned you to your fate. And know this—the
Kingdom of God is near!” Then he said to the disciples, “Anyone who accepts your
message is also accepting me. And anyone who rejects you is rejecting me. And
anyone who rejects me is rejecting God, who sent me.”

When the seventy-two disciples returned, they joyfully reported to him, “Lord, even
the demons obey us when we use your name!” “Yes,” he told them, “I saw Satan
fall from heaven like lightning! Look, | have given you authority over all the power
of the enemy, and you can walk among snakes and scorpions and crush them.
Nothing will injure you. But don’t rejoice because evil spirits obey you; rejoice
because your names are registered in heaven.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST.

SERMON “Discipleship” Pastor Jonathon Kosec

SERMON HYMN: 601 America the Beautiful 1,3,4
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OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH: The Apostles Creed (C)

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again. He
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE OFFERING:
After the consecration of the Offering, we will sing the Doxology:

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, Praise him, all creatures here
below, Praise him above, Ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost.

THE PREPARATION OF THE TABLE
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
-PRAYERS OF PRAISE, WORDS OF INSTITUTION, LORD’S PRAYER

THE DISTRIBUTION
THE COMMUNION BLESSING

HYMN 604 God Bless our Native Land

THE BENEDICTION & THE DISMISSAL

P. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C. Thanks be to God

+ + + + + + + + + + o+ o+ o+ o+ o+ o+ o+

WELCOME TO OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN! Thank you for joining us as we worship
our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christt We are happy you are here! As a
kindness to one another, please place your cell phones on muted for the time we
are together in worship. If you are a visitor, let us know you are here! Our hymns
today reflect the patriotic nature of our Fourth of July holiday.

OUR BIBLE STUDY CONTINUES JULY 6TH AND JULY 13TH AT 10:00 AM Our
“‘Summer of Psalms” Bible study will feature a number of psalms, some familiar and
some maybe not so familiar. Please take time to join us if you are able! Let Pastor
Jon know your favorite psalm and we’ll take a closer look at it.
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IN OUR PRAYERS: Please us a prayer request card if you have a specific prayer
request this morning. It is our joy and our privilege to share in these petitions to
Almighty God. If you have them ready before the service, hand them to Pastor
when you have them completed, otherwise give them to the ushers at the time the
offering is collected.

CONGRATULATIONS to Our Savior’s as we celebrate one year together as Pastor
and People with a special potluck following worship. We pretty much can’t do one
without the other, so we are blessed God has brought our paths together to serve
Him at this time and place-together!

Our Savior Lutheran Church, LCMC

14344 Jamison Way Port Charlotte, FL 33953
Website: http://www.oslc-lcmc.com

Worship Time: Sunday 10 A.M.

Bible Study Twice Monthly, Wednesdays at 10:00 AM

Rev. Jonathon Kosec, Lead Pastor
Pastor’s email: jonathonkosec@agmail.com
Church Office: (941) 249-5108

Phone: (941) 916-7300
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