2 TIMOTHY


MAP

Second Letter to TIMOTHY
1 Paul was one of Jesus’ followers who encouraged others to follow God’s advice for a better life.  He wrote this letter to his close friend Timothy, who was in Ephesus, a major seaport on the west coast of Turkey.

Encouragement to Follow God’s Advice

Dear Tim,

I want to remind you that God cares about you and wants you to enjoy the kind of life that Jesus demonstrated.  

I thank God that you’re following God’s advice, as your mother Eunice and grandmother Lois are doing, and I pray every day that you’re encouraging others to do the same.  I remember how sad you were when I left, so I’m looking forward to cheering you up when we see each other again.  

Don’t be embarrassed that Jesus was arrested and executed for encouraging others to follow God’s advice.  That’s why I’m in prison right now.  God will help us endure hardship so others can enjoy a better life.  

God’s plan even before the creation of the world was that everyone would care about each other and enjoy a wonderful life.  Jesus demonstrated that this can happen if we follow God’s advice instead of our own self-centered desires.  So we shouldn’t be embarrassed to suffer hardship for encouraging others to follow his example.

As you know, Phygelus, Hermogenes and a lot of others in western Turkey deserted me because they were embarrassed that I was in prison.  But Onesiphorus helped me a lot while I was in prison there and also here at Rome.  So I hope God will be very kind to him and his family.

2 I’d like you to encourage Jesus’ followers to help others follow his example, as I’ve been doing.  You must be willing to suffer hardship like a dedicated soldier, undistracted by other matters.  As you know, athletes must follow the advice of their coaches if they expect to win, and farmers must work hard to harvest their crops.  God will help you understand how this relates to you.

As you know, I’m in prison because I told others about Jesus, who was a descendant of our famous leader David and who came back to life after he died.  But being in prison doesn’t stop me from encouraging others to follow God’s advice.  I’ll endure anything so others can enjoy a better life by following Jesus’ excellent example.  The more we’re willing to suffer hardship and risk our lives for each other, the more we’ll all enjoy a better life.  But if we refuse to help others, God can’t help us enjoy a better life, because helping others is the basis of God’s plan for our lives.

I’d like you to remind others not to argue over unimportant matters.  Try to set a good example as you follow God’s advice.  Hymenaeus, Philetus and others are discouraging people from following it by claiming that they’re already enjoying the ultimate life.  But anyone who respects God should want to follow God’s advice.  As you know, some people have expensive as well as ordinary dinnerware in their homes.  They use their expensive dinnerware to show their respect for special guests.  So you should follow God’s advice to show your respect for God.

Instead of pursuing your own selfish desires, you should care about others and help those in need, as Jesus did, so you’ll all enjoy a better life.  Avoid people who ask stupid questions just to provoke an argument.  Be kind and humble, and patiently encourage others to abandon their self-centeredness.

3 Those who claim to follow God’s advice but are more interested in satisfying their own selfish desires will continue to make life miserable for others.  They don’t respect God or their parents as they should, and they’re not loyal to anyone but themselves.  They’re arrogant, irresponsible, antagonistic, and violent.  Instead of caring about others and helping those in need, they insult and slander people.  Instead of being thankful for what they have, they cheat others to get more.  They sneak into homes and kidnap vulnerable women to satisfy their selfish desires.  Such men are as foolish as Jannes and Jambres were when they refused to follow the advice God gave Moses long ago.  

You’ve seen how I follow God’s advice and care about others, and how God helped me endure hardship when I was in the towns of Antioch, Iconium and Lystra in central Turkey.  Everyone who follows Jesus’ example can expect to experience some hardship.  But keep following God’s advice, which you began learning as a child, because it gives you the guidance you need to enjoy a better life.  Those who pretend to follow it aren’t fooling anyone but themselves.  

4 I urge you to use every opportunity to help others decide if they want to follow God’s advice as Jesus did.  Some people will refuse and continue to pursue their own selfish desires.  They’ll even recruit others to spread their own advice.  So you can expect to receive a hard time when you encourage them to follow God’s advice.

I’ve committed my life to God, so I’m ready to die at any time.  When I do, God will give me the ultimate life, along with everyone else who follows Jesus’ example.

I asked Tychicus to replace you there so you can come here.  Try to come before winter because Luke is the only helper I have right now.  Demas went to the town of Thessalonica to tend to personal business, Crescens went to the district of Galatia, and Titus went to the district of Dalmatia.  When you come, bring Mark along because he’s a great helper, and bring my coat and the books I left with Carpus in the town of Troas.

Watch out for the metalworker named Alexander, because he strongly opposes God’s advice.  He’s treated me badly, but I’ll let God deal with him for that.  

None of Jesus’ followers showed up to support me at my preliminary hearing.  But I’m thankful that God saved me from being executed and helped me share God’s advice for a better life with those who hadn’t heard it before.  

Greetings
Please give my greetings to Priscilla, her husband Aquila, and the family of Onesiphorus.  I left Trophimus in the town of Miletus because he was ill, and Erastus is in the city of Corinth.

Eubulus, Pudens, Linus, Claudia, and Jesus’ other followers send their greetings.

God be with you.
Sincerely,






Paul
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