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Dear Friends, 

 
 I have been quite distressed by how much our nation seems divided as we prepare to 
transition between our president and our president-elect.  As a Christian and a pastor I have 
thought about the role of the church in such times as these.  Can we as Christians do anything 
to defuse the tense situation that exists in our country?  Is it our responsibility to speak to such 
situations or should we just remain silent?   
 
 Such thoughts have led me to return to the writings of one of my favorite theologians, the 
late Walter Wink who served as a professor at Auburn Theological Seminary in New York City.  
Wink wrote profusely on the óprincipalities and powersô that were central to the writings of St. 
Paul.  This past few days I have read one of his final books, óThe Powers That Be, Theology far 
A New Millennium.ô In the first chapter of this book he agrees with Paul that the church must 
speak out on issues of social justice if it is to live up to its calling as followers and disciples of 
Jesus.  Wink writes: 
 
ñ The spiritual task is to unmask this idolatry and recall the Powers to their created purposes in the 
world.  But this can scarcely be accomplished by individuals.  A group is needed -what the New 
Testament calls an ekklesia (assembly) -one that exists specifically for the task of recalling these 
Powers to their divine vocation.  That was to be the task of the church, ñso that through the church 
(ekklesia) the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and 
authoritiesò (Ephesians 3:10).  The church must perform this task despite its being fallen and 
idolatrous as any other institution in society. . . Personal redemption cannot take place apart from the 
redemption of our social structures.ò  
 
 Christians canôt just have a ówhatôs in it for meô perspective of the world.  Our personal 
salvation is linked directly by the continuous process of our being involved in the 
transformation of our society.  We live in a time of not only of political, racial, economic, and 
social divisions but in a time when partisan politics has become the primary way that we 
communicate with one another.  Putting it plainly, that is idolatry.  Our first allegiance is to God 
and to the kingdom of God that Jesus proclaimed.  That is why I have agreed for our church to 
host a prayer vigil this Friday, January 20th, at noon.  At this vigil we will pray for the 
óprincipalities and powersô represented by our new president, our supreme court, and our 
congress.  But we will also pray for óthe least of theseô in our nation. The very people whom 
Jesus lifted up as a priority for concern and care.  On Sunday, using the lectionary texts for 
the week, I will preach on this subject as well. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Ron      
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JANUARY 
 

Jan 29th     Pastors Tea 

FEBRUARY 
Feb 12th    Wedding Vow Renewals 
Feb 14th    Happy Valentines Day 
Feb 23rd    Soup & Scripture 
Feb 28th    Pancake Dinner 
 

Mark Your Calendars!! 

DEADLINE  FOR  MESSENGER 
If you have an item to be printed in the 

Messenger, you MUST get it to the Church 
Office no later than MONDAY NOON, or place 
it in the Messenger mail box prior to Monday 
noon. 

 

JAN 
Council     7:30 p.m.  Sun. Jan 22nd 
Trustees    7:30 p.m.  Mon. Jan. 30th 
 
Members of the above committees should mark 
their calendars and please make every effort to 
attend. 

Please keep in your prayers this week:  
Gavin Taylor     Flo Clausen 

Davida Cheska    Suzanne Chaffer 

Jane Ells      Joanne Toledo 

Irene Donnelly    John Moriarity 

Patricia Brickmeier   The Clausen Family 

The Steinmetz Family  The Lando Family 

Barbara Pizzigati    Aubrie Kalberer 

The Moriarity /Benedetto Family 

We pray all will be well soon.  

We would appreciate your keeping us updated and 

letting us know of any changes. If you have any 

changes, or if you would like to add someone to the 

list, who is in need of prayers, call 

the church at 785-1829. Thank You. 

There are openings in the schedule for 
flowers on the Chancel table if anyone 
would like to place an order in memory or 
honor of family/friends.  To order, call the 

church office at 785-1829. 

BOCO HAPPENINGS  
COUPONS. - Just a reminder.  We are still 

accepting your current unwanted coupons. We give 

them to the Freeport Emergency Food Pantry where 

the staff cuts them apart and sorts them so their 

PayïPal 
If you like what the church is doing, like our signs or just 
want to help out, please make a donation to our Pay Pal 
account. You can find it on our website at 
www.wmcc1845.com. 

TRIP TO BACK BAY MISSION 
SHRIMP BOIL FUNDRAISER 

 

BOCO is planning a trip to Biloxi, 

Miss. to help out at the Back Bay 

Mission, the first week of 

December 2017.   To kick off  this 

important endeavor, we are 

planning to have a Shrimp Boil 

fundraiser on Saturday April 8th.   

Stay tuned for more details. 

ANNUAL REPORTS  
All annual reports are due no 
later than January 31, 2017. 
Please try to get these reports 
in by that date. It takes time to 
prepare the annual report for 

our Annual Meeting. If your report is not 
handed in in time, you will need to type it, 
and present it, at the Annual Meeting. 
Please call me at the church and let me 
know if you are having a problem getting 
your report to me and I will try and work 
with you. Thank You, Lori  
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