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Welcome to the 71st edition: The journal is not only for the officers of Associations
but also Associations members so we ask you to give it as wide a distribution as
possible to members and anyone else you think might be interested. Articles for
consideration for inclusion will be most welcome. Please submit in word format.
Basil Downing - Waite Chairman/Editor bazval@btinternet.com 01752 771983

Art Exhibition The creative talents of wounded, sick or injured veterans and
serving military personnel were on show in an exhibition created by those Help for
Heroes support at its Plymouth Recovery Centre within Devonport Naval Base. The
exhibition in the Bakehouse Ocean Studios Royal William Yard showcased how art
and creativity can benefit mental and physical wellbeing, forming an important role in
the ongoing journey of recovery of those who have been wounded in the line of duty.

Battle of the River Plate. A ceremony marking the 80th Anniversary of The
Battle of The River Plate was carried out at Plymouths RN War memorial on the Hoe
Saturday 12th October. It was well attended by relatives of the crews of HMS Exeter,
HMS Ajax and HMS Achilles. The service was conducted by Reverend Pete Warland
supported by Standards of the Federation under the control of Peter Clark who’s
father in law was on the guns of HMS Exeter at the time of the Battle

Battle of Trafalgar 1805. Many Royal Naval organisations celebrate the
anniversary every year of this battle that resulted in a major victory but also
unfortunately the death of Admiral Lord Nelson. The local HMS Ganges Association
is no exception and this year they held their dinner at the Mount Edgecome Masonic
Hall. The Corps of Drums from the Royal Marine Corps of Drums got the event off to
a great start. These young drummers are amazing demonstrating great skill and of
course in their full ceremonial dress are a credit to their unit. All attending enjoyed a
fine meal culminating in the traditional ceremony of ‘passing the port’ and toasting
Nelson the Immortal Memory. This year’s Loyal toast was proposed by Ganges
Shipmate Ken Dinham and honoured guest Ian O’Brian from Wolverhamptom
proposed the toast to Nelson.

Captain Henry VC. This year’s memorial event in Ford Park was mainly held
in the Chapel due to the inclement weather. The wreaths were re-laid at the actual
memorial after the service. There were four standards present and a impressive
contingent of Army Cadets involved.
Henry VC received the second Victoria Cross awarded to the Royal Regiment of
Artillery for successfully defending his gun at the Battle of Inkerman against heavy
odds. Although severely wounded for this action he was also commissioned in the
field. He was at the time of the action a sergeant major of 'G' Battery Royal Artillery
when on a foggy November morning in 1854 Russian troops launched a surprise
attack on the British lines and quickly surrounded the Battery. Soon Sgt Major
Andrew Henry was the only British soldier left. With his sword in one arm and using
the other to pull a bayonet from his leg he fought valiantly. Sgt Major Henry received
twelve bayonet wounds but lived to receive the Victoria Cross.

Laying up of old and Dedication of New Standards. Reverend
Joe Dent padre of the Federation of Plymouth ex Services Associations officiated at
the laying up of the old Standard and dedication of the new of HMS Ganges
Association Devonport Division at a ceremony during the Sunday morning service in
St Andrews Church Plymouth on 3rd November. The event was witnessed by
members of the congregation including young people who must have found it most
interesting as well as being an unusual event to take place during a Sunday service.
The old Standard taken into the Church for safe keeping is on display in the
Seafaring Chapple to the right of the Church.

Remembrance 2019: October saw the start of Poppy Appeals of which
there were several both sides of the river and Remembrance Services where the
Federation was happy to support when requested. Federation Standards attend
many of the events. The first service this year was at a Remembrance Service in the
grounds of Efford Crematorium. This is a truly lovely little service involving many of
the young people from the local schools and this year included the cadets from the
newly formed Lipson Academy Royal Naval Cadets. Children laid wreaths at the
memorial with Federation members in attendance.

The following day there were two events organised by the Plymouth Co-Operative
Funeral Services. The first one at the small memorial outside the Gateway to
Crownhill Fort. As well as commemorating Armed Forces Personnel it also
commemorates the civilians of Plymouth who died during the Blitz of the city.
Immediately after this service a second was held at the memorial in the grounds of
the Royal British legion Crownhill. The services were followed by a Buffet in the RBL
provided by the Co-Operative Funeral Services.

In the evening of the 9th November the Federations Festival of Remembrance was
held in the Pavilions. This is always a very well attended event and is possibly one of
the major ones held in the South West. Coordinated by Col. Jon Creswell supported
by CSgt Gary Chapman RM and presented by David Fitzgerald of BBC Radio
Devon it included the Band of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines, Choirs of the Military
Kids Club, Military Wives and Ocean City Sound Chorus. There was an emphasis on
the young people with the Scouts and Guides performing a Gang Show and another
great performance from the Corps, of Drums from the Royal Marine Volunteer
Cadets Corps. The Act of Remembrance was conducted by The Reverend Darren
Middleton who during the service sang the beautiful song ‘The wind beneath my
wings’. Following the show the appropriate ‘cadets of the year, were awarded
medals

Grey Clouds
Feel the rain upon the grass; the words frozen in
the air
Kept alive by whispered memory
That drips from lips of every
Person. Friend, family or stranger.
More precious than a wet rose; the stories
Enclosed by the grey clouds;
The clouds of another November,
Another time to remember those
Who once had seen the clouds.
Today the clouds may be gone
As are so many that are

Not just another name on a list,
But another name that will be missed
And not one will be forgotten.
Us one side of the wall, they are on the other
You know that they are there
But you can’t see them,
A flower beheaded at the stem,
If you could see them again
For just one more day
Would you hold them?
Just hold them and never let go.
Olivia Templeton
Mayflower 400 Young City Laureate 2018-19

Main Event Remembrance Sunday on Plymouth Hoe was extremely well
attended by the general Public along with Serving Armed forces and Veterans with
Standards in attendance under the command of Federation Parade Marshall Jerry
Josse. Veteran Kevin Preston the Federations Delegate of the guard’s recited the
Kohima.
On Remembrance Day itself Monday 11th November Reverend Joe Dent held a
small service outside St Andrews Church. It was a wet and windy day but the
weather was kind to us with the rain holding off until the service was complete.

Aden Vets. Their annual memorial service was held at the Hoe Memorial
Garden. It was a bitterly cold day but still well attended. Peter Johnson declared that
the service was also in remembrance of those who did not return from all conflicts
faced by our Armed Forces and this event will continue as long as possible.

Military Kids Club Choir. These young people got the Christmas Spirit off
to a good start by some lovely singing of Carols at the HMS Ganges Christmas
Dinner. The MKC Heroes are a wonderful organization in Plymouth supporting the
children of service personnel under the guidance of Heather Ogburn MBE and her
team.

Operation Frankton (Cockleshell Heroes) The annual memorial
service at North Corner organized by the Royal Marines Association Plymouth was
held on Sunday 8th December. It was an extremely cold, wet and windy day but
nothing compared to what those brave men faced who were involved in the raid.
On completion of the service the Landlord of the Steam Packet Public House had a
roaring fire and a most welcome buffet and hot drinks.

Funerals with Federation Standards in attendance:
If the Federation is requested to attend Funerals by the families the appropriate
Standard Bearers will willingly give their support. Just make the Funeral Director
aware of the requirement. White Ensigns and the Union Flag is also available.

DIARY OF EVENTS FOR 2020
JANUARY: Monday 27 9 – 11.30 am Holocaust Memorial Day Peace Garden, The
Hoe
MARCH: Sunday 8th 9.30am Lord Mayor’s Civic Church Service Minster Church of
St Andrew. Standards Muster 0900
Monday 9th 10.00. Commonwealth Flag Raising Guildhall Flag Poles/Guildhall Steps
Standards Muster 0930
April:
May: Friday 8th VE Day 75th Anniversary Celebrations The Hoe
Friday 22 Lord Mayor’s Choosing The Guildhall, Plymouth. Standards muster 1000
Saturday 23 Lord Mayor’s Day Plymouth City Centre
Sunday 24 10am The Lord Mayor’s Civic Church Service Minster Church of St
Andrew Standards Muster 0930
June Monday 22nd 10am Armed Forces Flag Raising Ceremony Guildhall Flag
Poles Standards Muster 0930
Week of 14th -20th Mayflower 400 week events
Door of Unity TBA
July: Sunday TBA
August: Saturday 15th V J Day 75th Anniversary St. Andrews Minster Church
Seated by - No later than 11:15 a.m please.. Everyone welcome. Requested
standards only
Saturday 15th Burma Star TBA.
September. Thursday 3rd 11.00 Merchant Navy Day, Sea Farers memorial The Hoe
Standards muster 1030
Sunday TBA Battle of Britain memorial Service, The Minster Church of St Andrew,
Plymouth. Standards muster
October. TBA Captain Henry VC Fordpark 11.00 Standards muster 1030

November: Friday 6th. 19.00 Co
Friday 6th. 19.00 Remembrance Festival Plymouth Pavilions,
Sunday 8th 11.00 Remembrance Sunday. The Hoe Standards muster 1000

December: Operation Frankton. North Cornwall Memorial. Organised by the Royal
Marines Association. TBA.
Friday 18th TBA The Lord Mayor’s Carol Service The Minster Church of St Andrew,
Plymouth.
Thursday 31st 11.00 Hinkley VC.Ford Park Cemetery Organised by the Royal Naval
Association. Standards muster 1030

If you have a military associated event you wish to advertise in the journal
please contact the editor. bazval@btinternet.com
FEDERATION WEB SITE www.fedexservicesassoc.co.uk
The Federation of Plymouth & District ex Services Associations
Wishes you all a Good Christmas and Healthy & Happy 2020

