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Walking The Old Road:
Local Staci Drouillard Wins Book Awards
By Kitty Mayo

MNDOT to
Clear Trees
Along
Highway 1
This Week
Duluth, Minn. - Beginning the
week of Jan. 4, MnDOT maintenance crews will be clearing
trees and brush at select locations along Highway 1 from
eight miles south of Ely to
Isabella. Trees being cleared are
on state right of way or U.S. Forest Service land, not private
property. Motorists may encounter single lane closures and short
traffic delays during clearing operations.

Local author, Staci Drouillard, receives the Northeastern Book Award in nonfiction and the
Hamlin Garland Prize for Popular History. (submitted photo)
Many of us have passed the old
Chippewa City sign, and visited
the grounds of St. Frances
Xavier church and wondered
what the story of the place was.
“We have the remnants, the intriguing reminder, but what happened?,” said Staci Drouillard,
and that was the question she set
out to answer.
“Walking the Old Road: A
People's History in Chippewa
City and the Grand Marais
Anishinabe”, written by Grand
Marais resident Staci Drouillard,
was recently awarded the Northeastern Book Award in nonfiction.
Published by the University of
Minnesota Press (2019), “Walking the Old Road” was also the
winner of the Hamlin Garland
Prize for Popular History by the
Midwestern History Association.
A stirring collection of narratives, interspersed with poignant
black-and-white photographs,
the book was sidelined in many
ways because of the pandemic as
in-person events were canceled
soon after the book was released.
Nonetheless, Drouillard says that
her expectations for her first
book have been exceeded.
“When I started writing I
thought if 100 people from the

north shore read it, I'll be happy.
Then to have it recognized as a
regional winner was such an
honor,” said Drouillard.
The groundwork for the book
goes back to Drouillard's days as
a graduate student at UMD.

A subject fraught with complexities, Drouillard says as she
was writing the section on prejudice, and clash of cultures, she
put the experiences of the north
shore Anishinaabe into the larger
context of what was happening
throughout the country.

“The more I learned about
Chippewa City history, I realized
there was a lot of unexplored territory and a great need for Native
voices and a Native version of
history especially about Grand
Marais and the north shore,” said
Drouillard.

“Government decrees that tried
to wipe away what was culturally
relevant in order to control the
(Anishinaabe) people and get the
land were happening throughout
the rest of the U.S. while it was
happening concurrently to my
own relatives,” said Drouillard.

As the story unfolded,
Drouillard says she felt a great
responsibility to her elders to tell
the story, and it became the driving force to honor their lives, and
value their experiences.

Drouillard said that she intentionally did not tell the story in a
manner that would have defined
her relatives as vulnerable victims that would have stripped
away their humanity, but rather
she strove to focus on the resiliency of Native people in a
broader context.

Asked why she thought such a
locally specific story was recognized for the notable Hamlin
Garland Prize that covers a 12state region, Drouillard said she
believed that the universal
themes of the book resonated
outside of the north shore.
Drouillard told me she took
pains to tell the whole story of
Anishinaabe living full and
meaningful lives, even given the
reality of disenfranchisement by
those in power.

“It's part of the larger story of
where we are at this moment
where prejudices and discrimination and unfair treatment of
people of color is starting to be
talked about in a real way, there
is a readiness to hear stories
about marginalized people, and it
is important to say it happened
and it happens here, too,” said
Drouillard.
Recognizing that she had an

Clearing trees along the highway is for safety and maintenance purposes. Clearing trees
immediately adjacent to the
highway increases motorist
safety by decreasing the chance
of vehicles colliding with trees
in the event of a roadway departure. Clearing also provides better visibility of highway signs
and reduced shading of the roadway, which helps reduce winter
icing of the highway. MnDOT
acknowledges the scenic and
historical characteristics of the
highways and will thus limit
clearing in the select locations to
within 20 feet or less from the
edge of the paved highway.
For more information on
projects in northeast Minnesota,
follow us on Facebook at https://
facebook.com/groups/
MnDOTnortheast. For real-time
traffic and travel information in
Minnesota, visit
www.511mn.org.

enormous amount of help from
others, Drouillard says the most
important message is the honoring of elders who were so generous with their stories.
“I'd like to encourage people to
listen to your elders and ask
them about their lives and what
they think about things,” said
Drouillard.
Her next book, “Seven Aunts”,
is already in the making, with a
chapter dedicated to each of her
seven aunties; both her mother's
relatives from Warba, and her
father's family who “came from
the woods outside of Grand Marais”. Drouillard says “Seven
Aunts” has the feeling of a personal history or memoir, with the
added exploration of elements of
historical trauma that ripple
down through the generations.
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