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Overview

The National Park Service is interested in
engaging with partners to support:

• Shared interests throughout the 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed

• Natural, Historic and Cultural Resources 
and Public Access to the Potomac River

• Strong connections to organizations in 
the Northern Neck
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Our Purpose Today

Share ideas on and Examples of current:
Actions and partnerships to make the three 
national trails along the tidal Potomac River 
more visible and visitor-ready in the next 
few years.

Learn about other opportunities from you:
Understand where your organizational 
priorities align with NPS goals.

I. Overview
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Agenda

1. Introduction
a. NPS Initiatives related to the Chesapeake Bay
b. NPS Initiatives related to the Potomac River
c. NPS Initiatives related to the Northern Neck

2. Discussion
a. Who can be voice/advocate of Northern Neck 

for NPS partnership projects?
b. What projects are coming up soon that could be 

leveraged for NPS funding?
c. How can NPS do more? 
d. What else should we know about?

3. Wrap-up
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Initiatives Related to Chesapeake Bay

1. Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement
2. Executive Order 13508
3. Find Your Chesapeake  

www.findyourchesapeake.com
4. Captain John Smith Chesapeake 

National Historic Trail 

http://www.findyourchesapeake.com/
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Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement

Chesapeake Bay 
Program partners 
envision an 
environmentally and 
economically 
sustainable Chesapeake 
Bay watershed with 
clean water, abundant 
life, conserved lands 
and access to the 
water, a vibrant cultural 
heritage, and a 
diversity of engaged 
citizens and 
stakeholders.

http://www.chesapeakebay.net/chesapeakebaywatershedagreement/page

http://www.chesapeakebay.net/discover/baywatershed
http://www.chesapeakebay.net/chesapeakebaywatershedagreement/page
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Executive Order 13508

http://executiveorder.chesapeakebay.net/page/About-the-Executive-Order.aspx

The executive order calls 
on the federal government 
to renew the effort to 
protect and restore the 
watershed, establishing the 
Federal Leadership 
Committee for the 
Chesapeake Bay and 
bringing the Chesapeake 
Bay Program to a new level 
of interagency coordination 
and cooperation.

http://executiveorder.chesapeakebay.net/page/About-the-Executive-Order.aspx
http://executiveorder.chesapeakebay.net/page/About-the-Executive-Order.aspx
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Find Your Chesapeake

www.findyourchesapeake.com

http://www.findyourchesapeake.com/
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Initiatives Specific to the Potomac River

1. Three National Trails (CAJO, STSP, POHE) 
connect to many NPS and partner sites

2. Potomac Segment Plan
3. Potomac Paddle-in Campsite Network
4. Potomac Paddling Itineraries



The Trails









































Captain John Smith 
Chesapeake NHT

Potomac 
Heritage NST

Star-Spangled 
Banner NHT

The war established a 
foundation for U.S economic 
independence and military 
strength

Chesapeake region as a 
prime target for British

War’s influence on the 
evolution of government and 
commerce

U.S flag and the national 
anthem, and their inspiration 
of a renewed U.S nationalism

Exploratory voyages of 
Captain Smith

American Indian societies 
and cultures in the early  
17th century

The Bay’s natural history 
and how it has changed 
since Smith’s voyages

A national meeting ground 
of ideas and practices and a 
celebration of regional 
diversity

Trail corridor includes 
portions of five 
physiographic regions

The Potomac as crossroads 
of opportunity, diversity and 
conflict.
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Tidal Potomac Segment
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Colonial 
Beach

George Washington
Birthplace National 

Monument

Westmoreland 
State Park

Stratford 
Hall

Nomini 
Bay

National Trail Experiences That Connect Sites



https://www.nps.gov/cajo/getinvolved/potomac-river-segment-plan.htm 
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Potomac Paddle-in Campsite Network
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Potomac Paddling Itineraries
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Potomac Riverkeeper Network
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The Piscataway people wish to build a network of authentic 
interpretive and educational experiences that will tell their stories at 
places within their homeland in Southern Maryland. Visitors will 
come to understand the Piscataway as a vibrant culture today, and 
will gain a deeper understanding of Piscataway life before and after 
the arrival of Europeans in the Potomac River watershed.

Through Piscataway Eyes

At multiple places 
important to 
Piscataway Indians 
today, their stories 
will be told 
"Through 
Piscataway Eyes".
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Potomac places in Maryland that figure prominently in the plan include:
Lower Potomac: St. Clement's Island Park, Newtowne Neck State Park, and

Historic St. Mary's City
Port Tobacco River: Chapel Point State Park
Upper Potomac: Piscataway Park and Moyaone Sacred Site, Chapman State

Park, Bullitt Neck

Through Piscataway Eyes

After an eighteen 
month long planning 
effort, the draft 
master plan has just 
been delivered and is 
currently under 
review by the Through 
Piscataway Eyes 
steering committee.
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Mallows Bay National Marine Sanctuary

Photos by Don Shomette
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Initiatives Specific to the Northern Neck

1. Northern Neck Heritage Area Update
2. Recent NPS CHBA investments in region
3. Other activities that NPS supports
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Northern Neck National Heritage Area

Feasibility Study from 2010 
Proposed Schedule Milestones
*Public Scoping Spring 2010
*Resource Assessment Summer/Fall 2010
*Theme Development Fall 2010
*Preliminary Management Spring 2011

Alternatives
*Report Fall 2011
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Recent NPS CHBA Investments

Caledon

I. Overview

Crow’s Nest



On-line Public Access Tool

Youth Corps Projects
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FY17 NPS CHBA Investments

Westmoreland  
and Widewater 
State Parks 
Visitor Center 
Exhibits

Jean R. Packard
Occoquan Center 
1608 Room at 
Occoquan Regional 
Park



Terrain 360 – Water View of the Potomac

http://www.wusa9.com/entertainment/television/programs/great-day-washington/virtual-tour-of-the-potomac-river/326241594

http://www.wusa9.com/entertainment/television/programs/great-day-washington/virtual-tour-of-the-potomac-river/326241594
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Terrain 360 – Northern Neck
Northern Neck shoreline currently being filmed, should be uploaded to 
Terrain 360 website very soon.

https://www.terrain360.com/map/potomac-river-2

https://www.terrain360.com/map/potomac-river-2
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Indigenous Cultural Landscapes

Considered trail-related resources to the Captain John Smith Chesapeake National 
Historic Trail, these evocative places may be important to descendant communities 
today as well as to conservation strategies in the Chesapeake watershed. Ongoing 
research is helping to define and identify these large landscapes.

https://www.nps.gov/chba/learn/news/indigenous-cultural-landscapes.htm

Indigenous Cultural 
Landscapes (ICL’s) 
demonstrate aspects 
of the natural and 
cultural resources that 
supported American 
Indian lifeways and 
settlements in the 
early 17th century. 

https://www.nps.gov/chba/learn/news/indigenous-cultural-landscapes.htm


50

Rappahannock ICL Study

The Rappahannock River ICL Study, 
led by Dr. Julie King of St. Mary’s 
College, is nearing completion.  In 
2017, NPS will explore ways to apply 
this research to our interpretive 
work at sites along the Captain John 
Smith Chesapeake NHT.
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Agenda
1. Introduction

a. NPS Initiatives Related to the Chesapeake Bay
b. NPS Initiatives related to the Potomac River
c. NPS Initiatives related to the Northern Neck

2. Discussion
a. Who can be voice/advocate of Northern Neck 

for NPS partnership projects?
b. What projects are coming up soon that could be 

leveraged for NPS funding?
c. How can NPS do more? 
d. What else should we know about?

3. Wrap-up
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Future opportunities for NPS Partnership

1. NPS CAJO Potomac River Unigrid
2. Interpretive Program Opportunities
3. New or enhanced public access sites
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NPS CAJO Unigrid – Potomac River
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NPS CAJO – Roving Ranger

Coming Spring 2017!
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Kids in Kayaks Program
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1. Introduction
a. NPS Initiatives Related to the Chesapeake Bay
b. NPS Initiatives related to the Potomac River
c. NPS Initiatives related to the Northern Neck

2. Discussion
a. Who can be voice/advocate of Northern Neck for NPS partnership projects?
b. What projects are coming up soon that could be leveraged for NPS funding?
c. How can NPS do more? 
d. What else should we know about?

3. Wrap-up 
a. Questions or Comments
b. Where do we go from here?

Agenda



Matt Jagunic, Outdoor Recreation Planner
National Park Service Chesapeake Bay Office

410 Severn Ave, Suite 314
Annapolis, MD 21403

matt_jagunic@nps.gov

mailto:matt_jagunic@nps.gov

