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“We were well received by those
legislators we were able to sit down
and talk with one on one,” a participants from Reno was overheard saying while finishing up paperwork at
Equality Day 2017 at the Nevada Legislature Tuesday, April 4.
A small army of 42 members of
the GLBTIQA community from Reno,
Carson City and Las Vegas came together for a day of lobbying legislators and bills moving through this
session at Equality Day 2017.
This year there are six bills of interest to the GLBTQ community in
Nevada. They range from Marriage

x

Equality in the state constitution, to
education for foster care providers
about GLBTIQ issues, to protection
for transgender name changes, sex
education that is evidence based, age
appropriate and medically accurate
that includes GLBTQ and Transgender
information.
During the Nevada Senate Floor
session AB 99, the foster care bill
requiring training about GLBTQ and
transgender issues was on the floor
for a final vote. Senator David Parks
(D-Las Vegas) spoke on behalf of the
affirmative side. Senator Joe Hardy
(R-Las Vegas) spoke against the bill

Easter Baskets raise $8,761.00

Some of the baskets up for auction
at the Annual Easter Basket Auction

Begun in 1974 by Lou McLean,
Joe Pallanti and the Knights of Malta, The annual Easter Basket Auction has raised thousands of dollars
for various charities, mainly the
Residence Program over the last
quarter of a century. Sunday April
9 was no exception as the Patio,
who now hosts the annual event,

raised $8761.00.
“Thank You All!” Nina Brown,
who co-owns The Patio with her
partner of 35 years, Katie Douthwitt, said. “It was a great crowd. It
was fun. We couldn’t have done this
without all of you!”
The Patio, called A gathering
continued on page 2

Three GLBTIQ bills still alive

All bills had to be out of Committee in the house they originated by
Friday, April 14 in the Nevada Legislature. Of the six bills before the 2017
Nevada Legislature, )ne has become
law; one is headed to the Senate
floor for approval: two sit in Assembly Committees awaiting public testimony; and unfortunately one did not
pass out of committee by deadline.
AB99, which requires training for

Sports Summit
at OUR Center

“It about being healthy, your wellness, being active
and taking care
of yourself,” OUR
Center
volunteer Jon Mikulak
said. “The Sports
Summit will be
an opportunity
for those who attended to receive
information on
Organizer
recreational and
John Mikulak
team sportskavailable to GLBTIQA community locally.”
The Sports Health, Wellness Summit is Saturday,
April 29 from
Noon to 3 pm
at OUR Center,
1745 So. Wells in
Reno. There is no
cost for attending the Summit
and is open to
everyone. It is a
day of information sharing and
Keynote Speaker
exposure to what
Shane Wickes
recreationally,
mentally and spiritually is available
for one’s well being.
Keynote speaker will be Shane
Wickes, who will discuss his coming
continued on page 2

all foster care providers and stare
employees who deal with foster care
and juvenile detention facilies training gender identity and GLBTQ issues,
was signed into law by Governor Sandoval on April 11.
AJR2, which is a constitutional
amendment to change the marriage
definition to be inclusive and recognize all marriages regardless of gender, passed out of committee unanimously on April 12, heading to a vote
on the Senate floor.
SB110, which deals with name
changes for persons who identify as
transgender is in the Assembly Committee on Judiciary awaiting public
testimony.
SB201, which bans conversion
therapy is presently awaiting a public
testimony hearing in the Assembly
committee on Health and Human
Services.
AB348, which would define what
continued on page 2

citing issues of concerns over lay
clergy who held physiotherapy licenses. One Republican, Scott Hammond (R-Las Vegas) spoke in support
of the bill. When votes were cast only
Senators Hardy and Gustavson voted
against the bill as the vote was 18-2.
AB99 was sent to the Governor for his
signature to make it law. Republican

Governor Brian Sandoval signed the
bill on April 11.
Several people reported that legislators they sat down and chatted
with were receptive and listened to
the participants stories on how the
bill being discussed affected them
personally.
continued on page 3

Closet Ball 39 held at Ramada

Purdy Goodwin, Bubblicious,
Chanel, Charity Case, Jezzabelle Powebotton, Helen Hightower, Joanna
Lickastix, Anna Rexia are just a few
of the winners of Closet Ball which
was held for the 39th time in Reno on
Saturday, April 8. The newest name
added to this list is Morgan Mae Blossom, who was crowned before a large
crowd in the Ramada Reno Convention Center.
“I wanted to do something for the
LGBT community and thought I would
give this a try,” Morgan Mae who is
actually Charles said. “I had alot of
fun!’
Five contestants had entered the
contest, but at show time only three
had arrived and the show must go on
says the old adage. Also competing
were Lady Marquerite Humps (aka

This Saturday April 15

Morgan Mae Blossom, Closet Ball Queen
and Sponsor Empress Hope Jewel

Ryan) and Samantha Rose (aka Josh
Nichols).
Contestants were first introduced
to the audience as boys. The turned
continued on page 3

Bunnies and Brunch at McKinley

Always looking to create “family”
friendly events, OUR Center will host
Bunnies and Brunch at the McKinley
Arts and Cultural Center from 9 am to
Noon, this Saturday April 15.
“I’m looking forward to this
event,” Meredith Tanzer, Vice President and Director of Programing at
OUR Center said. “It should be a fun
exciting time!”
The event will feature games, a

bunny ear contest (best will receive
a $100 prize), Brunch and Easter egg
roll.
Brunch is $5 and there will be bakery goods available for a donation.
Those 24 and under can participate in the Easter egg roll for free
while those older are $2.
If planning to attend, people are
being asked to bring a blanket as part
of the activities are outside.

MilkMade Awards Nominations

The Harvey MilkMade Awards
were created in 2013 as part of the
second Harvey Milk Day Celebration
to honor members of the community
for their contributions to it.
This will mark the fifth year the
awards have been presented in
the following categories: Community Builder, Political Groundbreaker,
Leader of Tomorrow (under 30), Trailblazer (50+) and Outstanding Ally.
The Harvey Milk Day Committee
is now accepting nominations for the
2017 Awards which will be presented
at the McKinley Arts and Culture Center on May 19. The event has become
a fund raiser for OUR Center, the local
GLBT Community Center.
After the first Harvey Milk Day celebration in Reno City Plaza where it
was speeches and entertainment, the

event became the Awards, a Spaghetti Feed and Sauce contest.
Nomination can be made online
through the link on the OUR Center
facebook page. There is also a link of
therenogaypage website. Nomination letters can also be turned in at
Our Center. Nominations must be
submitted by May 1.
At the event, those attending, cast
their vote for the best sauce. There
are usually 10 sauces to sample, either to put on pasta or simply taste.
Several groups and organizations
have been competing all five years.
The event was first held at the
Unitarian Universal Fellowship of
Northern Nevada which the event
out grew. It moved last year to the
McKinley Arts Center, which it out
grew after only one year.

Glick Ballroom packed for QSU Drag Show

You may see empty seats but by showtime organizers made people give up seats they were saving and fill all 512 chairs. Many ended
up standing in the back and along the sides bringing the total near 600. Read the story on Page 3.5
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Shane Wickes announced to
the world his sexual orientation
during his TedX (Technology Entertainment and Design, where
ideas are worth sharing) talk
at the University of Nevada in
January 2016. He came out, as
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When you are a football player and coach
Coming out has to be when the time is right

Shane Wickes, TedX speaker, the coach
and just a guy

he told The Buzz radio in Reno on
Monday, April 10 after struggling
with the issue as most do.
Wickes said being gay isn’t
about sexual activity, it is about
just living life doing normal day
to day activities that “straight”
people seem to take for granted
and don’t think twice about.
Wickes was interviewed by
The Buzz’s Panama, discussing
the reality of what it is like to be
a football player and coach who
happens to be gay.
“I am critical of the NCAA and
NFL,” Wickes said, “for not talking a strong stand in addressing
the issue.”
“It is 2017 are we just more
accepting now?” Panama asked.
“Or is this a Rosa Parks issue
since there aren’t many openly
out football players?”
Wickes said each person
deals with it differently. Usually
depression and anxiety happen,
Wickes said.
Wickes went through a period of alcohol and substance
abuse but through mentors and
several Sports organizations, he
was able to deal with who he
is. His family has been very supportive which has helped. His
stumble into alcohol and substance abuse he said was part of
the struggle of coming out. This
is not uncommon as there is no
coping mechanism. There are no
out coaches in football, except
now Wickes, to serve as mentors.
Most people who do come
out struggle with how to come
out when the time is right for
years. Wickes said he knew he
was different at about 6 or 7.
Wickes played high school
football at McQueen, graduating
in 2012 before heading to Boise
State where he was a walk on to
the football team. Three months
later he blew out his knee and his
career was over.
He transferred to Nevada
and got a coaching job at McQueen. Wickes said he started
dating but was always looking
over his shoulder worried about
who might see him, something
“straight” people take for grant-

ed when dating, not even having
to think about it.
But one night while on a date
in downtown Reno, being drunk
late at night, he heard “Coach
Wickes” and stopped dead in his
tracks as he had his arm around
his date. He thought what do I do
now? He said he thought what
are high school students doing
out this late?
In high school, even though
you feel different, you do what is
expected. He dated girls and had
a steady girl friend.
“Football was a huge part of
my life!” Wickes told Panama.
“But the sport is the most unfriendly place for those who feel
different so it is just kept inside. I
am working to hopefully change
that.”
He said he was lucky to land
a football coaching job at his
alma matter McQueen, where ne
coached for three years. Coach
Howard recruited him to Reed
before moving with the coach
to Bishop Manogue this year.
Wickes said there are no issues
with him coaching at Bishop
Manogue.
Wickes hopes to change
things by making a difference.
The easiest way for acceptance
and to create change is to simply tell our stories -- exactly what
Wickes did on the Panama Show
Monday.
He is always looking for opportunities to speak about his experience to anyone who invites
him. He said he has addressed
several high schools but not a
college yet, other than his coming out at TedX.
Wickes is now giving back
as a result of the support and
the need for change within the
sports world. He is making a difference one step at a time, one
speech at a time.
His story was a front page feature in the June 29, 2016 issue of
the Reno Gazette-Journal, headlined “Tackling Stigma”.
Wickes will be the keynote
speaker at the upcoming OUR
Center Sports, Health, Wellness
Summit on Saturday April 29.

Reno Pride Softball is about having fun

Not everyone was there for the first game, but here is Reno Pride

The idea of having a ‘gay”
softball team was that of Troy
Perkins-Edwards who spread the
word around town in April of last
year to see if there was interest
in establishing a GLBTIQA co-ed
softball team or even a league,
Interest there was and 18
people stepped forward creating
the first GBTIQA softball team in
the City of Reno Parks and Rec
Summer Co-Ed Novice Softball
who finishing second on their

league night. The first year team
made it to the semi-finals of the
Championship Tournament.
“It was an incredible season
for us coming together like we
did,”Perkins-Edwards said at the
end of the season last year. “We
didn’t know each other when we
started and now there are friendships.”
This year due to work commitments by Perkins-Edwards,
Elaina Galeazzi is team manager.

Patio readies for 19th Birthday
The Patio, Reno’s Gathering
Place will host its 19th Anniversary Party this Saturday (tomorrow) night starting at 8 pm. The
party is casual.
The local neighborhood bar
opened its door in April 1998
and has been owned by the
same two people all these years,
Nina Brown and Katie Douthwitt.
Other “gay” bars in town have
changed hands, a couple several
times.

The night is a night of appreciation to the community for all
the years of support. DJ Nick will
be spinning tunes for dancing
along with drink specials at the
bar.
The community has an open
invitation to attend the celebration.
The Patio is located at 600
West Fifth Street in downtown
Reno.

She arranges team practices,
making sure the team knows the
rules and creates the line -up for
each game. Last year,she was assistant team manager, who Perkins-Edwards said he could have
done without.
For the Spring League, Reno
Pride is playing again in the Co-Ed
Novice division with games at the
Reno Sports Complex, just north
of the University on North Virginia Street. Game times vary and
can be as early as 6:30 pm to as
late as 9:45 pm. Games are one
hour long and finish an inning if it
has been started before the one
hour time limit has be reached.
The remaining schedule is:
4.17 Comebacks 7:35p Field 4
4.24 The Rejects 9:45p Field 2
5.1 LP Bad Attitudes 6:30p F2
5.8 @ Avengers 7:35p Field 3
5.15 Classically Stiff 7:35p F4
5.22 @The Comebacks 9:45p F3
5.29 Memorial Day no games
6.5 @The Rejects 6:30p Field 4
6.12 @LP Bad Attitudes 630p F4
6.19 Avengers 8:40p Field 4
Returning to the team are:
Elaine Galeazzi, Traci VonDerHouten, Chandra and James Williams, Del Bates, David Love, Eddie Martinez, Johnny Rosa, Troy
Perkins-Edwards, Cindi Smith,
Cindy Boheman Telles and Michelle Rosa. New to the team this
year are: Lucious Kane, Nadine
Kane, KyLeigh Larson and Kyle
Wood. The team is allowed to
have 20 rostered players. Players
can be added up until the third
game. According to Ms. Galeazzi,
3 more people are being sought
to fill the roster, 2 males and 1
female.
The community is always welcome to attend the team’s game
and cheer them on.
At the first game players we
being scouted by the team manager of Orange Dingo (Crash
Boom Bang from the summer
league).

Basket Auction

Getting ready to start the auction: Nina double
checks her list, while Sister PaPa Bubbles get ready
to collect auction bids
from page 1

place saw a large crowd fill
it and dollars fly about during the three hour event.
Baskets were donated by
business, organizations and
individuals to be auctioned
off Polish/Chinese style as
Shep, the auctioneer, said
to be politically correct.
“If you are new to this,”
Shep said to start the auction and explain how it Sister Mora (The rabbit), who also collected
works. “I don’t see many
money and a bidder at the auction
who are.”
The Sisters basket contained
Those that support this annual event have been coming 4 boxes of specialty crackers, 4
for years. Absently noticeably organic cheeses, champaign, A
this year were members of the Cabernet, Caesar Salad, fresh
Silver Dollar Court, who were asparagus, 2 USDA Prime New
York Steaks and Tuxedo Chocolong involved.
Ten individuals made do- late Mousse for desert. The Sisnations totally $1890. And an ters, who were assisting at the
unexpected surprise as one auction by collecting dollar bills
person stepped forward to during the auction said “some
match what was raised during assembly required.”
The Patio began planning for
the event. A total of $4,261 was
raised and the matching funds this year’s Easter Basket Auction and Raffle just after SuperBowl Sunday. Nina contacts her
suppliers and companies she
does business with, along with
long time friends and business
she frequents to collect raffle
prizes. They are gathered and
grouped together. One of those
special raffle donations this
year was Sierra Nevada Brewing Company. They donated
swag and a $300 gift certificate
for a brewery tour and dinner
at their facilities in Chico, Ca.
transportation included.
Shep is the auctioneer five years and
Other donations came from
Scott of the Residence Program
Flowing
Tide and Sasquatch
was raised to $4,500, making
restaurants;
Sundance Books;
this year’s Easter Basket auction
Brick Restaurant; NV Backyard;
one of the most successful.
“Without you,” Residence and Raymond Victor Designs,
Program Chairman Scott Bren- who handcrafted Dallas Cownecke, who was a bit choked-up boy Swag; Moxie’s; Chewy and
with the funding raised, said. Jugs; Hobey’s Steakhouse; ECS
“We (the program) could not Insurance; Sierra Nevada Disbe here to help those who can’t tributing and Morrey Distributing.
get housing anywhere else.”
The Residence Program
currently has 5 active
clients and one application pending. It
provides up to $300 to
assist those with a full
blown AIDS diagnosis
with rent assistance
who do not qualify for
any other program.
Two baskets that
were auctioned stood
out this year. There
was the 50 Shades of....
Leather Basket and the
Sisters Romantic Dinner for 2 in a bag.
Nina shows off one of the gift certificates

from page 1

curriculum needs to be included
in sex education classes in Nevada schools that is age appropriate,, evidence based and medically accurate. The bill received
a exception from the deadline to
be out of originating committee.
One bill did not make it out of
the original committee by deadline and therefore has died in
committee.
SB188, which deals with non
from page 1

out as a football player and how
that has affected his life.
Long with Wickes, Mikulak
will have members of the Reno
GLBTIQA softball team; message
therapists, answering bodyworks
questions and offering mini
sessions; Silver State Warrior
Martial Arts Studio, who teach
Kung-fu to adults and children;
Estential Oils, dealing with alternative Health and wellness; a

GLBTIQ Bills
discrimination based on sexual
orientation, gender identity or
expression.
With the Nevada Legislature
meeting only for 120 days, deadlines to move legislation along
have long been established.
Senators Pat Spearman, Kevlin Atkinson and David Parks and
Assemblyman Nelson Araujo are
members of the GLBT community in the legislature.

Sports Summit

Meditation Guru, offered mind
and body wellness; A registered
Dietitian offered healthy eating
advise; Information and sign up
sheets about people interested
in walking, running, hiking, cycling, Basketball, Softball, and
Bowling; and information about
Recreation and Sports programs
offered by the City of Reno and
Sparks Parks and Recreation departments and more.
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Equality Day

from page 1

Tod Story, executive director
of the ACLU Nevada, had said in
the Lobbying 101 session, it was
important to tell our stories as it
allows those who hear them to
understand how bills have or will
affect them.
Equality Day began with a
Meet and Greet and Continental
breakfast hosted by OUR Center
with bacon and quiche by Jeromy
Manke, Center president.
Lobbying 101 was a quick introduction to how the Nevada
Legislature works and the process a bill has to go through to
be considered in a session. The
presentation by Stacey Shinn
was the best Lobbying 101 simply course presented in the four
Equality Day events that have
happened, according to therenogaypage editor who participated in Equality Day.
Ms. Shinn is the full time
PLAN lobbyist during the legislative session.
Joe Rajchel, ACLU Policy Coordinator, spoke about AB348,
the sex ed bill; Kimi Cole, Douglas Co. Dems, spoke on SB201
about conversion therapy and
Brooke Maylath, of TAG spoke
about SB110 dealing with privacy
when a transgender person is going through the name change
process.
Participants then had a break

before heading to their floor session in the Assembly or Senate.
Equality Day was recognized in
each house of Nevada’s bicameral legislature. In the Assembly a
proclamation from Senator Parks
and Assemblyman Nelson Araujo
was presented.
Something new, this Equality Day, was the teaming of participants with each other to meet
with legislators. PLAN interns,
working with Shinn, booked
meetings and had forms to complete on each meeting regarding
the outcome.
“I really like the team concept,” one participant was overheard saying. “It made it easier
to meet with legislators instead
of just trying to catch them in
their office.”
A boxed lunch was provided
by ACLU Nevada where participants could sit down and get to
know each other. Of course there
was a group picture taken before
people started off on the afternoon meetings with legislators.
Missing from this year’s event
were drop in visits from state legislators to introduce themselves
and talk to people. Senator Parks,
himself a GLBT community member, did make an appearance at
lunch briefly. Senator Parks has
been in the legislature since 1996
and will term out in 2020.

Equality Day participants broke off into their lobbying groups after learning techniques of lobby in the Nevada Legislature

Stacey Shinn (above) teaches Lobbying 101; (center) Kimi Cole discusses SB201 and (right) is the Continental Breakfast

Closet Ball Queen contestants and their sponsors on stage for the announcement of the 2017 Closet Ball Queen, 2016 Closet Ball Queen ZaZa, Empresses Felicia,
Hope Jewel, Savannah Jewel and Anna Cargo Mattress (Reigning Emperor David Harrison White) with the mic.
from page 1
None of the three candidates tionally that is what Closet Ball is

over to their sponsor who
is given just 1 hour (and it is
timed) to transform the candidate into the opposite sex.

for Closet Ball Queen had ever
done drag before. They did enjoy
being in the spotlight and all said
they were having fun. And tradi-

They come out as boys; Ryan, Charles and Josh Nichols

There was the hour for transformation

And they were made into Ladies

Closet Ball 2017

There seemed to be confuall about having fun!
Six judges scored the contes- sion as the actual total raised.
tants first as the sex they were But was told the number given
was good for now until it was
born and then
verified. When everything was
their
transbalanced, the total was a little
formation.
under $4,000.
Judging the
The biggest beneficiary of
contest were:
the night was the Nathan Leipold
Marcia SherThree of the Judges: Channel. Sean
Scholarship Fund which receive
man; Chanel,
and Sabrina
about $2,500 from the event. Emherself a Clos“I
am
a
man
in a dress. I do this to
peror David Harrison White , has
et Ball Queen;
help
those
who
need help.”
a
travel
fund
whose
funds
were
Sean Savoy,
Today,
most
people think of
raised by the San Francisco Party
Sabrina Abaand the DamWater Party when drag as what they see on Rucass; Jeromy Baby Jane enterhe stepped up last June. He had Paul as being drag. RuPaul drag
Manke, also a tained the crowd
past Closet Ball Queen; and Vince not used any of the $2,400 in the is pageant drag, not community
drag found all
fund, informing
Pablo.
across the coun“This is our first time here at the crowd he had
try. Many older
one of these shows. I loved it,” asked the board
members in the
that
the
money
said Sarah who didn’t give her
community don’t
last name. “I love the burlesque be donated to the
find the RuPaul
and jazz number. Who ever did Scholarship Fund.
drag to be enterCloset
Ball
the Barbra number and the one
taining.
that did the Sound of Music num- was produced by
Closet Ball is
ber were great. We will definitely Empress XL Hope
one
of the oldJewel. The raffle
be back.”
est fundraisers
As tradition has it the reign- was produced by
in Reno. It was
XXXVI
ing Emperor does drag once a Emperor
Jeromy
Manke,
a
judge
and
Anna
brought to Reno
Vanilla
year. Closet Ball is usually when Steven
by two members
Cargo Mattress (the Emperor)
Steven
it is done with this year no ex- Blake.
of
the
court
who
journeyed to
ception. Anna Cargo Mattress brought along his son, Austin and
took to the stage and brought his friend Cameron to help sell Southern California and witness
one, saying “We can do this!” and
the house down. Anna Cargo raffle tickets.
“i think that doing it they did.
was created by
The scholarship was estabmany of the young
past Empress
lished
in 1979 by Empress Natadrags
know
drag
of Sacramento
lie
as
part of her Mr/Miss/Ms
from RuPaul and
Precious Cargo.
want to get paid,” Gay Reno Pageant. Originally the
T h e Empress
Hope Scholarship was simply called
ren o gayp age
said. “We are a the Gay Scholarship and was not
reported in the
charitable orga- part of the Silver Dollar Court.
article released
nization and it is The Scholarship was named afafter closet ball
about having fun ter Natalie who’s real name was
that
$8,000
and rasing money Nathan Leipold by Empress Delihad
been
for those in need.” lah who took over the pageant
raised as that
T r a d i t i o n a l after Natalie’s passing. Following
was the total
drag in Reno has Delilah’s passing the scholarship
given
when
always been about was given to Emperor Larry to
asked
about
raising
money manage and he asked the Silver
how much was
for charity. One Dollar Court Board to take over
raised at the
close of the Part of the entertainment during the former Empress the scholarship to which they
would always says agreed.
event.
transformation hour
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Largest crowd in QSU Drag Show history overflows Glick Ballrooms
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Katya performed to close the show before crowing the eventual winner. As she
did the audience crowed around the stage, cell phone cameras in hand

April 21 quiet
but no protest
It appears it won’t be a day
to draw attention to bullying,
harassment and name calling as therenopgaypage has
reached out to The Queer Student Union (U of Nevada), The
Compass (TMCC) and several local high school Gay-Straight Alliance groups to see what was
planned if anything for Day of
Silence 2017. QSU and Compass
responded nothing was planned.
There was no word back from
GSA’s.
Day of Silence started in 1996
at the University of Virginia and
has grown to an event held in
almost every state and Canadian
province today.
It roots are simple being quiet
for the day to draw attention to
bullying, harassment and name
calling of GLBTIQ students in high
schools and colleges.
Many students traditionally
place tape across their mouths
to show they are silence. It is an
effective display in quiet protest.
GLSEN is the national organization spearheading the Day of
Silence.

The Queer Student Union
and the Associated Students of
the University of Nevada (ASUN)
teamed together this year for the
12th Annual QSU Drag Show. The
move from October to April was
so it could be part of Unity Week
on campus.
ASUN brought in Katya Zamalodchikov, who was a contestant on RuPaul’s Drag Race. She
hosted the contest, introducing
each contestant and providing
comedy stick putting the crowd
in stitches. The crowd was lively
all night.
One thing Katya said when
she appeared on stage was “How
are you Reno, NE-VA-Dah” emphasizing it, saying she had al-

ready been corrected but felt it
was a white man’s problem.
“How many of you have never been to a drag show?” Katya
asked the crowd. Nearly three
quarters raised their hands. It
was a young college crowd with
all the energy that exists with in
it.
Katya joked with and interacted with the crowd all evening
keeping the crowd engaged and
involved. The crowd reacted with
screams, cheers, standing ovations, who haa’s and yelling just
like at a concert.
The largest crowd ever filled
the Glick Ballrooms in the Joe
Crowley Student Union to capacity with the doors being closed,
as according to
building officials
everyone had to
be in a seat because of fire code.
But people kept
coming in as it
was a SRO (standing room only)
crowd.
The room had
been set with 512
chairs but the
crowd was estimated at nearly
600. And many
had been turned
Chatting with the crowd asking about “What is your ma- away at the door
jor? and having fun with is saysing “is that water?

when capacity had been reached.
“Things went really great tonight,” Kim Uribe, QSU President
said. “We had the largest crowd
ever come watch a drag show.”
The QSU Drag Show was
started as a fund raiser to support the QSU Scholarship. According to Ms. Uribe, this year
they have had bake sales, sold tshirts and held other fund raisers
to support it.
Something else QSU is doing
this year is in the last couple of
months the ASUN Bookstore has
started selling Wolfpack Pride
merchandise. A portion of the
proceeds will go to QSU. The
bookstore is located in the Student Union.
This year’s drag show,
through the support of ASUN
programming was free. Part of
the per credit fee students pay
goes to ASUN to support student
activities.
There were 10 amateur acts
and 2 professional that competed for a $100 donation to the
charity of their choice. Katya gave
the second runner up $2, the first
runner up $4 and the winner $6
from the tips she had garnered
during her performance.
Contestants this year were:
Val Veeta from the House of
Wynters; Fairyboi; Araian Dulce;
Sebastain Drake; Arabella Aspergina; Zeeno
Branchi’ Kenysha Jontel; Chronic
and Tonic;
Himself; Iris;
Nikki Vuitton, who is a
professional
drag doing it
often at the
5 Star and
Naughtia Bizness.
Three
j u d g e s

Katya performing for the crowd.

scored each contestant on
Uniqueness, Talent and Charisma. Judging were Brian Aranda,
of Vanity Entertainment; Paul
Baker Prindle, Dept. of Art and
University GLBTQ Task Force; and
Geoff Green, Financial Aid Office
and QSU Facility Advisor.
After announcing the runnerup, Katya built excitement and
announced LaLaLand as the winner gaining a huge roar from the
crowd.
When the votes were counted, Nikki Vuitton was named
the winner; first runner up was
Sebastian Drake and second runner-up was Naughtia Bizness
But when it came time for
Katya’s performance, the crowd
rushed the stage, phones in hand
and video cameras a rolling.
The “Drag Show” tradition
has been amateur acts meaning people likely doing drag fro
the first time. Drag queens who
always perform were considered
professional and not eligible to
compete.
Next up for QSU will be the
annual Prom on May 5 in the
Glick Ballrooms.
For more information about
the QSU visit there Facebook
page: UNR Queer Student Union.

