
1

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Rev. Dr. Joel G. Koepp

229 11th Ave. West  
 Office: 641-236-6691   

Pastor Koepp’s Cell: 507-829-3901
Pastor Koepp’s Email: koeppj@hotmail.com

Church Office Email: immanuelutheran@iowatelecom.net
Website: http://www.immanuelgrinnell.org

+ (Populus Zion) Second Sunday in Advent +
Service of Prayer & Preaching

December 4, 2022

As We Gather: The Lord Comes on the Last Day
The day on which our Lord returns will be a “great and awesome 
day” (Mal. 4:5). For He will come in a cloud with great power and 
glory. To the wicked and the proud, it will be a Day of judgment that 
will “set them ablaze” (Mal. 4:1). The signs preceding this Day will 
bring them fear and fainting. But to those who believe, who fear the 
name of the Lord, this Day is one to look forward to and rejoice in: 
“. . . straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption 
is drawing near” (Luke 21:28). Christ our Redeemer is coming; the 
Sun of Righteousness will bring healing in His wings. Let us, then, 
give attention to the words of the Lord, which do not pass away. Let 
us “through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scrip-
tures” (Rom. 15:4) be strengthened in our hope by the Holy Spirit 
and watch diligently for Jesus’ coming. Then, by God’s grace, we 
shall escape all these things that will come to pass and stand before 
the Son of Man.

(Please stand, as you are able)

Hymn ‘Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending’              LSB 336     
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Opening Versicles: Advent             LSB 260
L This is the day which the Lord has made;
C let us rejoice and be glad in it.
L From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C the name of the Lord is to be praised.
 
L Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth.
C Our God shall come; He does not keep silence.
L Prepare the way of the Lord.
C Make His paths straight.
L Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down 
 righteousness.
C Let the earth open, that salvation may sprout forth.
 
L From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C the name of the Lord is to be praised.
 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Text and tune: Public domain
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Old Testament Canticle              LSB 261
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Reading                 Malachi 4:1–6
 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the 
arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall 
set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them 
neither root nor branch. But for you who fear my name, the sun of righ-
teousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping 
like calves from the stall. And you shall tread down the wicked, for they 
will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says 
the LORD of hosts.
 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and just 
decrees that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.
  “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and 
awesome day of the LORD comes. And he will turn the hearts of 
fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I 
come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.”    
             
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God. 

Introit     Psalm 80:1, 3, 14, 17; antiphon: Isaiah 62:11b; 30:30, 29      

Say to the daughter of | Zion,*
 “Behold, your sal- | vation comes.”
The LORD will cause his majestic voice | to be heard,*
 and you shall have glad- | ness of heart.
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph | like a flock!*
 You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth.
Restore us, | O God;*
 let your face shine, that we | may be saved!
Turn again, O | God of hosts!*
 Look down from | heaven, and see.
But let your hand be on the man of your | right hand,*
 the son of man whom you have made strong | for yourself!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
 and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Say to the daughter of | Zion,*
 “Behold, your sal- | vation comes.”
The LORD will cause his majestic voice | to be heard,*
 and you shall have glad- | ness of heart.
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Reading                   Romans 15:4–13
 Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruc-
tion, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the 
Scriptures we might have hope. May the God of endurance and 
encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in 
accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore welcome one 
another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.
  For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to 
show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the 
patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his 
mercy. 
As it is written,       
 
 “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles,       
      and sing to your name.”

And again it is said,
  
 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 

And again,
 
 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
       and let all the peoples extol him.” 

And again Isaiah says,
 
 “The root of Jesse will come,
    even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 
 in him will the Gentiles hope.”

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 
by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.       
            
Reading                  Luke 21:25–36
 [Jesus said:] “There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and 
on the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of 
the sea and the waves, people fainting with fear and with foreboding of 
what is coming on the world. 
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For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. And then they will see 
the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. Now 
when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your 
heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”
  And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 
As soon as they come out in leaf, you see for yourselves and know 
that the summer is already near. So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 
Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all has taken 
place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away.
  “But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with 
dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come 
upon you suddenly like a trap. For it will come upon all who dwell on 
the face of the whole earth. But stay awake at all times, praying that 
you may have strength to escape all these things that are going to take 
place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C     Thanks be to God.

Responsory: Advent                      LSB 263
L Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up  
 for David a righteous Branch.
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our  
 Righteousness.
L He shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice  
 and righteousness in the land.
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our  
 Righteousness.
L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our  
 Righteousness.
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Ten Commandments
C You shall have no other gods.
 You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.  
 Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
 Honor your father and your mother.
 You shall not murder.
 You shall not commit adultery.
 You shall not steal.
 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.  
 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
 You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant 
 or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs 
 to your neighbor. 

Apostles’ Creed
   I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth.
   
  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died and was buried.
     He descended into hell.
     The third day He rose again from the dead.
     He ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

  I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy Christian Church,
          the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life    everlasting. Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
 Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth
          as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses
          as we forgive those
          who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
 For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.

Sermon Hymn ‘O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth’  LSB 834
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Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76, alt.
Tune: Jan O. Bender, 1909–94
Text and tune: © 1967 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110001879

Sermon              “The Manger of Hope”     Romans 15:4-13          

Prayer
L In peace let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and  
 with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the  
 world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all  
 to faith, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the 
 common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us  
 pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or 
 dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the 
 widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to  
 the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.



L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us  
 pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us  
 pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us   
 pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Collect of the Day
L Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written  
 for our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark,   
 learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of  
 Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed  
 hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,  
 who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now  
 and forever. 
C  Amen.

Collect for the Word
L Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we  
 may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved  
 by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father  
 and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Morning Prayer
 I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your  
 dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and  
 danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from  
 sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  
 For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul,  
 and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil 
 foe may have no power over me.  Amen.

11



12

New Testament Canticle               LSB 266
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Blessing

Benedicamus                LSB 267
L Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Benediction                       LSB 267
L The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the     Son, and the  
 Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us.
C Amen.

Closing Hymn ‘Once He Came in Blessing’                     LSB 333                            

Text: Johann Horn, c. 1490–1547; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; 
(sts. 2–3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006
Tune: Michael Weisse, c. 1480–1534
Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110001879
Text (sts. 1, 4) and tune: Public domain
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Readings for next Sunday: Isaiah 40:1–11, Psalm 85, 1 Corinthians 
4:1–5 and Matthew 11:1–15.

Stewardship: Romans 15:5 – “May the God of endurance and 
en-couragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, 
in accord with Christ Jesus.” All of our good works are indeed granted 
to us from our heavenly Father. We live in complete dependence upon 
His grace and mercy. What do we have that we have not re-ceived as 
a gift from His hand? And knowing that, how can we not be thankful?

Ushers: We are in need of volunteers to be on a list of ushers for next 
year. It will be a dedicated list much like the Altar Guild. Stop by the 
entryway table to sign up! Thanks!

Advent Meals sign-up is out on the entryway table. Meals will be from 
5:00pm-6:15pm on Dec. 7, 14 and 21.

Christmas Program: Anyone who wants to play a music piece before 
the children’s Christmas program, please let the Board of Education or 
Pastor know by December 11. 

Advent devotional books are available on the entryway table. 

The Board of Education is selling calendars. Please see Sherry 
Baker if you would like one.

St. John’s Lutheran Church in Victor (2656 CC Ave) will be host-ing 
a drive through live nativity Saturday, Dec. 10th 4:30pm-7:30pm, and 
Sunday, Dec. 11th 4:30pm-6:30pm. You are invited to walk through the 
church as well.

Building Healthy Families for Dec 4th: The first snowfall of the year 
- welcomed or not - always makes a significant impact on the land-
scape. The brightest of white color covers all and everything is – for a 
brief time until the plows and cows come through – clean and beauti-
ful. Notice the new fallen snow when it comes, and let it remind you to 
reflect on the amazing gift that is yours through Jesus: “…though your 
sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are 
red like crimson, they shall become like wool.” Isaiah 1:18 ~www.Lu-
theranFamilyService.org.
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Life Quote for Dec 4th: “Christmas is also a time to contemplate the 
gift of mortal LIFE through the miracle of birth. Christmas is the gift of 
LOVE that moms and dads shower on their children by say-ing yes to 
life—sometimes under very difficult circumstances. Re-gardless of the 
challenges, God has a perfect plan for each life that He brings into the 
world, and His will for them is to out-sparkle and out-shine any orna-
ment.” Bradley Mattes, president of Life Issues Institute ~ www.luther-
ansforlife.org

Life Thoughts in the Church Year: Our sinfulness once left us life-
less as stones, but God has taken us for His own beloved children 
(Matthew 3:9) by becoming a little one among us Himself (Isaiah 11:6). 
Now we get to welcome others as Christ has welcomed us. We pro-
claim the sanctity of every human life to defend the cause of the poor, 
and we put it into practice to give deliverance to the chil-dren of the 
needy (Psalm 72:4).

Lutheran Hour Ministries for Dec 11th: Hear “Beauty We Can’t See” 
based on Isaiah 28:5 by Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. We often feel our 
need for God’s presence only when we see what it looks like when 
He’s absent. ~ Listen next Sunday on 600 WMT at 6:30 a.m., 1190 
KFJB at 8:30 a.m., WHO-1040 at 7:30 a.m., & 1410 KGRN at 7:30 
a.m.

MORE TOPICS, MORE GUESTS, MORE JESUS… Issues, Etc. is 
a radio-talk show and podcast produced by Lutheran Public Radio in 
Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  This week’s 
topics include: Decision Theology; The Incarnation of God & the Value 
of Man; 4th-Century Bishop Nicholas of Myra; Man & the Metaverse 
and more.  You can listen at your convenience at issue-setc.org, the 
LPR mobile app and your favorite podcast provider.

KFUO Radio, the broadcast voice of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod, shares Christ for you anytime, anywhere on KFUO. org via 
worship services, Bible and theology studies, practical talk programs, 
and sacred music. CHRIST FOR YOU this week on KFUO.org: Enjoy 
music for the season of Advent, study Advent hymnody on Sharper 
Iron (weekdays at 8:00 a.m.), learn about St. Nicholas and St. Am-
brose on The Coffee Hour (weekdays at 9:00 a.m.), and hear Advent 
Midweek Service from Village Lutheran Church in Ladue, MO, on 12/7 
at 12:00 p.m. 
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Cleaning: Household(s) responsible for the week of 12/11—12/17 is 
Louden. Household(s) responsible for the week of 12/18—12/24 is 
Carnine. If you cannot clean the week you have been assigned, please 
trade with others on the list. If it is your week to clean church and you 
have other obligations or you would just prefer to write a check rather 
than cleaning, a substitute is available. The cost is $50. The substi-
tute is Amber Carnine 641-990-5985. Please make pay-ment to Amber 
Carnine and leave under her office door or in her box at church. You 
can also mail payment to the church address. We do ask that you let 
the church office know ASAP but the deadline is by Thursday of the 
week before it is your week to clean.

Birthdays 
Wednesday...Gabe & Gavin Gilman 

Saturday...Marrina Kaloupek
 

Baptismal Birthdays 
Saturday...Marina Wyckoff





Christmas Giving...The Evangelism Board 
will not be doing Christmas Share 

with Second Mile this year. They have 114 
families and all of their needs have

been filled in a matter of days. 
Wonderful! Awesome! 

Great news though, Immanuel will be 
having a Christmas tree in the Fellowship 

Hall starting December 1st to collect
 ‘Children’s’ stocking hats for Orphan Grain 
Train. All hats need to be be collected by 

December 18th for distribution.

If you have any questions, please contact
the Board of Evangelism~

Dianna Kelting
June Routier
Pam Haase
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Mid-Week Advent Services
A meal will be served before each service from 5:00-6:15pm

Wednesday, December 7th — 6:30pm 
Wednesday, December 14th — 6:30pm 
Wednesday, December 21st — 6:30pm

Children’s Christmas Program
Sunday, December 18th — 10:30am

Christmas Eve Service of Lessons & Carols
Saturday, December 24th — 4:00pm

The Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Day Divine Service
Sunday, December 25th — 9:00am

New Year’s Eve Divine Service
Saturday, December 31st — 4:00pm


