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This project was made possible by collaboration
between Queens Library, Friends of the Flushing
ALC, Educational Theater of NY, Reserve,
volunteers, and of course, the students from the
Flushing Adult Learning Center.
Objective 1: By attending the interactive play, Socrates
on Trial, students were able to:
•

Gain knowledge of the Greek philosopher, Socrates, and
his beliefs.

•

Understand how the justice system worked during the
trial.

•

Participate in deciding whether Socrates was innocent or
guilty.
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•

Practice reading and writing skills.

Objective 2: By utilizing Socrates on Trial project, tutors
will be able to:
•

Discuss Socrates and the Greek culture with students.

•

Practice vocabulary words used in the play with students.

•

Practice reading, writing and grammar skills with students.

* The student writings are presented with minimal editing to preserve students’ original

ReServe for providing professionals who assist our
students and staff to achieve their goals.
Students of the Flushing Adult Learning Center
for continuing to inspire us. For further information on
the Queens Library Adult Learner Program, please visit
http://www.queenslibrary.org/services/adult-literacy

*Images were obtained from public domain.
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About The
Experience
by Li Xiang Chen
Two weeks ago, I went to
Manhattan to see the play with my
teachers and classmates of the
Flushing library. This wasn’t my first
time going to Manhattan. It was a trip. We took the train by
free ticket. It was very crowded in the train at Saturday, but
we were very happy to go to see the play.
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About The
Experience
by Yuen Yee Leung
We went as a group. We took 7 train to
Manhattan, transfer E train and 6 train.
In the theatre, the woman told us that
we could request repeat or continue the play.

About The
Experience
by Eva Salampessy
I went to see the theatre Socrates on Trial
with the train. The first we meet with all
the students and teachers in the library.
After that we go to the theatre with the
train together. This is the second time I went to the theatre.
The first time was on 2003. I see the Broadway show theater
Lion King. I am so happy because I had new information.
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Writing

About The
Experience

Now it’s your turn. Write about what you
learned. Try to use at least 5 vocabulary words.

by Sylvia Li
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Teachers and about 18 students from Main
St. (Flushing) took 7 train to get off 74 St.
– Broadway, took the E train to Lexington
Av/53 St. and took 6 train, get off at 28 St.,
and then walk to 309 E 26th St. New York,
Richmond Shepard Theater.
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About The
Experience
by Ru hua Sheng
This was my first time going to
theatre watched the play. I was very
excited. My classmate, me and
teachers were there together and on
the way we met another library
students. I know about the play only on the book. On Oct.
27, 2012 I visited the theatre in the Manhattan. I watched the
play, Socrates on Trial. That was a wonderful performance and
a grateful trip.

Cloze Activity
Socrates was born in ancient Greece around the year 469
B.C. He is remembered as one of the greatest
____________________ of all time. He spent his life
in the search for ____________________. Socrates
believed that no one willingly did evil. Individuals only
did wrong because they were ignorant and only needed
knowledge to know how to be good.
He is credited with developing the Socratic Method, a
learning process that uses questions to develop an idea
or obtain an answer.
Unfortunately, many citizens of ancient
____________________ distrusted Socrates and
disagreed with his beliefs. In 399 B.C., he was put on
trial for ____________________ young minds. He was
found ____________________ and
____________________ to die by drinking poison
hemlock.
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corrupting

philosophers

sentenced

Athens

guilty

truth
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True / False Quiz

About The
Experience
by Hui Chien Chu

Socrates was a philosopher of
Athens, he left a lot of writings
about his teaching.

True

False

At the time of Socrates’ trial in
399 B.C., he was 70 years old.

True

False

Socrates was charged with
“corrupting the youth” of
Athens and “not believing in the
gods of the states.”

True

False

According to Socrates, the
mission of his life was to search
for excellence and wisdom.

True

False

Socrates attempted to defend
himself against the prejudice of
the Athenians. And he was
found not guilty.

True

False
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Saturday, October 27, it was a nice day.
Eighteen people started from F/ALC, took
#7 train at Main St., transferred to E at 74
St.-Broadway, transferred to #6 at 51st St.,
got off the train at 28th St. then we walked
to 309 E 26th St. On the way, teachers
took care of us, classmates took care each other. These scenes,
I was recalling the happy time that I had been following the
teachers to trips when I was a pupil almost a half century ago.
Although Richmond Shepard Theater was small and simple, I
learned Socrates on Trial story. It is an education theater. I
returned to F/ALC about 4:00 PM and I was excited by this
trip. I appreciated F/ALC to allow me engage in the
program.
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About The
Experience

Vocabulary Word Search

by Shan Wen Li
First we took 7 train next we transfer in
74 St., took 6 train and then we transfer
in Lexington Av. Took 6 train got off
28 St. Last we walked down 26 St. and
went left way until past 3 Av.
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Vocabulary Words Used
Accuser
Assembly
Athens
broadway
coordinator
Corrupt
Cultural
defend
Democracy
escape
examine
Execute
Experience
greece
Guilty
influence
Innocence
irony
Jailer
jury
Justice
Law
midwife

Movement
Opportunity
persuade
Philosophy
plato
Poison
Political
Prejudice
punish
Resentment
Scene
sentence
Socrates
subway
Transfer
Trial
truth
Unexamined
Unfair
urge
varied
Vote
Wisdom
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About The
Experience
by Orfelina Garcia
This was not my first time I went to
Manhattan, I went many time. But
this time was different because it
was a trip and we went in a group.
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About The Experience

About the Play

by Ruth Gonzalez

by Shan Wen Li

My experience about the trip is as follows. I went to see
Socrates on Trial with some students and teachers and I met
them in the Flushing Library. First the teacher explained in
the classroom about the life of Socrates because the students were going to see the play.
After that around 11:30 AM, we began our trip to Manhattan.
We took the 7 train at Main St. and Roosevelt Ave. and
changed to other trains to Manhattan. We arrived on time to
the theater and met with students from another library.
The theater was nice and comfortable. In the forum was a
lady who introduced Socrates on Trial for us. She said “If you
don’t understand, you can say repeat or continue the scene.”
After that all the students were watching the scene, that was
nice because we could learn about Socrates’ life. He was a
philosopher on trial in 399 BC. The Athens citizen thought
Socrates was teaching something bad and corrupting the
young people and was influencing them with his ideas. He
tried to defend himself, but he was found guilty, then he
drank the poison and died.
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Socrates trial in 399 B.C., he was 70 years old. He had lived
through the Periclean Age when Athens was at the height of
her cultural and political power. In 431 B.C. the
Peloponnesian war between Sparta and Athens broke out.
Pericles died in the second year of the war, and by 404 B.C.,
Athens defeat ended her navy, her democracy and her
cultural glory. In that year, Athens surrendered to the
Spartans.
Socrates was accused of corrupting the youth by teaching
different ideas than the state taught. They brought him to
trial. After trial, the Athenians, vote him guilty and his
punishment was to die by drinking the hemlock poison.
He could have escaped, but chose to die for his beliefs. He
was a hero.
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About the Play

About Democracy

by Ru Hua Sheng

by Li Xiang Chen

On this play there are 6 characters on the story.
The first was two characters appeared on the stage, one is
elder accuser; another one is Meletus. The second has two
characters appeared on the stage: Socrates and Crito. The
third two roles are jailer and Xanthippe.

I think if the story happened now in U.S. the result may be
different. Because it was very old period in Greece. People
needed to obey to the government. From this story I feel the
result of the story was very sad. It was unfair to the Socrates.
And I feel happy to live in this country now. It is free and
democracy.

On the state, two Athenians citizens talk about Socrates.
They afraid that Socrates corrupt the youth. They worry
about Socrates teaching them against their government and
parents.
Two Athenians sue Socrates for teaching bad things to youth.
On the court, an accuser and Meletus blamed Socrates for
corrupting the youth. Socrates addresses the Assembly in his
defense.
He explains that he is a good teacher. How he can use self
knowledge to teach them at the church. Socrates continues
to defend himself against the prejudice and resentment of
Athenians. He said how he find wisdom and experience in
the church of his life late. The hearing votes on Socrates
“guilt” or “innocence” finally. The vote result is guilt. The
judge sent Socrates to jail to drink poison medicine.
In order to save Socrates his best friend Crito corrupt jailer to
help Socrates escape from prison. But he give up. Although
he against and resent government prejudice but he still
respect the law. What a greatful philosopher!
20
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About Socrates

About the Play

by Hui Chien Chu

by Sylvia Li

Socrates (469-399 B.C.) was a great Greek Athenian
Philosopher, who was the teacher of Plato. Socrates
encouraged people to use a method of examining through
questions and answers to find out the truth. Socrates is
known for the Socratic method, Socratic irony, and the
pursuit of knowledge. Socrates is famous for saying that he
knows nothing and that the unexamined life is not worth
living. Socrates is not known to have written anything.

In my understanding, the play was told us about Socrates trial
in 399 B.C. He was 70 years old. He had lived through the
Periclean Age when Athens was at the height of her cultural
and political power. Almost everything associated with
Greek culture occurred during those 50 years.
Some Athenian citizens fear that Socrates’ teachings are
corrupting the youth and that his influence teaches them to
go against their parent and society. So the Athenian citizens
accuses Socrates in the courthouse. Because Socrates not
believing in the Gods the state believes in, but in other new
spiritual beings.
In the end of the play, all of audience can vote Socrates guilty
or not guilty. I voted he is not guilty but the result was guilty.
He must eat poison until died.
In my opinion Socrates’ ideal was influence on ancient and
modern philosophy.
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About the Play

About Socrates

by Li Xiang Chen

by Eva Salempessy

It was about Ancient Greece story. The main person was
about Socrates. And the story happened two thousand years
ago. Socrates had his thought which was different from the
government. And he insisted on his thought. Even his
friend wanted to persuade him to change his mind. So the
government arrested him to jail. That was not democracy in
Ancient Greece. So the Socrates was sentenced to die.

Socrates was born in Athens in 469 BC. His father was
probably a stone-carver and his mother was a midwife. He
teach young men for free. Crito and Plato were two of those
young mens.
When Socrates was in his forties or so, he feels an urge to
think about the world and try to answer some difficult
questions. He asked, “What is wisdom?” and “what is
beauty?” and “What is the right thing to do?” He know that
these questions were hard to answer, and he thought it would
be better to have a lot of people discuss the answer together,
so that they might come up with more ideas.
Socrates never wrote down any of his ideas while he was alive.
Most of the information about him is from the work of Plato.
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About The Play

About the Play

by Orfelina Garcia

by Yuen Yee Leung

When I went to this place was different because I went with
the teachers also my friends. I learned many things. I like the
Socrates’s history. The actors were good. They were serious.
Their movements were like real people of the history. Their
clothing look like ease to wearing and comfortable. But the
better part for me was when I asked a question and they
answered me I didn’t understand, but I was happy. The
history was interesting, before I didn’t know about Socrates,
war, how he died. Now I know and I think it was so sad
because nobody believed him. He told the truth but the jury
in the court were unfair with him, in that time the ancient
Greeks look like rough people. They don’t care about
Socrates’ truth. They only think in politic so this is what I
learned about my trip.
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Two Athenians accused Socrates of believing and teaching
students things that the government disapproves of.
Socrates’ friend Crito warns him that the government is going
to charge him with corrupting the young people. And there
will be a trial. Then Socrates tries to defend himself and says
he’s doing nothing wrong. He says he believes in the gods of
state.
The Assembly takes a vote whether Socrates is guilty or
innocent. They find him guilty. They take another vote on
how to punish him and they vote that he should die.
His friends tell him to escape, but he refuses. He would
rather die for what he believes than run away. In the final
scene, he drinks the poison and dies.
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