CH 23: Jesus Ministry Begins
Teaching Notes


I. The Canon – “Tanakh” – 1st used by Athanasius 363BC
A.  Definition – straight rod or ruler; standard; I Co 10:13
B.  Timeline

        Canonization of the OT                                    canonization of the NT
‹--------------------------------›        †  ‹----------------------------------------›
1400BC               400BC         100AD    400AD      1600AD


C.  Structure and contents – “Tanakh”
The Law/Pentateuch/Torah = Gen-Deut
The Prophets = 8/21 books
  Former, Latter, Major, Minor
The Writings = Poetic, Rolls, Historical
D. Criteria for canonization
1. Does NT attest to its authority?
2. Do extrabiblical Jewish writers affirm them? – 
Josephus, Jamnia… (Josephus quote)
3. Is it consistent with other revelations?
4. Is it written by someone of divine or prophetic
authority?
5. Did Christ attest to it’s authority?
Matt 5:17; Luke 16:17, 24:44
Matt 23:35; the last murder cited occurs in 2 Chron 24:20-22= last book in Hebrew Bible ( our Malachi)
E. Early references to collecting formal writings –
Deut 31:9-26
2 Ki 22:8
Josh 24:25-26
2 Ki 22:11-12
(Read “canonicity of OT p.4-6)
F.  “Septuagint” = LLX (70)
  Translation into Greek of original writings
  Hebrew script – pre-exilic, Aramaic – post-exilic
  Most quoted source by NT writers
G.  Council of Jamnia – AD90, after the Temples was destroyed in AD70, the Sanhedrin was allowed by Rome
To reconvene for purely spiritual reasons. At this council, the present OT books were reconfirmed officially.
II. The deuterocanonical books –
A. At the time the Christian Bible was being formed, the Septuagint was in common use by the Jewish and Jewish
Christians, and Christians adopted it as the Old Testament        of the Christian Bible. However, around 100AD, Jewish rabbis revised their Scripture and established an official canon of Judaism which excluded some portions of the Greek Septuagint.  The material excluded was a group of 15 late Jewish books, written during the period of 170BC to 70AD, that were not found in Hebrew versions of the Jewish Scripture.  Christians did not follow the revisions of Judaism and continued to use the text of the Septuagint as the OT.
B. Protestant Canon – 
In the 1500’s, Protestant leader decided to adopt the official
Judaic canon and moved the deuterocanon (2nd canon) into a separate section called the Apocrypha (hidden writings).
This continued until the 1800’s and the KJV was published with the Aprocrypha. 
C.  The Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches continued to 
  use the Gr Septuagint. 


 
D. About the Deuterocanon:
· Primarily written during intertestamental period, 400-100BC
· Written in Greek
· Was included in the LXX used by the NT writers
· Several of these books were among the Dead Sea scrolls
· Early Christians quote from the Deuterocanon, including prominent early church fathers (Jerome, Iranaeus,Clement)
· Some of the same councils that confirmed our NT also
Confirmed the Deuterocanon
E. Why the Deuterocanon is excluded from our canon
· Unknown as to whether or not they were in the original
LXX (multiple copies and there is variation in their content) The earliest copy we have is 500yrs after original LXX was translated. Remember that this is scrolls, not a single text.
· Philo – 1st century Jewish scholar IN Alexandria at this time never refers to the deuterocanon
Josephus – 1st century Jewish historian, explicitly states that the Jews never accepted the deuterocanon.
Both of these men used LXX extensively and the copy we have is 100’s of years older.
· The earliest Christian list of OT canon is by Melito, Bishop of Sardis (AD171) and does not include deuterocanon.
· Referred to in NT but NOT as “Word of the Lord”.
· Never quoted by Christ
· Contains historical inaccuracies
· 1 Macc 9:27 explicitly states that there were “no prophets in the land” at that time.
F.  Why do they matter?
They are not “divinely inspired/canonical” however, they do
Have importance culturally, historically and as a part of our
Christian heritage.  They should be treated as you would any other “spiritual book”…CS Lewis, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, St Augustine…valuable but NOT divine authority for doctrine.

III. NT Canon – 
A.  Originally written in Greek and circulated among the early Christians.  The gospels were written later than the 
the epistles. For almost 25urs after the ascension of Christ none of the books of the NT were even written and about 65yrs elapsed before the last NT book was written.  James was undoubtedly the first (45-50AD) and Revelation was most surely the last, (about 90AD)
B.  Criteria for canonicity
1. Prophetic/apostolic in nature- essential but not 
Necessarily canonical (we have other writings of this
Nature that is not considered canonical)
2. Recognized overwhelmingly by the Body of Christ as
Being divinely inspired.
  (FF Bruce quote)
C.  Athanasius, an early church father, cited the NT canon we currently have in AD367
Council of Laodicea affirmed the NT canon in AD363
Council of Hippo AD393 and Council of Carthage AD397 also subsequently confirmed the OT and NT canon.
D.  There are now more than 5300 known Gr manuscripts of the NT, 10,000 Latin Vulgate and at least 9300 other earlier versions (MSS). We have more than 24,000 manuscript copies of portions of the NT.  No other document of antiquity even begins to approach such numbers and attestation.  Many of the NT documents are very early (hundreds of parchment copies from the 4th and 5th centuries with some 75 papyri fragments dating from AD135 to the 8th century.  


                
IV. John the Baptist
A.  Point people to Christ – John 1:35-36; Luke 3:1-18
B.  Testify to what we have seen – John 1:29-34; Mark 1:9-11
C.  “He must increase, but I must decrease” – John 3:22-36

V. Christ in the Wilderness – Luke 4:1-13
A. It was necessary that Christ be tempted – He 4:14-16 
B. We can be led into temptation –Luke 4:1 
C. What is Bread? – John 6:25-59

VI. No more playing church…Matt 5:20, 23:1-12
Nicodemus(John 3:1-12)         Woman at the Well (4:1-22)



[bookmark: _GoBack]The Lower Story is believing the Upper Story enough to do it.  Even the demons knew who Christ was….
