Parishes of Dromara and Drumgooland

Fr Peter McNeill Tel: 406 50207 Emergency Tel: 079 69403762
Email: dromaradrumgooland@dromorediocese.org Web: www.dromaradgooland.org

23" July 2023
16™ Sunday in Ordinary Time

Weekend masses
Sat 6:00pm Dechomet
7:30pm Leitrim

Sun 9:00am Gargory
11:00am Dromara

Weekday Masses
Wed 26th 7:30pm Leitrim
Fri 28th 7:30pm Dromara

Drumgooland Parish Council
Meeting Mon 31st July at 8pm

ANNIVERSARIES

LEITRIM
Wed 26t Thomas Fowler
Sat 29t Meta & Jackie Mooney
Eileen McAleenan

DROMARA
Fri 28t James & Mary McKay
(Levallyreagh)
Sun 30tr  Hugh Pat McEvoy (Artana)
Edward, Catherine,
Eamon & Shiela Lundy

DECHOMET
Sat 29t Marcella Doyle

GARGORY
Sun 30th  Mick McGreevy

Leitrim Cleaners Fri 28th - Geraldine’s Team

SVDP: Dromara 077 38838191
Drumgooland 078 25419067

Safeguarding Contact:
P Carville 07789917741

Collections Dromara Drumgooland
Parish £215 £566

Wed 26t Jul St Anne’s Day
at Mayobridge
St Anne’s Shrine, Convent Gardens
and car parks will be open all day.
All are welcome to visit the Shrine
and join in outdoor mass in the
Convent Gardens at 7:30pm
(weather permitting)

Youth Trip

Climb Croagh Patrick and

volunteer at Knock Shrine

2nd to 6th August.

We welcome 17 to 25 year olds.
Costs £175, includes hotel
accommodation, transport and
food, plus free T/Shirt.

To book your place email
vouthdirector@dromorediocese.org
or phone Frances on 028 30833898 -

please leave a message with tele number.

Serenity Prayer
God grant me the serenity to accept
the things I cannot change; courage
to change the things I can and wisdom
to know the difference. Living one day
at a time; enjoying one moment at a time;
accepting hardships as the pathway to
peace; taking, as He did, this sinful world
as it is, not as I would have it; trusting
that He will make all things right if I
surrender to His will; that I may be
reasonably happy in this life and
supremely happy with Him
forever in the next.
Amen.
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Sunday«lgT»M

THE WORD

THE PARABLE
.OF THE WEEDS

(MATTHEW 13: 24-43) - LONGER'FORM
(MATTHEW 13: 24-30) - SHORTER FORM

Today we are presented with three parables explaining how
the Kingdom of God interacts with the world.

The parable of the weeds demonstrates the good and evil that co-exist in the world. The
mustard seed reminds us that our actions of mercy and love can have small beginnings
but will grow into something much greater. The yeast exprésses that the church is indeed
very much part of a society that will contradict and chalienge its teachings and activities,
These parables also show that the Kingdom of Ged is very much alive and active in the
world. Jesus never said that being part of a Church was going to be sasy.

The Kingdom of God is brought about when we as individuals interact with the world in a
spirit of respect, compassion, freedom and truth. Our terms of reference is Jesus Christ.
We confront evil in our world and are challenged by it. We sow seeds of love and kindness
that will bear muoch fruit in our lives and the lives of others. And finally, we are inextricably
linked to a world that can form us and educate us. But this world also neads to hear our
message of Christ's love and compassion for all. B

"Jesus’ invitation to enter his kingdom comes in the form of parables, a characteristic feature
of his teaching. Through his parables he invites people to the feast of the kingdom, but he
also asks for a radical choice: to gain the kingdom, one must give everything. Words are not
enough, deeds are required. The parables are like mirrors for man: will he be hard soil or
good earth for the word?' (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 546)

SAY

‘Memories of our lives, of our
works and our deeds will

Think of something you can do for your
parish this week. A visit to someane who's
sick or living on their own is slways a good
start or maybe a phone call to your Parish
Priest to see if any volunteers are needed for
a future project.

continue in others.'
(Rosa Parks)

16TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

essage

Year A » 23 July 2023 » Celour: Green + Psalter Week 4

REFLECT

pple Iphones and computers

have become the landmark and

standard tools for the average
internet user. There are other brand
names of course but Apple seems
to have led the industry with their
expertise and brilliant innavative
technologies. When Steven Jobs and
Steve Wozniak invented the Apple
Computer, they quickly realised
that they hadn’t the organisational
capabilities to get the company off
the ground. They had brilliant ideas
but neaded greater management
expertise. They approached the
President of Pepei, John Sculley,
asking him to leave his position and
come join them. Sculley declined the
invitation but Jobs and Wozniak were
persistent. They went back to him
again and again. Eventually Steven
Jobs said to him, Do you want to
spend the rest of your life selling
sugared water, or do you want 8
chance to change the world? Indeed,
Jobs and Sculley went on to change
the world.

This is the very task being presented
by Jesus through three parables
today. How are we going to change
the world? When you think about it,
it's quite a daunting task. We spend

4 lot of our days working to eam
money, to support our family, to buy
nice things, to pay the bilis. But what
do we actually do for the Church?
Are we changing the world in the
way we confront evil and injustice?
Are we planting seeds of compassion
and love through our actions and
conversations? What is our response
when society challenges a belief or
teaching that we hold dear? When
bringing about the Kingdom of God on
earth, we change the world. Like the
mustard seed, it happens one small
step at atime. @



